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The Wyoming Archesologlst it the momd Sy publicstion ef the Wyoming Archaesloms
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Sito number 48 J O 208 io o groun of smell rocishelters on the
Middie Fork of Powdapy RElver. Starting June 20, tws of these sheltsrs
wWers extavated 'f::_-r memvars o7 the Capper wond Sheridan ochaplers of ihe
Vizomivg Archascio ,:;;i 2el Socisiy.

‘ﬁm ite had Deen dlsgovered esrly in Jupe by Don Grey, AL
Keater, and Ir. B nu;&zan wils dedng the vesonelsoserce in the vieldndty of
48 J0 301, tha Sween Sits. Preliminary ~urfase uaﬁ."ing and small $renchen
ia the *-*:iz gholiers revealod enough cxlfural debris teo make them worthy

gr inve .-.2' gation, and it was dsciied *hz’s.a. they would make good
% prajocts for asome of the naw Cegper ponbers.

The shoelbtara mf:ved %o be wnexpectedly preductive. The first
shelber dug was vory small, but ylelded a8 weoll dai‘in\a.e. habitaticn layar,
and sore B3 artifacts were recovered, slong with twvo chargesl stmples for
datlag purposes. A8 hal besa hepad from suvface flndg ab the previows
survey of the Sweem site, wome MeKean culture begau to appsar.

The seconf aholier to e dug was larger than the firat, and
provad to be proportionately more pz*ndmt;v'a of informetion an well. It
Proved te have severel hablitstion layers which were very well defined in
lerge srcaa of the sheltsr floor, ond 2hese layers provided a weslth of
argifacte and vharconl. Some 123 ariifacts were recovered.

The firet ehelfer to T dug ves callad Nomber Two on the aite
plan.,  Thia shoXter was @bout 20 feot in length, 7 fest high, and had
ahout & &-foot overhang abl %he despest polnt. Immedintely in front of
ths shelter was & £lat space of gromwnd shoub 25 feet in radius, bordersd
in Tront by several large rocks. Some of these large rocks hsd soall
basing ercdsd from them, and served as rabtural water treps dwring rains,

Exeavation was begun on this shelter by digsing a 3=lcot wide
trench perpendicular %o the wall asnd about 25 feet long. This trench
revealed only ons hablitation layer as indieated Yy a2 bend of darkened
enpii,  The dork color was due to charcoel and assh from fires. The z0il
&bove this layer hsad beson disthwhed by animals and other occupante, and
was nob differsntinted from surface material. Some 19 artifacts wove
Tovnd in this naterisl. Thess wera: o scrapers, & blades or fragmenta,
2 MaXean “ype poinits, 1 slde-notched point and 7 poind fragments of valie
dentlflahle style,

The habitation layer produced, among cther things, 2 Mcellsan
pointa, 9 eorner-noichsd pointe, 5 alde=notched points, 1 bi-bevel tyne
artifset (of which mors Zater), and € point fragments of widentificble
tvpo, There ware several blade fragments and scrapers of course,  One
ijﬂ“‘t o? wnddentified vasgs was & swmall ball, 1% inches in diameter,
of igpneovna rock, aguite roumd and wsell pelished. This was probably a
strosm-worn pisce, but the rezason fox itz presencs in the slis is not
lnoan,

The occurrence of the HeKsan typea was very encouraging.
1t was hoped that the HoKean comples might be dated as & result of this
invostigetion. The MeEsan complex is known to Be older than 3200 years
bub hos never bLssn accurately duated.  The shelter yieldsd two sarbaa
samples, Mt the Jdates wmould he of doubtful signiglicance sinecs theve vere
gevaral artifact iypes mixed togsther in the stratwm.

With the completion of work on shelfer Mumber Two, natteantion
as Surned o 8 larger sheltsr, c¢alled Mwmber Thraee. An  azplozsbory ox
investigative Sronch was made, and in the wall of this irench five layere
were aoted. The $op layer waa loose materlal or senlf which yislded =




faw &x8i oty Ihe sceond aye: TRy nd cheviacal, Y
roduded veveral srbifasts, iacly g Bane fne third layes
wed composed of yellow, peblly ga- and ~ontsl ned 1lt¢le charcoal, ep!

in isolated firapiis but pPredoged a pwmbor of artifecta, inaluding Nelean
typese  The fourth layer wmeo agaln darkoned by ash and charcosl, and p=
duced & maber of artifacss, fnciuiing some ¢f the bi-bevel ohjects vaich
ara of considereble interesi, Tha TiTth leyer was otorile shite sand.,

