
Prepare Your Own 501(c)(3) Application  2016 

Exempt Organization Determination Process 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization submits application to Covington, KY 
Make sure to Submit a complete application 

Application receives Initial Processing 
and is transmitted to Cincinnati 

Screener assigns application to one  
of the three categories below: 

 

 

Merit 
Close 

Accelerated Processing 
Minor additional  

Information is needed 

To the Group: Substantial 
development is needed 

Specialist sends applicant 
An Inquiry letter  

 

     Less Common Ways an  
application may be closed: 

 

  Failed to Establish      
 Withdrawn 
 Technical Advice 
 Denied 

  

Information 
received 

Your 501(c)(3) is Approved 
This is the most common 

way an application is  
closed; more than 93%  

were approved in fy 2015 

Information 
shows 

applicant 
qualifies 

Applicant 
does not 

respond to 
Inquiry letter 

Information shows 
applicant does not 

qualify 

Application closed 
Failed to Establish  

Application 
Denied  


