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Remembering the 1967 Detroit Riots
Sunday, July 23rd was the 50th anniversary of the Detroit riots that went on for 5 days and left 43
people dead and 1,100 injured. In addition, approximately 1,700 stores were looted, 1,400 buildings
burned and more than 7,200 people were arrested. The Detroit riots in late July of 1967 were among
the bloodiest and costliest civil disturbances in U.S. history.
I was still a child when these events were occurring, but I remember my parents and relatives talking
about it. When I asked more about what was happening I was simply told that those bad colored
people in the city were doing bad things but that we were safe in our home. I didn’t understand why
those green, orange, purple and blue people would do such things, but I felt safe in my house with my parents.
The news media covered the riots and those images and words left lasting impressions in our minds. Does that information from 50 years ago still inform how you think about and understand that civil unrest today? Or have you continued to read, talk, listen and reflect more on those situations to gain new perspectives?
I know that my coursework in college, graduate school, and seminary as well as my personal reading and conversations
with others have definitely influenced and changed my understanding of those particular riots and the racial unrest
that has continued in our country. In the last two decades after white police officers and other civilians have killed
numerous unarmed black men, there have been similar riots in various cities. How do you understand these situations
and do you see any connection between them and the Detroit riots?
After the 1967 violence had ended Detroit Mayor Jerome Cavanagh and Michigan Governor George Romney stated
in separate interviews that the factors underlying the riot went much deeper than just some bystanders being angry
with police who raided an unlicensed drinking establishment and arrested all the patrons. Both civic leaders stated
that racism was a factor and that the race revolution would continue if steps were not taken to change these issues and
include more people into our society while eliminating the welfare state. United States Representative, John Conyers,
Jr. a Michigan Democrat at the time, said that when you take 250 years of slavery and add ongoing segregation, inequality and oppression that resentment will surely build and come out in violent ways.
Something else to ponder is the single word that we use to describe this event. We say “riot” which according to Webster’s
Dictionary means a violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd.
Riot describes the violence but sells short the built-up anger and
long-simmering resentment over police brutality, racial discrimination and social injustice that blacks had endured for years.
Continued on page 2

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
Aug 6
Aug 13
Aug 20
Aug 27

–
-

9:30 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Morning Prayer
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Remembering the 1967 Detroit Riots

Continued from page 1

There has been ongoing discussion by politicians, scholars, news organizations, religious leaders and others during the
past decades calling to replace the word “riot” with “rebellion” which means: opposition to one in authority or dominance,
or open, armed defiance or resistance to an established government. By changing this one little word, it is argued that
we would shift our individual and corporate understanding of this entire situation that shocked Detroit and several other
cities.
So why is all of this important? As Christians, we are called to help tear down obstacles that divide us as humans and to
build up the body of Christ throughout the world. By changing the way we think and talk about people and events we
will at least acknowledge that different perspectives exist which will hopefully open up avenues for honest conversation
to occur. It is in these discussions that new understanding and relationships are built.
We at Nativity have already begun the process of creating space to talk about difficult things. In February some of our
BC members attended a diocesan training on diversity and inclusion and in June we had a presentation by Margaret
Sands-Goldstein about Inclusion, Diversity and Segregation.
The conversation that day opened our hearts and minds to see these important issues from a different perspective. It
takes time, energy, education and desire to love our neighbors as ourselves, yet this is the commandment from Jesus
that we follow. This is a faith journey that we are all on.
So I would like to invite all of us to do some investigation into the rebellion that occurred fifty years ago in the Motor
City. One easy way to do that is to watch the movie DETROIT that will be in theaters on August 4th. You may not like
what you see and you may not agree with it and at the same time, I hope it opens up a window for us to see and hear
things from a different point of view and motivates us to deepen our walk with God.
Blessings,
The Rev. Steve Domienik

Mark your calendars for September 17th when we
will have an outdoor service at 9:30 am followed
by our annual picnic! Both events are at Nativity,
we will move inside if it is raining.
We will provide meat to grill, buns, condiments,
water and coffee and we are asking for others to
bring a side dish or dessert.

