


Jews demand miraculous signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, 

but we preach Christ crucified: 
a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those whom God has called, 

both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God.  

For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than man's strength.

1 Corinthians 1:22-25



Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The 
crowd that gathered around him was so large 

that he got into a boat and sat in it out on 
the lake, while all the people were along the 
shore at the water's edge.  He taught them 

many things by parables, and in his teaching many things by parables, and in his teaching 
said:

Mark 4:1-2









1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..

Part 4. The Seed Fallen on the Four Fields



1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..

Part 4. The Seed Fallen on the Four Fields



1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..

Part 4. The Seed Fallen on the Four Fields



1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..

Part 4. The Seed Fallen on the Four Fields



1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..
22. The seed grows and not always bear . The seed grows and not always bear fruitsfruits..
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2. The seed grows and not always bear 2. The seed grows and not always bear fruitsfruits..

The parable invites us to reflect 
on the complexities of faith:

Genuine growth in faith can be 
measured only by the 
development s in a person’s life.

• Does faith endure prosperity 
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• Does faith endure prosperity 
as well as hardship?
• Does it yield fruit?



2. The seed grows and not always bear 2. The seed grows and not always bear fruitsfruits..

“Faced with disbelief among 
their own families and 

communities, many life-long 
Christians become 

discouraged. … ”

Faced with the difficulties of 
maintaining a vibrant faith 
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maintaining a vibrant faith 
community in today’s world, 

many begin to wonder 
whether their efforts is 

worth it.



2. The seed grows and not always bear 2. The seed grows and not always bear fruitsfruits..
Loss has been a part of the process from 
the beginning.

Despite the vigorous opposition to the 
word,  it still yields a rich harvest. 
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1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..
2. The seed grows and not always bear 2. The seed grows and not always bear fruitsfruits..
33. The secret of the . The secret of the KingdomKingdom of God is given to of God is given to 

you.you.
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3. The secret of the 3. The secret of the KingdomKingdom of God is given to of God is given to 
you.you.

He also said, "This is what the kingdom 
of God is like. A man scatters seed on 

the ground.  Night and day, whether he 
sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how.

All by itself the soil produces grain-- first 
the stalk, then the head, then the full 

Mark 40:30-32
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the stalk, then the head, then the full 
kernel in the head. 

As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has 

come.“

Mark 4:26-29



1. The Lord went out to sow His 1. The Lord went out to sow His seedseed..
2. The seed grows and not always bear 2. The seed grows and not always bear fruitsfruits..
3. The secret of the 3. The secret of the KingdomKingdom of God is given to of God is given to 

you.you.
44. . ProsperProsper the Kingdom of God on the good the Kingdom of God on the good 

soil.soil.
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