BIBLE TALK Radio Broadcast

On KTTR (99.7 FM) Every Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
Rolla, Missouri

4/4/2021
Premillennialism (Part 2)

Christ on David’s Throne

Last week we began a study of the popular doctrine called premillennialism, and particularly dispensationalism, a popular strain of this doctrine.  This doctrine teaches that when Jesus came to the earth the first time He came intending to establish an earthly kingdom.  However the Jews rejected His offer of a kingdom, so Jesus withdrew His offer and postponed it, and established the church as a substitute.  The doctrine asserts that Jesus will come back to this earth some time in the future and establish His earthly kingdom which was not established the first time, and He will reign for a literal thousand years.  They believe that Jesus then will sit upon the literal throne of David and reign over His earthly kingdom.
We showed last week that the Bible clearly reveals that the kingdom that was prophesied by the Old Testament prophets has been established and it is the church that is revealed in the New Testament.  We showed that Jesus’ kingdom is not an earthly kingdom, but a spiritual kingdom, a kingdom where He rules in the hearts of men.
The question I want to address today on the program is, “Is Christ now on David’s throne and presently reigning as king over His kingdom?”   Premillennialism denies that Jesus is presently reigning as king on David’s throne.  We want to show that the Bible teaches that Christ is now reigning as king on David’s throne in fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies.

One Old Testament prophecy is found in 2 Samuel 7:12-16.  The Lord says to David, “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his Father, and he shall be My son.  If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men.  But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever.”     The immediate fulfillment of this prophecy is found when Solomon the son of David sat upon the throne of his father.  Read 1 Chronicles 28:6-10.  However, the prophecy is more completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ Himself when He sat upon the throne of David.  We know this prophecy also points to Jesus because in Hebrews 1:5 the Hebrew writer quotes a portion of the prophecy and applies it to Jesus Christ.  And so Jesus is the seed of David.  The Hebrew writer says in verse 8 of this same chapter, in quoting from Psalm 45, “But to the Son He says:  ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.’”   And so the Christ was to sit upon the throne of David and reign over His kingdom.  When was this prophecy fulfilled?
Jesus sat upon the throne when He was resurrected and ascended to heaven.   In Acts 2:24-29 Peter quotes a prophecy of David, from Psalm 16, concerning the resurrection of Christ.  Peter then says, beginning with verse 30, “Therefore, being a prophet, [that is David being a prophet] and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.  This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.  Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.  For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: 'The LORD said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’”   Peter says that God had sworn to David that of the fruit of his body He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne.  When did that happen?  Peter also says in this passage that when Jesus ascended He was exalted to the right hand of God.  Peter then quotes another prophecy of David, Psalm 110:1, “The LORD said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’”  And so when Jesus ascended He sat at the right hand of God.  Hebrews 10:12-13 says that Jesus “after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,  from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.”   Christ now is sitting at the right hand of God waiting until His enemies are made His footstool.  What is Jesus doing at the right hand of God?  Look with me in 1 Cor. 15:25-27.  Paul says,  “For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  For ‘He has put all things under His feet.’…”   Now this is a clear reference to Psalm 110:1 where it states that the Christ will sit at the right hand of God till His enemies are made His footstool.  The passage says He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  A king is one who reigns.  Therefore, Jesus is reigning as King at the right hand of God.  When Jesus ascended and sat at the right had of God He began His reign sitting upon the throne of David.  Jesus is King now.  Jesus is sitting on the throne of David now reigning as King.   
Daniel prophesied about this in Daniel 7:13-14, “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him.  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.”  Notice, One like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven to the Ancient of Days, and to Him was given a kingdom which shall not be destroyed.  The phrase “Ancient of Day” refers to God.  “One like the Son of Man” refers to the Christ.  Notice that the Christ is given a kingdom when He comes to the Ancient of Days, not when He comes to the earth.  This, no doubt is a reference to Jesus ascending to heaven to the right hand of God and receiving His kingdom.  When Jesus was resurrected and ascended to the Ancient of Days, He began His reign as King.  
Also consider with me a prophecy of Zechariah in Zech. 6:12-13, “Then speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, saying:  ‘Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH!  From His place He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple of the LORD; Yes, He shall build the temple of the LORD.  He shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both.’”  The Man whose name is the BRANCH refers to the Christ.  Notice the prophecy says that He will sit and rule on His throne.  But not only that, it says that He will be a priest on His throne.  In other words the Christ will be a king and priest at the same time.  We know that Christ is serving as our High priest now.  The Hebrew writer says in Hebrews 8:1, “Now this is the main point of the things we are saying:  We have such a High Priest [talking about Jesus], who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.”   And so Jesus is serving as priest now.   If He is serving as priest now then He must also be reigning as King now. 

