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Uncertainty reigns over B.C. politics
after inconclusive election results
New Democrats and Greens cut a deal, but can they govern?
Across a stretch of 17 consecutive province-wide tilts over the last 65 years,
every B.C. general election since 1953
has ended with one political party or
another – Social Credit, the NDP or BC
Liberals – capturing a majority of seats
in the Legislative Assembly.
Although many contests were close-run
affairs, especially in terms of the popular vote – a not-unusual occurrence in
a province ‘polarized’ between the left
and the right – the winners and losers
almost always were known shortly after
the polls had closed on election night.
Not so with B.C.’s 41st general election.
More than four hours passed through
the evening of May 9 before British
Columbians learned that no party had
obtained an outright majority, and then
another 15 days passed before all of the
ballots had been counted and it was
confirmed that no single party was in
control of the Legislative Assembly.
The only manifestly-evident fact is that
the province likely is in for a prolonged
period of political uncertainty.
The ‘final’ count by Elections BC –
concluded late in the afternoon of May
24 – showed the governing BC Liberal
Party with 43 legislative seats from a
province-wide total of 796,672 votes.
Forty-four seats are the bare minimum
needed for a majority in B.C.’s 87-seat
Legislative Assembly.
Trailing achingly close behind was the
opposition New Democratic Party with
41 seats from 795,106 ballots.

BC Liberals lose MLAs while New Democrats
add new seats to close gap (legislative seats won on May 9)
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The BC Green Party – which garnered
its first-ever legislative seat in the province just four years ago – tripled that
number and now holds the balance of
power between the BC Liberals and the
NDP.
The Greens collected a total of 332,387
votes across the province, yet all three
of their legislative seats were collected
in a single geographic sub-region, the
south end of Vancouver Island.
The popular vote-shares between the
BC Liberals and New Democrats were
40.36 per cent and 40.28 per cent respectively – a difference of 0.08 percentage points. The Greens took 16.84
per cent.
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***
Trailing in nearly every public-opinion
poll prior to the dropping of the election writs on April 11, Premier Christy
Clark’s BC Liberals did well to end up
with a plurality of votes – but the fact is
that the election results were mixed at
best, and disastrous at worst.
Nine BC Liberal MLAs suffered
defeat on election night, including
full-fledged cabinet ministers such as
Susan Anton (Attorney General), Peter
Fassbender (Community, Sport and
Cultural Development, responsible for
TransLink) and Amrik Virk (Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services),
Continued on p. 2
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as well as second-tier Minister of State
Naomi Yamamoto (Emergency
Preparedness).
Other BC Liberal incumbents to lose
their legislative seats on May 9 included
Richard Lee – a four-term veteran and
Deputy Speaker – and backbenchers
Marc Dalton, Linda Reimer, Scott Williams and Doug Bing.
On top of those departures of caucus
personnel the BC Liberals also lost a
redrawn riding – Courtenay-Comox
(formerly Comox Valley) held by Don
McRae, who opted to retire rather than
seek re-election.

Two major parties separated by just 1,566 votes -and Greens double ballot-count (total valid votes across B.C.)
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All 10 seats lost by the BC Liberals
on May 9 were captured by the New
Democrats.
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Yet, offsetting those losses, the governing party also captured a number of
additional ridings, such as Delta South,
Skeena and Columbia River-Revelstoke.
The latter pair previously were represented by retiring New Democrats,
while the first was held by Independent
MLA Vicki Huntington, who, after two
terms in office, also retired.
For their part, John Horgan’s New
Democrats similarly had somewhat
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mixed results – although the outcome
generally was positive. The party, after
all, may end up in power should the
deal fashioned with the nascent Green
Party prove effective and lasting.
The NDP lost two MLAs – Gary
Holman and Jodie Wickens – as well
as three seats previously held by incumbents who opted to retire this year

