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Listen Sisters! Our Link to Each Other! Share your News!

President’s Message:
Happy Holidays my sisters!
As I reflect on this bounty
we have been given during
this season of
Thanksgiving, I am grateful
to WRJ and the Southeast
district for providing us
with so many opportunities
to explore and share our
blessings. Having just come
from Assembly, and with
our Southeast Area Days,
Interim, Biennial and the
next Fried leadership
conference already being
planned I am especially
mindful of the many
occasions we have to share
our gifts of hearts, minds
and souls with our worldwide community of WRJ sisters.
WRJ Southeast District proudly hosted our 50th Assembly
in Orlando, FL in October. Special thanks to Wendy
Adamson and her Local Arrangements Committee for
representing our Southern hospitality so well! I was
pleased to see that many of our Southeast sisters were
first timers and I know that they are now busy back at
their own local sisterhoods enthusiastically doing their
best to describe the exhilarating feeling. The truth is- you
just can’t! You must experience this joyful sense of
oneness in Sisterhood for yourself to truly “get it”.
We were inspired hearing intelligent, well known speakers
such as Anat Hoffman, Lily Ledbetter, and Anita Diamante
in an intimate setting. We proudly listened as Rabbi Rick
Jacobs, URJ President, Rabbi Jonah Pesner, Director of the
Religious Action Center, and Jeremy Kronig, NFTY
President, each told us personally how important WRJ has
been in their lives and in the history of the Reform
Movement. We attended workshops ranging in topic from

personal growth - (How to be more productive with less
stress and how to be a successful leader) - to global
concerns - (anti-semitism in Europe, and the growth of the
Reform movement in Israel). A personal highlight for me
was getting to meet and network with some of the women
from other countries who are beginning Women’s Groups
in their synagogues. I met with women from South
America, Israel, and Spain, beginning what I believe will be
a successful global collaboration and forming wonderful
new friendships. There were workshops as well on all
range of sisterhood concerns such as marketing, attracting
new members and programming. Add in the spiritually
uplifting services and the dynamic performances of many
of the top names in Jewish music such as Julie Silver, Beth
Schafer, Dan Nichols, and Josh Nelson and you can just
barely begin to explain the week!
Our gatherings, however, serve a greater purpose than our
own person experiences. When the Women of Reform
Judaism come together and meet we get things done!
With an eye on the future of Reform Judaism and the
newest generations coming of age within it, our WRJ
leaders have been shaping new ideas to insure our
organization will continue to thrive. We broke new
ground by voting to allow individual membership in WRJ,
allowing any woman who identifies as a Reform Jewish
Woman, anywhere in the world, to join our ranks. We
amended our calendar from a two to a three year cycle to
better accommodate our meeting schedules and our
needs for continued new leadership bringing fresh ideas.
We passed three resolutions, on Pay equity, Family Leave,
and Distracted Driving, that resounded deeply with our
attendees. I was personally very proud to see the
thoughtfulness, respect, and compassion that each woman
brought to these discussions. We are truly beginning a
new chapter with WRJ and I am excited to be a participant
in shaping our next century. I invite you to join in the
planning as well. All of our constitutional revisions and
resolutions are on the WRJ website - www.wrj.org. In

