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CAPAY VALLEY
Andy Smith was “Ma Bell” for the Capay Valley

from 1948 to
1988, as sole owner and operator of Capay Valley Telephone System, Inc.
Andrew "Drew" or “Andy” Elmer
Smith was born Feb. 26, 1922 in
Guinda and was a life-long Yolo
County resident. Mr. Smith was a
1940 graduate of Esparto High
School and spent two years in the
U.S. Navy. From 1948 through 1988,
he was the owner of Capay Valley
Te l ep h o n e S y s t e m I n c. , a n d
affectionately known locally as
"Andy the one-man telephone
company." He was also a life
member of VFW Post No. 7143,
American Legion, Fraternal Order
of Eagles, 50-year member of
Golden Sheaf National Grange-and, of course, a member of
Telephone Pioneers of America.

Old Guinda phonebook scans courtesy of Mike Bloom of Guinda.
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Ok, how many of you have
lived long enough to
remember the old crank
phones? And 10-22 person
party-lines that lasted even
longer than that? Well, I do!
And I remember Andy Smith,
a good friend of my Dad’s
and a similarly happy soul,
living in the beautiful Capay
Valley nearly all his life, and
for most of that time,
singlehandedly running the
independent phone company
for the whole valley.
A s f o r m y m e m o r y,
growing up as pretty typical
“farm kids” we were left
along often and given strict
instructions on what to do in
an emergency--which
included how to use the old
crank phone and reach a
switchboard operator!
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There would be no “playing on the phone”: everyone knew your distinct ring and
many could listen in on your conversation--and your light lit up the switchboard, so a kindly but stern voice
would ask, “Which one of you Monroe kids is this?” But when you needed help, it was always there, very
personal and generally very caring--don’t ya all just miss those days?!
When Andy Smith returned
from the Navy and WWII, he
paid $6,500 for the existing Capay
Valley phone service in 1948. At
that time he had 83 customers on
6 lines--one of which had 22
people sharing one line! The basic
rate was $2 per month!
In an interviews for the
Sarasota Herald-Tribune and
the Sacramento Bee in the
1970s, Mr. Smith claimed he

then had 280 customers from Capay to Rumsey, and had had only 32 days
of vacation in 28 years--but in some ways, every day was a vacation
because he loved his work and life in the beautiful valley where he was
born! The basic rate at that time was $5.30. He was then applying for a federal
loan to increase the size of his phone service--the valley population was growing
and the lack of privacy was still an issue: People would use the pay phone in front
of the Guinda phone company office for an real privacy! By now
the value of the company was over $200,000-not bad for the lone-stockholder, who “had
$28 in my pocket” and borrowed $1000 from
an uncle for the down payment in 1948! The
$650,000 loan he sought in 1975 was to upgrade service for 500 numbers--all on private
lines! At that point, Andy would have to
finally hire another full-time employee. Until
then, only full-timer, he had spend a couple
of days each month preparing/mailing bills,
and the rest of his time “looking after the
system, installing phones, getting trees off
lines, solving problems.” Smith is president,
general manager, linesman, repairman--and
everything else!
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Capay Valley was tiny, but
not the smallest of
California’s
29
independent phone
companies--Bryan
Telephone Co. had 16
phones! At that time, Pac
Bell had 12 million
costumers and 35 % of the
state had no service.

