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From the Principal
Dear Woodside Families,
I can hardly believe that November is already here, time flies by when you are
having fun and learning. Parent-teacher conferences are next week, November 5 November 9. We are thankful for your support of the learning program at
Woodside. These conferences are a valuable opportunity for you to discuss the
academic and social growth of your child. I encourage and invite ALL parents and
guardians to meet with teachers during this week. I am excited about keeping the
lines of communication open, so we can combine our efforts to continue to make
this a successful year for everyone at Woodside.

Betty Cobbs
Principal
Woodside Elementary School
17000 23rd Ave. SE,
Bothell, WA 98012
www.everettsd.org/woodside

I am frequently asked questions about Accelerated Reading
(AR). Many of our new families may not be familiar with this
program. Accelerated Reading or AR is a computer program
that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent reading practice. The
program encourages students to pick a book at his/her own level and read it at their own
pace. When finished, the student takes a short quiz on the computer. Passing the quiz is an indication that he/she
understood what was read. The results of the quiz give both students and teachers feedback, which is used to help
students set goals and direct on-going reading practice. Students choose their own books to read rather than
having one assigned to them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can choose books
that are interesting to them. Teachers and librarians can also help students choose a book.
The AR program reaches across the country to students from all socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds. It helps
students increase their reading comprehension and vocabulary skills. AR points are based on the difficulty of the
reading level and the percentage of questions answered correctly. Every school customizes the program, choosing
from 8,000 choices of tests, which best match their library and classroom collections. This means that tests at
Woodside may not be available at another school and vice-versa. The follow-up research on Accelerated Reading
indicates a correlation to increased achievement to other academic areas.
At Woodside, we use the iReady diagnostic test in grades 3-5 and DRA scores in grades 1-2 to determine a
starting zone or level where that student will begin in the AR program. Kindergarten and first grade students are
tested when they are considered ready by their teacher to begin working independently within the program. The
score of the test gives a zone of comfort for the student and does not necessarily place a reading grade level on the
student. Accelerated Reading is only one tool used to assess a student's reading progress and is only one part of a
reading program. We recognize there are times when a student may score lower than expected. The teacher may
use the results from comprehension scores from books read and other reading assessments, along with teacher
www.everettsd.org/woodside
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judgment to decide whether a student’s reading level or zone should be adjusted. When a child is achieving 100
percent on test after test, the teacher can also move the student up to where they would be challenged (or if they
are struggling at their current level - move them down so that they might experience success before moving on).
Once a zone is determined, a student begins choosing books to read that fit into that comfort zone. These may be
library books, classroom books, or even books they have at home for which we have the AR tests at school. After
completion of reading the book (we frequently ask the younger readers to read a book twice
before testing), the student will take a 5 to 20 question comprehension test on the computer
to determine how well they understood that book. These books, at the student's level, can be
read to them, with them (sharing the reading), or independently. Remember, AR testing
determines how well the student comprehends what they are reading. As we purchase more
books and/or tests in the library, choices for student reading will increase. Students are
encouraged to read a variety of genres found in AR books and other books that are a part of our
library collection.
We believe the incentive for reading should simply be the joy of reading an enjoyable book, but
this is sometimes not enough for many young readers. This is where the point/goal setting
system comes into Accelerated Reading. Each book in the AR program have a point value based on its reading
level, interest level, length, etc. The program keeps track of how many points the student has earned during the
current school year. The points range from .5 points for some of the beginning levels to 60+ points for some of the
classics. Students earn ribbons once they reach a certain goal point, beginning at the 3 points. In most classes,
students are setting individual goals to reach a certain point club. We celebrate reading at regular Community
Assemblies and recognize our Top AR readers.
Reading progress is closely monitored throughout the school year, with a goal of each student achieving success at
or above grade level expectations. Please continue to encourage your child to read (or be read to) regularly at
home. Ask your child about what they have just read. Help them discover their strength to unlock the world before
them. Parents are invited to visit the school library, before or after school, and watch your child take an AR test.
Thank you for your support and encouraging your child to be a reader! If you have any questions, feel free to give
me a call or contact your child's teacher.
Sincerely,

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Principal
Woodside Elementary
bcobbs@everettsd.org
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Calendar of Events
Monday

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday

31

Thursday

1

Friday

2

November

Early Release, 12:20

5

6

7

8

9

Early Release,
Conference Week at
12:20

Early Release,
Conference Week at
12:20

Early Release,
Conference Week at
12:20

Early Release,
Conference Week at
12:20

Early Release, Conference
Week at 12:20

12

13

14

15

16

No School
Veterans Day

Community Transit
Visits, 2nd Grade, 9:0010:00

Big Brothers, Big
Sisters, Kick-Off,
11:30-1:30

5th grade Veterans
Assembly
9:30 – K, 2, 4
1:45 – 1,3

Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

19

20

21

22

23

Early Dismissal, 12:20

Thanksgiving
Break

Thanksgiving
Break

28

29

30

Picture Retake Day

Learning Improvement
Friday, 1:35 Dismissal

PTA meeting 7:00pm

26

27

BBBS, 11:30-1:30
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What is happening in music this November?