BC Liberals lose share of popular vote, NDP steady
and Greens surge (percentage of all valid votes)
50.00%
45.00%

rather than seek re-election. That latter
trio of ridings included Skeena, Columbia River-Revelstoke and Cowichan
Valley.
Simply, the New Democrats lost a total
of five electoral districts – two to the
Greens, and three to the BC Liberals.
Worrisomely, two of those losses (Skeena and Columbia River-Revelstoke)
were in the Interior-North region,
which thereby reduced the NDP’s presence outside the Lower Mainland from
six seats to just four – out of a total of
24 ridings.
On the other hand, the loss of five NDP
constituencies was more than offset
with the aforementioned addition of 10
seats pilfered from the BC Liberals.
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Importantly, after being relatively
range-bound – capturing 33, 35 and
34 seats in the last three province-wide
elections between 2005 and 2013 – the
New Democrats broke out to score an
impressive 41.
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That total is three shy of a bare majority in the Legislative Assembly, but
that shortfall will be erased with the
pact negotiated between the NDP and
Greens.

Continued on p. 3
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Floated as a possibility by few pundits
before B.C.’s 41st general-election campaign got underway nearly seven weeks
ago, the likelihood that the provincial
Green Party would hold the post-election balance of power seemed remote,
fantastical.
Today, of course, with the joint announcement by Horgan and Weaver
that they will work together, makes it a
dream come true for B.C.’s centre-left
parties.
And a nightmare for the BC Liberals.
***
The last time a situation like this
even remotely pertained in British
Columbia was nearly a century ago, in
1924.
In that general-election tilt, Premier
John Oliver’s Liberal government was
reduced to 23 seats in the then-48
member House. The Conservatives
trailed with 17 MLAs, sufficient to continue as the official opposition.
The eight remaining seats were taken
by candidates who had run under three
separate party banners: the Provincial
Party (three seats), the Canadian
Labour Party (three), and Independent
Liberal (two).
MLAs with the latter two entities naturally were disposed to side with the
Liberals – the Provincial Party, mostly
composed of disgruntled Tories, were
not – and the Grits were able to retain
command of the legislature even after
Oliver’s death in 1927.
***

John Horgan
Excited to win 41 seats on Election Night

Speaker’s chair, the one-vote margin
would cease to exist.
Every vote in the legislature, when all
MLAs were present, would end in a
43-43 tie – with the Speaker required to
cast the deciding vote.
However, it also is possible that
the House elects a BC Liberal MLA
– perhaps Linda Reid, Speaker since
2013, could fulfill that role, or possibly
former Vancouver Mayor, Sam Sullivan – in which case the NDP-Green
alliance would prevail on legislative
votes by a count of 44 to 42.
Then again, Clark already has declared
that she will attempt to govern – that
is, to appoint a new Executive Council
and call the legislature into session to
show that her party has command of
the House – but that was before the
Horgan-Weaver compact.

Today, May 29, Horgan and Weaver
held a joint news conference at the
legislature where the latter declared
his party intended to support a NDP
minority government.

In the event that Clark and the BC
Liberals endeavour to remain in power,
they likely would be promptly defeated and forced over to the opposition
benches.

Such a pact might allow Horgan to
attempt to govern with an exceedingly-thin 44 to 43 majority. That advantage could disappear, however, with the
election of a Speaker.

(There also is a possibility that Horgan
and Weaver could jointly advise the
Lieutenant Governor, Judith Guichon,
that the New Democrats should have
the first crack at forming a forming a
government – thereby denying Clark
an opportunity to ‘test’ the will of the
House.)

Should the House choose a New
Democrat or Green MLA to sit in the
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Christy Clark
Reduced to 43 seats but hopeful of staying in power

Regardless, the B.C. government will
run out of operating monies by the
end of September, and the legislature
therefore must be called into session
sometime prior to that date to approve
new funding.
More to the point, the Budget Transparency and Accountability Act requires that new spending Estimates be
presented to the House “no later than
90 days after the post-election appointment of [a new] Executive Council.”
The election writs from B.C.’s 87 electoral districts officially will be returned
to the Chief Electoral Officer on May
31.
A new Executive Council, composed
either of the Green-supported New
Democrats or an intransigent BC Liberal Party, likely will be sworn in within
a week of the return of the writs.
And that means the Legislative Assembly almost certainly will resume
sitting no later than September 5 – one
day after Labour Day – and probably
sometime much sooner, say, in the last
two weeks of August.
And that may be when the real fireworks begin.
***
Just once since 1903 – when organized

