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A LOVE LETTER FROM THE PURPLE HOUSE 
 

Mama Shirley decided to become a house 

mom four years ago because she wanted 

to play a big part in the lives of the chil-

dren who would be in her care, to be there 

for them in time of need, teach them about 

responsibility and how to work towards 

achieving their goals.  She wanted to love 

and cherish them during challenging 

times, and learn more about their values.    

In addition to the responsibilities normally 

associated with caring for children in a 

home setting, she teaches them about the 

word of God and how to respect each oth-

er.  She enjoys their time together at their 

house—sharing the word of God and 

laughing together.   

She reports that the biggest challenge she 

faces is helping the boys grow into their 

teens with good behavior and good perfor-

mance. 

The children who live with Mama Shirley are: Khotso (16), Kagiso (18), Lethabo C. (15), Lethabo M. (6), 

Thandeka (6), Bothale (5), Bontle (11), and Otsile (7). 

In addition to the typical responses of the younger children who most enjoy playing outside and dream of  be-

ing a fireman or policeman—or a teacher if they are little girls, the Purple House includes some teenagers who 

are starting to think more critically about what is important to them: 

For example, Lethabo C. appreciates that she is living in a safe place where she doesn’t have to worry about 

the past.  She wants to become a social worker to help other struggling children who don’t have homes.       

Kagiso, wants to be an IT specialist but also own a music studio,  thinks that someone should make a docu-

mentary about Ya Bana Village.  And Khotso has a special appreciation for the house moms who guide them 

about life choices and how to make good decisions.  He wants to become an architect as a way of supporting 

his family. 

Our mission as a non-profit organization 

is to provide funding for Christ-centered care 

and hope to orphaned and vulnerable children. 

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for 

one of the least of these brothers of mine, 

you did for me.”  Matthew 25:40 



 

 

 A LOVE FOR GARDENING REAPS REWARDS 

 

Ya Bana Village children were thrilled to learn that their garden won third place in a Little Garden contest for 

which they were rewarded with a $2,000 cash prize.  A portion of the cash prize was used so each school age 

child received a new book bag. 

FAMILY MEMBERS SERVING TOGETHER 

 
Family members looking for an opportunity to have some fun and serve in ministry together should consider 

volunteering to help out at our Mabopane Saturday Pop Up Sales. 

 

Listen to what Apex-Friendship 

High School student Gabriel Dever 

has to say about his experiences 

volunteering at Mabopane: 

 

 “I get a lot of gratification from 

being able to serve in a way that 

comes naturally to me.  To be     

appreciated for doing this is very 

humbling.” 

 

Gabriel has offered “manly        

support” on several occasions 

throughout the summer while his 

grandmother, Mary has volunteered 

in a variety of capacities. 

 

Manly support includes everything 

from lifting furniture to helping 

shoppers carry items to their cars to 

assisting cashiers/cashier assistants with price checks during busy times.   But “manly support” isn’t the only 

need during Saturday sales e.g. checkout, jewelry and baked goods sales, and floaters who can circulate 

throughout the sale areas to provide immediate assistance as needed. 

 

The actual sale time on Saturday is from 10:00—2:00, but volunteers are needed on site from 9:30—3:00 to 

include set up and clean up.  Please contact Marjorie at admin@mabopanekids.org to let us know of your inter-

est in volunteering for our Saturday Pop Up Sales.  Children ages 7 and above are welcome to volunteer when 

accompanied by an adult family member. 

Gabriel and Mary at a recent Friday 

Pop Up Sale 

Gabriel providing “manly support” 


