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The Pres Sez:
I just spent the last eight days in New Mexico. The weather was great and I put a lot of miles
on my horse. I think my caballo was shocked that he had to get out
and do some work after lying around all winter. One of the good
things of riding near ABQ is that I can also spend some time
with my family.
Coming back to Pagosa, I could see that the snow was
almost gone. After spending several hours a day on my
tractor pushing the snow around it was nice to see some
dry patches of dirt. Hopefully spring is not too far
behind. I know that everyone is anxious to get back out
there and do some trail riding.
We have a busy season coming up. Let’s get our saw
certification and first aid training out of the way so that we
can join John and Lisa Nelson on the projects that they have
identified. We got an awful lot of work accomplished last year.
I feel that we will be able to continue those efforts this year.
We had a very good meeting last month. The food was good and Mitch
gave an outstanding presentation. Our brand inspector had to cancel his talk for this month,
but I know Dick Ray will keep us entertained when he talks about packing in the wilderness.
Please plan on attending the March membership meeting. As always we will have good food,
lots of information, and a chance to socialize with our BCH friends.
Ted Wortman
President SJBCH

PHILOSOPHY and PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be:
1.To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's
back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government, state and private agencies in their maintenance and
management of said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the use of back
country resource by stock users and the general public commensurate with
our heritage.
5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state organizations and
Back Country Horsemen of America.

.
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progress, and this item was tabled until the March
board meeting.

San Juan Back Country Horsemen

Board Meeting – February 20, 2017
Community United Methodist Church, Pagosa
Springs, CO

Announcements
 First Aid/CPR Training and recertification is
scheduled for SJCBH on March 25th at 9:00
AM at the Fairgrounds Exhibition Hall.
 Kristie Hefling forwarded equine insurance
information to all members from BCH/usa.
The email included the necessary contact
info and some pricing scenarios.
 Kristie Hefling is preparing a descriptive
brochure about SJBCH for the upcoming
Rocky Mountain Horse Expo in early March.
This is a dual purpose item, since it can be
used for various informational venues such
as the local Welcome Center, etc.
 Lisa Nelson asked for thoughts on the survey from NWSA (one of our 2016 grant entities) so that the information requested
could be concise and helpful.
 Kristie Hefling reminded the board that
BCH/USA is sponsoring a Master Leadership
Conference on April 29th in Buena Vista, CO.
It costs $100/chapter for four members to
attend. Kristie moved that SJBCH sponsor
four members interested in attending, so
that the workbooks and other info can be
shared with the board. John Nelson seconded, and it was approved unanimously.

These minutes are a rough draft of the meeting,
without corrections.
Attending: Vern & Kathy Jahnke, John & Lisa Nelson, Donna Fait, Gary Staplekamp, Bob Parsons
(Treasurer), Ted Wortman (President), Bob Volger,
Larry Smith (Fundraising Chair), Kristie Hefling (Co
-Secretary) Mike Pluth, Nancy Seay (Membership
Chair), Mary Beth McAuley (Recording Secretary)
The meeting was called to order at 5:06 PM by
President Ted Wortman.
Minutes
Ktistie Hefling moved to approve the January board
minutes as written, with Bob Parsons seconding.
Approved unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report
Bob Parsons reviewed specific highlights from the
January treasurer’s report. Vern Jahnke moved
that the board accept Bob’s report, with Nancy
Seay seconding. Approved unanimously.
Committee Reports
 Larry Smith, Fundraising Chair, expects to
have a report for the March board meeting.
 John Nelson presented the board with a list
of Trails Committee items in progress for
2017. These will be published in the newsletter so members have a point of reference
on the proposed 2017 Trails Projects.
 John Nelson made note of a planned April
Cross-Cut Saw Training class with USFS
trainer Lisa McClure. This class will be
taught to USFS standards.
 John Nelson reported that he was contacted
by Dick Ray, leader of the Outfitter Guides
Association, to organize a meeting between
his group and ours to find common goals of
back country stock access for a few of the
projects planned by the Trails Committee. A
positive discussion ensued, and John agreed
to be the contact for SJBCH in this regard.

Krisite Hefling moved to adjourn the board meeting at 6:05 PM. Nancy Seay seconded. Approved
unanimously.

SJBCH March 20, 2017 meeting
Dick Ray an outfitter and very popular speaker will
be our presenter. He will talk to us about stock
conditioning and getting our horses ready for the
summer riding season. Be there!