Continued on p. 8

Fixed-election date likely
redundant in minority situation

Analysis

By Will McMartin

With British Columbia’s 41st general
election now behind us – although it’s
far from clear as to who actually won –
perhaps it’s time to look forward to the
42nd contest, scheduled for May 11,
2021.
The timing of the province’s general
elections, after all, is set by statute. By
law, B.C. voters must go to the polls
every four years, on the second
Tuesday in May.
That fixed-election date is found in the
province’s Constitution Act, amended
in August 2001 by the then-new BC
Liberal government led by Premier
Gordon Campbell, victors in the 37th
provincial-general election.

Geoff Plant
Attorney General introduced fixed-election date Bill

As a consequence, the 38th province-wide tilt was held on May 17,
2005 – actually the third Tuesday of
the month, but the date was set by the
BC Liberals – with the 39th and 40th
held on May 12, 2009 and May 14, 2013
respectively.

So, British Columbians may rest
assured that they’ll be summoned to
exercise their electoral franchises in
a little less than four years from
now.

And the 41st, of course, took place on
Tuesday, May 9, 2017.

Except, B.C. voters also could return to
the polls as soon as next year, 2018, and

Gordon Campbell
Sought to remove uncertainty over provincial elections

possibly – although unlikely – even
before then.
Importantly, the 2005, 2009 and 2013
elections all were decisively won by a
single political party – the BC Liberals
– which captured a majority of seats in
the Legislative Assembly.
There never was much likelihood that
the government – barring a back-bench
revolt of significant and historic proportions – would be defeated through a
vote in the House. And each BC Liberal
government, as expected, served a full,
four-year term in office.
Today, however, with the 2017 tilt ending with no party possessing a legislative majority, there is every possibility
that a minority government – composed either of John Horgan’s New
Democrats or Premier Christy Clark’s
BC Liberals– could be defeated at some
point on a legislative ballot.
Such a vote might be either on a vote
of confidence – say, following the new
government’s Speech from the Throne
– or a ‘money’ vote for the appropriation of taxpayer funds for the new
government to spend.
Continued on p. 5

Judith Guichon and Christy Clark
Lieutenant Governor could face momentous decision
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Analysis, continued from p. 4

(New spending Estimates – or a new
‘interim’ supply Bill – must be passed
before the end of September 2017.)
Should the new government be defeated this summer – the Legislative
Assembly almost certainly will be
called into session in late August – on
a legislative vote it’s likely that the
Lieutenant Governor, Judith Guichon,
would ask the Leader of the Opposition
if she or he could form a government
and then ‘test’ the House to see if it
might endure.
The point is that the Lieutenant Governor has tremendous authority to determine when B.C. voters next head to the
polls, fixed-election date or not.
This was spelled out in 2001 by Campbell’s Attorney General, Geoff Plant,
when he introduced amendments to
B.C.’s Constitution Act and established
the fixed-election dates.
“It’s important ... to emphasize that this
bill is drafted in a way that preserves
the constitutional prerogative of the
Lieutenant-Governor to prorogue or
dissolve the Legislative Assembly and,
in so doing, ensures that should a government be defeated in the Legislative
Assembly on a vote of non-confidence,
the Lieutenant-Governor may dissolve
the Legislative Assembly and call a
general election immediately,” Plant
told the House on August 21, 2001.

Michaelle Jean
Granted Prime Minister Harper’s request for early dissolution

“Those are the traditional powers of
the Crown. That is the traditional
prerogative of the Crown, and nothing
in this bill will undermine that basic
rule of a constitutional democracy.”
Perhaps anticipating election results
similar to those in 2017, Plant then
added: “It is possible, of course, that
after a general election, the House
may be constituted in such a way that
during the course of the ordinary four
years of the life of the government, the
government falls on a vote of nonconfidence.”
In that event, he continued, “If an
election is called in those circumstances, the next election thereafter would
be the second Tuesday in May in the
fourth year following the date of the
election called as a consequence of the
non-confidence vote.”
***
British Columbia was the first province
in Canada to enact a fixed-election
date, but soon was followed by Newfoundland and Labrador (in 2004),
Ontario (2005), Saskatchewan and New
Brunswick (2007), and Manitoba and
Prince Edward Island (2008).

