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Sculpture Tree by Rich Stout and Vickie
Stewart - 2nd place

Hague Seniors Candy Tree - 1st place
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The Hague Market Patron Tree - 3rd place

"International Flags"
Silver Bay YMCA

"EMS Theme" HVFD

"Flowers by Bartsie"
Bartsie Patchett

“Apple of my Eye”
Alison Craig Realty

Crazy Caterers

Garlands and Candy Canes
Neil and Sandy Rypkema

“Red, White and Blue”
Memorial Day Committee

Groups and Businesses in Hague
Yada Yada Bible Study
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HOLIDAY IN HAGUE A SUCCESS
The 10th Annual Holiday in Hague took place on a cold
but clear Saturday, December 4, 2010 with many of the popular
activities repeated. Beautifully decorated trees lined the Hague
Brook for the Tree Contest. It must have been a hard decision
for the judges with all the wonderful trees that had been decorated. A tree lovingly created by Pat Hintze and the Yada Yada
Bible Study featured people and businesses in Hague. It even
had a miniature Dan Belden and Bertha Dunsmore on it as well
as ornaments depicting many members of the Hague Chamber
of Commerce and others involved in “Holiday in Hague.”
The results of the Dog Parade contest were Hans “the lit up
Boxer” with owners Bill and Katy Wells in first place, Maddie
“the holiday princess” with owners Neil and Sandy Rypkema
coming in second and third place going to Jake “New York Giants mascot” with owner Pat Pengitore. The awards for the Dog
Parade were donated by Lara Smith of Meadowbrook Farms.
Lara and her family also brought several wonderful dogs looking for adoption.
All the dogs were a big hit especially Art Hatfield’s Samantha, the St. Bernard. One child exclaimed, “Look, Mom, there’s
Beethoven!” The Hague Chamber of Commerce thanks all
those who participated in making this a very successful
“Holiday in Hague.”
... Judy Stock

HAGUE SENIOR(S) OF THE YEAR
Much to the surprise of the recipients and delight of the
audience, Lynn and Bob Patchett were jointly awarded the
Hague Senior of the Year designation by the Hague Chanber of
Commerce. Sal Santaniello presented a plaque to them and
cited their involvement in Town activities, including Bob as
Town Councilman. Pat Hintze, President of the Senior Club,
noted that “they are always there when we need them.”

MEMORY TREE

Bob and Lynn Patchett had a summer home in Pine Cove
and purchased the Trout House in 1971. Over the last 40 years
they have expanded Trout House Village with son Scott and his
wife Alice. They have been active members of the Chamber of
Commerce and have given much of their time and resources to
help make many Town events successful. Bob and Lynn have
also maintained their interest in Town government and are frequently seen at the Town Board meetings.

There is still time to make donations for the Hague Memory Tree. The names of all those in whose memory donations
are given will be published in the January issue of The Hague
Chronicle. To include someone on the Memory Tree, please
send $1.00 per name, with checks made payable to Hague
Chamber of Commerce BUT mailed to Community Center
Memory Tree, PO Box 509, Hague, NY 12836. Donations can
also be given to Diane Trudeau or Bertha Dunsmore in the
Community Center.
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Thanks to those who sent in their recent pictures. The Editor has selected these photos to feature for Holiday Decorations
in Hague, for Interesting People or Places in Hague and for
Animal Photos.

Kristen Keefer
“Christmas Sled”

Pat McDonough
“Christmas Wreath”

JOHN BARBER HONORED BY SILVER BAY
The Board of Trustees of
the Silver Bay YMCA presented its
Luther D. Wishard Distinguished
Leadership Award to John C. Barber of Sabbath Day Point, Hague,
in recognition of his outstanding
leadership to Silver Bay and his
service to the YMCA movement
for 58 years.
The award, named for Luther Wishard, the person responsible for founding of the Silver Bay
YMCA, recognized John Barber as
a devout and committed advocate
for the YMCA’s mission of selfless service to others here and
abroad. He is only the fourth recipient of this award which is
presented for exceptional service.
A child, grandchild and nephew of visionary leaders in the
YMCA Movement, Barber’s Y work began as a 16-year old at
a summer camp in Flagstaff, Arizona. Since that time he has
been an unfailing, tireless presence for the Y, inspiring others
and telling the story of the Y’s work lifting up all those who
need support. Mr. Barber has been a champion for the YMCA
in New York State and around the globe, traveling to China,
Egypt, India, Japan, Mexico and Singapore. He has been Chair
and Vice-Chair of the Silver Bay YMCA Board of Trustees, and
served on the Board’s Governance Committee.

