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   The REACTer (ISSN 1055-9167) 
is the official publication of 
REACT International, Inc., a 

non-profit public service 
corporation.

©2021 REACT International, Inc.
All Rights Reserved, print or 

electronic. 

Will I t Be YOU?
Editor

DEADLINE: 15th of the Month 
prior to publication(i.e: July 15th 

for August issue, etc)

REACT International, Inc.
Post Office Box 21064,

Glendale, CA 91221-5164
1-866-732-2899 (US Only)

1-301-316-2900 (International)

Your article and photo 
submissions are vital to our 

success! Articles, high resolution 
photos and inquiries about 

advertising in The REACTer can 
be emailed to: 

editor@theREACTer.com

The REACTer magazine is 
available and open to all interested 
persons at: www.thereacter.com

REACT Teams and Councils may 
reproduce articles and information 

from The REACTer with 
appropriate sourcing and credit.

 Opinions expressed in The 
REACTer are those of the authors 

and, unless specified, do not 
necessarily ref lect those of REACT 

International, Inc.

 Unless otherwise specified, 
photos are from the REACT Team 

featured in the accompanying 
article or from REACT 

International

A Word About the
Editor 's Posit ion

REACT International is still looking for  a new Editor  for  The REACTer !
This position offers a nominal salary, which will be determined at the time of hire. 
The successful candidate will have excellent wr iting skills, the ability to collect 
information and news, par ticular ly Team News, for  the magazine, and be able to work 
either  with Adobe InDesign or  Pagemaker  or  LucidPress, which is the current program 
being used. Past Editor  Will Stanley has informed us he will make the program available 
if desired.
The REACTer  is the pr imary communications tool between the members and REACT 
International and so plays a very impor tant par t in the organization. The new Editor  
will have complete control on what the magazine looks like, while working with REACT 
President John Capodanno on content.
Do YOU have what it takes? We KNOW there has to be someone out there who is 
qualified! Step up and let's hear  from you. Make a difference!
Contact REACT International at 301-316-2900 or  email at RI .HQ@REACTIntl.org.
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COMING
SOON!!

COMING
SOON!!

DETAILS in 
the MAY 

REACTer !!
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REACT International, Inc.,
Officers

REACT International, Inc.,
Officers

BOARD of DIRECTORS

REGION 5
Currently
Vacant

REGION 1
John Mahon
Massachusetts

J.Mahon@REACTIntl.org

REGION 2
David Perry
Maryland

D.Perry@REACTIntl.org

REGION 4
Currently
Vacant

REGION 6
Tom Jenkins,

Idaho
T.Jenkins@REACTIntl.org

REGION 7
Currently
Vacant

REGION 8
John Capodanno,

California
J.Capodanno@REACTIntl.org

REGION 9
Robby Goswami

All Areas Outside US
 R.Goswami@REACTIntl.org

John Capodanno
President
California

Tom Jenkins
Executive VP

Idaho

VACANT
Secretary

 

Russ Dunn
Treasurer

Idaho

REGION 3
Joseph Zych,

Tennessee
J.Zych@REACTIntl.org
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Saturday Zello Net @ 9 p.m. AST (9 p.m. EST 
during Daylight Savings Time, otherwise 8 p.m. 

EST) on REACT MEMBERS CHANNEL 

Download the Zello Walkie-Talkie app for  your  platform.
Create an account with a username (i.e: a call sign) and
password, then add the REACT MEMBERS channel.

Press the Push-to-Talk button to transmit.

VOLUNTEER TO BE A
NET OPERATOR!

REACT INTERNATIONAL
WORLDWIDE
ZELLO NET

Please join us every Saturday night at 9 pm EST
(8 pm during Daylight Savings Time) on the 

REACT MEMBERS
Zello Channel

All Communicators Are Welcome!
NO LICENSE REQUIRED

use your Internet connected computer or smart phone.
The Zello app is available for download from http://www.zello.com

®
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Contact NETS@REACTIntl.org
for  information on how to

get on the net.

®

®

®
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REACT® International Inc. 
Board of Directors Special Meeting 

September  27, 2020
  

The meeting was called to order at 6:11 PM, PST via Zoom teleconference. 

Roll call was taken by Chairman Capodanno, Minutes Taken via Recording Secretary John Mahon. 