5th Grade students are working hard on rehearsing their two-part choral music for their Veterans Day Concert,
Stars and Stripes Forever; We Salute Our Veterans. The concert will take place on Thursday, November 15th at
9:30AM and 1:45PM during two school assemblies in the gym. Families and Veterans are invited to attend
one of the performances as we recognize and thank all our Veterans and those who are currently serving
our country.
4th Grade has been practicing reading and writing a new rhythm, sixteenth notes. Ask your child what a
sixteenth note is, how it sounds, and if they can show you how to write it!
3rd Graders just learned a new rhythm, half note. Using our half notes, quarter rest, eighth notes, and
quarter note, we are creating candy rhythms in music class. Ask your child what a half note is, how it sounds,
and if they can show you how to write it!
CONGRATULATIONS 2nd Graders on a great concert! All the 2nd graders worked very hard, and the
Where the Wild Things Are concert was an enormous success! Way to go 2nd graders!
1st Grade has started working on reading, writing, and performing sol and mi patterns on the music staff. Ask
your child to sing a song using sol-mi, or if they can write a pattern for you on the music staff using sol-mi.
Kindergartens are working on keeping a steady beat as they continue to learn new songs and singing games. As
you listen to music at home, ask your kindergartner to find the beat!
To help reinforce music at home, please always encourage your child to show you new or favorite songs from
music class! The more each student practices at home, the more progress they will make in music class!
Upcoming Music Events:
5th Grade Concert: Stars and Stripes Forever; We Salute Our Veterans
Thursday, November 15th 9:30AM (grades K, 2, and 3 attend) and 1:45PM (grades1and 3 attend)
*Families and Veterans are invited to attend one or both school performances
Choir Winter Concert
Thursday, December 13th at 1:45PM and 7:00PM
Final Choir Practice
Tuesday, December 18th at 7:10AM in the gym
Choir Caroling with Cookies and Cocoa Party
Thursday, December 20th 2:00-4:30PM
To keep up to date on music events and concerts make sure to regularly check the music website!
http://www.everettsd.org/woe-thill
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STUDENT SAFETY AT WOODSIDE ELEMENTARY
PLAYGROUND AT PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF Due to our increased student population this year, our bus
lines under the covered area and adjacent to the playground, have really grown! If you have plans to use the
playground after school, we ask you to wait until the last bus has departed
from the school grounds. It’s quite a distraction to the students who are
patiently waiting in line for their bus. We want to be certain that they get on
their bus and home safely. Thank you for your cooperation!

This Photo by

STUDENT DROP-OFF & PICK-UP PROCEDURES To ensure the safe arrival and dismissal of our
students, the following drop-off and pickup procedures have been established. We really need everyone’s help
to keep the start of every school day safe for students!
SCHOOL HOURS Students may be dropped off no earlier than 8:15am, since we do not have supervisory
coverage available until that time. Please do not bring your child
to school until that time, unless they are having breakfast at Woodside which begins at 8:00am. Students are
tardy if they arrive after the 8:35am start time. Dismissal is at 2:50pm, Monday through Thursday and 1:35pm
on Friday. Your punctuality is greatly appreciated.
DROP OFF Parents/guardians are asked to drop off students at the sidewalk
only in the designated drop-off/pick-up areas in front of the school. You
must drop off your child at the sidewalk and then move on immediately to
keep traffic flowing. If you need to park and walk to the sidewalk or enter
the school in the morning, please park in a designated parking space.
This Photo by Unknown Author is