President’s Message: (cont.)
addition, your Area Directors, Senior Ads and Vice
Presidents, Ellen Petracco and I are available and eager to
discuss these changes and any questions or ideas you may
have. All of our contact information can be found on the
Southeast District website www.wrjsoutheast,org.
I believe that the very best way to become more familiar
with the myriad of opportunities that your WRJ
membership affords you is still through face-to-face
gatherings. You have many options for taking advantage
of these. To begin, you can request a Southeast District, or
a WRJ speaker to come to your sisterhood or temple and
talk about any sisterhood or WRJ topic from YES fund to
Torah study to Board leadership training and anything in
between. To get a small taste of a Biennial experience,
you may attend, or even better, host an Area
Day. We currently have Area Days planned in
Miami in January (see flyer in this newsletter)
and Boca Raton in May. There are still
opportunities available this year for you to host
one in your area. It does not require
tremendous effort on the part of your
sisterhood, but it is a tremendous experience!
Please contact your Area Director or any
Southeast Board member for more details.
Please mark your calendars NOW for our Kallah
weekend in Atlanta April 1-3. Here you can truly
begin to experience the camaraderie and
spirituality of our larger gatherings while learning
about leadership, Torah, personal growth and
growing a successful sisterhood. If that isn’t
enough already, we have begun planning for our
district-wide Biennial October 27-30th in
Clearwater, FL. Come join us for a beautiful weekend on
the beach as we welcome a new Board, new sisterhood
leaders, future leaders, and our “first timer” Southeast
sisters!

I want to again wish you all a very Happy Channukah and
thank you for sharing your time and energies with your
sisterhood and the Southeast district. As we all kindle the
lights of the menorah I pray that your WRJ experiences
create a warm glow, as mine have, when we each share
our light with each other in friendship and sisterhood.
Warmly,
Madi Hoesten
WRJ Southeast District President

Report/News
Critical Issues and Social Action
WRJ is very active with critical issues and social action
involving people around the world. Some of these issues
have been in support of racial equality, LGBTQ equality,
rights of people with disabilities public education,
immigration reform, gun violence prevention, employment
rights and criminal justice.
Jewish tradition compels us to end hunger, homelessness
and poverty, and to encourage short and long term
solutions to economic injustice. WRJ is committed to
supporting the State of Israel, working to advance
pluralism and the peace process. WRJ is actively involved
with concerns of human trafficking that is happening in
our own backyards and has been promoting programs to
make our Sisterhoods more knowledgeable of these
concerns.
Most recently, during our 2015 Biennial Assembly, three
resolutions were brought forth and voted upon by the
general assembly. They were: Pay equity, Distracted
Driving and Paid Family and Medical Leave.
To highlight the resolution on pay equity, Lily Ledbetter
was awarded the Jane Evans award and spoke to the
assembly on her experience working at Goodyear. She
had been a foreman on the night shift and was one of four
(4) foremen employed by Goodyear and had been working
for them for many years. It was a well-known policy at
Goodyear that employees were not allowed to discuss
their salaries and this was possibly reason for dismissal.
But, an employee unbeknownst to her provided the
salaries and names of the three other foremen (all men).
She found that she was paid approximately one third of
the salary of her male counterparts. She tried to discuss
this with her Supervisor who told her that she was
incorrect. She was just trying to put food on the table for
her family. With support from her husband she took her
concerns to the local EEOC and they felt that she had a
viable case. She found an attorney to represent her and
they stipulated that she only had to pay them if they won
the case and they would get a percentage of the outcome.
This case was heard and ruled in favor of Lilly Ledbetter.
Goodyear appealed the case and it was sent to the appeals
court, who did not rule in her favor. Her attorney sent it
up to the Supreme Court and they determined that her
case did not have merit due to timeliness of the case. Lilly
stated that this was not true, but that was the end of the