Chris Ianson “First Snow”

Paul Stolarsky
“What, no swimming today?”

Kristen Keefer “Winter Brook”

Paul Stolarsky “Pets in the Park”

After his retirement to Hague, Mr. Barber remained focused on turning words into action and commitment. He was a
founding member of the Northern Lake George Rotary and
serves on the Board of Directors of The Hague Chronicle. He
has served as president of the Hague Fire Department and
Chairman of the FUND for Lake George. During the summer of
2010, the FUND gave its highest honor, the James D. Corbett
Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Protection of Lake
George, to Mr. Barber.
In presenting the Wishard Award, Paul Bell, a past Silver
Bay Board Chairman, noted that like Mr. Wishard, Mr. Barber
has an exceptional ability to work with others and nurture the
next generation of leaders. “Never heavy-handed or moving an
idea with brute strength, John has instead worked diligently,
quietly and oh-so-wisely at spotting young, talented individuals
and helping them grow into a new generation of YMCA professional and lay leaders,” Mr. Bell said. “John has only the best
dreams for Silver Bay,” Mr. Bell continued; “and he’s never
been shy about using his considerable intellect to move people
into action.”

Kristen Keefer “There they go!”
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HAGUE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

SENIOR CLUB NEWS

Your volunteer firemen, their families and friends recently
took time out for the annual HVFD Christmas Party, with a
sumptuous buffet served up by Katy, Linda and Crew. A load
of non-perishable food and children's gifts were collected on
Santa's behalf and a great time was had by all, with music provided by our favorite DJ, Tom Haskell.

During our Annual Christmas Luncheon, President Pat
Hintze, in her usual humorous style, highlighted the past twelve
months of Senior Citizens’ fun programs and activities—a list
almost as long as Santa’s. She mentioned everything nice - our
baked potato and other game days, the fund raisers, the Memorial Day Parade, the Café and Christmas Shop, and the many
fun trips (among them Floating Classroom, mini-golf and gondola ride in the rain at Lake Placid). She thanked all Town
staffers, the previous Senior Board members, the Senior Club,
and every good Samaritan for their deeds and help that made
the year such a success.

In usual business, after some major maintenance, Engine
#342 is back in service. There were 3 fire /ambulance calls in
November using 28 man hours.
During the recent election of officers Jon Hanna was
elected to the Board of Directors, and Diane Trudeau and Katy
Wells were re-elected, all to 3 year terms. A more complete
result of elections will appear in our January article.
It’s the time of year to make sure that you have the right
tires for winter driving conditions, and take the precaution that
no ice is safe ice.
We are always looking for new members at all levels, so
start the new year by joining your local volunteer fire department.
... Joe McCranels

NEW FESTIVAL GUILD OFFICERS
The Ticonderoga Festival Guild elected new officers at
their annual meeting. Casey Skahan of Hague was elected
President with Pat Wania of Hague as First Vice-President.
Also elected were Sue Liddell as Second Vice-President, Beth
Hanley, secretary and Nan Reale, Treasurer. Skahan is returning to the Board having previously served a term as President.
Presented with certificates of appreciation were retiring
Board members Sheryl Bailey of Hague, Joan S. Miller and
Lloyd Burroughs. Cathie Burdick continues as the Executive
Director.
The annual Twelfth Night Celebration hosted by the Guild
will be held at 7 pm on January 6, 2011 at the First United
Methodist Church in Ticonderoga. Area choirs will perform
their favorite Christmas music. Carols will be sung by the audience, and light refreshments will follow the program. The program is free to all but donations will be accepted following the
program. For more information, call the Guild office at 5857015 .

