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We will have two speakers at our October Meeting.
Jeff Rodgers is Provost and Chief Operating Officer
of the South Florida Museum in Bradenton, Florida.
He has been with the museum for thirteen years, and
served as the museum’s Director of Education and
Director of the Bishop Planetarium prior to taking his
current position. He came to Florida from the American Museum of Natural History and Hayden Planetarium in New York City, where he worked for nine years
as an educator and lecturer. Despite his current administrative roles, he is at heart a science communicator, spending the bulk of his time trying to demystify the universe and our place in it.
Jeff Orenstein will also be
speaking at our meeting on the
12th of October concerning a
PAC he has started to help
candidates finance their campaigns. His PAC is named
“Stand Up 4 Democracy”.

October Guest Speaker
Jeff Rodgers

DWC LUNCHEON
October 10th 2017, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by
October 5th, 2017
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or her email is
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, soup,
bread and cookie
Cost is $20.00
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OCTOBER PRESIDENT’S NEWSLETTER
“Hurricane season brings a humbling reminder that, despite our technologies, most of nature remains unpredictable.” Diane Ackerman
Well, we had to cancel our yearly Democratic Women’s Convention for fear of a hurricane and the loss of
over $12,000. In our case , cancelling the convention was the correct decision.
I will now be selling red, white, and blue door wreaths for $10 to help me with my out of pocket costs. I will
also be selling battery operated candles for $5.00. I will bring them to our meeting on October 10th
Please remember we have a market place where you may purchase items that will benefit the club. We will
be placing prices on items for easier accountability.
By the time we meet, we will have had our tea at the Harrington House. Sixteen of us will have enjoyed a
wonderful lunch of tea sandwiches, scones, and desserts. We can even take a walk on the beach after our
bellies are full.
Politically what can I say, health insurance, DACA, Voter registration, etc. I will continue to email you information concerning all of these issues which may mean you must make a phone call immediately. Phone
calls are the best way of reaching out to our politicians. You all have our newsletter and palm cards with
the phone numbers of our local and national officers.
Ricki Mazzullo will be starting up a facebook page for our DWC of Manatee County. This will afford our
members the most up to date happenings in Manatee. Thank you, Ricki!
I would like to have a fundraising committee gather after our next meeting for some sort of money raisers
for our scholarships and Democratic Convention next year. Please step up to the plate to help your club in
this endeavor.
Let us have a good productive year to fight the injustices of those in our country. Patty

The Jimmy Kimmel Test,’ Revisited
By GIOVANNI RUSSONELLO

Four months ago, Senator Bill Cassidy went on “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” and expressed his commitment to a
health care bill that would cover all infants, regardless of their ability to pay. Mr. Cassidy called this “the
Jimmy Kimmel test.”
Now he is leading the effort to pass a bill that does not seem to meet this standard. Mr. Kimmel spent a full
seven minutes excoriating Mr. Cassidy, of Louisiana, accusing him of going back on his word.
Mr. Kimmel ended by asking Mr. Cassidy to stop referring to the Jimmy Kimmel test, unless he addressed
certain key points that Mr. Cassidy had emphasized in his own public statements: coverage for all, no discrimination against patients based on pre-existing conditions, lower premiums and a ban on lifetime coverage caps..
“We want quality, affordable health care. Dozens of other countries figured it out. So instead of jamming
this horrible bill down our throats, go pitch in and be a part of that. I’m sure they could use a guy with your
medical background. And if not, stop using my name, O.K.? Because I don’t want my name on it. There’s a
new Jimmy Kimmel test for you. It’s called the lie detector test. You’re welcome to stop by the studio and
take it anytime.” — JIMMY KIMMEL

Click Here To Watch The Jimmy Kimmel Video
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Since our last meeting was a fun day breakfast at the
beach, there are no minutes to report in this issue.