- Pledge of allegiance ? f lag salute 

ROLL CALL  ? Secretary (4 Directors for quorum) 

- Directors 

Present Absent 

Region 1 John Mahon (dep. 4:00pm) Region 4 Vacant 

Region 2 David Perry (arr. 6:20pm) Region 6 Tom Jenkins 

Region 3 Joe Zych Region 7 Vacant  

Region 5 Jeremy Barrett  

Region 8 John Capodanno  

Region 9 Robby Goswami  

- Officers 

Present Absent 

President John Capodanno EVP Tom Jenkins  

Secretary John Mahon Treasurer Russ Dunn  

Asst. Secretary Vacant  

Asst. Treasurer Matt Misetich  

- GUESTS  

Guests Present: Rick Gamboa 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Moved by Region 1, John Mahon second by Region 3, Joe Zych to approve the agenda.  

R1-Y R3-Y R5-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Office has been closed due to COVID-19 Pandemic since March 17, 2020 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR.  

Moved by Region 1, John Mahon second by Region 5, Jeremy Barrett to approve the 06/30/2020 special Board 
of Directors meeting minutes.  

R1-Y R3-Y R5-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 

NEW BUSINESS  

Moved by Region 5, Jeremy Barrett second by Region 3, Joe Zych to increase the insurance rate from $7.00 to 
$10.00 for Liability from 1M/2M to 2M/4M.  

R2-Y R3-Y R5-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 

Moved by Region 8, John Capodanno second by Region 5 Jeremy Barrett to adjourn 
R2-Y R3-Y R5-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 

ADJOURNMENT at 6:30PM 

Next Meeting ? Monday March 01, 2021 7AM PST 
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S ilent M ics
The REACTer, with a heavy heart, inform the REACT Family

of the passing of this member

Barbara Chalfant Zych
1951 ?  2021

Barbara was born in Melbourne, Florida, moved to Vero Beach, Florida. She lived and worked 
there in the citrus industry and other jobs throughout the early part of her life. Barbara married 
Joseph Zych Region 3 Director for REACT International in 2005 and they relocated to the 
Tennessee mountains, which she loved so much.
Barbara went back to school in 2012 and at 70 years old she was four months from getting her 
Masters Degree in Business. Barbara was inducted into the National Honor Society, being in the 
upper 10 percent of her University.
Barbara enjoyed going to the REACT Annual Board Meeting in Vegas and enjoyed so much 
visiting with and doing things with Mrs. Capodanno.
Barbara was a member of Star Mountain REACT in Tennessee as member R-9. Her number, as a 
silent mic, will be retired.

Allen Aycoth
1943-2021

Rev. Allen Anderson Aycoth, 77, of Gastonia, NC passed away Friday, April 9, 2021, at CaroMont 
Regional Medical Center, Gastonia, NC.

He was born September 29, 1943, in Mecklenburg County, NC, son of the late Cliford Aycoth and 
Rachel Carpenter Aycoth.

Allen attended Welcome Baptist Church in Stanley NC, he was an ordained Minister having an online 
radio broadcast called ?Back to Calvary?. He also was a ham operator; his call sign was KI4JSM. He 
was a founding member of Gastonia REACT. He also loved to fish.

In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by his son Darrell Aycoth.

Left to cherish his memories are his wife of over 23 years, Nancy Hodge Aycoth, sons, daughters and 
grandchildren.
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines is a southern Caribbean nation comprised of a main island, St. Vincent, and a chain 
of smaller islands. See map for location.

St. Vincent is the home to the La 
Soufrière Volcano, which recom-
menced volcanic activity on 29th De-
cember 2020. A rapid increase in vol-
canic activity and effusive eruptions 
occurred on 9th April 2020 and con-
tinues apace. Due to close monitoring 
by UWI Seismic, NEMO, and other 
agencies, evacuations in the ?red 
zone? commenced before the erup-
tions. The entire island ended up be-
ing covered in ash to some degree. 
The Argyle International Airport had to be closed for a while. All of this is happening in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which has its own challenges. A major relief effort is underway to assist the affected 
nation.

Radio operator J88DM, Reni King in St. Vincent, has been providing regular updates since the eruptions 
started. Some of his updates have been featured on local radio and TV broadcasts. He has also been the pri-
mary contact in the REACT efforts to assist the radio community in St. Vincent. So far, through the generos-
ity of REACTers and other stakeholders, several critical items have been sent. If you are interested in con-

tributing to the efforts to assist the radio operators, please contact Region 9 
Director at r.goswami@reactintl.org or via WhatsApp at 1(868)682- 2212. 
Any help is appreciated.