case. She goes around the country speaking about her
case and pay equality issues. Her attorney’s office
expended approximately $500,000 on her case (because
they believed that she had a winnable case) and has not
received any benefit for their time and expenses. As a
result of her efforts, in 2009, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay
Act was signed into law, amending the Civil Rights Act of
1964. Enforcing the Fair Pay Act is still a struggle.
http://www.wrj.org/social-justice/resolutionsstatements/2010-2019/pay-equity
The second resolution discussed and voted upon by the
assembly concerned distracted driving. Many members
spoke of a family member hit by someone texting, talking
on a cellphone, using a computer or putting on makeup
while driving.
One member of the Southeast District spoke about her
husband who was involved in a car crash and was
paralyzed and a few years later died from these injuries.
The person involved in this car crash took his life a few
months after the car crash so sadly this involved two lives.
This resolution was also voted on with enthusiasm and
passed.
http://www.wrj.org/socialjustice/resolutions-statements/2010-2019/distracteddriving
The third resolution involved paid family and medical leave
and was to be supported financially by both the company
and the employee. Members of the Assembly stood up to
say how they had been discriminated against when they
had to take medical leave to support family members
during their time of need.
http://www.wrj.org/social-justice/resolutionsstatements/2010-2019/paid-family-medical-leave
Although there was some discussion concerning how
smaller companies may not be able to handle this
resolution financially, the resolution was voted upon and
passed as written.
This is just a sampling of the issues that WRJ actively
supports. More information on WRJ issues and concerns
over the past 100+ years can be found on the WRJ website
under Social Justice. http://www.wrj.org/social-justice-0
Submitted by:
Mindy Grinnan, Critical Issues and Social Action Chair

NEW BUSINESS:
The following is an email from Marla Feldman to the
Board of WRJ. Many of you were at Assembly and
got to hear Jeremy. I am sure you were as impressed
with him as I was. I wanted to let you all read this and
feel the pride I did upon reading- WRJ truly does have
a significant impact on our Youth!- Madi Hoesten
From Marla Feldman:
I received this lovely note today from Jeremy Cronig,
the NFTY President, who offered welcome remarks
during our YES Fund luncheon. He wanted me to
share this thank you note with you:
Dear WRJ,
I was so appreciative of the opportunity to attend and
offer the opening prayer to the YES Fund Luncheon.
Thank you for being so welcoming to me in my first
experience with the WRJ. I did not fully grasp the
amount of good your organization does until
attending this luncheon. Thank you for all you do and
have done for NFTY over the past 75 years. The
work of WRJ has touched the lives of over 150,000
Jewish teens (just those who are NFTY alumni) and
all of them owe you a debt of gratitude. Thank you
for extending your loving and welcoming community
to me during the URJ Biennial.
Thanks,
Jeremy Cronig

Wishing all my WRJ sisters a
Happy Thanksgiving and a
bright and beautiful
Channukah. Thank you for
sharing your light with your
sisterhoods and with WRJ.
With Love,
Madi

CALENDAR DATES:
Area Day—January 24, 2016 Miami, FL
Area Day—May 15, 2016 Boca Raton. FL
WRJ District Kallah/Interim – April 1 - 3,
2016 Atlanta, GA
WRJ SE District Biennial – October 27—30,
2016 Sheraton Sand Key, Clearwater, FL

Southeast District
At Biennial

Mazel Tov to our sisterhoods receiving
awards at the WRJ 50th Assembly!
OUR OR AMI WINNERS:
SILVER
Congregation Ahavath Chesed Temple Sisterhood,
Jacksonville, FL
BRONZE
Sisterhood of Temple Shalom, Oxford, FL
HON. MENTION
Congregation Schaarai Zedek Sisterhood, Tampa, FL
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El, Tuscaloosa, AL

SISTERHOODS WITH A MEMBERSHIP INCREASE GREATER
THAN 10%
Southeast District
Congregation Mickve Israel Sisterhood, Savannah, GA
Sisterhood Congregation Kol Tikvah, Parkland, FL
Sisterhood of Temple Beth Torah, Wellington, FL
Temple B’nai Sholom Sisterhood, Huntsville, AL
Temple Beth Am Sisterhood, Pinecrest, FL
Temple Beth El Sisterhood, Charlotte, NC
Temple Beth El Sisterhood, Pensacola, FL
Temple Beth Israel Sisterhood, Macon, GA
Temple Judea Sisterhood, Coral Gables, FL –

Please visit www.wrj.org and Yammer to :
- Review all the Or Ami award winning Sisterhood programs
- Find great Membership resources

Southeast District
At Biennial (cont.)
Lisa Singer, WRJ Treasurer will be the Guest Speaker at Biennial
2016 in Clearwater, Fl

Promoting our Biennial – Building a Bright Future: Save-the-Date: Oct. 27 – 30, 2016: Clearwater, FL

Southeast District
At Biennial (cont.)

