We have been building to this moment that we all knew was coming.  


We all learned it in Sunday School 



and continue to point to it when we can, 


but don't want to dive deep, 



because it can be quite disturbing.  SLIDE
God calls Abraham to go 


and sacrifice his son, 


his only son, 



to show Abraham trusts Yahweh.  

We don't want to dive to deep, 


because the typical way we moralize this story in the end is, SLIDE


no matter how crazy and horrible the thing is that God is calling you to do, 




if you do it, 




you are faithful.  

Just look at how we celebrate Abraham as the model of faith.  


We end up in this dangerous conclusion 



that the evil one loves to use on God's faithful all the time, 



when we hear this with modern ears.  

The Israelites SLIDE
and especially Abraham did not hear it the same way 


and reach the same conclusion 



as we often do.  

So I am going to follow Tim Kellar's model 


of explaining this text in three parts 



to help us hear what Abraham heard 



and help us understand why the rest of scripture celebrates Abraham.  SLID
Kellar's model starts by understanding the essence of the call, 


then the horror of the test, 


and finally the wonder of the Lamb. SLIDE
The call from God to Abraham to do this act 


is the same for any call from God.  

First there is the call to go 


and leave what is familiar and comfortable.  

My call to come to Skagway meant moving 2000 miles from my family 


and start creating a whole new world of friends.  

Abraham has been called many times,


to leave Haran, 


to become a father and nation.  

Every time, it has been uncomfortable and unfamiliar.  


Going to the region of Moriah lines up with this 

Your call from Jesus 


to go and make disciples 



also lines up with leaving what is familiar and comfortable.

The second part of the essence of a call SLIDE

is that God does not give us all the details.  

We are told to go 


and later we will get all of the details.  

This, “I will show you,” 


is not my favorite reality.  SLIDE
Abraham's first call was to leave 


and “go the land that I will show you.”  

Again in our text today, 


it is “go to the region of Moriah. 



Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering 







on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” 



A little vague considering how mountain ranges work.  




Which peak exactly?  



It is a different trip if it is AB 



versus Mt Harding across the canal.  

But how many of us have fulfilled a call 


knowing how it would all work out?  SLIDE
The call to parenting is our most familiar.  


We joke about their not being a manual.  



We could have used one.  


We were even foolish enough to think that since we were able to keep Eva alive for over a year, 



we would have not trouble with the second child.  


Despite warnings otherwise, 



Esme had us looking for a manual again.

Finally, fulfilling a call 


requires us to offer something up.  

Abraham gave up civilization and status to leave Haran.  

I gave up higher medical care, 


ease of travel, 


and being able to easily see my friends to be here.  

God's call today on Abraham SLIDE

was to give up his son, 



his only son, 



whom he loves.  
God acknowledges that he is taking Abraham's only social hope to have children and nations, 


plus his emotional center 



as Ishmael is gone.  

Why is this part of God's call?  


Why do we need to offer something precious up?  

We need to be clear on where our value comes from.  


Two weeks ago, 



we heard Sarah explode 




when Ishmael laughed while playing with Isaac.  


Sarah had elevated Isaac to a point 



where he was Sarah's foundation.  


Isaac was where Sarah found worth and belonging from her culture, 



where she was unique for giving birth so late in life.  

But remember, SLIDE

we said she was praising the gift,


 not the gift giver.

The danger of building our life like this SLIDE

is the gifts are not permanent.  

A tragic accident 


and children are gone.  

A natural disaster 


and your house is gone.  

A market shift 


and your job is gone.  

A good fight 


and perhaps your friendship is gone.  

None of these are solid, 


eternal foundations 



on which to build your life.  

So the question is, SLIDE

what is a solid foundation 



that will not disappear like shifting sands?  

We have all said in principle, 


that the Triune God was our foundation.  

But if one examined the practice of our lives, 


what would come out as our real foundation?  
For most of us, 


it wouldn't be anything too awful, 


but it would be temporary.  



Even our marriages and family are temporary.  


What happens to us when those end?  

God's goal 


is to get us to put him as the foundation 



so that we might be able to fully enjoy all the other gifts he gives us.

God brings this about 


through the second feature of this story, SLIDE
the horror of the test.  

We all are aware of the rigors of military boot camp.  


A good montage shows people collapsing from exhaustion, 


giving up their breakfast, 


doing something to mind numbing repetition.  



At times it can be cruel and unusual.  

But I have a feeling that the training 


has saved more than one person's life.  

What saves you 


often feel like death at the time.  

The testing 

and building a person up, 


going from 10 pushups to 100 pushups 



is what brings life.  

Life does not happen without testing.  

This is different than saying, 


“No matter how crazy, wrong, 



or insane the idea is, 


do it anyway.  

