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Dear Members and Friends, 
 
!ǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ 
to follow CDC and Penn Southeast Conference Guidance in determining safest practices for 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀl worship, outdoor worship, 
and, thankfully, have been able to return to in person worship in the sanctuary within the last 
month. 
 
Now, a vaccine has been approved for children ages 5-11, which means the majority of the 
school age children who have been so vulnerable can now be protected from COVID-19.   This 
milestone has given us confidence that we can now begin to return to a new normal in our 
worship and service. 
 
What does that mean for us as a church? 
 
Well, first and foremost, we will be worshiping indoors on a regular basis from this point 
forward.  We will keep masks and social distancing as a recommendation as there is still 
guidance on this level being shared with us. 
 
We will be singing and responding to during worship. 
We will continue to share communion via prepackaged elements in order to practice the safest 
distribution of communion possible for now.  We will continue to receive offerings in a box at 
the back of the sanctuary. 
 
And, in what is a big step forward, we will resume in person Sunday School starting on 
November 28, 2021.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀǊƪ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
congregational meeting approved a change in worship to 10 am during the months of 
September through May.  Sunday School will begin at 9 am.  After the first of the year, we 
hope to resume Circle of Sharing from 9:15 am until 9:55 am (before worship). 
 
This plan allows for more participation in Sunday School and a more rounded program. 



 
At this time, our ministries continue to meet though the format is different for each group, 
determined by the chairperson in conversation with their ministries.  Some are meeting in 
person and some via ZOOM.   Many have recommended staying with ZOOM as a primary 
meeting platform through the winter months. 
 
In regard to the use of the church building, the basement is not available for use at this time 
due to moisture and mold issues that will be addressed in a forthcoming congregational 
meeting.  Because of this limitation, we are operating solely on the main floor of the church 
building.   Thus, scheduling the use of space is most important.  At this time, Thursday 
evenings are full on the church schedule with the Handbells rehearsing in Ehrhart Hall at 6:30 
pm and two Girl Scout Troops meeting on rotating Thursday nights in Obold Chapel. 
²Ŝ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ tŜǊƪŀǎƛŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƛƴ 
December. 
 
At this time, masks are still required for all gatherings in the church space, except while eating 
food. 
 
If you plan to meet at the church, please be sure to let the church office know in order to help 
with scheduling.     
 
Another important notice for your calendarsτChristmas Eve.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎ for Christmas Eve due to 
maintaining a social distance.   In order to accommodate the most people possible, the 
Consistory and Worship and Music Ministries Team have settled upon two Christmas Eve 
services for 2021.  We will have a family service at 6 pm which will be a more casual service 
that will include the children who may be present in the service itself.  We will then have our 
traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service at 7:30 pm.   Please be aware that seating for the 
second service will not begin until 7 pm.   More information will be forthcoming as we return 
to what will be a new normal.   
 
Please feel free to ask any questions of the Consistory, the Ministry Teams, or the Staff as we 
seek to grow together in this re-creating time. 
 
Peace,    
 
Pastor Jeff 

 



WORSHIP OVERVIEW:  Thanksgiving/Advent/Christmas 2021 

November 21: 9:30 am 

Thanksgiving Worship 

We join in the celebration of 

Communion with prepackaged 

elements as we give thanks to God for 

our many blessings.  Please bring a 

canned good offering for FISH as we 

uplift Harvest Home.  

 

 November 28:   NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE BEGINS 

 9:00 AM   Sunday School  (Beginning in Obold Chapel) 

 10:00 AM  WORSHIP:  The First Sunday of Advent  

òClose To Homeó is our Advent Theme this year as we gather to light the 

first candle of Advent and reflect on the promise of the Christ being 

incarnated once more in our midst.  

 

 December 5:  The Second Sunday of Advent 

Join us on the Second Sunday of Advent as we share in a 

blessing of Teddy Bears with our children  and light the second candle of 

Advent. 

 

 December 12:  The Third Sunday of Advent 

We gather for an Intergenerational Christmas Pageant and tune 

in to Station WGOD-7 as the news of the Christ Child breaks out  

into the world.  Join us for a service of music, pageant, puppets and 

more!  