The REACT Warning Team has been issuing updates with the latest alerts 
and status of the situation. J88DM took the following photo during one of 
the eruptions, and we could not help notice that it appeared to be a show of 
strength or a thumbs up, which is an indication of the resilience of the peo-
ple who are undergoing this disaster situation. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the people of the Caribbean nation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
The members of REACT stand with you!

REACT Responds To La Soufr ière Volcano
Eruption in St. Vincent

Submitted by: Ravindranath ?Robby? Goswami, 9Z4RG/NZ4RG, Region 9 Director
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Amateur  Radio General Class
Training Gets Underway

Submitted by: Ravindranath ?Robby? Goswami, 9Z4RG/NZ4RG, Region 9 Director

Do you have a passion for radio and always wanted to know more about the technology used. Are 
you looking for innovative ways to operate two-way radios and explore the possibilities of 
communicating worldwide with our without the Internet? Want to REACT some more? Then 

perhaps you would be interested in 
Amateur Radio.

The Amateur Radio General Class 
Virtual Training commenced on 9th 
April 2021. It is not too late to 
register to participate, as the missed 
sessions are accessible via 
recordings online. Just fill the 
registration form at 
http://general.ttreact.com/. You can 
take the course in the comfort of 
your home, review past sessions as 
many times as you wish. The pace is 
gentle. All are welcome.

There are three levels in the FCC system, Technician, General, and Amateur Extra. In 2020, a 
Technician Class course was held virtually, with all sessions recorded and available at 
http://tech.ttreact.com/

If you are presently a Technician 
Class licensee and would like to 
upgrade your privileges, then the 
General Class course is for you.

The approach taken is to lightly 
touch the theories in order to 
develop an understanding, but 
with an exam focus. All of the 
questions in the question pool are 
tackled. Join us!



The REACTer                    Page 12                    March/April 2021

Training for  the Future
Kirk Paxson 

REACT Int'l Training Director

In the spirit of being open, the REACT Traffic Sys-
tem and the Warning Team is reporting key data 
points from or reporting systems of hazardous 
events that directly impact REACT International 
Teams, ranging from financial support and impact 
to membership growth and operational metrics. 
These data analytics help us make appropriate in-
vestments, and author and implement operational 
planning objectives, helping us to ensure we deliver 
welcome and valuable resources to communities 
affected by disasters.

The hope is this data provide relevance and insight 
of the true nature of the REACT International teams 
mission, the efforts of our volunteers, the contribu-
tion of our donors, and our value to supporting the 
efforts of our fellow NGO organizations, acade-
mics, government and anyone else committed to 
helping people and communities in need.

The following metrics comprise the result of a pilot 
program begun in Mid-March 2021 by the Warning 
Team and a large portion of the data comes from 
the work of the REACT Traffic System Traffic 
Handlers in Region 7 Traffic 711 Kansas and Traf-
fic 741 Texas, the information shown is meant to 
demonstrate REACT Team organizational high-level 
indicators of investment, outcomes and impact.

As the Traffic System Manager, I am pleased with 
the initial results of the pilot program and the in-
valuable cooperation and dedication of the traffic 
handlers who participated in it and without their 
help it would have failed. The pilot will transition 
to an initiative for the remainder of April. The next 
report you see will include metrics from all REACT 
International Regions. We are seeking help with 
this effort by having at least one Traffic Handler 
from each state, a traffic handler can come from 
any team, but must be approved by the Regional 
Director and team leadership. It is not the desire of 
the Traffic System that the participation of the team 
member diminishes the mission capability of their 
team of origin but enhances by being a liaison be-
tween the Team and Traffic System.

Train ing Br ief ing
REACT is looking for a new editor for the REACTer. 
Pay will run on a scale based on experience and quali-
fication of the individual for being the new editor for 
The REACTer. Main requirements: the ability to create 
a well laid out and attractive magazine, using either 
Adobe programs or LucidPress® (current program), 
working with all the teams. and getting all the team's 
pictures and articles in the REACTer !!! Excellent writ-
ing skills are a must.