Then Janice Belden, wife our Town Supervisor, said the
blessing and the party commenced with the delicious meal —a
catered affair by Katy Wells and helpers Linda Mury and Carolyn Dunn. After the punch, lunch and dessert, Sal Santaniello
revealed Hague’s 2010 Senior Citizen of the Year as a double
award—which went to Bob and Lynn Patchett. Our congratulations to both!
Dottie Henry, our long-time member and previous Editor/
Publisher of The Hague Chronicle, got an early birthday poinsettia from the Seniors and congratulations on her upcoming
90th birthday on Christmas Day. Our own elves, Ray and Diane
Snyder with Bob and Kay Caldera, passed out to everyone mini
balsam keepsake gifts made by Gladys Graser. The Snyders’
potted cuttings of their Christmas cactus and aloe plants went to
our lucky raffle winners.
Pat thanked the honored guests for their support including
Supervisor Dan Belden, Town Board members Edna Frasier,
Dick Gladu and Mark Martucci, as well as members from the
Hague Chamber of Commerce.
Our 2011 officers will return: Pat Hintze - President, Kathi
Ramant – First Vice-President, Ray Snyder - Second Vice President, Gladys Graser - Treasurer and Cathy Christiansen Secretary. We’ll all meet next on Tuesday, January 25, 2011, at
1:30 pm at the Community Center. Guests are welcome!
… Christine M. Ianson

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – 11/18/10
The ZBA meeting was cancelled due to lack of applications.

THE HAGUE CHRONICLE is mailed out by volunteers on the Thursday after the third Tuesday of each month. The
News deadline is six days earlier.
Please send news or address corrections to the Publisher, Judy Stock at
<HagueChronicle@nycap.rr.com>.
The Hague Chronicle is supported by its readers and you may send your yearly (check your label for due date) tax deductible contribution, made out to The Hague Chronicle to:
THE HAGUE CHRONICLE
PO Box 748
Hague, NY 12836-0748
Editor/Publisher: Judy Stock (518-543-6517)
Editorial Staff: Pat McDonough, Janet Hanna
Photography: Chris Ianson, Judy Stock

Treasurer: George Ianson
Layout Editor: Jim Henderson
Database Manager: Jan Whitaker
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TOWN BOARD MEETING - 12/14/10
Supervisor Dan Belden and Board members Dick Gladu,
Mark Martucci, Rudy Meola and Edna Frasier were all present.
A moment of silence was held for Charlie Antonetti, Inza
Jordon, Jim Lafferty, Donald Skahan and Winfield Scott.
MIke Farrell, the engineer on the remediation work at the
highway garage, reported that 155 tons of contamination were
taken off site but there was less than anticipated and no groundwater was involved. As a result the final cost is about $91,000 much lower than expected. Councilman Gladu requested that
Farrell put together a complete maintenance manual for the
highway department’s use including an audit checklist as suggested by Bruce Clark.
Graham Bailey told the Board that the Open Water Swim is
scheduled for the last weekend in August in Hague. It will
probably be a two day event on Saturday, August 27 and Sunday, August 28, 2011. There will be more details in January.

elect Cuomo wants the appointments to come from “inside the
blue line” (i.e. Park residents). This paid position ($26,000 per
year) requires monthly meetings and committee meetings.
Anyone interested in being nominated to serve should contact
the Supervisor.
The Board also held special meetings on November 17 and
December 13, 2010.

PLANNING BOARD – 12/2/10
Chairman EJ Siwek and Board members Richard Frasier,
Mike Cherubini, Bruce Clark, John Brown and Pam Peterson
were present. Martin Fitzgerald, Sr. was absent.
COMMONS (26.10-1-37.1) 31 Commons Way (TR-1R)
The Board approved the two-lot subdivision of a 2.38 acres
parcel. Lot one will consist of 1.28 acres and lot two will consist of a 1.1 acres. Lot two will be merged with Tax map #
26.10-1-36 and create a lot of 3.6 acres.

The Board set the date for the next Oktoberfest as September 24, 2011 from noon to 5 pm. They will discuss related issues (a cut-off time, insurance, promotion, etc.) at a later date.