Stephen Harper
Ignored own fixed-election date legislation

Trailing years later were Alberta (2011)
and Quebec (2013). Nova Scotia
alone among the provinces does not
-5www.pacificpoliticalreport.ca

currently have a fixed-election date.
Canada’s Parliament passed fixedelection date legislation in 2007. The
federal law requires a general electionevery four years, on the third Monday
in October.
However, the Prime Minister whose
government introduced the legislation,
Stephen Harper, requested from the
Governor General, Michaelle Jean,
an early dissolution of the House of
Commons – and a general election –
in September 2008.
That was just 33 months after his Conservative Party had garnered a minority, well short of the required four years.
Harper then won a second consecutive
minority, but in March 2011 the Tories
were defeated on vote of non-confidence in the House of Commons. The
Harper Conservatives finally won their
majority in a general election held five
weeks later.
***
The bottom line in British Columbia
at present is that it’s doubtful any new
administration will stay in power until
the spring of 2021. More likely, B.C.
voters could soon be heading for the
polls, the province’s fixed-election date
notwithstanding.

Weaver’s private-member’s
bills give insight into priorities
British Columbia currently has eight
independent ‘Officers of the Legislature,’
public servants appointed by – and
solely responsible to – the Legislative
Assembly.
That number soon may grow to nine
should Andrew Weaver, Leader of the
provincial Greens, demand such an
appointment as a condition of his
party’s support in the Legislative
Assembly.
Two years ago, Weaver introduced
private-member’s legislation entituled
the Environmental Bill of Rights Act,
2016, which called for – among other
things – the creation of a new Office of
the Environmental Commissioner.
Appointed for a five-year term, the
proposed commissioner would receive
a salary identical to that of the Chief
Judge of B.C.’s Provincial Court – about
$280,000 per annum – and have sufficient resources to “retain consultants,
mediators or other persons,” plus
“provide educational programs ... to
the public.”

Andrew Weaver
Now heads a three-person caucus – and holds the balance of power

Those numbers surely would increase
should Weaver demand – as a condition of the Green Party’s support in
the legislature for John Horgan’s New
Democrats – that the new government
enact his proposed Environmental Bill
of Rights.

At present, B.C.’s independent officers
include the Auditor General, the
Ombudsperson, the Representative for
Children and Youth, and the Chief
Electoral Officer.

If so, it would have a significant impact
on B.C.’s resource, transportation and
utility sectors, as well as many others.
The following are key components of
Weaver’s proposed legislation:

Plus there is a Police Complaint Commissioner, an Information Privacy Commissioner, a Merit Commissioner and a
Conflict of Interest Commissioner.

* “Every resident of British Columbia,
including future generations have [sic]
a right to a healthy environment.”

All eight are intended to be independent
of government influence or pressure – by
being accountable to all of the politicians
in the House, they are supposed to be
free of any political interference.
In most non-election years the annual
budget for the eight independent
legislative officers is about $54 million.
(In election years, Elections BC and the
Chief Electoral Officer will add another
$20 million or so to their budget.)

* “The Government of British
Columbia has an obligation, within
its jurisdiction, to protect the right of
every resident of British Columbia to a
healthy environment.”
* “The Government of British Columbia is the trustee of British Columbia’s
environment within its jurisdiction
and has the obligation to preserve it in
accordance with the public trust for
the benefit of present and future
generations.”
-6www.pacificpoliticalreport.ca

* “The Government of British Columbia shall ensure that all environmental
standards in the province of British
Columbia offer equal or superior
protection compared to other
Canadian provinces.”
Notably, Weaver’s Environmental Bill
of Rights would require the province
set up a new Environmental Registry,
in which the Minister of Environment
must file “proposals that ... have a
significant impact on the environment.”
The new commissioner then would be
obliged to “provide advice and assistance to members of the public who
wish[ed] to participate in decisionmaking about a proposal ....”
Perhaps the biggest impact of
Weaver’s proposal would result from
application of section 26 in his privatemember’s Bill: “Any resident or
entity of British Columbia that believe
that an Act, regulation, or instrument
prescribed by the regulations has been
contravened, may apply to the Commissioner for an investigation by the
appropriate minister of the alleged
contravention.”

