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OCTOBER MEETING
The October meeting will be held on Tuesday the 27th at 7:00pm. Our demonstrator
will be Dane Gamble, who always puts on a great show. One of the "new" ideas for the
club is a series of classes on spindle turning projects for our members. This will be one of
the main topics to be discussed at this meeting, so bring your ideas and opinions so we can
hash this out! As always, the meeting will be held at "The Woodworks" at 200 2nd Ave.
South!!
September Demonstration: Due to a
communication problem, Dane Gamble
was unable to demonstrate at our last
meeting, as scheduled. However, Frank
Ashley stepped in on very short notice to
give a great demonstration on turning
boxes. Frank starts the process by turning a
rough cylinder on dry stock to whatever
diameter will conveniently fit in his chuck.
In this case, the diameter ended up at ~2
1/2". After chucking up the piece and
truing it up, he uses a pencil to lay out the
top and bottom of the box, keeping in mind
the waste needed at each end for chucking
up. He then lays out where the top will be
parted from the bottom. This is usually
around 1/3 of the length of the finished
box. This gives a nice proportion of the top
to the bottom of the box. Frank partially
cuts the top off -with a parting tool. He
then pulls the cylinder out of the chuck and
completes the cut on the handsaw. The

top is then chucked up and the insides
hollowed out. The mortise, which will fit
on the tenon from the bottom of the box is
squared up so that the two pieces will mate
up properly. The insides are then lightly
sanded and the piece is removed from the
lathe.
The bottom of the box is hollowed out
next along with the tenon which will fit
into the top. Turn the final diameter of the
tenon after the hollowing is complete or
the tenon will loosen up on the top. The
hollowing operation either relieves some of
the stress in the wood or it further dries
out the piece causing shrinkage. Either
way, if the tenon is fitted properly before
the hollowing operation, it will be too
loose after hollowing! After fitting the top
to the bottom, the top can be finish turned.
A snug fit between the two will allow the
top to be turned as it is. However, if it

tends to come loose easily, a little masking
tape will hold it on.
After the top is finished, the outside of the
box can be finish turned with a skew.
Frank holds the top on by using a waste
block in the tailstock and putting light
pressure against the top. The box can then
be lightly sanded and a finish put on. Frank
uses wax dissolved in mineral oil for most
of his boxes. This gives a nice mellow glow
to the piece.
At this point, the bottom of the box can be
parted off and the waste block in the
chuck can be turned to match the tenon of
the box. This is then used as a jam chuck
where the base of the box can be slightly
hollowed so the box will sit right. A light
sanding and a little finish applied, and the
box is done!
Frank gave a great demonstration which
kept everyone's attention. This is a great
project for everyone to try, especially with
Christmas just a few short months away.
Thanks, Frank!! ©
G.A.R
CLUB NOTES
TAW Directory and Mailing List: If
errors are seen in the new directory or if
someone has been exeluded from this list,
please drop Jim Haddon or Gary Runyon
a postcard with the necessary
corrections. If you are not receiving the
monthly TAW newsletters, contact the
Editor to be placed on the mailing list or
to receive a new copy!
i
Spindle turning class: A number of
members have expressed an interest in a
spindle turning course which will give
everyone a good project to perfect our
spindle turning skills. Paul Pitts has

volunteered to offer a course on making
four legged stools. This will probably be
offered sometime in the beginning of
"93" at "The Woodworks". Depending
on the success of this class, Paul may
offer further classes on making Windsor
chairs. All members that are interested
in this opportunity should attend the
upcoming meeting for details and
discussions on when and how this will be
offered!
Scholarship: With the great success that
TAW has had with fund raising in the last
few years, we find ourselves with a
generous balance in the bank. After much
discussion at the September meeting, it
was unanimously agreed that the TAW
would donate $1000.00 to the
Appalachian Center for the Crafts. This
would be used for updating the Library
and/or a scholarship for a deserving
cause. It must be pointed out that the
TAW is one of the few chapters in the
country which is successful enough to
offer this support. The fact that we can
provide this sponsorship is an indication
of how well our officers are doing in
guiding this chapter and the effort that
many of our members are making in
keeping this club viable! Keep up the
great work!! ?i
Classified:
I

24" Fowermatic scroll saw, excellent
condition, 1962 model, cast iron. With
1/3HP AC motor -$550.00, with 1/3HP
variable speed DC motor - $750.00.
Contact Gary Runyon at 895-1657(hm)
or 642-4257(wk).
WANTED: Books, literature, videos,
etc. on laminating/turning hollow vessels

or bowls. Contact Floyd E. Harmon, 8
Connie Dr., Shalimar, FL 32579.
One of the services which the TAW
offers is free classified adds for our
members. If you have something you
wish to sell or trade, contact Gary
Runyon so it can be placed in our
newsletter. If you just furnish the
information, we will write it up for you!
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77?e Tennessee Association
of
Woodturners is a not for profit
organization formed to promote and
encourage the art of woodturning and in
doing so,, promote and encourage the
craft of woodturning in general.
Membership is open to any individual
and includes a subscription to the
monthly newsletter. Address inquiries to
TAW, ^5428 San Marcus Dr., Nashville,
TN 37220. Meetings are held monthly at
"7he Woodworks", 200 South 2nd Ave.,
Nashville, TN, on the fourth 'Tuesday of
each month at 7:00pm. Annual dues are
$20.00.