Southeast Sisterhood Award Winners

Relaxing at Biennial!

Southeast District
At Biennial (cont.)

Our own Sherry Schwimmer on the big screen – inviting us to some Hospitality in Charleston at our next Fried
Leadership Conference.

Temple Shalom receives their WRJ Charter

Press Release
Oldest Jewish Women’s Religious Organization Broadens Reach,
Advocates For Pay
Equity and Paid Leave at Biennial Convention

New York, NY, November 8, 2015 … Women of
Reform Judaism (WRJ)’s 50th Assembly united
Reform/Progressive women from across North
America and around the world who came together to
learn best practices, make decisions about the
organization’s future, worship together, and connect
with other leaders within the Movement.
The WRJ’s 50th Assembly, a biennial tradition since
WRJ’s founding in 1913, took place Nov. 4-8, 2015 at
the Marriott’s Orlando World Center in Orlando, FL
and had more than 500 women from across the U.S.,
Canada, Israel, Spain, Guatemala, Brazil, and
Argentina.
“WRJ’s Golden Assembly was truly a one-of-a-kind
experience for the WRJ Board members and
alumnae, WRJ District and sisterhood leaders, and
sisterhood members,” said WRJ President Blair C.
Marks. “In continuing the WRJ tradition of excellent
conferences, our participants were able to learn new
skills and share ideas, celebrate Shabbat with
worship and song, form new bonds and reconnect
with old friends, and leave feeling inspired as they
return to their sisterhoods and Jewish communities.”
In a landmark decision, the WRJ delegates voted to
expand WRJ’s membership beyond affiliated
sisterhoods to include individual women who identify
with its values and objectives. Additionally, the
conference focused on the WRJ Pay Equity initiative,
featuring 2015 WRJ Jane Evans “Pursuit of Justice”

Award recipient Lilly Ledbetter and a resolution to
mobilize its sisterhoods to work toward pay equity.
Delegates also passed resolutions advocating for paid
family and medical leave policies and for distracted
driving preventive measures.
Highlights of the WRJ Assembly included educational
workshops and learning sessions, forums, and
speakers, including Vice President of the United
States Joe Biden, actor and inclusion activist Michael
Douglas, The New York Times columnist Nicholas
Kristof, The New York Times correspondent Jodi
Kantor, Union Square Hospitality Group CEO Danny
Meyer, U.S. Attorney Paul Fishman, U.S.
Ambassador-at-Large of International Religious
Freedom and former Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism (RAC) Director Rabbi David
Saperstein, and current RAC Director and URJ Senior
Vice President Rabbi Jonah Pesner.
As in previous years, the WRJ Assembly joined
together with the concurrently held Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ)’s Biennial for a Shabbat celebration of
5,000 Jews who participated in services, music, and
programs.
Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) strengthens the
voice of women worldwide and empowers them to
create caring communities, nurture congregations,
cultivate personal and spiritual growth, and advocate
for and promote progressive Jewish values.
Contact: Dana Stein, 212-650-4066
dbstein@wrj.org

