First Lutheran Church, Findlay OH
January 10, 2021

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements/Prelude — Children of the Heavenly Father  kerr

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Gathering Song ~ We Three Kings of Orient Are

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain
Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
heav’n sings alleluia: alleluia the earth replies. Refrain

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Lord, in the midst of hardship, you bring comfort; in sorrow, you
bring joy; in fear, you bring faith; in division, you bring unity. Come near all
your beloved children today: guard us, guide us, and fill us with your love and
peace. Amen.
WORD
We hear together God’s Word for us today.

First Reading: Psalm 29
A reading from Psalms

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LoRD glory and strength.



Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. R
°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
°the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
¥The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LoRD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. R
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are crying, “Glory!”
%The LoRbp sits enthroned above the flood:;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
10 Lorb, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. R

Bible Acclamation Create in Me a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
A reading from the book of Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. °Now John was clothed with camel's
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He
proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; | am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."
°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
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Jordan. *°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. **And a voice came from heaven,
"You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Moment

Hymn of the Day The First Noel

The first Noel the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.

Then entered in those wise men three,

full rev'rently upon their knee,

and offered there in his presence

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Offering Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming CASSLER

Prayers of Intercession

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.



Hymn O Lord Hear Our Prayer
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O Lord, hear our prayer we of-fer up to you; O Lord, hear our prayer.

Response to Lord in your mercy... Hear our Prayer.

that the gospel may take root in us and spread everywhere; Lord in your mercy...
that the earth may be restored and protected;  Lord in your mercy...

that peace and justice may flow within us and from us,

that all nations and those in authority may serve and shield the vulnerable,

that our community may be a light to the world.  Lord in your mercy...

We pray for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, and lonely,

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit,

for First Lutheran Church, and those on our prayer list; Lord in your mercy...

for the faithful departed, who have joined the church triumphant. Lord in your mercy...

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Noel Suisse DAQUIN
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