PICK UP Students who walk home from school, or who are picked-up
by a parent/guardian are dismissed at the end of the school day. If someone other than a parent/guardian is
picking- up your child, please send a note to the school indicating that. Any change in dismissal or early
dismissal requires a note with parent/guardian signature. Please remain in the courtyard area until the teachers
have safely walked their students to their pick-up spot. Standing in the passage ways next to the office building
creates congestion and is not safe for our children. If you pick up children in the afternoon using the drive-up
method, you are asked to remain in or at your car in one of the designated drop-off/pick-up areas along the
sidewalk and have your child come to your car. Please do not park and leave your car unattended in a dropoff/pick-up area.
WOODSIDE PARKING LOT PROTOCOL
So many children and cars have the potential of becoming a dangerous place with tragic results if parking lot
protocol and civility are not adhered to. Please be courteous to other drivers and vigilant in watching out for the
safety of our students. Always drive slowly in our parking lot, especially thru our “Valet Zone.” It is imperative
that we follow the rules to ensure the safe and steady flow of traffic in our parking lot. Parking in a fire or nonpermitted handicap zone is against the law. Please do not “double park” as this greatly affects the traffic flow
www.everettsd.org
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and causes tempers to rise. If possible, please have your child walk to school as this could ease the traffic
situation and make our parking lot a safer place for students and parents.
Following these few simple guidelines should result in safe and efficient transport of students to and from
school.
➢ Enter and exit the parking lot through the designated gates. You may only exit to the right when leaving the
Woodside parking lot. Please be patient and polite.
➢ Park only in designated parking areas on school property. These areas are marked along the north side of the
lot as you enter and in the center isles of the lot. There is no parking along the sidewalk in front of the school,
along the south exit lane or in the lanes behind cars parked in the center of the lot.
➢ If you need to park your vehicle and the lot is full, continue onto the street and park.
The public sidewalk along the front of the school property is wide and safe for walking. If you want to have
your student meet you in front of the school, they will need to walk to your car via the sidewalks. Under no
circumstances should a student be encouraged to cross the street to a waiting car. If you do park on the other
side of the street, have your student walk with other students to one of the intersections with a crossing guard,
cross the street with the patrol and walk on the sidewalk to your car. It is frustrating when you are in a hurry and
the traffic is not. Please allow enough time to drop off and pick up your child from school. Parking lot
protocol is designed to keep children safe - it’s a responsibility we all share.

Please do your part to support our Woodside student expectations:

• Stay Safe (Be Safe)
• Own Your Own Actions (Be Responsible)
• Always Be a Leader (Be a Leader)
• Respect Yourself and Others (Be Respectful)

www.everettsd.org
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Counselor Corner -- Mrs. Jensen
Greetings: The school year is flying by very quickly. It’s hard to believe that it’s already the end of
October! We have had several new families move to Woodside since the beginning of school, so I send a
hearty “Hello!” to all the new Toucans.
Counseling Core Curriculum: During my visits to the classrooms, Kindergarten students have been learning
about empathy and compassion; 1st and 2nd grade students learned about solving problems using Kelso’s
Choices and are starting Second Step social skills lessons; 3rd and 4th grade students reviewed Kelso’s Choices
and are starting Second Step lessons; and 5th grade students have been learning about how careers are grouped
into different paths, clusters, and pathways and then will also begin Second Step lessons. Many thanks to Dr.
Cobbs for purchasing a set of Second Step bullying prevention lessons to supplement the social skills lessons. I
will be teaching these in 4th and 5th grades this year.
Recommended Resources: The holiday season is rapidly approaching, and we have many families who find
themselves in a situation where they are unable to celebrate by providing a nice meal or small gifts for their
children. If you are one of those families, there are places that you can request assistance. The local Volunteers
of America agency is one such place. If you are in crisis, call 1-800-584-3578. If you are looking for
information, call 2-1-1 or 1-800-223-8145. You can also access information online by going to
https://www.voaww.org/ and clicking on “Get Help” on the menu. The Washington Information Network (also
called WIN211) is very helpful when trying to find information about a lot of different resources in our
state. WIN211 can be accessed by calling 2-1-1 or by visiting the website (https://win211.org/).

Caring Toucan Teamwork: If your family is fortunate to not be in need this holiday season, please consider
donating gift cards to our Holiday Snowman Giving Program where they will be distributed to those in
need. Look for more information in the coming month. In late January, we will also be holding a food drive
during the Great Kindness Challenge to stock the shelves of the food bank that provides food backpacks to
some of our students.

www.everettsd.org
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Shelf Talk October 2018
Greetings! Things are rolling right along in the Woodside Library. Summer reading prizes are due to be
distributed to students by the end of October.
All grades have had an introduction to the Children’s Choice Awards that are sponsored by the
Washington Library Association.
Picture Book Award: this category is for kindergarten and first grade. There are 20 picture books
nominated. Students will have all 20 of these books read to them by the middle of April. Each
kindergarten and first grade student will then have the opportunity to cast a vote for their favorite book
by mid-April. Votes are tallied up throughout the state and the 2019 Children’s Choice Picture book is
announced in May.
O.T.T.E.R. (Our Time to Enjoy Reading) Award: this is the category for second and third grade. Six
chapter books are nominated. Student read or listen to all six books and then may vote for their
favorite by mid-April. Votes are tallied, and the winner is announced in May.
The Sasquatch Award: this category is for fourth and fifth grade. There are 12 nominated books.
Students read or listen to all 12, vote for their favorite by mid-April and the winner is announced in May.
Students are ready to read! Participation is voluntary. Students may find themselves motivated to
participate by reading all the books or choosing to read one or two that they found interesting. Copies
will be available in the Woodside Library. They are also available at through the Sno-Isle Library system,
King County Library system, and at bookstores. A list of titles and authors will be going home with
students too.
Woodside Library needs volunteers! Volunteers help check in and shelve books in the mornings. If
anyone is interested and has completed the Everett Public Schools volunteer application for this year,
please contact Amy Ruotsala, teacher-librarian. 425.385.7808 aruotsala@everettsd.org The volunteer
application may be found at https://www.everettsd.org/volunteer.