But also, we learn that Christ cannot be a priest on earth.  Hebrews 7:14 says “For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.”  According to the Law of Moses, the priests had to be of the tribe of Levi.  Christ was of the tribe of Judah.   He therefore, could not serve as priest on the earth and serve in a literal temple.  But Jesus, the Christ is in heaven serving as our High Priest, “a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.”   Now, if He couldn’t be a priest on earth, He couldn’t be king either, because He is to be both king and priest, “a priest on His throne,” as Zecharia prophesied.  Jesus is reigning as King now.
Premillennialists want Christ to reign on the earth, on the literal throne of David.  But consider with me this prophecy of Jeremiah in Jeremiah 22:28-30.  Jeremiah is speaking about Coniah, the king of Judah, also known as Jeconiah and Jehoiachin.  Jeremiah says concerning him in verse 30, “Thus says the Lord:  ‘Write this man down as childless, A man who shall not prosper in his days; For none of his descendants shall prosper, Sitting on the throne of David, And ruling anymore in Judah.’”   When the Lord says, “write this man down as childless,” it doesn’t mean he didn’t have children, for he did. (Read 1 Chron. 3:16-18).  This is saying, as far as his having a successor on the earthly throne of David, “write him childless.”  Coniah’s sons would not occupy the fleshly, earthly throne of David.  None of his sons will ever prosper reigning in Judah on the throne of David, Jeremiah says.  But, we know Jesus is a descendant of Coniah.  Read Matthew 1:11.  Coniah is in the genealogy of Jesus Christ.   Therefore, Jesus cannot be a king on earth, because He certainly wouldn’t be a king and not prosper.  His throne then must be somewhere other than Judah, or His kingdom will fail.  
Jesus Christ is a king, just as He is a priest.  But He is not, nor ever will be a king or a priest on earth.  His kingdom and His priesthood are spiritual in nature.

Jesus said in Revelation 3:21, “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”  Notice, Jesus said that He “sat down” with His Father on His Father’s throne.  That is past tense.  Jesus has already sat down on the throne.  Premillennialists will say that David’s throne and the Father’s throne are two different thrones; and that Christ is now on the Father’s throne, but not on David’s.  But the Father’s throne and David’s throne are one and the same.  In 1 Kings 2:12 it says that Solomon sat on the throne of his father David.   In 1 Chron. 29:23 it says that Solomon “sat on the throne of the LORD as king instead of David his father.”  And so David’s throne is the throne of the Lord.  Jesus said He “sat down,” past tense, with His Father on His throne.  Jesus is now on David’s throne.
 What we have learned today is that Jesus is presently sitting on the throne of David and reigning as King over His kingdom.   Each of us needs to voluntarily submit himself to King Jesus.  
We want to talk more about this doctrine of premillennialism next week, so join us next Sunday at 8:30 on KTTR

Our time is gone for today, and we thank you for listening.

If you have a Bible question you would like for us to address on this program, or if you would like a free audio CD copy of today’s program or of any of our Bible Talk broadcast we would like to hear from you.  There are three ways you may send us your questions, or to make your requests.

You may email it in:  Our email address is  sjchurch@sjchurchofchrist.com.  

You may call it in:  Our phone number is 573-265-8628.  If no one is there to answer, just leave you question on the answering machine.

Or you may mail it in through the US postal service:  The address is Bible Talk,  PO Box 308, St. James, MO 65559

Before we close, we want to invite you to check out our web site.  On this website you are able to hear sermons on a variety of topics, and you also are able to hear previous Bible Talk radio broadcasts and also download transcripts of these programs.  The web address is sjchurchofchrist.com.