DOCKSIDE LANDING MARINA (26.17-2-28) 9130 Lakeshore Drive (TR-1)

Councilman Meola referred to past minutes and asked if
there had been follow-up on several issues - among them letters
that should have been written, selling a truck, work on the
kitchen, plans for an updated vault, zoning fees, engineering
report on icing issue on some local roads, etc. Each of these
concerns was addressed and the official Board minutes should
indicate who will be taking care of each item or what has been
done.

The owners are requesting a change of use from a Model
Home/Marine Store (the Log cabin) to a restaurant. A public
hearing was held and many neighbors and other residents asked
questions of the owner and of the project manager. The main
issues remain the crosswalk from the parking lot to the building
and the needed DOT approval, the scope of the business (hours,
bar, music, lighting) and environmental concerns including
stormwater runoff.

Work is progressing on the cell tower and depending on
the weather should be ready by March 1, 2011. Independent
Towers sold their interest in the project to Florida Tower Partners who will pay the Town the agreed upon $900 per month.

The owners plan to be open for lunch around 11 am and
have the last serving for dinner at 9 pm with closing about 10
pm. It will be light food (“pub food”) and there will be no live
music. Bruce and Sandy Rust, former operators of the Island
View Restaurant, suggested that with the great need for dining
spots, the owners may find it so successful that they will have a
problem with traffic – both on the Lake and from the road –
creating a serious safety issue. A principal investor at the meeting stated, “We emphatically want to follow what is best for
all.”

The Board set the date of December 29, 2010 at 4 pm for
the end of the year meeting. They set the date of January 11,
2011 at 6:15 pm for a public hearing on a variance for a sewer
system for John Geils.
Renewal forms for the annual partial property tax exemptions are available in the Assessor’s Office. They must be filed
by March 1, 2011. More information will be in the next issue
of The Hague Chronicle.
The Board approved pledging support ($5000) for the
Asian clam eradication effort on Lake George.
Councilman Meola made a motion, which was approved, to
have all sales tax money in 2012 (giving the County time to
include the change in their budget) come directly to the Town
of Hague and not left with the County. The Town can collect
interest on the money before it goes back to the County if the
Board decides to continue to help reduce County taxes for
Hague taxpayers.
John Brown’s term on the Planning Board ends this
year and he will be leaving the Board. Anyone interested in
being on the Planning Board should contact the Town.
Supervisor Belden reported that there are two openings on
the Adirondack Park Agency Board. He said that Governor-

Much discussion revolved around what safety measures
could be implemented. The NYS Department of Transportation
(DOT) plans to conduct a safety review and will make recommendations in the next few weeks. The Board decided to keep
the Public Hearing open until their meeting next month in order
to have some DOT input.
WILSON (25.1-1-17 & 18) Summit Drive & Route 8 (OCI)
Application has been made for a Major Subdivision of two
parcels equaling 148.8 acres. If approved 10 new residential
lots will be created. Lot lines have been reestablished so that
no lot line crosses into or through a wetland and will maintain a
200 ft setback from the wetland. The project is a Class B regional project.
Robert Holmes, representative from Jarrett Engineering,
addressed several of the concerns that had been discussed at
past meetings. The Board approved the preliminary plat and a
public hearing was set for January 6, 2011.
12/10
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The Ticonderoga Sentinel is a rich research source; here’s
an excerpt from December 1897 that paints a happy Christmas
picture and a reminder of the joy of sharing with others the
spirit of the day.
“One of the pleasantest affairs ever witnessed in this vicinity was a Christmas tree for the little ones on Christmas day at
the residence of Czar Putnam near Uncas Bay. For weeks the
preparations have been going on, and on Christmas evening
nineteen little ones, with their parents, assembled at Mr. Putnam's, where a tree nine feet high and another baby tree were
weighed down with gifts.
“After recitations by Mrs. Putnam, Miss Leach, Miss Ella
Braisted and Masters John and James Braisted, the Misses Ethel
and Nathalie Shattuck and Madaline Adams, games were
played 'till the tea bell rang. The supper was served from 5pm
to 7pm. The chairs were then arranged so all could see the tree
unloaded by the Messrs. John C. Braisted, John Shattuck, Lewis
Fish, and Czar Putnam, assisted by the Madames Braisted,
Shattuck and Putnam, and the Misses Rhoby Braisted, Leach
and Girard. The little ones were loaded with gifts, even the
older one received a goodly number, although it was meant for
just the children. Yards and yards of pop corn in fancy colored
bags, bags of candy, corn and nuts. Candies and flags decorated
the tree. The gifts included everything—dolls, horses, books,
ties, games, ribbons, dresses, blankets, skates, shoes and even
suspenders.
“The committee wishes to return their sincere thanks to
Mrs. Boone, Miss Anna Burt and Miss Laura Stark for their
gifts to the little ones, also for the decorations for the tree. We
also desire to return our thanks to all who so generously assisted in making our tree a success. In making the little ones
happy we were the happiest ourselves on this Christmas day
than any ever remembered, and we hope to enjoy many more
just such Christmas days with the little ones.”