 



 December 19:  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

We join in worship on the Fourth Sunday of Advent with the 

Herald of the Bell Choir and the Sacrament of Communion.  

   

  December 24:  Christmas Eve Worship 

6:00 PM   Family Worship 

 Join us for a more informal celebration of Christmas with our 

families and children.  We will share in the Christmas Story together and light 

glowsticks for a safe candlelighting experience for all ages. 

 

7:30 PM  Candlelight Christmas Worship   (seating begins at 7 pm)  

We celebrate the birth of the Christ Child anew in our lives with a service of 

Candlelight, Carols and Reflection.  This year, you are Invited Home for Christmas 

Eve! 

 

December 26:  Lessons and Carols 

We gather to praise God in the season of Christmas with a 

laity led service of Lessons and Carols.   All are welcome!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COVID-19 UPDATE:    GOING THE DISTANCE AND MASKS 

At our Consistory meeting on November 16, 2021, our church leaders reviewed the current 

ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

state of the pandemic and its effects upon how we worship in the sanctuary.  

 

At the moment, Bucks County is ranked 5th in Pennsylvania for new COVID infections despite 

vaccination status, and ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƘƛƎƘέ ōȅ /5/ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

rates.   Because of this, and the fact that we have young families with children who may wish 

to worship but cannot be vaccinated or are not fully vaccinated at this time, the Consistory 

reaffirmed the mask mandate for activities within the building.   

 

As per the social distancing, it was decided that the pews would be reconfigured so that every 

other pew was open in its entirety across the sanctuary starting on Sunday, November 21st.    

 

The need for social distancing continues because scripture teaches us to care for the most 

vulnerable among us which for us includes our children, the immuno-compromised, and those 

who cannot be vaccinated for health reasons, among others.   

 

For this reason, we ask that the ribbons which are sectioning off pews, not be moved on a 

Sunday morning.    

 

If you arrive and have difficulty finding a seat, please speak with the usher for help.   The 

overflow area will continue to be open. 

 

We understand that the current situation brews frustration and eagerness to move forward 

and we hope for a change in the months ahead.  For now, we thank you for your patience and 

cooperation in this time. 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Christmas Eve schedule in order to accommodate an 

opportunity for all those who wish to worship to do so 

as safely as possible under the current circumstance.    

 

To that end, on Christmas Eve, please be aware that 

seating within the sanctuary will be limited for both services as every other pew will be 

sectioned off.     

 

The overflow area will be expanded with seating for Christmas Eve.   

  

Seating for the 6 pm service begins at 5:30 pm.    

Seating for the 7:30 pm service begins at 7:00 pm.    

 

The early service will be more informal and geared toward children and families primarily, but 

will still have the Christmas Carols we all enjoy and a modified Candlelighting experience.  The 

later service will be our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FAITH FORMATION 

In Person-Sunday School: 

Returns on Sunday, November 28, 2021 at 9AM 

We will gather in Obold  Chapel and share in a time 

of activity stations, learning, prayer and song and 

then break out into smaller groups for activity.  

Bring your friends and join us!   

**We are currently receiving donations of new or gently loved legos for the 

activity stations .  Donations can be placed in the chapel.  

 

*ZOOM Adult Bible Study: Thursdays at 9:30 am  

SUMMONED:  An 8 week study of the book of 

Esther by Megan B. Brown  

Study book is available on Amazon or you can 

contact the pastor to have one ordered for you.  

We meet via ZOOM at the moment.  If you are 

interested, please contact the Pastor.  We are 

about halfway through the study.  

 

TEDDY BEAR BLESSINGS:  December 5, Worship 

Bring your favorite stuffed  animal or Teddy 

Bear to worship on December 5th and receive 

a special blessing from Pastor Jeff during 

childrenõs time. Fun for all agesñadults have 

teddy bears too!  

 



OUTREACH MINISTRIES: 

Literacy Initiative:   St. Stephenõs UCC is 

exploring a new initiative with Guth 

Elementary School to bring volunteers in to 

read with Children and help light an interest 

and passion in reading.  If you are willing to 

volunteer, a sign up list is at the back of the 

sanctuary or you can speak with the office or 

Bob Ockenfuss.   A starting date is to be 

determined.  Background Checks and 

Fingerprinting will be required.    This is an 

opportunity to directly impact the lives of those living near the church.  Prayerfully 

consider your participation!  

