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Bells

https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik

Announcements
Prelude

“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”
Charles H. Gabriel, Arr. Marilynn Ham
https://youtu.be/pFqwdCJw-p4

Call to Worship

Sue McGowan
Rosemary Dawson

One: All who are born of God, join together in joy.
Let us joyfully sing to the One who does wonderful things.
All: God has revealed his power to save.
God has made known his triumph among all peoples.
One: Come now, let us make our home in the love of Christ.
Let our love find expression as we keep God’s commands.
All: We come with joy to the One who calls us friends.
We gather, eager to hear Christ’s word to us.
One: Remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Let our hands and voices proclaim God’s glory.
All: We will pour out hymns of praise with joy.
We will honor Christ by our compassionate service.
Hymn

Womb of Life and Source of Being
https://youtu.be/WxGoUsRlDFw (tune only)
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Gathering Prayer

Sue McGowan

Gracious God, we gather today in awe of your steadfast love and faithfulness. You have made
us your children and anointed us with your Spirit. We long to experience the depth of your
love and to live as your caring community. Help us in this hour to set aside the distractions
and demands that keep us from attending to you. Help us to understand your word and keep
your commands. Free us from our fears that we might risk our well-being for the sake of
others. Empower us to live as true disciples and genuine friends of Jesus, for your glory and
honor. Amen.
Gloria Patri

https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
1 John 5:1-5 (NRSV)

Sue McGowan
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Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
John 15:9-17 (RSV)

Rosemary Dawson
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As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to
you.
16
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and
that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to
you. 17 This I command you, to love one another.
Musical Reflection

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Arr. Phillip Keveren.
https://youtu.be/otrlo8c-j-Q
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Sermon

An Exercise in Love

Who loves you? Really. Who do you love? Take a minute and think about someone in your life
whose love is palpable. (pause) Pretty powerful, isn’t it? And if you’re like me you are eager to
spend time with your beloved, and to do those things that are appreciated by them.
Maybe, with that sense of our ‘sweetie’ we can begin to grasp Jesus’ invitation today. “As the
Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.” Jesus loves us with a crazy love and
Christ wants us to experience that love, deeply and fully, until, as he said it bubbles up in joy – the
joy he knows.
So it seems odd that right after inviting us into this love fest he says “if you keep my
commandments you will abide in my love”. That doesn’t seem like much of a loving word. It
smacks of “if you do what I want then I will love you.” At least that’s how we hear it, too often.
But perhaps that is not Jesus’ intention. God loves us, immensely and unfailingly. and love has a
way of wanting the best for us. Just as a parent sets limits and house rules for the well-being of their
children, God’s commands are there for our welfare. But I am not talking about the Law of Israel,
the 613 commands of the Old Testament. Jesus said encouraged us to keep his commandments,
“just as I have kept my Fathers commandments”. Yet we know that Jesus often got in trouble for not
keeping the Law. Jesus had a different set, a different view, of God’s commands. And for Jesus
those commands are always rooted in love – God’s love for us and our love for God. To keep the
commandments of Jesus, are in essence, to love in action. It is action rooted in love. That is the
sole commandment of Jesus - Love one another.
Jesus’ command is not about warm feelings. No one, not even God, can dictate feelings; but He can
direct action – actions that seek the best for others. That is the hallmark Jesus set and that he himself
fulfilled. “Greater love has no one than this - to lay down your life for your friends.” That is just
what Jesus did for us, whom he claimed, and claims, as his friends. He gave his life for us, fully and
without reserve, on the cross. So often we interpret the cross as punishment for sin. Yet for Jesus,
for John, and for all who know God’s grace, it is the ultimate act of love.
That, my friends, is the plumbline Jesus has set for us – “love each other as I have loved you.”
Yikes! This is no easy ‘buddy - buddy, good time pals’. This love, real love, is hard work. It always
has been hard work and it always will be hard work. We know it’s hard work because we know
when we have failed to love. We fail, not just because it’s hard, but because this love is not ‘by
your own boot-strap’ love. This type of love, a ‘lay down your life, give your all’ love needs divine
intervention. We need an unfailing source of love for us and with us, so that we can then share that
love with others. This is why Jesus started off with the invitation “As the
Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.” Because like the vine and branches
‘apart from me [apart from the God who is love] you can do nothing.’
It is when we chose to abide, dwell in and find nurture in the love of God, that we then blossom and
bear the fruit that is love. And the abiding power of that love, in and through us, has the power to
renew and transform us and the whole creation.
Amen.
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Hymn

God Our Author and Creator
https://youtu.be/X3RwRBpefOg

6

Joys and Concerns
7

As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Gracious, Compassionate God, we are awed today by the profound depth of the love for us. The
extent your love went for us in Christ leaves us humbled, and we turn to you with open hearts,
longing to love you in return. We thank you for your Spirit, who answers the longing of our hearts
with your abiding presence so that we may know the power of your love in our daily lives. And so
we come before you today, wanting to be filled with a love that will bring life and joy to all the
world.
We pray for your church, and for this congregation. Grant that the truth of your love may be both
our foundation and our goal. Help us to grow in the experience of your love, and bear its fruit in
our lives, so that we may love each other and all people, fully and truly.
We pray for our world and its leaders. Refresh their spirits in the knowledge of your love and guide
them that they may achieve your loving purposes for all people. We also pray for all who are
suffering this day. May the forsaken know your welcome, the forlorn receive your hope, and the
distraught know your peace. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the mourning and your
aid to the needy. We especially thank you for… and we ask your continued aid for…. And may the
love and favor we have received guide us as we carry your love to those in need.
We praise you, Wondrous God, for the abundance of your love in our lives, and for the ministry of
love you give to us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord of Love, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc

Offering
We are people whom God has richly blessed in so many ways. In love, God has done great things
for us- providing for our welfare, granting us forgiveness, and extending to us friendship in Jesus
Christ. Our gifts are a reflection and a response to the One who has given us so much. Let us
dedicate our offerings with joy.
Generous and loving God, we offer you our best with grateful, adoring hearts; and we commit our
resources and labors to your service. Empower us as we work for the reign of your love
and the good news of the gospel. Bless our offerings that they may bear fruit among us and
throughout the world. Amen.
Doxology

https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ
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(choose the one that is best for your faith)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Hymn

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
https://youtu.be/r2AVh40fSV4
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Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God
and the steadfastness of Christ. 2 Thes 3:5
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“Flower Song”
G. Lange, Op. 39.
https://youtu.be/FwIgS-n4Ecg

****
Music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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