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Dear Members anéfriends,
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to follow CDC and Penn Southeast Conference Guidance in determining safest practices
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and, thankfully, have been able to return to in person worship in the sanctuary within the last

month.

Now, a vaccine has been approved for children age$, which means the majority of the
school age children who have beemwailnerable can now be protected from COMMD This

milestone has given us confidence that we can now begin to return to a new normal in our

worship and service.
What does that mean for us as a church?

Well, first and foremost, we will be worshipinmgdoors on a regular basis from this point
forward. We will keep masks and social distancing as a recommendation as there is still
guidance on this level being shared with us.

We will be singing and responding to during worship.

We will continue to shareommunion via prepackaged elements in order to practice the sa
distribution of communion possible for now. We will continue to receive offerings in a box
the back of the sanctuary.

And, in what is a big step forward, we will resume in person &uisthool starting on
November 28, 2021.
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congregational meeting approved a change in worship to 10 am during the months of
September through May. Sund&ghool will begin at 9 am. After the first of the year, we
hope to resume Circle of Sharing from 9:15 am until 9:55 am (before worship).

This plan allows for more participation in Sunday School and a more rounded program.
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At this time, our ministries adinue to meet though the format is different for each group,
determined by the chairperson in conversation with their ministries. Some are meeting in
person and some via ZOOM. Many have recommended staying with ZOOM as a primar
meeting platform throu@ the winter months.

In regard to the use of the church building, the basement is not available for use at this tin
due to moisture and mold issues that will be addressed in a forthcoming congregational
meeting. Because of this limitation, we are opangtsolely on the main floor of the church
building. Thus, scheduling the use of space is most important. At this time, Thursday
evenings are full on the church schedule with the Handbells rehearsing in Ehrhart Hall at
pm and two Girl Scout Troopseeting on rotating Thursday nights in Obold Chapel.
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December.

At this time, masks are still required for all gatherings in the church space, except while e
food.

If you plan to meet at the church, please be sure to let the church office know in order to |
with scheduling.

Another important notice for your calendarsChristmas Eve.
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maintaining a social distance. In order to accommodate the most people possible, the
Consistory and Worship and Music Ministries Team have settled upon two Christmas Eve
services for 2021. We will have a family service at 6 piohwwill be a more casual service
that will include the children who may be present in the service itself. We will then have @
traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service at 7:30 pm. Please be aware that seating fq
second service will not baguntil 7 pm. More information will be forthcoming as we return
to what will be a new normal.

Please feel free to ask any questions of the Consistory, the Ministry Teams, or the Staff &
seek to grow together in this rereating time.

Peace,

Pastor Jeff
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WORSHIP OVERVIEW: Thanksgiving/Advent/Christmas 2021

T November 21: 9:30 am

HANKSGIVING VWORSHIP Thanksg|v|ng Worsh|p

We join in the celebration of
Communion with prepackaged
elements as we give thanks to God for
our many blessings. Please bring a
canned good offering for FISH as we
uplift Harvest Home.

November 28: NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE BEGIN}

9:00 AM Sunday School (Beginning in Obold Chapel)
10:00 AM WORSHIP: The First Sunday of Advent

0Close To Home is our Advent Theme this year as we gather to light the
first candle of Advent and reflect on the promise of the Christ being
incarnated once more in our midst.

December 5: The Second Sunday of Advent

Join us on the Second Sunday of Advent as we sharein a
blessing of Teddy Bears with our children and light the second candle of
Advent.

December 12: The Third Sunday of Advent

We gather for an Intergenerational Christmas Pageant and tune

in to Station WGOD-7 as the news of the Christ Child breaks out
into the world. Join us for a service of music, pageant, puppets and
more!
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December 19: The Fourth Sunday of Advent

We join in worship on the Fourth Sunday of Advent with the
Herald of the Bell Choir and the Sacrament of Communion.

December 24: Christmas Eve Worship
6:00 PM Family Worship

Join us for a more informal celebration of Christmas with our
families and children. We will share in the Christmas Story together and light
glowsticks for a safe candlelighting experience for all ages.

7:30 PM Candlelight Christmas Worship (seating begins at 7 pm)

We celebrate the birth of the Christ Child anew in our lives with a service of

Candlelight, Carols and Reflection. This year, you are Invited Home for Christmas
Eve!