Continued on p. 7

Spotlight, continued from p. 6

One might reasonably expect that a
cottage industry soon would arise to
facilitate the plethora of investigations
sparked by environmental complaints
from concerned British Columbians.
***
First elected to the legislature in May
2013, Weaver did not introduce his first
private-member’s Bill until March 2,
2015, when he proposed amendments
to the province’s Wildlife Act.
Two months later, he followed up
with amendments to the Recall and

Initiative Act, and then in July he
introduced a new Energy and Water
Efficiency Act, 2015.
All told, Weaver unveiled five privatemember’s bills in 2015, followed by 10
in 2016, and then a whopping 19 in the
abbreviated – just four weeks’ long –
pre-election sitting in early 2017.
Not surprisingly, much of the Green
MLA’s draft legislation focused on
environment-related issues, but he also
proposed new policies for issues such
as education, local government and
workers’ compensation.

‘Principles’ of Andrew Weaver’s proposed
Environmental Bill of Rights
The ‘Polluter Pays Principle’ – means that a polluter must bear the cost of
measures to reduce pollution based on either the extent of the damage done
to society or the extent to which an acceptable level (standard) of pollution is
exceeded.

Notably, over a half-dozen bills were
introduced more than once, suggesting they might be policy priorities for
Weaver and his new caucus.
On three occasions – twice in 2015
and once this spring – the Green MLA
tabled amendments to the Wildlife Act.
Weaver’s initial proposal was aimed at
discouraging non-British Columbians
from ‘trophy hunting’ for grizzly bears.
At present, grizzlies – along with cougars, wolves, lynx and other animals
– are exempt from a regulation that
requires wild meat to be harvested and
taken directly to the hunter’s residence.
The Green amendment would take
grizzly bears off the ‘exempt list,’ thereby ensuring that hunters used the meat
for their own consumption.

The ‘Precautionary Principle’ – means that where there are threats of
serious or irreversible damage to the environment, lack of full scientific
certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing action to protect
the environment;

The second initiative also was aimed at
reducing non-resident hunters’ access
to B.C. game. Current regulations
require provincial residents to enter a
lottery to obtain a license for harvesting an animal under the ‘limited-entry’
system, while out-of-province hunters
merely purchase the necessary licence.

The ‘Principle of Environmental Justice’ – means that there should be a
just distribution of environmental benefits and burdens among Canadians,
without discrimination on the basis of any ground prohibited by the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms or the BC Human Rights Code.

Weaver sought to eliminate the government’s prerogative to designate and
exempt classes of hunters from having
to enter the lottery.

The ‘Principle of Intergenerational Equity’ – means that current generations of Canadians hold the environment in trust for future generations and
have an obligation to use its resources in a way that leaves that environment
in the same, or better, condition for future generations.

This past March, Weaver combined
those two measures into a new Bill, the
Wildlife Amendment Act, 2017.

The ‘Principle of Limits to Ecological Capacity’ – means that human
activities must ensure the long term health of ecosystems, through the
acknowledgment of productive and assimilative limits;
The ‘Principle of Progressivity’ – means that future governments can only
improve, not weaken, environmental protections.
The ‘Principle of Pro Personae’ – means that the most comprehensive
standard or expansive interpretation applies when considering or
determining an individual’s human rights;
Undergirding it all is a belief in the desirability or paramountcy of a Healthy
Environment’– which means an environment of a quality that protects
human and cultural dignity, health and well-being and in which biological
diversity and essential ecological processes are preserved for their own sake,
as well as for the benefit of present and future generations.
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Interestingly, upon introducing the
Bill he immediately requested that it
be “referred to the the Select Standing
Committee on Parliamentary Reform,
Ethical Conduct, Standing Orders and
Private Bills for immediate review.”
The Speaker, BC Liberal MLA Linda
Reid, noted that Weaver’s motion was
“a departure in practice.” Still, she
allowed a recorded division, with the
BC Liberal majority voting against the
Green request, and the New Democratic Party MLAs present in the legislature
lending their support
It was an early indication, perhaps, of
the mutual interests shared by B.C.’s
New Democrats and the Green Party.

