FREE

PLEASE TAKE ONE

POST OFFICE
PRSRT STD
BOX HOLDER
U.S. POSTAGE
LOCAL
PAID
RURAL STAR
ROUTE
SILVER BAY, MN 55614
CARRIER
PERMIT NO. 3
ROUTE PRESORT

FREE

"Locally Owned & Operated Since 1958"

N ORTH
SHORE
JOURNAL
ORTH S
HORE J
OURNAL
Friday, October 8, 2021

The North Shore’s best source for local news & information

10,000 copies printed & delivered along the north shore
Christine Mallory, Editor

FREE Copies available at the following locations: • Two Harbors: Super One, Lake County Courthouse, Bay Breeze Laundry, Moosecellaneous Gifts,
• Silver Bay: Zup’s Grocery Store, Bri-Esa’s Convenience Store, Julie’s True Value Hardware, AmericInn
• Beaver Bay: Holiday Gas Station, Mobil Mart • Finland: Finland Co-op • Ely: Ely Public Library. Viewable at Silver Bay Public Library

Crystal Bay Township Explores
Land Use Project
by Kitty Mayo
With an eye toward finding solutions to sustainable community development, Crystal Bay Township
has begun to explore a process for
community land use.
Currently the township is engaged in background research, and
connecting with local experts. Shannon Walz, project manager as
well as a Crystal Bay resident, was
present at the Finland Farmer's
Market during the last two weeks
getting the word out and looking for
feedback.
Born out of the township's comprehensive plan, Walz says the
work is part of making Crystal Bay
“a vibrant, liveable community”.
The concept of acquiring public
land to be used by private citizens
for the good of the community is
one the township board thinks may

ultimately foster economic development.
The dearth of affordable housing
has been an important issue in driving the project, moving the township to look at how they can act to
bring about solutions to the problem. However, access to land is a
challenge, with high property prices
and other challenges to how publicly owned land can be used.
“That's what inspired this project,
the goal is to talk more about community needs, and what barriers
might be in place for things like affordable housing,” said Walz.
According to Walz, things are in
the very early stages of fact-gathering and piecing together how the
various governmental bodies inter-

face on a cutting-edge approach to
the problem. Walz has also been
searching out any other entities that
might have already broached similar projects, unfortunately, she's
finding very few existing models to
learn from.
Such projects, if they come to fruition, require significant funding.
Down the road, Walz anticipates
that the township will explore options ranging from grants, to the
possibilities of a collective or cooperative, and potentially putting a
levy before voters.

Comunity
Rug Felting
Project
Postponed
The recently announced community rug felting project, a collaboration between Lake Superior
School District's Community Education Age to age program and
Community Partners, has been
postponed for the time being.
According to Cindy Hale, service
coordinator for Community Partners in Two Harbors, says that the
project will hopefully be resumed
in spring 2022.

There will be a community meeting in October, and after a public
comment process, the township
hopes to adopt formal guidelines for
community land use by the beginning of next year.

Reasons for the delay given were
the recent opening of the Community Education Director position,
with former director Krista Olson
taking a position in Cook County,
as well as the current “changing
COVID situation”.

Covid numbers are even worse, we
should have just had masks from the
beginning to slow virus transmission.”

strategies slow the spread of
COVID.”

LSSD Assesses Covid-19 Impact
by Kitty Mayo
A group based out of Silver Bay
has been holding regular town hall
meetings recently, and has also
been vocal in opposing any requirements by the Lake Superior School
District for students to wear masks
to prevent transmission of Covid19.
Even before the school year
started, members of a group calling themselves Minnesota Arrowhead Conservative Voices of the
RLC (Republican Liberty Caucus)
attended a school board meeting attempting to warn off any decision
for masking in the future.
In response to Covid-19 transmission in the district, two weeks ago
the district did make the decision
for elementary students in Silver
Bay and Two Harbors to wear
masks.
Joanne Johnson of Silver Bay,
and member of the MACV of the
RLC says that she does not believe
students should be required to wear
masks at any point.
“Leave it up to the parents, the
school has overstepped their constitutional standing and the rights
of the people,” said Johnson.
With grandchildren who are students at LSSD, Johnson says she
believes masks are harmful to students' health, and doesn't believe
the school district should have the
authority to make such a decision.
“We are so mistrusting of the
school administration. We are asking for transparency,” said Johnson.
Johnson says she relies on medical opinions for her information on
masks in regards to Covid-19, and

