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2011 Durham Middle School All-star Showcase Wrap-up
The second annual Durham Middle School All-star Showcase was a big success.  This year’s event featured both girls and boys.  The 2011 all-stars represented the city of Durham very well,  displaying  their skills in front of coaches, family and friends.  Special Thanks to Doreen Kelly, for her insightful presentation and to Coach Tim Mckenna and Durham Academy for being a gracious host.
The 2012 event promises to be even bigger and better.
Scouting Report:
Girls

Yakima Clifton, G/F, Carrington- The first thing I noticed about Yakima was how long she was, she has the type of length that coaches covet.  She is a very good ball handler who can get into the lane at will.  Her length allows her to get into passing lanes for deflections.
 
Salita Greene, F, Carrington- Salita is a very good rebounder, especially on the offensive end.  Once she gets her hands on a ball its hers, once she corrals the ball a put back is surely to follow.  She was able to create space down low for easy scores.
 
Mone Jones, C, Carrington- Mone standing 6'1" is an imposing player.  She blocked and altered numerous shots on her way to a very good game.  She has very good post moves that allows her to score in the paint.
 
Deja Umstead, PG, Shepard- Deja really played well.  She got everyone involved and made everyone around her better.  Deja always has her head up looking for scoring opportunities for her teammates.
 
Atlanta Woodall, F, Carrington- Atlanta is the type of player that every team needs.  She has her hands in a little bit of everything from steals, deflections, rebounds, and defensive stops.  She does the things most players do not want to do.
 
Justine Lyons, G/F, Rogers Herr - Justine showed her all around game on Saturday.  A steady ball handler she was able to get past her defender in the half court for scores and able to go the length of the court to finish or assist her teammates. 
 
Makieyah Harrington, G, Lowes Grove - Makieyah brought her team back with her defense.  Her pressure on the ball was fantastic.  She came up with steals and caused the opposing guards to commit numerous violations.
 
Zaria Rogers, G, Carrington - Zaria showed excellent ball handling ability during the game.  She was notably strong going left attacking the basket.  Only a 7th grader Zaria has the potential to return to the game next year and compete for best  8th grader.

 
Boys
 
 Robert Robinson, SG/SF, Neal - Robert is a prospect with Big Time potential.  Standing 6'1" he has the size and strength to contribute immediately on the High School level next year.  Robert's shooting ability is his strongest asset, he is able to knock down 3 pointers at a high rate.  He chases down players from behind for spectacular blocks, defends and always plays hard.  Going forward Robert needs to become more aggressive in finding ways to score other than the jump shot, a couple of areas that would help him in this would be off the bounce and posting up, using that great size and quickness to his advantage.                        
Overall I thought he was the best prospect at the event.
 
 
Victor Gray, SG/SF, Rogers-Herr - VJ over the past year looks to have grown 4-5 inches and this has allowed him to grab rebounds and turn those into a 1 man fast break, ala Lamar Odom.  His handle is better and he is learning to attack more.
 
 
Alston Thompson, PF/C, Shephard - Alston is a very intriguing prospect. Defensively is where he hangs his hat right now.  He is a legit 6'4" which makes him a matchup nightmare on the middle school level, he has terrific shot blocking instincts that allows him to block shots out of his area, ala John Henson.  Offensively he has good moves around the basket and finishes at a high rate.  Going forward I would like to see him do more off of the dribble as well as take and knock down the 12-15 ft jump shot.

 
Kentrell Barkley, SG/SF, Chewning - Kentrell played at such a high level on Saturday, he was so efficient with his shots.  In the first game I saw him play I had him for 20+ pts, on mostly on deep 3 pointers that hardly made the net move.  He moved well without the ball and that allowed him to hit short jumpers and floaters in the lane. The second game was no different in that he made very good use of the shots he had.  He just made plays all afternoon, that is what separated him from the other 8th graders. 
 
 
Marvin Tillman, PG, Brogden - Marvin was the facilitator of the day.  He broke the defense down and found Kentrell and Alston for easy scores.  He has an uncanny ability to get past his man and make the right pass.  Offensively passing seems to be what he enjoys his development on his jump shot is going to get him to the next level.
 
 

Eryk Dean, PG, Lowes Grove - Eryk is a lighting quick point guard that can get anywhere on the court he desires.  He breaks down the defense effortlessly and attacks the rim.  He has great court vision and puts other players in position to score.  Only a 7th grader, Eryk has a promising future.
 
Michael Lee, PG, Githens - Mike Lee the top 7th grader last year played well in his 2nd game.  He was aggressive and looked to push the ball full court.  He attacked the basket with and scored effortlessly.  Mike is a wonderful defender who swallows up smaller ball handlers.
 
Patrick O'Keefe, PF, Carrington- Patrick played a lot bigger than his 5'10" frame suggests.  He was able to grab offensive rebounds and score in traffic.  He played very hard and did not take plays off.  Going forward if he can start shooting the ball from 12-15 on a consistent basis that will help his game immensely.


 Markez Melvin, G, DSA - Markez played well on Saturday.  He is a very good 3 point shooter, whom uses very clever dribble moves to create space in order to get his shot off.  Going forward he needs to get stronger to absorb contact going to the rim and continue improving his ball handling.
 
Pryce Sinclair, F, Shepard - Pryce made up some of the special 7th graders in attendance.  He was able to take and knock down jump shots from all over the court.  In shooting the basketball Pryce has a confidence that you don't find very often in players, there is no hesitation once he is open.  Looking ahead Pryce needs to continue to work on his quickness and agility so that people will have to play him for the drive as well as that nice stroke.
 
Justin Johnson, G, Carrington - Justin another 7th grader at the event showed good quickness and some nifty ball handling.
In the game he looked to set his teammates up for scores as well as take advantage of opportunities for himself. I would like to see Justin become a little more aggressive on the defensive end of the court and take advantage of his athletic ability.
 
PJ Stephens, F, Rogers Herr - PJ a 7th grade forward from Rogers Herr played well defensively and was able to knock down a nice jump shot.  PJ like so many other younger players in this game needs to become more aggressive offensively.
 
Mikal Gaylord, G, Lowes Grove - Mikal played well Saturday.  Mikal does not lack confidence for he was one of the few 7th graders that was not bashful offensively or defensively.  Offensively he was able to knock down a couple of 3 pointers and defensively he was always on the opposing guard's dribble.  Going forward Mikal needs to get his teammates more involved on the offensive end, he is quick enough to get past people and demand help so that he can drive and kick to the open man.  

Ford Easley, F, Durham Academy - Ford is a high energy guy.  He just seemed to always be in the right place at the right time, picking up rebounds and loose balls. He positions his body well on the defensive end and is always coming up with those 
50/50 balls.
 
Morgan Jones, G, Durham Academy - Morgan has good size for a lead guard.  He has very good court vision and always looks to pass the ball ahead for easy scoring opportunities.  His jumpshot is his bread and butter, but going forward I would like to see him attack the rim, with his length he should be able to finish over most defenders.

Kenny Murphy
East Carolina Pirates, 89
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