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods
Temple Bat Yam
East Ft. Lauderdale, FL
This will be my 1st report of our Sisterhood activities for
the year. With all the exciting events planned for our
Sisterhood and the WRJ Assembly, it promises to be a
most wonderful year.
We had our Installation early this year because of
scheduling. It gave us the opportunity to have an event
called April in Paris. It was spectacular. We had many
reminders of Spring, Paris and the foods that went along
with the Paris theme. What would April in Paris be
without a fashion show. Our own Melanie Jolles owns a
boutique called Essentials so she provided the fashions.
We included the religious school upper grades to
participate and you can imagine that they stole the show.
We had models from 14 to 87. Whenever in doubt about
programming a fashion show always brings out a crowd.
We couldn’t have done it without Joan Kline who is such a
stickler for details and when you walked in the room you
really felt you were at a little bistro in Paris.
We were able to honor our outgoing presidents with a
plaque to be placed in the library. Suzan Maurer and
Sophie Gold decided early on in their term as copresidents that they wanted a room of comfort in
our temple for the youth group to meet, the Rabbi to
have meetings in, the Sisterhood to enjoy and to be
surrounded by our books. They were able to raise
the funds through Sisterhood, and design the library
to meet the needs of the temple. The best way we
could give thanks to them for their presidency and
efforts was to have a plaque placed in the library
honoring their work.
We dedicated this year as “Sisterhood of the Book”.
Our 1st book discussion will be a Tea Party complete
with tea, scones, tea sandwiches and mini pastries,
at a local restaurant to discuss the book Lucia, Lucia
by Adriana Trigiani. This will be followed throughout the year with several Book and Movie events.

We also have a very active Lilith Salon. About a month
after each issue comes out the phones start ringing as to
when and what the discussion is going to be about. We
have tried to keep the refreshments down to light fare,
but with our group it always ends up being a gourmet
delight.
We also had a small group take an excursion to the Boca
Museum of Art to see the Helena Rubenstein Exhibit. Our
docent was amazing and brought to life this incredible
woman who was so incremental to the modern day
cosmetic industry. We all gathered for a lovely lunch at a
local restaurant. Sometimes small is wonderful as we had
the opportunity to get to know a new member of our
congregation and of Sisterhood.

Mable Ladin

At Installation…..

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Temple Beth Am
Pinecrest, FL
Temple Beth Am Sisterhood is off to a great start this
year! It’s been a whirlwind of activity as we began our
season back in August with a meet & greet with our new
Senior Rabbi; he is very supportive of our Sisterhood.
We’ve introduced a Women’s Torah Study class that was
well-attended, and had over 40 orders for the Women’s
Torah Commentary as a result! We have 2 book clubs that
have been meeting on alternate months since August, and
a Rosh Chodesh with our youth was a beautiful session for
sharing ideas.
A new program we introduced this year was “Welcome
Gatherings” where we invited women in the community
(both members and non-members of Sisterhood) for
small, intimate gatherings at members’ homes, where we
could get to know each other. We facilitated a discussion
about each other’s passions. Quite a few new members

resulted, and everyone enjoyed the opportunity to gather
without the pressure of a large program.
Opening Event on September 30 was a huge hit – with
185 women attending! You can read about it and see
some of our photos at www.sisterhoodblogTBAM.com All
the photos are up on our Facebook page.
We sent four women to WRJ Assembly Orlando; the
learning, comradery, and passion for Sisterhood and all
that we mean to each other and our community was
profound. In our temple’s December newsletter, we
wrote an article highlighting the relationship with WRJ. In
addition, our President Pamela Lear has accepted a
position on the North American Board of Directors.
Another special event was a fundraiser for our Lynn
Cromer Leadership Initiative, created to support
leadership development. We shared ideas to make the
holidays more meaningful and fun. The evening included
wine & cheese, a demonstration for making some
delicious appetizers, a napkin folding demonstration,
assembly of a turkey-themed centerpiece (this was the
week before Thanksgiving) and a conversation led by our
rabbi about the concept of “hiddur mitzvah” – our
responsibility for making a mitzvah beautiful! The coup de
grace was 5 groups of women who created tabletop décor
on display for various holidays Chanukah, Thanksgiving,
Shabbat and Passover.
We are eagerly preparing for next year – the schedule
includes a Sisterhood Shabbat with Rabbi David Wolfman
doing a keynote speech at dinner plus various workshops
over the weekend, a Southeast District Area Day (January
24 in Miami - - hope to see lots of district members
then!!), a Purim Basket Fundraiser, a Women’s Seder, and
much more.
Pamela Lear
President, Sisterhood of Temple Beth Am