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEXT PROJECT
The next research project of the Hague Historical
Society will be on Tourist Accommodations and Other Tourist Venues. We need a research crew, as we did for hotels last
year, and our first meeting will be on Tuesday, January 25,
2011, at 10 am at the Community Center. Please call Pat at
543-6725 or email <haguehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com> if
you’re able to help with the research. We’ll be looking for
photographs, old postcards, souvenirs, menus, etc. that have
to do with tourism in Hague in the mid-20th century. Among
many others, we’ll be looking at Indian Kettles, the Bywater,
the Cave, Beachside Motel, Dock 'n' Dine/Scotty’s and
Watch Island, Northbrook and Carney’s cottages. Come and
join the fun! It all leads to a program for our Annual Meeting in June.
Looking for gift ideas? Don’t forget our note cards
at Juniper’s and the Silver Bay General Store. We also have

available a book published by the Adirondack Museum,
“Seneca Ray Stoddard: Adirondack Illustrator”. It’s only $10
and perfect for those who appreciate Stoddard and his work in
the Adirondacks. If you’re interested, give us a call at 5436725 and we’ll deliver it. If you’d like it mailed, just send
$12.50 to Hague Historical Society, PO Box 794, Hague, NY
12836, and we’ll get it right out to you.

MOHICAN CRAFTERS SEEK NEW MEMBERS
Would you like to spend a couple of mornings a month
with a group of friendly, multi-aged ladies. Good. We'd like to
tell you about our group. We're called the Mohican Crafters and
we meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month at the Hague
Community Center at 10 am and end our session with tea, coffee and refreshments.
We have talented people who would love to teach knitting,
crocheting, quilting, needle point, rug hooking, embroidery,
etc., or have you teach your favorite hobby. Come join us and
bring any craft you want to work on. We draw friends from
Crown Point, Ticonderoga and Hague or points near or far. We
go out once in a while for lunch, shopping or adventure. Just
give a call to Maureen at 543-6463 or Jackie at 597-9752. We
hope you'll become a part of our group. ...The Mohican Crafters

TICONDEROGA TRENDY THREADS
Trendy Threads Consignment Boutique is a new, family
shop in Ticonderoga that sells consigned clothing, footwear,
bridal gowns and other related items. The boutique is located at
85 Montcalm Street (in the former Verizon Wireless space) and
is open on Tuesday through Friday from 10 am to 5 pm and on
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm.
This family boutique is run by Brandee (Curtis) Goodness
of Ticonderoga with help from her mother and her daughter,
Danee-Jo. Brandee saw a need for this type of shop in the Ticonderoga area. She had been to various consignment shops
herself and was able to use her experience as a consumer to
create her new business. The shop is well-organized and has
dressing rooms. Most items are on racks and everything is
clearly marked with sizes and prices.
Trendy Threads has a very specific consignment policy and
times when items may be taken to them. The well-written policy, available at the shop, should be referred to before any items
are taken in for consignment.

GALLERY TO BE OPEN
Tavish Costello has announced that The Gallery at
Hague Creek will be open for holiday sales with reduced prices.
The Gallery will be open December 31, 2010 and January
1 – 2, 2011 featuring Upstate New York artists.