Democratic group files records request for info
about Florida online voter registration
By: Kirby Wilson, The Buzz
WASHINGTON, D.C. – As the deadline approaches for Florida’s
online voter registration system, Access Democracy, a new nonprofit
organization working to fix local election administration problems to
ensure all eligible Americans can vote, is requesting information on
the status of the system’s implementation from the Florida Department of State.
“Florida’s online voter registration system has the potential to increase voter participation, make voter rolls
more accurate, and save money for taxpayers,” said Hannah Fried, co-founder of Access Democracy. “With
the implementation deadline just over a week away, we are concerned that Governor Scott and his administration may not be implementing the new system faithfully. To date, there has been too little public information regarding implementation, test results, or marketing. We hope that the public records we are requesting will show that Florida’s Division of Elections is well-positioned to successfully roll out a secure and
functional system next month.”
As of this month, 35 states and the District of Columbia have implemented online voting registration systems. Florida passed SB 228 in April 2015, requiring the Division of Elections of the Department of State to
develop an online voter registration system by October 1 of this year. Florida Secretary of State Ken
Detzner and Governor Rick Scott spoke out against the bill, although the Governor ultimately signed the bill
into law.
Experts report that online voter registration systems increase the security and accuracy of voter registration, despite claims made by Florida Governor Rick Scott.
“Governor Scott and opponents of Florida’s online voter registration system use baseless fear tactics to intimidate voters, claiming that online voter registration systems increase vulnerability to cyber attacks or
fraudulent votes,” said Fried. “Elections experts have said plainly, however, that online voter registration
systems are easy to use, safe, and they save taxpayer dollars – something Governor Scott should surely
be in support of.”
New voters in Florida are currently required to print, sign, and mail a voter registration form to election officials. With the online voter registration system, Floridians who want to register to vote or update their voter
registration information can simply fill out a form online, which is submitted electronically to election officials
for verification.
The public records request was filed under Florida’s Sunshine Laws. The request asks the Department of
State to disclose details on the progress of the online voter registration program, including details about the
testing phase; the safeguards used to ensure protection of voter data and privacy; plans to make the website accessible to voters with disabilities; the ability of the system to sustain anticipated site traffic; and how
the participating agencies will inform potential voters about the new system, including plans to provide voter
education materials in Spanish and Haitian Creole.
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This report tells us why Trump is so
afraid of Robert Mueller’s investigation
By: Andrew Prokop, Vox News
It’s been clear for months that special counsel Robert Mueller’s
Russia investigation is also examining whether President Trump
attempted to obstruct justice while he was in office.
But of late, more and more specifics have emerged about just which of Trump’s actions Mueller
is zeroing in on. And a new report from Michael Schmidt of the New York Timesclaims that
Mueller’s team recently asked the White House for more information on 13 different topics.
Schmidt only mentions three of those 13, but those three are revealing — and indicate that
Mueller’s interest in the obstruction angle is very serious indeed.
1) President Trump’s decision to fire National Security Adviser Michael Flynn back in
February: Trump fired Flynn a mere three weeks after he was sworn in as president, apparently because of a pair of damaging leaked stories. One story suggested Flynn had misled Vice
President Mike Pence about conversations he’d had with the Russian ambassador during the
transition, and the second revealed that the White House had been warned that Flynn was vulnerable to Russian blackmail for this — and had taken no action.
Flynn appears to be an important figure in the collusion investigation — he’s been paid speaking fees by Russian entities and has contacts in the country. Recent reports also suggest he
may have been involved in a GOP operative’s effort to obtain Hillary Clinton’s deleted emails
from Russian hackers.
Flynn’s fate is also key to the question of whether President Trump tried to obstruct justice. Before his firing, Flynn was already the subject of an FBI investigation into whether he’d made
false statements about his contacts with the Russian ambassador. Then the day after he was
fired, President Trump pulled then-FBI Director James Comey aside to talk. Per Comey’s later
testimony, Trump asked him to “let” the Flynn investigation “go.”
So it makes perfect sense that Mueller wants to know as much he can about precisely why
Flynn was fired, and what discussions of the matter might have taken place among White
House officials beforehand.
2) President Trump’s Oval Office meeting with Russian officials in May: The day after
Trump fired Comey as FBI director, he met with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak in the Oval Office.
According to a US document summarizing the meeting — an account of which was later leaked
to the New York Times’s Matt Apuzzo, Maggie Haberman, and Matthew Rosenberg — Trump
told the Russians, “I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job.” He also reportedly said: “I faced great pressure because of Russia. That’s taken off.”
So with both the Russia angle and the Comey/obstruction angle, it’s easy to understand why
Mueller is very interested in learning everything he can about this meeting.
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3) Internal deliberations over the White House’s response to news reports about Donald
Trump Jr.’s meeting with a Russian lawyer in Trump Tower back in June 2016:Back in
the summer, reporters first got wind of this curious meeting Trump Jr. had set up, and asked
him about it.
In response, Trump Jr. released a statement claiming that the meeting was “primarily” about “a
program about the adoption of Russian children.” But this was highly misleading, since further
leaks revealed that he had set up the meeting with the hopes of getting dirt on Hillary Clinton.
Later, it was reported that this misleading statement by the president’s son was crafted by the
president himself. So Mueller’s team seems to want to know if Trump himself was trying to
cover anything up in micromanaging his son’s disclosures about the meeting.