acknowledges that the sources she
relies on have opposing opinions to
many others in the medical community. Asked how she knows which
opinions to trust, Johnson says she
relies on her faith to guide her.
Johnson says that because she
feels individual rights are not being
respected, she says she is seeking
out a constitutional lawyer to sue the
school district for the mask requirement, something that she characterizes as “maltreatment of children”.
Another parent with students in
the district shared their distinctly opposing opinion about student masking with the newspaper, with the
stipulation that their identity not be
shared, saying, “I'm not typically
somebody that would ask to be
anonymous. I'm not embarrassed to
say I fully support science and want
to stand behind my beliefs. But,
things are different and I'm concerned about my kids' safety.”
Supporting the wearing of masks
as an effective way to prevent some
level of Covid-19 spread, they stated
that the district should have followed the original recommendations of the CDC for indoor masking, even though it was not a state
or federal mandate. “They <the district> should have been proactive
instead of reactive, I just don't understand why they are unable or
unwilling to make safe choices for
our kids without a mandate,” they
said.
This parent is in favor of every
student in all grades wearing masks,
and had hoped they would do so
from the beginning of the school
year. “Last year students just put
their mask on and did it pretty much
without complaining. This year

Putting masking requirements into
place across the board to have the
best chance of keeping students in
school is this parent's strong preference. They stated, “My kids did not
do well with online school, I need
them to be there in person to learn.”
Meanwhile, this parent says they
are “sick with worry” every day that
their children might become ill with
the virus.They went on to say they
are confused by lack of masking for
older students, despite reaching case
levels in the county that were previously designated to trigger masking for all students.
“If the school board doesn't follow science and do what is right to
stop the spread of the virus, they
must be afraid. I feel for them, but
they are tasked with protecting my
children, and they are failing,” they
stated.
In a newsletter to parents dated
September 30th, Minnehaha Elementary principal Brett Archer acknowledges that they had already
been getting many questions about
why the move to distance learning
had not occurred, given the high rate
of cases in the county.
Referencing the difficulties experienced last school year with distance learning, Archer wrote:
“While we all know it <distance
learning> could happen again if the
current numbers continue to climb,
we are really trying hard to keep our
students in school. For now, the district COVID team determined it
would be best to wait and see if new

Positive cases within Lake
County have continued to increase
since that time.
School nurses are asking that if
your child has Covid-like symptoms that they, and all of their siblings, be kept home.
Last week community testing
was expanded at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center.
Nearly doubling the capacity of
available testing for Covid-19 due
to increased demand driven by the
highly transmissible Delta variant,
the increased capacity is for up to
1,000 tests daily and an additional
day.
Beginning October 11th the site
will be open Tuesday through Saturday, from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.
There is no cost for the test at the
DECC, and anyone can be tested
there for any reason.
Demand for testing in the region,
especially with the return to school,
has caused some to not be able to
get a test when they have wanted
to. The Minnesota Department of
Health estimates that during the
third week in September testing at
community sites, like the DECC,
was up by 13 percent in the state.
Walk-ins are welcome at the
DECC, and it is possible to schedule an appointment as well for the
saliva test. Register by going to:
https://decc.org/blog/2020/09/30/
covid-19-community-saliva-testing/. Results are given by email
typically 24 to 28 hours after delivery to the lab in Oakdale.
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