Uncertainty reigns over B.C. politics after inconclusive election results, continued from p. 3
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parties came to dominate provincial
politics in B.C. – has the defeat of a
government led to a general election.
In January 1952, the province’s decade-old Coalition government disintegrated when Premier Byron ‘Boss’
Johnson, a Liberal, demanded the
resignation of his Progressive Conservative Finance minister, Herbert
Anscomb.
All Tory MLAs then followed Anscomb
to the opposition benches and the
Liberals alone formed the government.
A Budget was presented to the House –
it passed with the Conservatives voting
in support – and then the legislature
was dissolved in April, with Johnson
calling a general election for June 12.
To everyone’s surprise, W.A.C.
Bennett’s Social Credit emerged from
the contest with a plurality of seats, 19,
up from none won in any previous tilt.
Just as shocking, the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation (forerunner of the NDP) was victorious in
18 ridings, and the Liberals and Tories
trailed well behind with six and four
seats respectively. (There also was
one Labour MLA, Tom Uphill of
Fernie.)
Since a Budget for 1952/53 already had
been passed, Bennett’s Socreds – which
formed a new minority government
in August – had sufficient funds to
operate without having to recall the
legislature.

Finally, on March 24 – a week before
the end of the fiscal year – Bennett
forced a legislative show-down on
amendments to the Public Schools
Act. He wanted to lose the vote so as
to force a general election, and his
Socreds promptly were defeated in the
House, 28 votes to 17.
Within days an ‘interim’ supply Bill was
enacted to allow the government to
continue operating, and Bennett went
to the Lieutenant Governor to request
dissolution and an election.
At about the same time, however, the
CCF Leader, Harold Winch, also visited
Government House. Believing that his
party, with 18 seats, could form a
working government in the legislature,
he asked for a chance to govern.
After apparently consulting with the
Liberal Prime Minister of Canada, Louis St. Laurent, the Lieutenant Governor, Clarence Wallace, denied Winch’s
request and acceded to Bennett’s.
On June 9, 1953 – less than one year
after the previous province-wide tilt
– British Columbians returned to the
polls and again delivered a surprise.
Bennett and the Socreds this time
captured a sizeable majority of seats
– 28 out of 48 – and the CCF retained
its official opposition status despite
slipping to 14 seats.

As a result, Social Credit governed B.C.
from mid-1952 until early 1953, a sixmonth period during which the Legislative Assembly did not sit. Instead,
Bennett and his cabinet implemented
their policy decisions by signing orders
-in-council.
But with funding set to expire at the
end of the fiscal year – March 31, 1953
– the Socreds in early February were
obliged to recall the House so as to pass
a new Budget.
With the legislature in session, Bennett
and the Socreds survived at least one
vote of confidence, with support from
the Liberals. No Budget was produced,
however.
-8www.pacificpoliticalreport.ca

Harold Winch
Was denied request to form a minority government

One of the unfortunate realities of a general
election that ends with a change in
government is that many people lose their
jobs.

In either event, political appointees working in the Office of the Premier certainly
would be among the first casualties in a
change of government.

BC Business Council to join the public
service once the BC Liberals won power in
2001, and now serves as Deputy Minister
of Small Business.

That number includes, of course, many
defeated politicians, but political appointees
working in a variety of positions also might
have to clean out their offices.

That number would include Michele
Cadario, a long-time Grit operative who
works as Clark’s Deputy Chief of Staff, and
Ben Chin, another Ontario Liberal recruited by Clark to work in Victoria.