All this signals that the obstruction of justice aspect of Mueller’s investigation is quite serious
There’s been a lot of news about the Mueller investigation’s apparent focus on former Trump
advisers Paul Manafort and Michael Flynn of late. But Schmidt’s report reminds us that the actions of the president of the United States are at the center of all this too.
Specifically, Mueller appears to be closely going through White House documents about most
of the key events related to potential collusion and potential obstruction of justice, with a close
focus on just what President Trump’s role was.
His team has also been interviewing administration officials — including Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein — apparently to quiz them about obstruction-related matters.
We of course don’t know what Mueller is finding, but the sheer scope of the probe augurs
nothing good for the Trump administration.

October Highlights in U.S. Women’s History
• October 3, 1904 – Mary McLeod Bethune opens her first school for African-American students in
Daytona Beach, Florida
• October 4, 1976 – Barbara Walters becomes the first woman co-anchor of the evening news (at ABC)
• October 4, 1993 – Ruth Bader Ginsburg joins the U.S. Supreme Court as its second woman Justice
• October 8, 1993 – Toni Morrison becomes the first African American woman to win the Nobel Prize for
Literature
• October 10, 1983 – Dr. Barbara McClintock receives the Nobel Prize for Medicine for her discovery in
genetics about mobile genetic elements
• October 11, 1984 – Dr. Kathryn D. Sullivan is the first U.S. woman astronaut to “walk” in space during
Challenger flight
• October 15, 1948 – Dr. Frances L. Willoughby is the first woman doctor in the regular U.S. Navy
• October 16, 1916 – Margaret Sanger opens the U.S.’s first birth control clinic in Brooklyn, New York
• October 23, 1910 – Blanche Stuart Scott is the first American woman pilot to make a public flight
• October 24, 1956 – Reverend Margaret Towner is the first woman ordained a minister in the
Presbyterian Church
October 28, 1958 – Mary Roebling is the first woman director of a stock exchange (American Stock
Exchange)
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Tom Price Reportedly Spent $60,000
on Private Jets Last Week
By Osita Nwanevu , Slate

Late on Tuesday, Politico reported that Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price flew on private jets five times last
week, at an expense of “tens of thousands of dollars” more than
the commercial flights that had been standard for his predecessors. From Politico:
The secretary’s five flights, which were scheduled between Sept. 13 and Sept. 15, took him to a resort in
Maine where he participated in a Q&A discussion with a health care industry CEO, and to community
health centers in New Hampshire and Pennsylvania, according to internal HHS documents.
HHS spokespeople declined to confirm details of the flights, or respond to questions about who paid for
them, with a spokesperson only saying that Price sometimes charters planes when commercial flights
aren’t feasible. All three organizations that hosted Price last week — the Massachusetts-based health IT
firm Athena health, Goodwin Community Health Center in New Hampshire and the Mirmont Treatment
Center in Pennsylvania — told POLITICO they did not pay for his flights or other travel costs.
According to Politico, staffers say Price has been using private jets for months. Charter operators told Politico’s Dan Diamond and Rachana Pradhan that Price’s private flights last week would have cost at least
$60,000. For at least one leg of travel, a short jaunt from Washington to Philadelphia and back on Friday,
Diamond and Pradhan write that there were ample commercial alternatives. A round-trip United flight
would have cost between $447 and $725 per person. A cheap ticket on an Amtrak train would have cost
$72. A road trip would have cost around $46 in gas and tolls per SUV. Price’s round trip to Philly—just
over an hour of flight time—cost $25,000.

Report: Paul Manafort Planned on Providing Russian
Billionaire With Campaign Updates
The Washington Post reported Wednesday evening that former Trump campaign
manager Paul Manafort offered to provide updates on the 2016 campaign to Russian billionaire Oleg Deripaska. The offer was reportedly made through an intermediary between email. From the Post:
The emails are among tens of thousands of documents that have been turned
over to congressional investigators and Special Counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s team as they probe whether Trump
associates coordinated with Russia as part of Moscow’s efforts to interfere in the 2016 U.S. election.
There is no evidence in the documents showing that Deripaska received Manafort’s offer or that any briefings took
place. And a spokeswoman for Deripaska dismissed the email exchanges as scheming by “consultants in the notorious ‘beltway bandit’ industry.”
The AP reported in March that Manafort crafted a plan to influence American politics in the interests of Vladimir
Putin for Deripaska in 2005. The FBI raided Manafort's home in late July, a day after his meeting with Senate Intelligence Committee staffers, as part of its ongoing investigation of his activities. According to the Post's reporting, people close to Manafort believe that Mueller hopes to pressure him into providing information about others in
Trump’s circle.
One particularly juicy tidbit from the Post report is that the emails contained potentially coded language possibly discussing money either paid to Manfort or owed to him.
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The notes appear to be written in deliberately vague terms, with Manafort and his employee, Konstantin Kilimnik,
never explicitly mentioning Deripaska by name.
Investigators believe that key passages refer to Deripaska. The billionaire is referenced in some places by his initials, “OVD,” and one email invokes an expensive Russian delicacy in what investigators believe is a veiled reference
to Manafort’s past work with Deripaska.
In one April exchange days after Trump named Manafort as a campaign strategist, Manafort referred to his positive
press and growing reputation and asked, “How do we use to get whole?”
Kilimnik wrote in the July 29 email that he had met that day with the person “who gave you the biggest black caviar
jar several years ago,” according to the people familiar with the exchange Kilimnik said it would take some time to
discuss the “long caviar story,” and the two agreed to meet in New York.
Investigators believe that the reference to the pricey Russian luxury item may have been a reference to Manafort’s
past lucrative relationship with Deripaska, according to people familiar with the probe.
"The biggest black caviar jar"... Delicious!

