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The Steadfast Family Man:
Anguttara Nikaya 5:40 and 3:48 A - s
yath@ pi pabbato selo Just as @ mountain, micide O soTieje: . g
araffiasmim brah@vane In the wild forest wilderness, 1 oo
tam rukkham upanissaya Beneath whose shelter safely grows T
vaddhanti te vanaspati A mighty grove of forest rees, -
P .
el tath’ eva silasampannam So olgp here’s a family head, ‘!".?}
v saddham kulapatim |dho J,fglih_fak esiubllshed virtue, M e LT
~upanissaya vaddhonh V~.y . Beneah%se shelter safely gro’ - -.“‘J
w’:. 3 .. Wife and children and relatives, .~ b
e amacca Adtisanghde '.7 """" Compomons and a host of kin,
e ‘ass B And all I'hose who share life with him.

bve of trees is sheltered

th, ¢ nurture and guidancez .
of the dha s wisdom, while vi ‘."- s both a foundation upon which a life of practice can e
e ‘be built and a shield against the potentially dire consequences of immoral activities. As the

Buddha has often suggested, one’s true safely only comes from a network of relationships that

have been carefully and respectfully cultivated. And as he has further said and demonstrated, a
g life of virtue can serve a much larger good than merely one’s own when it is shared with one’s
o companions on the path. --A. Olendzki




