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OUR WORSHIP TODAY, February 18 th, 2018
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME
Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, as we remember the sacrifice Jesus paid for us on the cross, help us to realize what this cost
our Lord. We realize the difficulties that we face, and the poor job we have done with our response Your
Word. For that, dear Lord, we make our confession to you this day.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the things we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
ABSOLUTION
Pastor :
As a result of the love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, I, as a called and
ordained servant of The Word, and by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive you all your sins in the
name of the, Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN: 79 Hail to the Lord's Anointed
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison):
Lord, we beg you for your guidance and for the gift of discernment to follow your will in our daily lives.
Lord, help us to remain worthy of the ransom paid for us on the cross. In His name we pray. Amen
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 22:1-18 (ESV)
The Sacrifice of Isaac
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I
am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him.
On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said
to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and
come again to you.”
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in
his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together.
And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He
said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said,
“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them
together.
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.
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But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know
that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering
instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said
to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”
PSALM - Psalm 25:1-10 (ESV) (Recited responsively whole verse by whole verse, congregation in BOLD)
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and
his testimonies.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and forever
shall be, world without end. Amen
THE EPISTLE LESSON: James 1:12-18 (ESV)
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and
he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures.
THE HOLY GOSPEL: (ESV)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st Chapter.
Glory to you Oh Lord.
The Baptism of Jesus
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.”
The Temptation of Jesus
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The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being
tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.
Jesus Begins His Ministry
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you Oh Christ.
SERMON

“'Life is Tough - Then We Die; Is This Really The Case?'” Pastor Steve Dygert'

SERMON HYMN: 476 Teach Me Your Way
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:

The Nicene Creed ©

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; [God of God],
Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made. “Who, for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
"And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]; who with
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen."
THE OFFERING: 39 Jesus Shall Reign; vs 4,5 Pastor Steve
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here below, Praise him above, Ye
heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:
PRAYERS OF PRAISE, Let us Pray: (Prayer Response) Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer.
THE LORD’S PRAYER; WORDS OF INSTITUTION; PREPARATION OF THE TABLE; THE DISTRIBUTION;
THE COMMUNION DISMISSAL BLESSING
SENDING HYMN: 478 Jesus Calls Us; vs 1,4,5
Aaronic Blessing
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL
P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God
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Thank you for joining us as we worshipour Risen Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ! We are happy you are here! As a kindness to one another, please place your cell phones on mute for the time we are
together in worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here!
WE WELCOME ALL OF OUR VISITORS!: Welcome to our family today! We are so happy you chose to visit us today. If you
are looking for a church home, feel free to call Pastor Steve and let us introduce ourselves to you. God Bless you and welcome
to His church!
LENTEN SERVICES: Our Lenten Services are at 11:15 on Wednesdays during Lent following our Bible Study of the Book of
James. Please join us as we climb the Mountains of Lent with Jesus.
SANDWICH MINISTRY: Our next time to share our sandwiches with the homeless will be in May. More information to follow.
MAUNDY THURSDAY: Please join us for our Soup and Sandwich Celebration before our service March 29th at 5 pm.
IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer request this morning. It is our joy and our
privilege to share in these petitions to Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor when you
have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the offering is collected.
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