I wrote this sermon, 


after coming back from our first road trip in awhile.  

Doing so 


helped put what Barnabas and Paul experienced into perspective, 



as by the end of the chapter, 



they have completed what is commonly referred to as 




the first missionary journey.  

The reality is, 


that when you travel, you tend to try more things out of your normal routine.  



This leads to more excitement and adventure.  



It also can lead to new conflicts and troubles.  


Traveling leads to mountain top and valley experiences.  


Being at home tends to mean a comfortable status quo.

We want to pretend that people either love to travel 


or they love to stay home.  



That it needs to be binary.  

But I think the conclusion of this passage tells us something different.  


After making it back to Antioch, 



Barnabas and Paul give their mission report, 



Then we hear,




“And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.”  

As adventurous as Paul appears, 


we keep on missing out on the pedantic 


or ordinary times of his life.  



What he did for 12 years after Jesus met him.  



What happened during this long rest in Antioch.  

We don't hear about them, 


because they are much like our Christmas letters 


or Facebook posts.  

We tend to want to share the peaks and valleys, 


not the monotony of our every day routine.  

At least, 


I am assuming no one wants to see a picture of my same bowl of oatmeal 


I have almost evert morning.  

But if I find myself at an all you can eat buffet, 


a picture might be coming.

Now I don't want you to conclude that it is only by traveling, 


that we can spread the gospel.

I have good news for those of you 


who have concluded that you prefer the home life over traveling.



We live in Alaska




getting out of here is harder and harder.



Our exotic trip was the the balmy temperatures of Whitehorse.


It is hard and expensive to go anywhere else.  

Know this,


just because you are not traveling, 



does not mean you have to miss out on the peaks and valley's of life, 




especially in Skagway.  

If we look at the text, 


we will see that Barnabas and Paul keep on showing up to places 



where the stability is disrupted 



and chaos quickly follows.  

We are a tourist town, 


which means that any day, 



someone new is likely to show up in this town 



with a new idea.  


Which can stir up our lives 



just as much as if we traveled to a new place 



and brought the new idea ourselves.  

But we need to be aware, 


the new ideas 


especially Good News,



is not always welcomed.  

The reason for this is varied.  


In Iconium, 



the message is preached 




and the people are divided.  


Some are open to this good news 


and others are wanting things to stay the same.  



The house is divided 




and conflict ensues.  


God enables Barnabas and Saul to do miraculous signs and wonders, 



which further divides the city.  

That should surprise us.  


For I often hear the postulation 



that if we did signs and wonders, 




more would come to faith.

In Lystra, 


the familiar healing a lame man episode 



takes an unexpected turn, 


because of the people's understanding and background.  

What in Jerusalem was an act of Yahweh, 


in Lystra is seen as Zeus and Hermes 



coming back down among them again, 


like the Roman legends spoke of.  

What should again surprise us is, 


when the people of Lystra are stopped from worshipping Barnabas and Paul, 



the people quickly turn on them.  


This brings a bizarre human tendency to the forefront, 



rather than admit we are wrong 



and go with the new reality, 


we are far more likely to double or triple down 



on our first thought, 



rather than accept the new reality.  

That is why the Jews from Antioch and Iconium are able to win the crowd over 


and Paul is pummeled with rocks 


and dragged out of the city, 



since he was thought dead.

In Derbe, 


they seemed to have no notable incidents 


and won a large number of disciples.  

So knowing that there are at least three ways this good news could go, 


dividing a community like Iconium, 


causing a community shame 



and committing deeper to false teaching like Lystra, 


or widely accepted like Derbe.  



What will happen here, 




is anyone's guess.

But knowing that at least in this case, 


two out of three cases led to threats 


or actual physical harm, 



should be a clear reminder of the potency of the news we have.  
Barnabas and Paul were keenly aware of the power of Jesus' Resurrection.  


Thus the need to return 



and strengthen, 



encourage, 



and give a clear reality check, 




“We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”  

This is true, 


even in Derbe.  

Because growth requires hardships.  

The hardships are easier when everyone endures those together, 


rather than split, 



because they are hard.  

But the hardships came to those who let new people into their community, 


who did not necessarily travel themselves.  

So how are we going to react?

One option is, 


to shut our borders 


and keep everyone out.  

I am sure I am not the only one who noticed 


that the bigger your family gets, 



the more troubles that come our way.  

But as our girls found this past week, 


despite the troubles of a looming waterslide for Esme, 


a diving board for Eva, 


or the ski hill for them and my back, 



when they engaged with the hardships, 




life was full.  



That eternal life reality was closer to reality 




this past week 




than the week before.

Another option 


is to walk away before the trouble starts.  

As Kenny Rogers waxed, 


“You've got to know when to hold 'em,


 know when to fold 'em, 


know when to walk away, 



and know when to run.”  

We see this non-biblical text 


lived out in this chapter.  

In Iconium, 


the Gentiles are stirred up 


and their minds are poisoned, 

but instead of running, 


Barnabas and Paul spend considerable time there, 



speaking 



and confirming their words with the signs and wonders.  

But at a certain point, 


when the stoning becomes imminent, 



they move on.  

Meanwhile, 


at their next stop, 



they are suddenly being worshipped as God's themselves 



and then when they try to stop that train, 


find themselves run over by it.  

But again, 


hear that after being stoned 


and left for dead outside the city, 



Paul goes back into the city that night 




and then leaves for Derbe the next day.  

Finally, 


after Derbe, 



they head back through all the towns that they had stopped in 



and caused disruptions in,


and at later point check in, 


appoint elders, 


and encourage the people.

The text does not give us the clarity we would desire 


about when to hold, fold, 


walk or run.  

This is partly because our question is wrong.  


Our question is, 



how do we avoid the conflict?  


The answer to that would be, 



“We avoid the Kingdom of God breaking in.”  

But we are not called to avoid conflict.  

Remember, 


“We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”  

But we don't have to go through every hardship.  


Many is not the same as every 



or all.  

As Barnabas and Paul went along, 


they were able to avoid the rocks in Lystra, 


but not Iconium.  

In some cities, 


they wiped the dust off their sandals and moved on, 

at Iconium, 


when they saw that the minds were poisoned, 



not rejecting the Good News of their own volition and understanding, 


they stayed on for some time 



to make sure the record was straight, 



and everyone had a chance to make an informed decision.  

These different responses 


make it clear that it is the Holy Spirit leading the show 


and not Barnabas and Paul on their own.

The Spirit can lead the show on the road 


or at home.  

We just need to follow 


and make sure that our priorities are correct.  

Making sure that the question we are asking is not, 


“What leads to the least inconvenience or harm?”  

Rather, 


“What are you calling me to do today?”  

When we travel, 


we are more likely to ask that question, 



because everything is new 



or at least not as settled.  
At home,


we have our walls around us 



to keep some of those issues at arms length.  

But remember, 


visitors can come to you, 



in the midst of your regular routine, 



and cause you to act.  

That is more likely to happens if we are asking the, 


“What are you calling me to today, 


this week, 


this hour, 



or this year?” 




question regularly.

I hope this can be a year of growth for us 


as individuals 


and us as the body of the church.  

One where the desire for routine 


is not as strong as the desire to serve our Lord, 



and be able to hear at the end of the day, 


“Well done, 



good and faithful servant.”