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Temple Shalom
Oxford, FL
Our Temple Shalom Sisterhood Community Outreach
Committee was honored to receive the Bronze Or Ami
“Light of my People Award” at the recent Orlando
Biennial. We present Interfaith Jewish holiday programs
about Sukkot, Hanukkah and Passover at eleven Assisted
Living, Independent Living, Rehab and Memory Care
facilities located in and around The Villages, Florida.
Jewish and non-Jewish residents are invited to attend our
educational multimedia presentations.
We tell the residents the history of the holiday we are
presenting and how the holiday is celebrated today. We
share our personal holiday experiences with the
residents, and the residents share their stories with us.
Tambourines are then passed out along with song sheets
we have prepared and everyone has fun singing the lively
holiday songs. We often are fortunate enough to have live
music provided by Committee members who are
musicians. We conclude by serving holiday treats to the
residents that the activities directors have provided.
Residents, health service workers, and activity directors
all enjoy our holiday presentations and look forward to
our next appearance.
The WRJ Biennial experience for Outreach Committee
Members was universal. The convention was amazing!
The prayer services were both uplifting and emotional.
The music at the services was just phenomenal. The
rabbis and cantors were extremely dynamic and talented.
The sermon at the Friday night services delivered by the
young man who is president of NFTY was impressive. We
all enjoyed volunteering -- the WRJ Registration area and
the WRJ Exhibit Hall Sales booth were a few of the spots
we filled. This was a wonderful chance for us to meet so

many interesting people from all over the world. And the
workshops offered were informative and innovative. Just
people watching at the convention was terrific fun. Most
amazing was the large number of young male and female
cantors and rabbis present; as well as the young people
from the URJ youth groups. The attendees and presenters
at the convention in general were so vibrant and so
excited about Judaism. Their enthusiasm and excitement
proved contagious. We all walked away from the Biennial
feeling so proud and so appreciative of our Jewish faith
and culture. This was an extraordinary experience and we
look forward to attending the next Biennial.
Temple Shalom in Oxford, Florida is still a fairly recent
member of the Union of Reform Judaism [URJ] and the
Temple Shalom Sisterhood, a new member of Women for
Reform Judaism [WRJ]. In the short time our Sisterhood
has belonged to WRJ, we have benefited enormously. We
have become more aware of Sisterhood’s role in our
Temple; we have reached out to Sisterhoods in the
Southeast Florida WRJ District and have been welcomed
by them in return; we have been honored with receiving
the Or Ami Award; we are strengthening existing
programs such as our Rosh Chodesh Group by opening it
up to WRJ activities such as Women of the Wall and we
look forward to further expanding Sisterhood’s
involvement in a wide range of programs that impact on
Temple Shalom; the Southeast District and, in fact, the
entire globe. Most of all, we are very happy to find WRJ
members and executives to be so friendly, so caring and
so helpful.
Shalom,
Sylvia Elinoff, Community Outreach Chair
Miriam Jersky, Temple Shalom Sisterhood President

As we prepare to celebrate the 1st night of Hanukkah, consider giving back and giving more
meaningful Hanukkah gifts this year. WRJ has partnered with Jewish Women International (JWI) to
make the holidays special for some of the 15,000 children living in domestic violence shelters. Help
make a difference for the youngest survivors of violence while celebrating those you love with the
WRJ/JWI Hanukkah Project. Give a gift that sends books and comfort to more than 40 libraries in
shelters.
Here’s how it works:
You choose a special person in your life and make an $18 donation in their honor.
A beautiful card will be sent during Hanukkah to each designated recipient, stating that a
charitable contribution has been made in their honor.
Proceeds from the sale of these cards will be used to provide children’s books to domestic
violence shelters for the holidays.
In addition, your gift supports the year-round social justice work of WRJ and JWI.
You can buy your Hanukkah Project cards online at www.jwi.org/wrj-hanukkah.

