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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION AND OUR GUILD 
 

 Billets and Blades is the official publication of the North 

Carolina Custom Knifemakers Guild. It is compiled and published 

in four annual issues, with two additional special publication 

dates possible each year. 

 The North Carolina Custom Knifemakers Guild was 

formed to meet the needs of the growing body of custom knife 

makers in the southeastern United States. The purpose of this 

newsletter is to serve as a medium of exchange for the members 

of the NCCKG. 

 Billets and Blades is copyrighted in its entirety by the 

North Carolina Custom Knifemakers Guild. Permission to quote 

small noncontiguous passages is freely given as long as           

appropriate citations are used. Permission to reprint, in whole or 

in part, must be requested from the Guild. Please contact the  

editor. 

 Knife making and related endeavors are inherently     

dangerous crafts or occupations. The material contained in this 

newsletter is for information only and is not intended for private    

instruction. Therefore, the North Carolina Custom Knifemakers 

Guild and its Officers and Editor specifically disclaim any and all 

responsibility for damage or injury that may occur as a result of 

the use of any information that is contained in this newsletter. 

 

 

Advertising Policy: 

 The NCCKG accepts no paid advertising as a matter of 

policy. From time to time, advertisements may appear that are 

deemed by the officers to be in the best interest of the Guild. 

Space for advertisements is offered free to Guild members who 

wish to promote a service or offer specific items for sale.  The 

officers and editor reserve the right to edit advertisements for 

brevity. 

 Members, please submit ads to the either the president 

or the editor at one of the addresses shown to the right. 

 

STEP UP. BE SEEN.  
 

Featured Knifemakers are needed. 

Donõt be a wallflower! 

Please let us get to know you and your work. 

Contact Barry at longbowbarry@gmail.com  

FROM THE EDITOR  
 

 If you are a new member, 

please make sure that I have your 

correct email and physical mailing 

addresses. You may send this          

information to me via email or the 

address listed on the right. 

 If you are currently receiving 

Billets and Blades but are no longer 

interested in receiving it please let 

us know. You may contact Barry or 

Darrin (see contact list on page 3) to 

have your name removed from the 

mailing list. Thank you.  

 If you know of someone who 

may be interested in becoming a 

member, please let Chris or Barry 

know and weõll be happy to mail a 

copy of the current newsletter to that 

person.  

 Existing members, please 

check the website to verify that we 

have your correct information.      

Especially your correct email address 

so you may be contacted should the 

need arise. I am also always in need 

of pictures, articles and ideas on 

how to make the website and    

newsletter better. Please contact me 

with any suggestions. 

 

 

www.ncknifeguild.com 

 



Well Spring is almost here and I am preparing for the 

Blade show in Atlanta in June.  This year will be my 

5th year attending as a vendor, my only regret is not 

having gone as a non-vendor my first year. As a ven-

dor I am tied to a table and have a hard time getting 

away to see the show. For those who have not gone I 

strongly suggest you giving it a visit if you have never 

been. Its worthwhile going just for the opportunity to 

buy knifemaking supplies, and the motivation you will 

get looking at the best knifemakers in the world. I will 

probably make more knives this year than all my pre-

vious years combined up to this date. I continually 

find ways to refine my processes to make knives more 

efficiently. If anyone would ever like to discuss my pro-

cesses in depth feel free to engage me at the next 

meeting as I am always willing to share my secrets to 

any willing to ask.   

 

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  
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2015 GUILD OFFICERS &  

DIRECTORS  

 

President  

Chris Williams  

7198 Henry Smith Rd.  

Saint Pauls, NC 28384-8235 

910.391.6573  

blindhogg@aol.com  

 

Vice President  

Barry Clodfelter 

10001 Archer Rd.  

Davidson, NC 28036  

704.791.6588   

longbowbarry@gmail.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer  

Arthur Summers  

1310 Hess Rd  

Concord, NC 28025  

704.787.9275  

arthursummers88@hotmail.com  

 

Director  

Joel Sandifer  

246 Lockhaven Pl.  

Raeford, NC 28376  

910.565.3973 sandifercus-

tomknives@gmail.com  

 

Director 

Mark Hall 

100 Dove Court  

Clayton, NC 27520  

919.810.8408  

markhallcustomknives@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Editor & Webmaster 

Chris Williams & Barry Clodfelter 
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Bladesmithing competition  

 

For any who did not attend the 30 January 2016 meeting we held a 

Bladesmithing competition. We had five participants Tim Scholl, Barry Jones, 

Scott Mcghee, Jack Stottle-

mire and Liam Hoffman. 

While we had only planned 

to allow four, we just had a 

hard time saying no to any-

one who wanted to partici-

pate. Guild officers decided 

we did not want to constrain 

participants on how they 

preferred to build a knife so 

we allowed both forging and 

or stock removal for creating 

the knives. All participants 

were given a piece of 1084 

steel approx. 9ò long by 1.5ò 

wide and 3/16ò thick and a 

choice of either wood,or 

G10 scales along with pin stock 

and Epoxy. Our only rule was 

make a hardened/tempered knife 

that will  
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Bladesmithing competition  

 

be juried by the 

members of the 

meeting and make it 

in four hours or less. 

It was very interest-

ing to see the differ-

ent approaches each 

participant used. 

Liam Hoffman, Jack 

Stottlemire and Scott 

Mcghee all decided 

to forge there knife 

leaving Tim Scholl 

and Barry Jones the 

only ones who chose 

the stock removal 

method . It was very entertaining watching the difference between  the different 

ways say Scott Mcghee and Liam Hoffman went at it in the Forge. The  con-

trasting ways Jack, Scott and Liam used to move the metal was quite different.  

Tim Scholl Decided to make a Persian inspired knife complete with hamon, Bar-

ry Jones chose a utility style 

knife complete with a finger 

groove. Jack Stottlemire chose a 

hidden tang style knife with a 

Stag handle and Scott McGhee 

chose to go with a Dagger and 

lastly Liam Hoffman went with a 

recurve choosing to use the 

Black Walnut wood provided. 

To look at the knives, one would 

never believe any one of them 

could have been crafted in half a 

day ,  


