
We have just returned from a different time zone, one 5 hours ahead, so verse 11 is speaking to me on many levels.  Especially the line, understanding the present time.  On our way there, as the times were getting all messed up, we worked hard to get the girls used to their new schedule.  But on the way back, if we ignored the present time, we were either up way too early or sleeping in way too late.  I may have had multiple alarms set to make sure I made it here on time.


I did not want to sleep through this time, because the time is nearer now than it was before.  When I last preached 3 weeks ago.  I closed with the illustration of Pinnochio on Pleasure Island, who just barely realizes that this is not the way to live before fully becoming a donkey.  But this is the latest in a long line of slumbering, of walking in darkness that Pinnochio has undergone.  There are so many times that he could have chosen to wake up and save himself and Geppetto so much extra pain.


But why do we so often choose the way of pain and heartbreak, rather than light and love?  It is because as great as the way of Love sounds, there are things that we need to let go in order to fully live it out.  The biggest one is the rule of our life.  Paul concludes in verse 14, that we are to clothe ourselves “with the Lord Jesus Christ.”


We live in a world that sometimes assumes that is just Jesus' full name.  Lord Jesus Christ, or Reverend Ryan Mandeville.  But those three words carry with them three things that we need to put upon ourselves in order to be in the light.  Lord is another way of saying Master, Ruler, the one who decides how your life is going to go.  It comes from the servant slave world, where another person provided all you needed to live and you carried out whatever they asked of you.  You gave up yor rights and became dependent on them for life and survival.


It should be obvious why we shy away from that title, in this land of people pulling themselves up by their own bootstraps.  But doing so is to our detriment.  Because if we have pulled ourselves up by our own bootstraps, then who catches us when we stumble over our own boot laces?  We are not as likely to stumble on our bootlaces if we are walking in the light, because we will be able to see that they are untied, and if we don't address it right away, we have someone who loves us to much to allow us to keep walking, without stopping to tie them.  We are too precious in his sight for such things to happen.


The next name of Jesus was his actual first name.  However, it carried with it great meaning as well.  Jesus means, Yahweh Saves, or Yahweh rescues.  Which highlights the fact that if we are trying to save ourself, we are not putting on the clothing that Paul recommends.  Not only are we not to rule our lives, but we are not to try and fix our lives on our own.  God is the one who will bring order to the chaos.  God is the one who has done what is necessary to make our lives right.  I watch people all around us try and save themselves from the life they fear.  They end up sending themselves deeper into the feared life.  It is time for us to let Jesus rescue us from ourselves.  Which is part of his role as our Lord.


Jesus' supposed surname is actually a descriptor.  It means “anointed one.”  While I often use it interchangebly with Messiah, the meaning behind those two titles is the idea of being anointed, set apart.  In the Old Testament, three positions were anointed, “King, Priest, and Prophet.”  Jesus comes to us in the fulness of all three roles.  He comes from the line of King David, is a Priest in the line of Mechelzidek, and fulfills the role of the Prophet Elijah.  These three titles place Jesus above any other name.  If Jesus is King, while similar to a master or Lord, the King is not just concerned for his family, but for his Kingdom.  Which in Jesus' case extends the globe and beyond.  As priest, he is not just concerned for his purity, but for all of those around him.  As prophet, we can trust that he will tell us what God wants us to hear, not what we want to hear.


These three titles ask us to put our lives into Jesus' hands instead of our in every aspect of our lives.  How we live it, how we save it, and how we redeem it.  Which almost seems to cut us out of the picture.  Except for the hardest piece.  Actually putting on these pieces of clothing.  Some of you may have noticed Eva wearing her Esla dress.  If you did not, that means you did not see her between Christmas morning and when we left.  It has been a challenge to get her to take that dress off and get in the bathtub, to get into her pajamas.  No other clothes will do, even if it is bitterly cold out.  Snowpants and dresses go great together.  


But that is not understanding the present time.  It is not time for an Elsa dress.  It is not time for carousing, drunkenness, sexual immorality or debauchery, not even dissension or jealousy.  Those things make it hard to put on the proper clothes.  We try to wear both and end up like Esme in her snowsuits, that little image of a star laying on the floor on her back, unable to roll over or crawl, because she is one big ball of layers to beat the cold.


So we have to decide which way we are going to dress.  Are we putting on our pajamas?  Or do we understand the present time and realize that we need to wake up and start behaving like our salvation is here?  Personally, I would rather live in a world where Salvation is here.  From the situations where the time is unknown, I find my tendency to scrimp and save often encumbers life.  Rationing everything out just to make sure it lasts is no way to live.  Giving recklessly and with abandon is how God describes himself in Luke 15.  The term prodigal means, “spending money or resources freely and recklessly; wastefully extravagant.”  But we do not do that, because we are saving up for retirement, putting it away for a rainy day, or don't want to find out we wasted our resources on the wrong person.


Yet we are to love our neighbor as ourself.  We are not to harm our neighbor.  The way we are to put on the armour of light, is through putting on our Lord Jesus Christ.  Of letting him be our Lord, Rescuer, and Anointed King, Priest, and Prophet.  When we let someone else into any of those roles, we find ourselves on the verge of going back into the darkness.


Returning to Pinnochio, Jimminy Cricket was there as his conscience.  The Good Fairy there as his rescuer.  Geppetto was there as his loving father and creator.  But Lampwick, the fox and cat, stromboli all told him things he wanted to hear.  All helped him love himself instead of his neighbor.  To which Pinnochio found himself lying, getting into more trouble by trying to rescue himself, and caused others to get hurt as they came to help Pinnochio.  All of which could have been avoided if he would of allowed a man from Nazareth to take those roles on as his Lord, Jesus, and Christ.  His master, rescuer, and anointed King, Priest, and Prophet.


It is not a stretch to say that when Pinnochio finally figured this out, allowed Jesus to be Jesus, he found himself loving his neighbor as himself, and he finally became a real boy.  I pray that we all continue to grow in our experience, so that we can fully become a real follower of Jesus.  Don't be lazy and sleep past your appointed time.  The time is now.  The work of the cross is completed.  You just need to wake up and clothe yourself with the armour of light, put on your Lord Jesus Christ..  
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”[a] and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”[b] 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
The Day Is Near
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.[c]