www.everettsd.org
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Accepting Highly Capable nominations
until Dec. 1
Find forms and more information and evening information events on the
Highly Capable website. Referrals are for students currently in grades one through
four for winter testing, which will take place in January 2019.

Remember to vote Nov. 6
Remember to deliver your ballot to a ballot drop box near you or put it in the mail by
Nov. 6 – postage is not required for ballots.

Did you miss a call from us?
If missed a call from your school, please first check your voice mail or your email for the message rather than calling the school. Schools
are often inundated with phone calls from parents after they send an automated call and cannot answer all of the calls.

Slight calendar change
There is a slight change to the school year calendar. Friday, June 7 will be a 2.5 early release for all students to allow teachers time to
complete grading. Friday, June 14 will be a 75-minute early release for Learning Improvement Friday. The updated year-at-a-glance
and student art calendars are available online if you’d like to print them for your reference. The district website calendar is also a
convenient, up-to-date reference that integrates with the district mobile app. If you have the mobile app, you have the most current
district and school calendar dates.

School performance report
Our school’s performance report is available online on each school’s website. More information is available on the Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction website. Click on “State Report Card” and select Everett from the list of districts.

Test scores show … our students rock!
Did you know that our district has the highest English Learner graduation rate in Washington state? And our student assessment scores
last year outperformed the state’s average assessment scores in every subject! Students are working hard in their learning, and staff
are providing students with the targeted, coordinated supports they need to excel.

Is your family prepared?
Does your family have a plan in case of bad weather, school closure or delay? Who will pick up
your student, if needed? How will you communicate if phone lines are jammed? Do you have
needed emergency supplies in your car and at home?
Snohomish County Emergency Management has helpful online resources to help you create,
and practice emergency response plans with your family and neighborhood.

FAFSA season has begun!
www.everettsd.org

Page 9

Everett Public Schools

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is an office of the U.S. Department of Education. FAFSA coordinates with
postsecondary schools and financial institutions to help students and families pay for college. Watch for FAFSA completion events
happening around the district. Find more information at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Online safety tips






Keep the computer in a busy area of your home.
Use an app to keep an eye on your child’s online activity on their device.
Talking about cyberbullying; ask if someone they know has been a victim. Ask if they have been victimized.
Set up email and social media accounts with your children. Know their screen names and passwords and explain the reasons
for not including any personal information in profiles.
Know who is in the “buddy lists.” Get to know the cyberfriends as well as you do those who visit your home.

Parents and guardians may find the following resources helpful to begin
a conversation about the dangers of engaging in cyberbullying and how
to stay safe online:
 Stop Bullying Now
 Ms. Parry’s Guide to Correct Online Etiquette
 Common Sense Media
Find out what Everett Public Schools students learn about digital
citizenship on the district Learning Management Services website.

www.everettsd.org
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WOODSIDE STUDENTS FOR ACHIEVING
100% OF THEIR SUMMER READING CHALLENGE GOAL!

Cameron Friart
Luke Powell
Arudhra Deepak
Molly McCluskey
Travis Weymouth
Cordelia Smith
Harper Taylor
Colby Hammer
Cole Lofgren
Caleb Yochum
Aurora Hozan
Mara Trapp
Sadie Taylor
Kirsten Miles
Coby Upton
Sena Wooten
Liam McCollum
Finley Vanisko
Kara Weymouth
Miu Aoki
Akshat Arya
Nathan Eyob
Aurora Larsen
Dakota Butteris
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Bryant Reitzel
Piper Warner
Shree Voore
Pranav Atukuri
Mitchell Farrar
Ninima Phari
Liam Northall
Kaelyn Trapp
Kayla Kim
Owen Woodard
Eileen Kim
Tyson Upton
Irene Kang
Lily Conger
Grace Robinson
Shane Marzano
Keira Buening
Alexander Marletto
Ethan Miles
Kirah Moynihan
Shaan Buttar
Dulguun Goosh
David Johnson
Kaitlyn Brown

Page 11