Three Assistant Deputy Ministers will
probably be looking for new career opportunities.

Eleven incumbent MLAs now are looking
for new employment, including a pair of
New Democrats – Gary Holman and Jodie
Wickens. The latter won her CoquitlamBurke Mountain seat in a by-election just
16 months ago.
Nine BC Liberals lost their jobs on May 9,
including cabinet ministers Peter Fassbender, Susan Anton, Amrik Virk and Naomi
Yamamoto.
The backbenchers rejected by voters were
Richard Lee, Linda Reimer, Doug Bing,
Scott Hamilton and Marc Dalton.
Those newly-unemployed politicians
already know their fate; less certain are the
employment prospects for a sizeable number of government appointees.
Much depends on how Premier Christy
Clark exercises two distinct options. The
first would be to appoint a new cabinet and
set a date to recall the Legislative Assembly.
Almost immediately the BC Liberals would
face a vote of confidence, and given the
cooperation pact announced by NDP
Leader John Horgan and Green Leader
Andrew Weaver, the Clark government
likely would fall.
Clark’s second option would be to immediately hand in her government’s resignation,
make way for a New Democratic Party
administration and look for an opportunity
to later defeat Horgan in the legislature.
(Of course, Clark might follow the second
course of action by giving up her own
job – resigning as Leader of the BC Liberal
Party – thereby making way for new
leadership.)

Others with political connections who
may be expected to leave the Premier’s
office would be Stephen Smart, Clark’s
Press Secretary, Shane Mills, her Director
of Issues Management, and Katy
Merrifield, Director of Communications.
Many more individuals in the province’s
supposedly ‘non-partisan’ public service
also would expect to be replaced.

Two of them – Matt Gordon and Kelly
Gleeson – have high-ranking assignments
in the much-politicized Government Communications and Public Engagement shop.
More interesting is the employment status
of Rob Mingay, an ADM in the Minister of
Jobs, Training and Skills Training. Decades
ago, Mingay was a trade-union operative,
who rose in time to be Press Secretary to
Ed Broadbent, Leader of the federal New
Democratic Party.

Topping that list is Athana Mentzelopoulos, He later returned to B.C. to work with
Deputy Finance Minister, who famously
NDP Premier Mike Harcourt, and then
served two decades ago as Clark’s bridesbecame a high-profile lobbyist.
maid.
Sometime after Clark became Premier in
A long-time federal Liberal operative,
2011, Mingay found employment with the
Mentzelopoulos made the transition from BC Liberal government as an advisor on
political hack to B.C. public-servant under labour issues. In the summer of 2013 he
Premier Gordon Campbell, and she later
was appointed as an Assistant Deputy
was promoted by Clark to a number of
Minister with the Public Sector Employers’
high-profile positions.
Council Secretariat.
Two-and-a-half years ago, Mentzelopoulos
spent $50,000 of taxpayers’ monies on
legal fees when she sued NDP MLA Rob
Fleming for defamation.
Other politicized deputies include John
Paul Fraser – a one-time Clark business
partner in a lobbying firm – who currently
heads up Government Communications
and Public Engagement, and two longtime Liberal mechanics: Clark Roberts,
Deputy Minister of International Trade,
and Neil Sweeney, a Deputy Minister in the
Premier’s office.

In that post he was tasked with clearing
Amrik Virk, then the Minister of Advanced
Education, for scandalous conduct while
serving as a political appointee on the
board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
Crown corporations also may be expected
to see significant turnover with a change in
government. Foremost is BC Hydro, where
chair Brad Bennett long has served as a
senior political advisor to Clark.

Directors certain to be replaced include
former Social Credit MLA Jack Weisgerber,
BC Liberal financial donor Jamie Brown,
Two more deputies likely would be on thin and federal Liberal James Hatton.
ice: Fazil Mihlar, a former Fraser Institute
executive and Vancouver Sun editorial
The fate of BC Hydro’s President and CEO,
writer, now Deputy Minister of Climate
Jessica McDonald, a former BC Liberal
Leadership, and Tim McEwan, who left the deputy, is uncertain.
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