Understanding the Lord’s Prayer
Session 4: “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

TEXTS
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. "The time has
come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"
- Mark 1: 14-15
Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The
kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, `Here it is,' or `There
it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."
- Luke 17: 20-21
“The prayer ‘Thy Kingdom come,’ if only we knew, is asking God to conduct a major operation.”
- George Buttrick, So We Believe So We Pray
“The purest act of love for Christ, is to receive the ‘good news’ that the kingdom of God is within us and
to then let that kingdom be seen by the world.”
- TKS
“The prayers for “Thy kingdom come” and for “Thy will be done” are really just one prayer expressed
twice. You cannot have the kingdom without God’s Will being accomplished, not the can you seek the
Will of God without the end result that the Kingdom is being established.”
- TKS
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and
making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that
goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve
the purpose for which I sent it.
- Isaiah 55: 10-11
In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures... Day and night they never stop saying:
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." Whenever the living
creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the
twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and
ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their
being."
- Revelation 4: 6, 8b-11
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " `Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments."
- Matthew 22: 36-40
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed you, O man,
what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.
- Micah 6: 7-8
“Love God and do what pleases you.”

- St. Augustine (paraphrased)

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On reaching the place,
he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into temptation." He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond
them, knelt down and prayed, "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but
yours be done." An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish,
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. - Luke 22: 39-44

