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 Etiquette and Tips for a Winning Team:

Leads: It is your duty to get the mat and put down the jack if vour team has won the toss or tne previo:
end — do just that, leave the kicking of bowls to the rest of the players. Ascertain where your skipper wants
the mat first, and then where he/she wants the jack. If you are not the first make sure that your opponents
bowl is up near the mat ready. If you are concerned re the length of the jack ask your skipper to check.
When you step on the mat to bowl take a second to think positive, you can do it, be confident. Make sure
you reach the jack, skippers do not like short bowls, a bowl 2 ms behind is much better than a bow! a metre
short! Never wave from the bank what your skipper should do when he/she asks his/her third for
information.

Seconds: Help with the kicking of bowls. Wait for instructions from your skipper. Think positive ana be
confident, trust in your skipper and then bowl. Again no short bowls. Never berate any of your team
members, find the positive points only and always encourage them. Never wave from the bank what your
skipper should do when he/she asks his/her third for information.

Thirds: Should watch and know exactly which bowls are which at all times. Again, trust in your skipper and
be positive and confident at all times. Thirds should make sure the bowl of the skipper who plays next is on
the mat ready when they change ends. Thirds {and the rest of the players) should wait behind the last third
to play until he/she leaves the mat. it is commendable if thirds walk up promptly after they have bowled, as
this saves some considerable time, especially in the hot weather. When the thirds are on dufy at the head
keep behind and out of the way when it is not your teams turn to bowl. Do not tell the skipper what to do
unless he/she asks. A third should have a good knowledge of all the rules of bowls. When measuring, if in
doubt get down and measure, don’t go around and around in circles wondering. If your team has the
winning bowl it is your duty to do the measuring of the others if necessary. When a bowl is taken out as the
winning shot put it on or beside a cloth if there is more shots to come, then there is no confusion later as to
how many bowls have been won. If in doubt after measuring let the other third measure and/or call an
umpire. If an umpire is called, then all players must always retire to the bank as the umpire does the
measuring. The losing third of the end should, as soon as the shots are determined, pick up the jack and
pass it to the opposing lead for the next end.

Skippers: Introduce the team if necessary. They should do the toss promptly and tell their lead who won.
Skippers should indicate to their lead where they want the mat placed and stand where they want the jack
rolled to. Skippers should always be encouraging to their team, that’s the way to get the best from them.
Indicate where the bowl is required; keep instructions short, concise and clear, too much information only
puts too many thoughts in the bowler’'s mind, which will not produce the bowl required. Only tell players
their length if short or long, there is no need to tell the grass line — the player can see that and adjust
accordingly, but length they may not know. A good skipper will know each players strengths and plan
strategies accordingly. Skippers must ascertain immediately if a bowl is out of bounds or a jack too short.
Skippers must have a good knowledge of all the rules of bowls, and must keep the score card, checking with
opposing skipper every end and keep the board up to date every alternate end.

A Good Team: is a compatible team, and always respects the decision of their skipper. A good skipper will
tell their players what is needed and they will then do their best to do just that, thus encouraging and
bringing out the best in their team. Never clap an unfortunate bowl from the opposition that may have
helped your team, this is a real NO NO. The winning team will always be encouraging — “high fives” within
your team does wonders and keeps up the moral. Don’t get up tight, ENJOY and focus at all times and you
will be the winning team every time. ’

ACAACAADED WHRIAHALS CLIAAIC CARAE AE VNALID FLUIADACTED I1NACIASR CLUINIAIC AL NEIT