Old Business
Bob Parsons reported that he has prepared everything necessary for the general membership vote
this evening regarding the changes to our by-laws.
He gave his notes to President Ted Wortman so Ted
can preside over the voting procedure.
New Businss
There was a discussion regarding the laptop computer and digital projector that is owned by SJBCH.
Tara McElhinney has been tasked to find an upgrade on both items and their software this year,
since both the hardware and the software are aging
rapidly. She was not available to report on her
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San Juan Back Country Horsemen

Chain Saw Training

General Meeting – February 20, 2017
Community United Methodist Church, Pagosa
Springs, CO

April 21, 2017 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Upper Pine admin building for MTDC 212 class room portion, and April 22, 9:00 am.
Meet at Bayfield office and then head out to field for cutting/
bucking portion of class and then again on Sunday if more field
time is needed.

These minutes are a rough draft of the meeting,
without corrections.
The meeting was called to order at 6:52 PM by
President Ted Wortman, who led those attending
in the Pledge of Allegiance.
President Wortman presented awards to Donna
Fait for her leadership of the 2013 Turkey Springs
Gate Project; to Gary Staplekamp and Bob Volger
for their leadership of the 2016 Pine River Corrals
Project.
Program
Member Mitch Wilkerson presented a well researched “History of Horse Breeds” from the preGreco-Roman eras to the 21st Century.
President Wortman resumed the meeting at 8:18
PM.
The previous month’s minutes are available in the
newsletter and were approved by the general
membership.
Bob Parsons presented highlights from the January
revenue and expenditures in his treasurer’s report.
Approved.
Old Business
By-laws Amendment Changes:
1. Mission Statement – Bob Parsons
moved to approve with Mike Pluth
seconding. Approved by voice vote.
2. Membership Types/Duration/Dues –
Kristie Hefling moved to approve
with John Nelson seconding. Approved by voice vote.
3. Article 7/Officer Elections – Bob Parsons moved to approve with Kristie
Hefling seconding. Approved by
voice vote.
4. Dissolution of SJBCH with Treasuy
Monies – Mike Pluth moved to approve with Vern Jahnke seconding.
Approve by voice vote.
Announcements
Kristie Hefling reminded the members that BCH/
USA is sponsoring a Master Leadership Conference
on April 29th in Buena Vista, CO. Our organization
will underwrite the registration cost for four members to attend. Any member in good standing is
eligible to attend. Please contact ASAP Kristie if
interested.
There were approximately 38 members and guests
attending. No new members joined.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Any questions please call: Frank Stockman
Engine Captain 682
US Forest Service
W:970-884-2621
C:970-769-5276
frankvstuckman@fs.fed.us
367 Pearl Street
Bayfield, CO 81122

PPE required for class
Please bring saws to be used by the volunteers for inspection
on field day.

PPE Personal Protection Equipment
Bug eyes

a form of eye protection

Chaps

Personal protection equipment that covers

the legs from the waist to 2 inches below
the boot tops. All wildland fire chain saw operators must wear
approved chain saw chaps.

First-aid kit

Current first-aid and CPR qualification

card.

PPE

Personal Protective Equipment for eyes,

head and extremities and protective clothing. In addition to
PPE for fireline duties, sawyers are also required to use approved chaps and eye and hearing protection.

Safety glasses

A type of glass or plastic lens that will

not shatter when broken or compromised
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Don't Let A Runaway Horse Trailer Happen To You!
By USRider | 2/27/2017

The story is a cautionary tale for horse owners everywhere: Loveland, Colorado fire fighters and other rescuers had to
peel away a horse trailer to save a horse after the horse trailer broke loose and wrecked in traffic.

Make sure you follow the safety checklist from USRider
before taking off on your horse trip.

The story is a cautionary tale for horse owners everywhere: Loveland, Colorado fire fighters and other rescuers had to
peel away a horse trailer to save a horse after the horse trailer broke loose and wrecked in traffic.
The horse trailer was being towed in the Big Thompson Canyon when the horse trailer broke loose and raced down a
hill, hitting a car and pinning the horse inside.
Owner Patrick Lambke told the Loveland Reporter-Herald that the horse suffered minor injuries and is expected to
recover.
So the folks at USRider put together some tips on what horse owners could do to prevent that kind of potential tragedy. We already know USRider and their roadside assistance plan is considered a lifesaver by many horse owners. Their
expert advice is great, too:
When a breakaway system is working properly, it will lock the brakes automatically if the trailer becomes disconnected from the tow vehicle.
“Be a good steward – don’t take chances with the safety and welfare of your precious cargo,” said Bill Riss, general
manager of USRider, the nationwide roadside assistance program for equestrians, which provides emergency road service to its Members in the Continental United States, Canada, and Alaska.
To ensure your breakaway system is in good working order, USRider offers the following safety tips:

Have a qualified mechanic test the system for proper operation annually.

