Weather Emergency Planning for your Pets
· ID your pet. Make sure your pet’s tags are up-to-date and securely fastened to your pet's collar. If possible, attach the address and/or phone number of your evacuation site. If your pet gets lost, his tag is his ticket home. Also consider microchipping your pets. 
· Make sure you have a current photo of your pet for identification purposes.
· Make an emergency kit.  

 Check out this quick list:

	· Pet food
	· Bottled water

	· Medications
	· Veterinary records

	· Cat litter/pan
	· Manual can opener

	· Food dishes
	· First aid kit and other supplies


· Identify shelters. For public health reasons, many emergency shelters cannot accept pets. Find out which motels and hotels in the area you plan to evacuate to allow pets well in advance of needing them. There are also a number of guides that list hotels/motels that permit pets and could serve as a starting point. Include your local animal shelter's number in your list of emergency numbers.

· Make sure you have a secure pet carrier (for each cat), leash or harness for your pet so that if he panics, he can't escape.

Prepare Shelter for your Pet

· Call your local emergency management office, animal shelter or animal control office to get advice and information.
· If you are unable to return to your home right away, you may need to board your pet. Find out where pet boarding facilities are located. Be sure to research some outside your local area in case local facilities close.

· Most boarding kennels, veterinarians and animal shelters will need your pet's medical records to make sure all vaccinations are current. Include copies in your "pet survival" kit along with a photo of your pet.

· Some animal shelters will provide temporary foster care for owned pets in times of disaster but this should be considered only as a last resort.
Protect your Pet During a Disaster 
· Have newspapers on hand for sanitary purposes. Feed animals moist or canned food so they will need less water to drink.

· Animals have instincts about severe weather changes and will often isolate themselves if they are afraid. Make sure all of your pets are accounted for before the severe weather strikes. 
· Separate dogs and cats. Even if your dogs and cats normally get along, the anxiety of an emergency situation can cause pets to act irrationally. Keep small pets away from cats and dogs.

· If you evacuate your home, DO NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS BEHIND! Pets most likely cannot survive on their own, and if by some remote chance they do, you may not be able to find them when you return.
· If you are going to a public shelter, it is important to understand that animals may not be allowed inside. Plan in advance for shelter alternatives that will work for both you and your pets; consider loved ones or friends outside of your immediate area who would be willing to host you and your pets in an emergency.

· Make a back-up emergency plan in case you can't care for your animals yourself. Develop a buddy system with neighbors, friends and relatives to make sure that someone is available to care for or evacuate your pets if you are unable to do so. Be prepared to improvise and use what you have on hand to make it on your own for at least three days, maybe longer.