For rscord pusposes, the Piret and secord layors wars pombined
intc Habitation Layer fhne. The third layer wms celied Habiistion Layer
Tro, and the fourth was call:i Hebitation Layer Thiess

Paxie of the sheltor ficor had hoen distwbed by rodent buriows,
and a lesst one plage had Yaen dvg over ma sres of five 2quaxe Tost
@ @0, As excavation proccedsl, a falvly lerge and teaxly undistyrbed axan
was isolated in the middle of the aheltor. The stratigraphy was well ts-
fined in this paterial, snd it wes hoped that aclear sequance of gulturas
would be obiaived here, a9 voll as sufficlent charcoal to afford a carbon
fate on the various levels,

123 artifacts wera recoversd from the shalier, = The grestess
depth of hebitation evidonvs was 34 inchos. mproxinately 400 square (=oi
of floor nrea woro excam.ied.

In Layar One g9me 79 artifucis wore racovored, ineludisgs & Hi-
feces, § dlader, 2 scyrerc, and 16 points. The 15 poinits wexe divided
into 8 side-motohed, 4 cornor=notched, 4 Holloei, anl 3 biohavel tvpe, play
4 fragmente that could not Lo as signed U0 & type. Tha bi-bgvel in oniied
& polnt olthough snome doubt cxists as to its actusl. functions

layer Two yielded 10 Blpodes, 7 sorapers, & tons awls, & bl ages
or choppens, and 28 pointes, The pointe were divided inio B side-n0scned,
1 eorner-notehed, 15 WeKsan, 1 lenceclats, 1 bi=bavel, and 2 uneccignable.

Layer "hree prodused a sovaper, 4 blades, 1 bifese, anc 53 prG=
Jectile pointe or fragmeunta therco?. Tro poinis were; 1 sldesnotched iyp a
with a concave bess, 1 cornor-nciched tvpe, 7 MoKsan, 17 bi=bevel, and 3
baros thet are probably biehevel typec, 1 lanceolats, and 8 weeaignable
FTragmenta.

Adagquate charcoel csmples wers found in sll  three Labl tation
leyars, including severad firepite and hearths which had pelnts in closs
eentaxt, It seecns agsured that dates w111 bo found for all %he horizens
Lol ved. The 27 MeKean points found mean 5o mole 1% quite. ceriain that
the site represented s phase of the MoTsan complex, prinarily during éha
time of daposition of #hs gerond habitation layer,

The Mo¥esn poonle npat have besn hunters, for the straie which
contalned McKean artifocts :1ao containad deer honas lavariably. A largs
mmber of sgerapers was fourd in this gecend layor sles, most of vhigh
wors worn emooth on the edgss, adding further evidence of himis ng and hide
wori:long. -

Much woric will be done on the msterisls racoversd ir oxdoer o
obtaln as acouwraie & picturs ss possidlo of the oultural significance of
the Tinds, dut 1% can Be said at this time that the eita is an fygportant
one in the Mlddle Perlod archeeslogy of this nres.

he bi-bevel ebjects & more sniteble name can proLably be found)
are the subject of much discussion, sons of which ie cutlined bolow. They
will furnish conwreetion snd debese material Top several alghts durins the
aoming wiataers
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Some 23 bi-bavel objects, or perhaps more accurately, 19 bi=be-
vels and 4 probabls bi-bevels were Tuund in Sholter Thres, Three of these
could not be assigned definite levels because thoy came from disturbed
aregag. A1l the others came Yrom Leysr Three, the oldest layer which proo
duced evidence of habitetion &% the site. In Layer Three, they constitu-
ted the predominant artifact in the mumerical semse, the rumner-up being
the 7 McXean points from that leyers v

The neme bi-bovel wes atteched %o the objects becauwse of the
mannsy of flaking slong the sdges. In general oudline {see cover), the
objects rasemble projectile points with lanceclate typs base secticons and
trisngular point sectlonsg. The bhases &are Very finely chipped, showing
long narrow pressure flaking in neny casese The Dases are slightly cone=
cavs, and are lenticular in oross section. The odges of the point soc-
fion are flaked Tfrom one side only, giving the edges a bevVeled appearante.
Both edges cre treated in similar fashion, as 1f, after sharpening one
edgs, the peint was roteted 180 degrees sbout 1lts long axis and sharpenad
on the other edgoe

Several of thess objects are known from surface finds and many
different names have been glven them. The most commonly applied name is
arilli." Other people fsel that they wers re-worksel points that had bsen
gharpened while hafted by sinply fleking from one side, and then rotating
a8 described above. There is, of course, the poasibility that theso are
simply an individuval style of point, deliberately and originally made in
the faghion in which we find them,

Four complete bi-bavels were found, ranging in length from one
and seven-eighths inches to twoe and seven—~eighthe inches. Eight of the
other fragments are nearly complote, &nd probably fall within the size
range of the complete artifacts. Seven of the items are made of red cherh
and the others of various textures and colors of guartzite which occur in
an cutcrop near the site.