The Incarnation - August 2017

Page 3

'Detroit' Review
Kathryn Bigelow's Recreation of Riots, Racism Is Cry of Rage
Oscar-winning filmmaker turns the Motor City's 1967 riot into devastating case study of police brutality, injustice and need for healing
By Peter Travers
I'm not sure rave reviews or buzzing awards talk are enough to express the amplitude of what
director Kathryn Bigelow and screenwriter Mark Boal achieve in Detroit, a film about race
riots from half a century ago. It's a hardcore masterpiece that digs into our violent past to hold
up a dark mirror to the systemic racism that still rages in the here and now. Tragically, this incendiary topic could not be more timely or in need of clarifying debate. The movie begins with
panels from the Great Migration, tempera paintings by Jacob Lawrence that show the postWorld War I movement of African Americans from the rural South to the urban North in search
of the promised land. They found something quite different – and equally soul-destroying.
Bigelow picks up her part of the story in the summer of 1967, with the streets of the Motor
City teeming with tension fueled by bigotry, unemployment and horrendous inequities in education and housing. On July 23rd, police raided an unlicensed bar in a black neighborhood,
herding customers like cattle and prodding them to react. In retaliation, windows are smashed, stores are looted, homemade bombs are detonated and the area is turned into a blazing war zone, with the arrival of National Guard tanks
completing the picture. Commonly known as the 12th Street Riot, the event is recreated by the director and the restless,
prowling camera of cinematographer Barry Ackroyd, all with the urgency of a docudrama. The Detroit PD and the
Michigan State Police are assigned to bring order out of the chaos they helped create. Suddenly, 50 years are erased
and the past is present as names like Michael Brown, Tamir Rice and Philando Castile echo in our heads, along with
the still-crying need to shout "Black Lives Matter".
To read the entire review go to:
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies/reviews/peter-travers-detroit-will-leave-you-moved-scarred-w493733

August 1 - Mary Creager
August 2 - Diane Wittlinger
August 8 - Bill Stockard
August 24 - Russ Hiatt
Fr. Steve is happy to report that he and
Brenda Wood are officially engaged to
be married! Date, time and place are
still to be determined. Please keep both
of them in your prayers!

August 26 - Reavis Graham
& Mary Lou Johnstone
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Our Outreach ministry for August is to provide needed items to Common Ground, a residential program in Pontiac
that specializes in mental health and substance abuse treatment. Below you will find a list of things that you may
bring in during the month of August.
There is a plastic bin in the Narthex by the coat racks that you may place items in. If you do not want to go out
shopping for these products, you may certainly donate money and we will go out and shop for you! Checks should
be made out to Nativity with the words Common Ground in the memo line.
Margaret Sands-Goldstein is the coordinator for this activity. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
her.
Needed Items:
Lip balm
Socks for men and women
Inexpensive reading glasses
Composition notebooks (available at most dollar stores)
Lightly used suitcases, duffle bags, backpacks, re-usable shopping bags

NOM 5th ANNIVERSARY CHARITY GALA
Our friends at New Outlook Ministries have invited us to attend their annual gala on Friday, August 18th at 7:00 pm.
The affair takes place at Glen Oaks Country Club, 30500 W.
13 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48334. Hors D’oeuvres
at 7 pm and dinner at 7:45 pm.
Tickets are $85 per person and are available at
www.nom5gala.eventbrite.com
All proceeds go to support the work of
COVENANT HOUSE OF MICHIGAN
Hope to see you there!

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager

AUGUST CALENDAR EVENTS
Aug 6 - BC Meeting
Aug 18 - New Outlook Ministries Charity Gala 7:00 pm
Aug 20 – Sacred Spaces Meeting

BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