More details will be worked out during an interview 
with the candidates. Interested candidates should con-
tact REACT International at 301- 316- 2900 
orRI.HQ@REACTIntl.org

The potential REACTer publisher will also be sup-
ported by the training committee by publishing a 
style guide and Publishing a REACTer Best Prac-
tices Guide. The Training Committee will assist 
with editorial calendar as it pertains to training as 
requested.
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STATEMENT OF

ACTING CHAIRWOMAN JESSICA ROSENWORCEL

Re: Amendments to Par t 4 of the Commission?s Rules Concerning Disruptions to

Communications, PS Docket No. 15-80, Second Repor t and Order  (March 17, 2021)

They say everything is bigger in Texas, and so it goes for winter storms, too. Last month, Winter Storm Uri hammered 
the United States, leading to severe weather in 25 states affecting more than 150 million Americans. So many parts of 
the country? from Maine to Oregon? were blanketed in snow, ice, and frigid temperatures. But Texas was hit the 
hardest.

For Texans, it was a crisis within a crisis within a crisis. The state?s independent power grid failed, leaving millions 
without power. Water treatment plants failed too, leading to boil warnings across the state.

The loss of any of these fundamental utilities is a crisis unto itself. But in Texas one storm brushed up against another: 
a pandemic that has driven life online. After months of being stuck at home, many Americans know full well 
that? like power and water? internet access is essential. These days we need it to work, go to school, see a doctor, or 
stay connected to civic and economic life. But in Texas and Oklahoma, Winter Storm Uri also caused widespread 
communications outages. At one point, nearly 400,000 wireless users were without service. At the same time, more 
than 720,000 VoIP users were affected. These failures are especially serious because they can hamper emergency 
response and disaster relief efforts.

Today, the snow has melted, the freezing temperatures have warmed, and power has returned. But we will be dealing 
with the aftermath of this storm for months to come. It is a reminder that so much of our critical infrastructure is 
fragile. On too many occasions when disaster has struck, this also has been true for communications. We have seen it 
in season after season of hurricanes in the south and wildfires in the west. The names stay with us? Maria, Irma, 
Harvey, Michael, Camp, Woolsey, Kincade? long after the water has receded, the f lames have extinguished, and the 
communities affected have begun the hard slog of repairing and replacing essential infrastructure.

Mother Nature?s wrath is sure to visit us again. So are 911 failures and power outages and other threats to network 
infrastructure. That?s why I believe the Federal Communications Commission needs to fundamentally refresh its 
playbook for disaster preparedness and resiliency. And we start that effort today, by updating our network outage 
reporting rules.

Right now, the Commission collects outage information through its Network Outage Reporting System? or 
NORS? and its voluntary Disaster Information Reporting System? or DIRS. But for too long we have held this 
information for ourselves, sharing it only with the Department of Homeland Security. That means we have shut out 
other government partners in disaster. But we know that when the unthinkable occurs getting out accurate information 
about communications and outages can save lives and property. It can help speed restoration of service. So in this 
decision we right this wrong by creating a framework to provide federal, state, local and Tribal partners with access to 
the NORS and DIRS information they need during emergencies, natural disasters? and now pandemics.

This decision is good news for public safety. It will promote better information sharing and awareness during 
emergencies. This effort is also overdue. It was more than ten years ago that the California Public Utilities 
Commission petitioned this agency to help provide state authorities with timely access to outage information like what 
we have in DIRS. It was five years ago that this agency issued a rulemaking that proposed to grant state officials 
access to NORS data regarding outages in their states. I am happy that we are finally taking this important action in 
my second meeting as Acting Chairwoman so that we can continue to improve the way we work with state public 
safety officials to help restore communications after a disaster.

Thank you to the agency staff who worked on this effort. From the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau that?s 
Rochelle Cohen, Lisa Fowlkes, Nicole McGinnis, Saswat Misra, Austin Randazzo, and Julia Tu. From the Office of 
General Counsel that?s David Horowitz, Joel Rabinovitz, Bill Richardson, and Anjali Singh. From the Office of 
Economics and Analytics that?s Chuck Needy. From the Enforcement Bureau that?s Shannon Lipp and Jeremy Marcus 
and from the Office of Communications Business Opportunities a thank you to Chana Wilkerson.
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STATEMENT OF

COMMISSIONER BRENDAN CARR

Re: Amendments to Par t 4 of the Commission?s Rules Concerning Disruptions to

Communications, PS Docket No. 15-80, Second Repor t and Order  (March 17, 2021)

When a hurricane tears through a community, leaving downed power lines and bent towers in its wake, federal and 
state agencies immediately rush in to help. They are part of a large group of private sector and government officials 
alike that go to work whenever a natural or manmade disaster strikes.

I had the chance to see firsthand the work they do to restore vital services in the aftermath of a crisis when I spent 
time with telecom crews and first responders in Mexico Beach, Florida? ground zero for the Category 5 Hurricane 
Michael.