A close microscopic examinaftion of all the specimens shows no
wear on the lateral edges. On the four complete Bpecimens, O wear or
polighing of the point can be noted. ELxzeminsticn of the broken specimens
in which the base is intact shows that the points were broken off by force
ezerted toward the bass along the major axis of thas tool, or by lateral
forces whlch "pried" the points off, causing abrupt fracture along a sur-
face nearly perpendicular to the long axis of the 2bject. In at least one
cave, the point is very wide and thin, and would stand very 1little torsion,

Exporiments with quartzite poinis of similar shaps show that
guch material will bear very little torsion in awy case. Tria) with
one of the complete specimens (number 173) from the site showed that even
pasteboard was sufficient o break off the poin’s when it was twisted in
that soft materials The peint will, however, bear considerable compresss
ive stress without breaking.

The feot that this artifsct is the predomlnant typs in the lay-
er in vhich it occurs seems to weigh against the hypothesis that they are
drills.

It is the opinion {and omly an opinion) of the author, that
these are a dlstinct type of projectile point. The subjeat in far from
gettled however, and it is hoped that Site Moo, 48 J0 Z0Z will ghed more
light on the subject. At any rato, the controversy.is an interesting ome
and will lighten scme tediouvs hours Lelween dlgs. ..
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Thls silte conaiaied oF somo 98 loonely piled atons zalms =
long en old treil from the point of itw ';'a'f"..,g::" irn the mouth of ¥iddle Fug!
Campron 0 a2 point almos! twe milos 113 trenh plong the comparatively Nal
froond bordering the canyon: Ie ndddtion to these atructuces, Shere an
two celrna and 5 125=foo% lirae of n.,one on toep of & hill baeside the calmrn
meried trafl, All theess were mapped, end belf of the larger calrn stop
the hill wms excevated. This ceirm produced no artifacte per ese, showing
oply o fow flokasa, one lurse lamellar flisks, snd tve amall bone fregonte
which havo not bDeen ddentifiod, bu: which do rot appear to he huaan.

Photographs of & trall were teken, end some further excuvations
will be done in the fulure st tire permite. It 1a hopad that soms sort of
dato can he obtained for tho struciures. A lerge plece of “mountain melrs
gewy" growing from the center of the caiin vwhich vas excavated may give
a nininum date, but unlens scae tyvped artifectia ¢ar be fownd in directap-
noclation with the cairnsz, or bYetter, some charcom!, there doosnet eseen
0 he wuch hope of getting an exmos dates Certainly, someone spent & loo
of time and effort comastructing iths calims. It does nod sosm likvely thas
thev sarved as simple treil maykers, since msny of them nre quite lerge,
and some are only a few feel apert,

SMOITE EATHES

During the operaticons &t 48 /J0 J03, the woricers were driven of”
the digz by hail aml lightning ong afternoon. - Two days labter, 1t was no=
ticed that a tres near the road to the site wes mouldering. The trae was
wetched For a few days, 4nd when 4t did not seem %o be golng ouh by iis
sel?, the srchseclogists toeir time off and did a little Tire fightingz.
Wetor was pouwred on the smouldsring chae by Louls Allan, she cliabed wp to
the place wihere the lighining hed gtrucli. Several shovels of dir$ throwa
from the ground completes the job. No more snouldering wog notsd in tha
next few daye. :

LOSTHG GROTHD Oﬂ' WORK

As (he pocksholters at 48 JO 303 wero being dug, Don Gray m!
Glenn Sweam found threeé more to dig, and Dr. Bentssn and Don Orey epoits
two more ‘acydes &’ manll oenyon shieh ‘they dfd et dnvestigate, ?mi:
vhich appoared %0 have posaidilitisss Ohe of Hhe suneltera which Ton Found
before broelefnst one morning ylelded two mancs upen surfase examlmstlon
and sppears to ‘he worth somc digeging time ‘l‘m dug,  and Tive Tound.
Wetll nevar coateh vp at this rate.

Some curious strueiures vhich look ulm oaved=in rack 1gloos wers
found also, and these may prove to be cache sijes or storage bins ussd by
Midile Period foragers. ZExcevation may yield some interssting answela.
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