TRANSFER STATION HOURS
Wednesday: 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday: 9 am to 4 pm
12/10
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~SOUNDINGS~

and had been interviewed for an oral history project by the
Hague Historical Society.

BORN: A girl, Ella Rae Barnett, on August 30, 2010, to Neil
and Hollie Barnett of Jacksonville, FL. Ella joins older sisters
Jordan and Doriann. Ella is the granddaughter of Pete and Pat
Barnett of New Smyrna Beach, FL, and the great-grand daughter of the late Ruth and Spike Barnett of Hague.

Inza was predeceased by her husband, Ernest R. “Gramp,
Pap” Jordon and her granddaughter, Colleen (Baby) Fuller.
Survivors include one daughter, Gladys Rockwell and her husband, Vernie of Hague; five grandchildren, Ronnie Fuller and
his wife, Maria, Korinna Spath and her husband, Eric, Darrell
Rockwell, Scott Rockwell and Donnie Fuller; and 17 greatgrandchildren, Becky Ryder, Ryan Ryder, Andrew Spath, Hannah Spath, Monica Lawrence, Jordon Fuller, Kendra Mango,
Karissa Cook, Derek Fuller, Gage Fuller, Jessica Fuller, Jared
Fuller, Jabe Rockwell, Kia Rockwell, Joseph Fuller, Alex Fuller
and Jessica Fuller; and 11 great-great-grandchildren. She is also
survived by several nieces and nephews including her special
niece, Linda Megow and her husband, Lou.

BORN: Twin daughters, Eleanor Elizabeth Wyndham Pannell
and Laurie Marguerite Preston Pannell to Eloise and Tom Panell of New York and Hague on November 10, 2010. Proud
grandparents are Sylvia and Clifton Pannell of Athens, GA and
Hague and Serge and Micheline Wagner of Montreal, Canada.
DIED: Anthony J. Grasso, 86, of Lyndhurst, NJ on November
1, 2010. Mr. Grasso made his summer home in Cape Cod Village, Hague. Mr. Grasso was predeceased by wife Claire and
daughter Diane Marshall. He is survived by daughters Patricia
Grasso and Carol Grasso-Lubeck and grandchildren Shawn and
Ryan Marshall.
DIED: Charles Richard Antonetti, 75, of Hague on November
13, 2010. He was a member of the Hague Wesleyan Church
and was an avid motorcyclist. Many people in the community
knew him through his work with the Hague Volunteer Fire Department and as an instructor in the defensive driving courses.
He is survived by his life companion, Ruth Rosekrans and his
children, grandchildren and a great-grandson.
DIED: Winfield Albright Scott, 96, on November 17, 2010 in
Gladwyne, PA. Win was a veteran of World War II and was
very active in many civic organizations in PA. He is survived
by his wife of 66 years, Florence, and his sons Donald, Kenneth
and Richard Scott and his daughter Christine Oliver and their
families including nine grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren. The family vacationed at their home on Lake
George, in Pine Cove.
DIED: Donald R. Skahan, 85, of New York, NY on November
21, 2010. Donald married Elizabeth Corbett, who predeceased
him, and they resided in Westchester for many years eventually
retiring to their summer home in Hague. He is survived by his
daughters Hillary Wanamaker of Shoreham, VT, Salli Johnroe
of Steamboat Springs, CO and son Casey Skahan of Hague, NY
as well as numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

Our apologies to the Barnett family for errors in the birth announcement last month. We are reprinting a corrected version .

TICONDEROGA HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
The following Ticonderoga High School students from
Hague are on the Honor Roll for the first marking periond.
Grade 12

Second Honors – Francis Barnes

Grade 11

First Honors – Corey King, William Lawrie
Second Honors – Abigail Gurney, EJ Kearns,
Harley Trudeau

Grade 10

Second Honors – Grace Ginn, Chelsea
Kearns, Jordan McKee, Joseph
Rafferty, Alyssa Rodriguez

Grade 9

First Honors – Ty Denno, Sean Lawrie
Second Honors – Taylor Coffin, Jeannette Coon

CHRISTMAS TREE FACTS
The first decorated Christmas tree was in Riga, Latvia in
1510.
Christmas trees have been sold commercially in the United
States since about 1850.