Have your battery load tested to check the current. A qualified trailer mechanic or personnel at most auto-parts
stores can perform this test. Replace old and weak batteries.

Regularly inspect the cable and switch for the breakaway system. Replace the cable if it is showing signs of wear.

Keep the top of the battery and the battery terminals clean. A small wire brush and dielectric grease will help maintain an excellent electrical connection. Remove the battery when the trailer is stored or is not used for extended periods. If
possible, store the battery in a warm area away from children.

Use the proper battery for your breakaway system. Consult your owner’s manual, or check with the trailer manufacturer.

If your battery has removable cell caps, maintain acid levels by adding distilled water. Take care when adding water.
Wear protective eyewear, and do not overfill.

Maintain the charge. Do not allow a battery to remain discharged for extended periods. Twelve-volt batteries are
considered totally discharged below 11.9 volts. Check voltage with a digital voltmeter.
To help maintain a battery’s charge, USRider highly recommends a built-in battery charger. These systems can be installed on
your tow vehicle to charge your battery every time you tow. For rigs that are used infrequently, we recommend using a charging system that provides a “float” charge for extended times when your trailer is not in use.
“For frequent travelers, we especially like breakaway battery systems with built-in chargers and battery status LEDs,” added
Riss. “A good breakaway battery system is just another example of a vital safety accessory that we hope to never have to use.”

In addition to maintaining your breakaway battery, keep your trailer’s brake and electrical systems in good condition.
“We have seen numerous wiring issues with horse trailers,” said Riss. USRider has addressed this issue with a safety bulletin recommending that all horse owners have their horse trailers’ wiring checked by a competent mechanic.
“Regretfully, the wire-handling aspect on most horse trailers is a black-eye in the trailer-manufacturing industry.”
USRider provides roadside assistance and towing services, along with other travel-related benefits to its Members
through the Equestrian Motor Plan. It includes standard features such as flat-tire repair, battery assistance and lockout
services, plus towing up to 100 miles and roadside repairs for tow vehicles and trailers with horses, emergency stabling,
veterinary referrals and more.
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SJBCH Calendar 2017
Mar
16-18 4 State Ag Expo Montezuma Fairgrounds Cortez, CO
20
Board meeting 5:15 P.M. Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
SJBCH monthly meeting, Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
Pot Luck 6:15 P.M. General member meeting 7:00 P.M.
29
4CBCH Tack sale consignment LaPlata County Fairground Durango, CO
Apr
1
4CBCH Tack Sale LaPlata County Fairground Durango, CO
17
Board meeting 5:15 P.M. Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
SJBCH monthly meeting, Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
Pot Luck 6:15 P.M. General member meeting 7:00 P.M.

For Sale
Ken Beck has hay for sale. He is also offering winter boarding. Call 970 903 6051

Notice to Weary Rocky MountainTravellers!
Bayfield Colorado.
SJBCH member, Jill Cleary , has a tiny house and horse lodging. The tiny house can sleep up to 4 but is most
comfortable for 2. You can park your trailer and let your horse stretch his legs in the paddock. No barn stalls
available but tall pine trees work pretty well for escape from sun. For more information contact directly for
pricing and availability, taking reservations for summer 2017. Hay can be made available upon request, neg.
coggins/medical required for horse. 505-859-5554
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These ads are from businesses that have supported our chapter

Located on historic Main Avenue in Durango, Colorado.
171 Suttle Drive Ste A
In Bodo Park 970 247-4007
Durango

The Durango Diner has endured as one of the
town's few landmark eateries. "The Diner" is
well known for their nostalgic no-frills meals,
local buzz, and the Green Chili and Southwest Salsa sold through-out the country
(970) 247-9889
957 Main Ave. Durango, Colorado
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Ask for Chester or Gloria.
Chapter members and friends
Will receive a special rate.
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FIRESIDE CABINS

Along the San Juan River at 1600 E.
Hwy 160 in Pagosa Springs; offer 1 and
2 bedroom cabins, dogs and stock welcome. Owners Guy and Diane Ludwig
are the hosts for the SJBCH summer
party on June 10 again this year.
Tel: 970-264-9204 or 888 264-9204
Email: firesideinn@skywerk.com
Web Site: www.firesidecabins.com

PAGOSA FEED COMPANY

PAGOSA NURSERY

High quality feed for your horse. We carry a full line of
horse supplements including products to put on weight,
probiotics, electrolytes, protein supplements, amino,
psyllium, white salt and horse mineral. We have horse
toys, grooming products and 1st aid along with fly spray,
masks and fly sheets. We carry grazing muzzles, a
full line of Miller horse buckets and water tanks and
slow hay feeders. Come by with any questions or concerns, we would like to help

8