 

Cookies and Cocoa:   On Saturday, December 4, 2021, St. 

Stephenõs will help celebrate the Perkasie Tree Lighting 

with Cookies and Cocoa, a tradition here at St. Stephenõs.  

Our event this year will be outside the Arch St. side of the 

buil ding.  Join us fireside to warm up, grab some cocoa 

and something to munch and there may even be a picture 

opportunity too!   The manger will be present to receive 

donations for Pennridge Fish!  All are welcome!  

 

BETHANY CHILDRENõS HOME:  {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ¦// ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƎƛŦǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ 
ǘƻ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜΦ  DƛŦǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ  ²ŀƭƳŀǊǘΣ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘΣ [ƻǿŜΩǎ IƻƳŜ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ 
¢W aŀȄȄκaŀǊǎƘŀƭƭǎΣ 5ƛŎƪΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ DƻƻŘǎΣ .ƻȅŜǊΩǎΣ wŜŘƴŜǊΩǎΣ 5ŀƛǊȅ vǳŜŜƴΣ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎΣ wƻǎǎΣ 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎΣ Iƻōōȅ [ƻōōȅΣ ¦ƭǘŀΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ YƛƳōŜƭΩǎ 
mailbox. 
 

THE GIFT OF GIVING--During the next three weeks (Nov. 21 through Dec. 12) you can bring joy into 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ōȅ Ǉurchasing sleepwear or wish list items for our friends at Family and Friends.  

Select a tab from the stockings on the display, purchase the item(s,) and return the items to church 

by Sunday, Dec. 12.  Items should not be wrapped, but labeled with the name of the recipient.  

Also, we are collecting prepackaged snacks such as pretzels, crackers, candy, etc. for all the 

residentsτno homemade snacks.  We are also accepting note cards, stamps, and low-balance gift 

cards to drive-thru businesses such as Dunkin, MŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ .ǳǊƎŜǊ YƛƴƎΣ 5ŀƛǊȅ vǳŜŜƴΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

aƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ  /ƘŜŎƪǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ όǇǳǘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

and Friends on the memo line).  Any questions, see Lucy White.  Thank you for your generosity! 



CRISTMAS FUND OFFERING: 

During this holy season, as we share gift with our loved ones, we are reminded of the ultimate 

gift we have received ς DƻŘΩǎ gift to mankind, Jesus Christ, bringing hope and healing to a 

broken world. The Christmas Fund special offering is one of four special programs in which we 

participate every year to support Our /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Wider Mission. This fund provides pension and 

health premium supplements to low income retirees, and emergency assistance to clergy 

families in need. 

Please give with compassion and generosity.  

Grace to you, may you be blessed and be a blessing to others. 

 

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY 

Jane Landis and Mary Lou Taylor will be embarking on a Mission Opportunity through the 

Lehigh Valley Presbytery on December 4th through the 10th.  The opportunity is there for you 

to join them or support them in their effort! 

To Join them: the following information would be of help: 

Helping Hands is seeking volunteers for a mission work trip to New Bern, North Carolina on 
December 4-11, 2021 If you are interested, please fill  out and return the attached registration 
and skills forms as soon as possible.  
  
There are additional forms to be filled out and they will be sent to you once we receive your 
registration form. 
  
Cost is $200.00 per person and participants must register by November 9, 2021. Please note 
that you must provide proof that you have received the COVID vaccine. Due to the close 
quarters during travel in rented vans and the sleeping arrangements at the church, no one can 
participate unless they are vaccinated. 
  
If you have any questions you can call (617-415-6013) or email (Cynthia.ahahn@gmail.com) 
Cynthia Hahn.  If you cannot reach her, you may contact the Presbytery office by phone (610-
391-9020) or email (office@lehighpresbytery.org). 
 
To Support them:  Please consider a Mission Offering in the coming weeks marked: Mission 

Trip 

mailto:Cynthia.a.hahn@gmail.com
mailto:office@lehighpresbytery.org


 



 