DIED: James P. Lafferty, Jr., 90, of Hague, NY on November
25, 2010. Mr. Lafferty was a summer resident for many years,
prior to becoming a full-time resident after his retirement. He
was predeceased by his wife, Janet Shattuck Lafferty. Survivors include one brother, Thomas Lafferty and his wife,
Patricia, of Alameda, CA and several nieces and nephews.

In 1856 Franklin Pierce, the 14th President of the United
States, was the first President to place a Christmas tree in the
White House.

DIED: Inza M. Jordon, 85, of Hague, NY on November 28,
2010. Inza was the daughter of the late Leon and Myrtle
(Hayes) Wells and a lifelong Hague resident. She was a charter
member of the Hague Fish & Game Club, a communicant of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church of Ticonderoga and a 67-year member
of the Catholic Daughters of America, Court of St. Mary’s No.
794 of Ticonderoga.

Christmas tree lights were first mass produced in 1890.

Inza was a talented artist and well known for her paintings.
She also could recount many stories about people in the area

Thomas Edison’s assistant, Edward Johnson, came up with
the idea of electric lights for Christmas trees in 1882.

President Coolidge started the National Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony on the White House lawn in 1923.
In 1979, the National Christmas Tree was not lighted except for the top ornament. This was done in honor of the American hostages in Iran.
An acre of Christmas trees provides for the daily oxygen
requirements of 18 people.
12/10
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Nature News by Nancy Wotton Scarzello
Blue Jays Return
The recent snowfall signaled to me that it was time to begin feeding the birds again. The two feeders came out of storage
where they had been kept since early spring and I filled them
with the black oiled sunflowers seeds that most birds enjoy.
One, a tube feeder hung from a pole at the south end of the
porch, serves the chickadees, juncos, sparrows and goldfinches.
The other, a Plexiglas hopper-type atop a cedar post sits off the
north end. This one will get sporadic visits from the little birds
when they can find some intermittent quiet time and find it vacant, but most of the day it is the mess hall for a raucous gang
of Blue Jays. By giving them their own feeder, it seems to
eliminate most of the competition and everybody gets a share of
the loot. Squabble amongst themselves? Oh yes, the Blue Jays
certainly do their share of that, but really, I fondly think of them
as a clan of unruly teenagers, beautifully adorned in blue ~
pieces of sky against the snow. And yes, they are messy. One is
there now, throwing seed around and sending it flying over the
edge, uneaten piles of seed scattered all over the snow below.
But the juncos love that! And as soon as the jays get their pecking order worked out, everyone settles down and they actually
take turns ~ for a while, until another skirmish when three or
four or five decide it’s their turn all at once.
I didn’t always love them. But, “absence makes the heart
grow fonder,” they say, and a few years ago they had all but
disappeared. I hadn’t seen one all winter in 2008, and few during the following summer. I had the opportunity at that time to
ask a DEC ornithologist about their absence and he told me
they had noticed it too, and that it was suspected that the West
Nile Virus that had decimated the crow population might have
affected them as well, being members of the same family. I’m
thinking that may have been the case, yet they slowly have returned ~ thankfully, to their previous numbers in my yard. Notice I said “thankfully” ~ I missed them!
When the West Nile Virus first appeared in New York City
in the summer of 1999, nearly 5,500 crows died in 4 months.
Tests suggested that the disease was 100% fatal to American
crows, with many other species ~ including jays ~ susceptible.
Millions of birds died in the following five years as West Nile
swept across the country, accounting for the lack of jays in my
yard for those years following.
Eleven years from when it first reared its ugly head, West
Nile has become a case study for scientists and the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology researchers have found that the virus became
less virulent as it swept westward across America, and that despite this overall susceptibility, crows in species-rich and diverse habitats fared better than those in species-poor areas.
“That’s a finding of some environmental interest, since it implies that diverse ecosystems are better able to mitigate some
pathogens’ effects on highly sensitive species,” said senior scientist Walter Koenig, who led the study. A principal known as a
“dilution effect” works as a sort ecological interference because
viruses grow with varying ease in different hosts. In habitats
with few species, once the disease gains a foothold in a susceptible species, most likely the next individual infected will be
equally susceptible and the entire population can be wiped out.
In a species–rich area, the mosquito that spreads the disease has