The reason this conclusion does not stand, 


is because we are not hearing the test correctly.  

The test is not, 


are you willing to murder your son Abraham?  



You are? 



You are then faithful.  


Or you are?  



Then you failed the test 



and should have said no, 




because you need him to achieve what I have for you.  
Instead of these two conclusions, SLIDE

We first need to realize that Abraham is never asked to murder his son.  

He is told to make an offering, 


a sacrifice.  

Tim Kellar makes the point 


that if Abraham would have been asked to offer Sarah, 



he would have said, 




“No way. That is murder!” 


Why?  



Because of what the culture understood about society.

Here is a new word, SLIDE



Primogeniture.  

It is a new word, 


but an old concept.  


The idea that the oldest son 



or child gets the whole inheritance.  

Otherwise 


your once great kingdom is divided over the years 



until it is nothing.  

So instead, 


the oldest gets everything, 



but then is the benefactor for all the siblings.  

So in England, 


the throne is passed to one person, 



but all the rest of the family are princes and dukes of it, 



but older brother has control over everything.  


This made sense, 



because the families prosperity was the focus, 




not the individuals.  
God pushes back against this notion throughout Genesis 


with the younger ruling the older, 



as we have just seen with Ishmael being sent away.  

But we also hear God make a claim, SLIDE

“The life of the first born is mine.”  



This is partly why Abel's sacrifice was accepted, 




it contained “the firstborn of his flock.”  

In Egypt during the Exodus, 


the firstborn of Pharaoh's household were struck down.  


The same would have happened in the Jewish households, 



but a offering was made in their place, 




the death of a lamb.  

As maker and creator, 


the way Primogeniture works, 



is negated by God, 


as he says the firstborn are mine.  

So God is asking a second born, 


Abraham, 



are you recognizing this reality?  

You have something that is mine.  


Will you offer it back to me?

Abraham knows 


that it is only by the promise of God that he has anything.  

He also knows 


this is a just God 



who calls for righteousness.  


Remember Sodom and Gomorrah.  

A God of justice 


has every right to ask for the debt we owe him 



to be paid. 


So Abraham is complying.  

It does not mean 


that there was not all kinds of internal conflict going on.  SLIDE


The Command of God 



conflicted with the Promise of God.  
So which one has higher priority for God?  


God as just 


or God as merciful?  

If he is more merciful, 


than the quality of life in Soddom and Gomorrah could live on.  

If he is more just, 


than the promise of a nation through Abraham 



does not deserve to live on.  

This is what occupies Abraham's thoughts 


for the 60 mile walk north to Moriah.
This is also what brings us to the final component of the story, SLIDE

“The Wonder of the Lamb.”  

As we head up the mountain 


we hear three things.  SLIDE
Abraham keeps all the dangerous things with the fire and the knife.  SLIDE
We also hear the only conversation between Abraham and Isaac.  


For marketing purposes, 



Isaac's question was not, 




“Where's the beef?” 




but “Where is the lamb?”  



To which Abraham replies, 




“God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  

We should also be aware of where  Moriah is.  


The only other mention of it is in 2 Chronicles 3:1.  SLIDE


“Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem 




in mount Moriah, 



where the LORD appeared unto David 




his father.”  SLIDE
The place where Abraham and Isaac are preparing to make this sacrifice 


is marked today by the temple Mount.  

The mountain where Jesus died 


is the same mountain that Isaac laid on the altar.  



I am pretty sure this is no quinkydink coincidence. 

Abraham is going to offer his son 


as a sacrifice for the payment for sin 



for his whole family to have life.  SLIDE
If you get all the property, 


you also get all the debt.  

Abraham heads up with the conviction 


that God will provide.  

It is clear to Abraham 


that Isaac was a gift from God, 


so why wouldn't God also provide the sacrifice.  

We hear the hope in the book of Hebrews


as the retelling includes hope that God could raise him from the dead.  

In this case, 


as Abraham raises the knife to make the offering, 



he is stopped by God's messenger.  

Abraham has shown the place of his faith.  


God is his foundation, 



not Isaac.  


He has passed the test concerning the source of the promise.  

It is clear for Abraham 


that God is the source, 


not Isaac.  

Abraham still makes a sacrifice, 


but it can be the ram now, 



because Isaac is no longer standing where God should stand 




in Abraham's life.

The continuing process of sacrifice 


also tells us that the ram did not fully pay the price that was owed.  

The debt that we owe, SLIDE

was finally paid at that same location 



when another person, 


who God acknowledged as his only Son, 



the Son he loved, 


was laid upon the wood 



that he carried to the top of the mountain 




to make an offering.  

This time, 


when Jesus cried out, 



“My God, 



My God, 




why have you forsaken me?”  