One thing that stood out to me is the need for all of these federal, state, local, and private sector entities to coordinate. 
Indeed, efforts to restore some services, like power or water, can often result in inadvertent cuts to telecom lines.

This is where better coordination and communication can make sure that restoration efforts do not get stuck in a one 
step forward, two steps backwards dilemma. Today?s decision helps further this interest by ensuring that qualified 
federal, state, and Tribal partners with a ?need to know? will now have greater access to outage information.

At the same time, we take steps to safeguard this sensitive and confidential data. Indeed, I would like to thank my 
colleagues for agreeing to additional edits that strengthen the item in this regard and ensure providers have better 
vision into how this information is being used.

Ultimately, our decision here will empower first responders? from public safety officials to the telecom crews that hit 
the ground the moment it is safe? so that services are restored as quickly as possible.

Thank you to the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau for your work on this Order. It has my support.

STATEMENT OF

COMMISSIONER GEOFFREY STARKS

Re: Amendments to Par t 4 of the Commission?s Rules Concerning Disruptions to

Communications, PS Docket No. 15-80, Second Repor t and Order  (March 17, 2021)

During an emergency, fast and effective coordination? across levels of government, among first responders, and 
across industries? can save both lives and property. I am pleased to approve this Order, which promotes coordination 
and information sharing among officials in emergency management and first responder support roles in the states, the 
District of Columbia, Tribal nations, territories, and the federal government by giving them access the Network 
Outage Reporting System (NORS) and Disaster Information Reporting System (DIRS).

Last year, before the pandemic curtailed our travels, I visited Puerto Rico to learn more about improving the 
resiliency of communications networks since Hurricanes Irma and Maria. Many individuals and representatives from 
local government, the labor movement, the healthcare and education sectors, disaster recovery workers, and the 
communications sector shared their on-the-ground experiences with me. Those conversations highlighted an 
important theme that I have seen play out a number of times since then: disasters rarely impact just one or a few parts 
of our day-to-day lives. If a weather event has caused power outages, it is probably also affecting communications 
networks, water services, and other systems we rely on every day. Effective disaster response and recovery requires all 
levels of government to see the big picture.

Today?s decision will help facilitate the predictable, fast, and efficient information sharing that seeing the big picture 
requires. The severe and unusual weather that many parts of the United States have experienced in recent weeks 
underscores the need to move quickly and decisively on issues around network resiliency. We know that climate 
change will make natural disasters more frequent and more severe, making steps like today?s Order all the more 
urgent. Many thanks to the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau for their hard work preparing this Order.
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MARCH 2021

1.............................................REACTer Published
1.....REACT International Annual Board Meeting
2 ............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
6.................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
9.............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
13...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
14.........................Daylight Savings Time Begins
17...................................................St. Patty's Day
15...........................Deadline for April REACTer
16...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
20...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
23...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
27...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
30...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

APRIL 2021

1..............................................REACTer Published
1...................................................Apr il Fools Day
3.................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
4.....................................................Easter  Sunday
6.............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
10...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
13...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
15...............................Deadline for May REACTer
17................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m.ET) 
20............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
24...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
27............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

MAY 2021

1.............................................REACTer Published
4 ............REACT World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
5....................................................Cinco de Mayo
8.................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
11...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
15...............................Deadline for June REACTer
15...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
18...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
22...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
25...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
29...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
31...................................................Memor ial Day

JUNE 2021

1.............................................REACTer Published
1 ............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
5.................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
6...................................................................D-Day
8.............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
12...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
14.............................Flag Day (US Army B-Day)
15...............................Deadline for July REACTer
15...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
19...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
22...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
26...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
30...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

JULY 2021

1.............................................REACTer Published
3.................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
4.....................................Independence Day (US)
6.............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
10...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
13...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
15...........................Deadline for August REACTer
17................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m.ET) 
20............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
24...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
27............REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
31...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)

AUGUST 2021

1.............................................REACTer Published
3 ............REACT World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
7.................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
10...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
14...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
15....................Deadline for September  REACTer
17...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
21...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
24...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
28...............Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
31...........REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

To add items to this calendar, contact:
 REACT International: 301-316-2900 (Inter-Office Phone: Ext 114)

email: editor@thereacter.com
Items on the calendar are as accurate as we can make them but are subject to change.

Any questions ... contact the person in charge of the event
Most National/International Holidays are now in the calendar. They are in BOLD PRINT
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