December 26: Lessons and Carols

We gather to praise God in the season of Christmas with a
laity led service of Lessons and Carols. All are welcome!




COVIBD19 UPDATE: GOING THE DISTANCE AND MASKS

At our Consistory meeting on November 16, 2021, our church leaders reviewed the curre
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state of the pandemic and its effects upon how we worship in the sanctuary.

At the moment, Bucks County is ranketib Pennsylvania for new COVID infections despite
vaccination status,andi & O2 Yy aARSNBR GKAIKE o0& [/ 5/ aidl

rates. Because of this, and the fact that we have young families with children who may v
to worship but cannot be vaccinated or are not fully vaccinated at this time, the Consistory
reaffirmed the mask mandate for activities within the building.

As per the social distancing, it was decided that the pews would be reconfigured so that €
other pew was open in its entirety across the sanctuary starting on Sunday, Noveniber 21

The need for social distancing continues because scripture teaches us to care for the mos
vulnerable among us which for us includes our children, the imraompromised, and those
who cannot be vaccinated for health reasons, among others.

For this reaon, we ask that the ribbons which are sectioning off pews, not be moved on a
Sunday morning.

If you arrive and have difficulty finding a seat, please speak with the usher for help. The
overflow area will continue to be open.

We understand that theurrent situation brews frustration and eagerness to move forward
and we hope for a change in the months ahead. For now, we thank you for your patience
cooperation in this time.
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- CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:
T CKAA @SINE {0 {GSLKSYyQa
&%LM? m Christmas Eve schedule in order to accommodate an

: opportunity for all those who wish to worship to do so
as safely as possible under the current circumstance.

~worship

To that end, on Christmas Eve, pledseaware that
seating within the sanctuary will be limited for both services as every other pew will be
sectioned off.

The overflow area will be expanded with seating for Christmas Eve.

Seating for the 6 pm service begins at 5:30 pm.
Seating fo the 7:30 pm service begins at 7:00 pm.

The early service will be more informal and geared toward children and families primarily,
will still have the Christmas Carols we all enjoy and a modified Candlelighting experience
later service wilbe our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight service.
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FAITH FORMATION

In Person-Sunday School:

Bring your friends and join us!

Returns on Sunday, November 28, 2021 at 9AM

We will gather in Obold Chapel and share in a time
of activity stations, learning, prayer and song and
then break out into smaller groups for activity.

**We are currently receiving donations of new or gently loved legos for the
activity stations . Donations can be placed in the chapel.

=Answering a Cuall

b5 to the Impossible

SUMMONED

MEGAN B. BROWN

*Z00M Adult Bible Study: Thursdays at 9:30 am

SUMMONED: An 8 week study of the book of

Esther by Megan B. Brown

Study book is available on Amazon or you can
contact the pastor to have one ordered for you.

We meet via ZOOM at the moment. If you are
interested, please contact the Pastor. We are

about halfway through the study.
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2 teddy bears too!

- TEDDY BEAR BLESSING®ecember 5, Worship

4/ Bring your favorite stuffed animal or Teddy
Bear to worship on December 5" and receive
a special blessing from Pastor Jeff during
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES:

Literacy Initiative: St. Stephends
exploring a new initiative with Guth
Elementary School to bring volunteers in to
read with Children and help light an interest
and passion in reading. If you are willing to
volunteer, a sign up list is at the back of the
sanctuary or you can speak with the office or
Bob Ockenfuss. A starting date is to be
determined. Background Checks and
Fingerprinting will be required.  This is an
opportunity to directly impact the lives of those living near the church. Prayerfully
consider your participation!

Cookies and Cocoa: On Saturday, December 4, 2021, St.

Stephenods wi |l |l hel cel ebrat
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with Cookies and Cocoa, a ¢tr
@©@@A Our event this year will be outside the Arch St. side of the
building. Join us fireside to warm up, grab some cocoa
and something to munch and there may even be a picture
opportunity too! The manger will be present to receive
donations for Pennridge Fish! All are welcome!
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THE GIFT OF GIVHNDuring the next three weeks (Nov. 21 through Dec. 12) you can bring joy int
a2YS2ySQa wchdsihgslegpweardr wish list items for our friends at Family and Friend
Select a tab from the stockings on the display, purchase the item(s,) and return the items to chui
by Sunday, Dec. 12. Items should not be wrapped, but labeled with the naifrtbe recipient.