There was no voice crying out from heaven saying, 




“Do not lay a hand on the boy.”  

Instead, 


the Father paid the price 



by remaining silent.  
In doing so, 


Yahweh showed he was a God of both justice and hope.  



He fulfilled the call of justice by paying what is owed.  



He fulfilled the call of love by providing his Son.  


We know Yahweh is full of justice and love dwelling together, 



because both sides were fulfilled.  

We are left to respond, 


by asking ourselves and the Spirit to show us, SLIDE


“What are we putting in the place of God?  



What needs to go on the altar and say, 




“This is only a gift, 





it is not the gift giver. 




The gift giver deserves my praise!” 

 What are we saying, 


“I will believe in the God of Scripture, 



as long as I also get a wife, 



a family, a job, the recognition, the resources, 



the respect that I actually want 




more than God.”  

May we put them on the altar, 


so that we recognize them for what they always were.  

Not God himself, 


but a gift from the God who loves us.  

When we struggle to do so, 


may we remember the essence of God's call, 


the horror of the test, 


and the Wonder of the Lamb that makes it all worth it.
Wonder of the Lamb
Abraham keeps all the dangerous stuff

Only conversation between Isaac and Abraham.


“God will do it” drives Abraham up the mountain.


We can't see the lamb. But God can.



Just and gracious, but he will do it.

Name of mountain, “God will be obeyed, but provide” “I can do, God will do it” “God will pay price of sin and be promise of Grace.”


Abraham's little lamb could not pay the price, nor Ram in thicket

2 chronicles, Mtns of Moriah.


Father led his own son on the same mountains.



When the ultimate beloved son cried, “Why have you.  God pays price in silence.”

Moralist: Abraham could not have walked up, with a God of justice only.  Needed hope.

Modernist: Only in love, doesn't owe God this.  This is what I owe.


Only in the cross, that God could be both.
Practical Issue
How does God really become your everything? 


Not I will.

This story shows: Now I know that you love me, because you did not with hold your son, your only sin from me.


By the spirit, you can see that this is a picture of calvary.

We can't be like Abraham, until we know.

3 features


essence of the call


the horror of the test


wonder of the lamb
Essence
Called to go


leave familiar and comfortable

Called to a place I will tell you about later


Not knowing how it works out

Called to offer up


leave civilization and status



culture and family


his only son



His older son is gone




only social hope



Whom you love




abraham's emotional center


Every source is offered up


The call of God's essence



God only justifies he calls



Eph 1, know our calling


Not a xian unless heard god's call.



Not once, but keeps coming



How we grow, rehear and go deeper


Foundations of security are radically vulnerable. (Well to do man, lost all, and was lost)



Hebrews 11, Foundations only through God.




New Yorkers have reasons why Xianity is implausible




NYT people knew 40 years ago, we are embarrassed by now.





Why different today



Every objection is passing away



Psychological foundations, some things are the object of your souls faith.




When you realize it, life is going to strip it away.



“If there is no god, then I have nothing.”


There is no security without God



You granted in Principle, God is the foundation.



Other things are actually the foundations.


If everything is going to go anyway, why not offer it up?
Practicals

I won't come to x unless I get to do this.  “God is wanting a commitment to follow, no matter what I tell you.”


God is the non-negotiable thing in your life.



This is my God, so I will accept the biblical one if it helps me get to my real God.


Sometimes the God that is trying to save you, feels like he is going to kill you.



Shepherd trying to save you, will feel like death.


Moral is, no how crazy, immoral or stupid, do it anyway.


Fear and Trembling, Soren Kirkegaard



If you do them, you are really in submission.  Father goes and kills the son.  If that man is condemned, than why was not Abraham.  



Abraham failed, because he should have said, forget it.



We should all do whatever God says.




Haven't grasped the true horror of the text


Did not mean to Abraham what it means to us.



“Did not say, Murder your son, but to offer him as a offering.”


The meaning of an offering/first born



Ancient cultures are not individualistic.  For families prosperity


Iron law of Primo Genature



oldest, first born, got all the marbles.  Achem's razor, you start loosing status and place in family.  Then oldest is benefactor.



God undermines this primo genature throughout genesis



First born, was the ultimate hope of the family.




God says, “Life of the first born is mine.” forfeit






Passover.






Egyptian's were lost






Jewish were saved unless a sacrifice





Debt of sin every family owes to me.






Abraham would never been asked to kill sarah, it was murder.




There is a God of justice, we fail to live there, so all owe a debt.





Offering up Isaac, was God calling up his debt.




Command of God conflicted the Promise of God?


Narrative is more frightening than just murder



Just and justifier



holy God justice and gracious god of promise