By Osita Nwanevu , Slate

The Democratic Office is in need of help during the hours of 10-2 to
man (women) the office. Please call the office at 941-301-4336 and
leave a message if you are willing to help. The address is 435 Cortez
Road, the Orange Blossom Plaza.

The Democratic Party is also looking for people to take over a precinct.
What is a precinct? It is your election district, you can reach out to the
Democrats who live in that area, and (hold a coffee and cake event) let
them know you are their local leader. Try to get them help go door to
door to canvass and reach out for their help. Call Randi Sathan at the
office or her cell at 732-690-7655.
I was the precinct chair where I lived in El Conquistador for years. I had
a few other neighbors help me do door to door canvassing. I became the person they would call to find out whatever
was happening politically in the area. Mary Duda, Mary Bass, Carol Graves, and others who have passed on to a
better place were very organized with their precincts.
Please consider helping your party.
HURRICANE IRMA
We will forever hate the name “Irma”. The convention committee worked endlessly for over six months to have a
wonderful convention and then it was just blown away!
The Democratic Women’s club of Florida is having a one day conference on Saturday, November 4 at the Frontline
Outreach Center, 3000 C.R. Smith St.
Registration begins at 7:15. We will try to carpool and leave Bradenton at 5:45. (We usually meet out at McDonalds
on 64th Ave. by the Interstate.)

The business meeting starts at 8:15 and ends at 4:30. The cost for food and rental of the hall is $25.
The convention committee is working on having our food money returned, “but” the Hyatt is giving us real problems.
We have a lawyer (DWC member) working on all aspects of the Hyatt and finances.
Please bear with all of us.
Email me if you wish to attend the one day mini convention. We will be electing officers for the New Year, changing
bylaws, giving awards, and having workshops. I will share information as I receive it.
Thanks for your patience. Patty
7

The Trump Administration’s “Unprecedented”
New Attack on Voting Rights
By Mark Joseph Stern , Slate

Over the last eight months, the Trump administration has
launched an assault on voting rights designed to limit access to
the ballot. Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ Justice Department
has defended voter ID laws and state efforts to purge voters from
the rolls, and the president’s voter fraud commission has peddled
falsehoods to lay the groundwork for a rollback of voting rights laws. This month, the administration has
urged a court to strip voting rights from an entire class of people.
This latest gambit involves the rights of United States citizens who relocate from a state to a U.S. territory.
Under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA), states must allow citizens to
vote by absentee ballot in federal elections when they relocate anywhere outside the U.S. The law is
meant to be global, even cosmic: Citizens retain their right to vote absentee for federal offices if they move
to a foreign country, a research station in Antarctica, or the International Space Station. But bizarrely, the
statute does not require states to let citizens vote absentee if they move to four U.S. territories: Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, or American Samoa. It does compel states to let citizens vote absentee
if they move to a fifth permanently inhabited territory, the Northern Mariana Islands.
In 2015, Illinois residents who relocated to several of these disfavored territories filed a lawsuit challenging
this limitation as an equal protection violation. They argued that the UOCAVA arbitrarily limits their right to
vote in federal elections. (U.S. territories do not receive full representation in Congress and may not vote
for president.) By protecting the absentee voting rights of residents of the Northern Mariana Islands but not
those who live in other U.S. territories, the plaintiffs argued, the UOCAVA irrationally discriminates against
certain territorial residents in violation of the Fifth Amendment. The only solution is to extend absentee voting rights to residents of every U.S. territory.

Welcome back to our regularly scheduled meetings, and we hope all had a wonderful summer break. Now that we are back in the swing of things, please remember
our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House. Daily
Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats
and vegetables, cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling
Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, clothing to name just a few. And The
Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations.
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE CLUB OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Pat Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

racheloung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com

9

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