a greater chance of biting a species that is relatively immune, a
“dead-end host” so to speak. Viruses that kill their hosts too
quickly also thwart their own chances for survival. Researcher
Wesley Hochachka said, “The only strains able to survive and
keep marching westward were the ones that weren’t as lethal.”
Now, populations of many species are leveling off or recovering like the Blue Jays, and the steepest decline in crow
populations seems to be over and this fast-spreading disease
may fade out peacefully. Phew!
As for my noisy Jays, I am happy for their riotous return to
the neighborhood.
Henry David Thoreau wrote of them in his journal, February 12, 1854, “You hear the lisping tinkle of chickadees from
time to time and the unrelenting steel-cold scream of a jay, unmelted, that never flows into a song, sort of a wintry trumpet,
screaming cold; hard, tense, frozen music, like the winter sky
itself; in the blue livery of winter’s band. It is like a flourish of
trumpets to the winter sky.”

Weather Report by JoAnne DeFranco
November 12,2010 — December 16, 2010
The calendar tells us that winter does not officially arrive
until December 21 but all you have to do is look out the window at the white blanket of snow, to know that winter has already arrived. Tuesday, December 14 was the first plowable
snowfall amounting to 3-5”. Schools were delayed. On Sunday, December 12-13, we received 1.5” of rain. Precipitation
started out as snow and freezing rain. Fortunately temperatures
rose just enough to change all the precipitation to rain.
Our warmest days occurred November 12-16 with temperatures rising to the mid-fifties. On November 17 severe
storms with high winds and almost an inch of rain ended the
warm spell. The week before Thanksgiving was cold with
highs only in the mid 30’s. Thanksgiving Day was 21.
Another low moved in on December 1, dropping 2.3” rain
and wind. The high for the day was 55 degrees but as the front
moved in temperatures dropped drastically. We were fortunate
in Hague. The lake effect snows never reached here.
Most of November/December has been cloudy with a few
breaks of sunshine. Sunrise is now at 7:20 am and sunset at
4:18 pm. December 21 will be the shortest day of the year but
on December 22 the days start to lengthen again.

FRASIER CLAN

Edna Frasier Frasier, Gloria Frasier Peters, Diane Frasier Trudeau, Bertha
Frasier Dunsmore
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HAGUE CALENDAR
JANUARY 2011

DECEMBER 2010
25

MERRY CHRISTMAS

1

HAPPY NEW YEAR

29

4 pm

6

9 am

The Hague Chronicle Board Meeting

6

7 pm

Planning Board

6

7 pm

Festival Guild Twelfth Night

11

6:30 pm Town Board Meeting

14

News Deadline for January issue

18

7 pm

20

The Hague Chronicle is mailed

Town Board Meeting

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
The Hague Chronicle, Hague Volunteer Fire Department,
Hague Historical Society and Hague Senior Club send our Holiday Greetings to all of you. May you have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Ticonderoga School Board

FRIENDS POINT ROADS CLOSED
The Friends Point roads will be closed for the 24-hour
period of 12:01 am on Saturday, January 1, 2011 to 12:01am
on Sunday, January 2, 2011.

ONGOING EVENTS
1st Monday: Fire Department (7 pm)
2nd Monday: Senior Bus to Glens Falls (8:30 am)
3rd Monday: Chamber of Commerce (7 pm)
1st & 3rd Tuesday: Mohican Crafters (10 am)
3rd Tuesday: Ticonderoga School Board (7 pm)
3rd Tuesday: Fish & Game Club (7:30 pm)
4th Wednesday: Extra Helpings Distribution (noon)
3rd Thursday: Carillon Garden Club (11 am)
1st Friday: Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Every Tuesday: Rotary Club (7:30 am)
Every Thursday: Kiwanis (12 pm)
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