Also, we are collecting prepackaged snacks such as pretzels, crackers, candy, etc. for all the
residentss no homemade snacks. We are also accepting note cards, stamps, antbddance gift
cards to drivethru businesses such as Dunkind% 2 y I f RQ&a . dzZNBESNJ YAy 33X
az2zySilINE R2ylFLGA2ya gAft tftaz2 o6S | OOSLIWISR®
and Friends on the memo line). Any questions, see Lucy White. Thank you for your generosity!
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CRISTMAS FUND OFFERING:

Duringthis holy seasonaswe sharegift with our lovedones,we areremindedof the ultimate
gift we havereceivedc D 2 Rgit & mankind,JesusChrist,bringinghopeandhealingto a
brokenworld. TheChristmad-undspecialofferingis one of four spegal programsin whichwe
participateeveryyearto supportOur/ K dzNWietMission.Thisfund providespensionand
health premiumsupplementdo low incomeretirees,andemergencyassistanceo clergy
familiesin need.

Pleasagivewith compassiorand generosity.

Graceto you,mayyou be blessedandbe a blessingo others.

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY

Jane Landis and Mary Lou Taylor will be embarking on a Mission Opportunity through the
Lehigh Valley Presbytery on Decem@&through the 1&". The opportunity is there for you
to join them or support them in their effort!

To Join themthe following information would be of help:

HelpingHandsis seekingvolunteersfor a missionwork trip to New Bern,North Carolinaon
December4-11,2021If youareinterested,pleasefill out andreturn the attachedregistration
and skillsforms assoonaspossible.

Thereare additionalformsto befilled out andthey will be sentto you oncewe receiveyour
registrationform.

Costis $200.00per personand participants must registerby November9, 2021 Pleasenote
that you mustprovideproof that you havereceivedthe COVIDvaccine.Dueto the close
guartersduringtravelin rented vansandthe sleepingarrangementsat the church,no onecan
participateunlessthey are vaccinated.

If youhaveanyquestionsyou cancall (617-4156013)or email (Cynthia.ahahn@gmail.com
CynthiaHahn. If you cannotreachher, you maycontactthe Presbyteryoffice by phone (610
391-9020)or email (office@lehighpresbytery.ojg

To Support them Please consider a Mission Offering in tbening weeks marked: Mission
Trip
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Join us on a Mission Work Trip with
Helping Hands to New Bern, NC
December 4-11, 2021

Helping Hands of Lehigh Presbytery will make a mission work trip to assist in the

WHAT recovery efforts in North Carolina after hurricanes and flooding caused extensive
damage to churches and homes in that area.

WHEN December 4-11, 2021

WHERE New Bern, North Carolina

WHO Adult women and men — 16 and older ready to help and provide hope to others

(Ages 16 and 17 need to be accompanied by an adult)

Reconstruction projects on homes damaged by storms and flooding. No specific

WORK skills or experience are required, but be prepared to BE FLEXIBLE and provide
whatever help is needed. Skills such as plumbing, electrical, roofing, and dry wall
installation are always welcomed.
We will be staying at the Neuse Forest Presbyterian Church, 2011 Old Cherry Point

LODGING Road, New Bern, NJ 28560. There are showers and bathrooms available on site.
Please bring sleeping bags.

CVOA(')I'II)EQ ND Meals will be provided. (Bring a reusable water bottle)

TRAVEL Transportation for this trip will be by rented mini-vans and a cargo van to transport
tools.

COST TO $200 for the week. Must register by November 9, 2021. This registration fee

PARTICIPANTS | covers all expenses except meals in route and incidental personal expenses.
PROOF OF COVID VACCINATION REQUIRED.

QUESTIONS/ Contact Cynthia Hahn, Trip Registrar, at 617-415-6013 or

REGISTRATION cynthia.a.hahn@gmail.com. Forms and information can be found online at
www.lehighpresbytery.org

REGISTRATION

DEg[?LINE 0 November 9, 2021 (registration fee is not refundable after November 9, 2021)
If you would like to help finance this work trip, please send checks to: Lehigh

DONATIONS Presbytery, 710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104-3494. Write “Helping
Hands” in the memo. Donations are always welcomed. Thank you.
Mission Trip Orientation will be Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in

ORIENTATION Room #115 of the First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown,

PA. (the Room is located next to the Presbytery office.
EVERYONE MUST WEAR A MASK.







