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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Hushabye (All the Pretty Horses)”
from Folk Fantasies, arr. by Melody Bober

Call to Worship

Margie Connor

Leader: Let us praise God, the Father of our Lord Christ Jesus.
Let us give thanks to God for every spiritual blessing.
People: We cannot keep silent, for our lives have been enriched.
We will lift up our voices in songs of praise.
Leader: God has shown us his favor, and dealt graciously with us.
God has forgiven our sin and covered us with love.
People: God promises peace to those who are faithful.
God’s saving power is at hand for those who revere him.
Leader: God calls us to listen for his voice and receive his instruction.
We are called to speak God’s truth with boldness and confidence.
People: We have come to hear the word of truth.
We will honor God with our witness and service.
*Hymn

Praise My Soul the God of Heaven

* Gathering Prayer

Margie Connor

Sovereign God, we gather today to praise and glorify you. Your glory surrounds us, even amid our
unseeing eyes, our muffled hearing and our dulled emotions. We ask that today you would awaken
us to the mystery of your will. Speak to us a word of truth that reveals our deceit and leads us away
from falsehood. Touch us with healing grace that allows us to admit our woundedness and accept
the restoration you offer. Let your Spirit move among us so we may recognize your presence in one
another and in our own lives. May our response to you be faithful and our praise genuine. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Amos 7:7-15

Margie Connor

7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb
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line." Then the Lord said, "See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will
never again pass them by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of
Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword." 10 Then
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against
you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus
Amos has said, "Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.'
"
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there,
and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a
temple of the kingdom."
14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and
a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to
me, "Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'
Mark 6:14-29

Rosemary Dawson

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, "John the
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him." 15 But
others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." 16 But
when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised."
17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account
of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For John had been telling
Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 19 And Herodias had a grudge against
him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and
yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask
me for whatever you wish, and I will give it." 23 And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask
me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." 24 She went out and said to her mother, "What
should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer." 25 Immediately she rushed back to
the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a
platter." 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did
not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring
John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it
to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and
took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
Special Music

“For the Beauty of the Earth/Simple Gifts”
Conrad Kocher and Joseph Brackett, arr. Anne Britt.
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Sermon

Truth and Consequences

How do you react when someone tells you something you don’t want to hear? The doctor tells you
to lose weight and exercise. The news keeps reminding you of the threats of Covid. Someone
hands you the book Caste and tells you to read it. None of us want to be confronted with truths we’d
rather ignore. But with every truth we hear and every choice we make there are consequences. In
today’s Scripture I wonder just how much we identify with it, and how much we would rather
ignore it.
Today we hear of John – bold, prophetic John – speaking a truth Herod couldn’t ignore. Herod was
the tetrarch, the ruler of Israel, placed in power by Rome, the oppressors. There was so much
wrong happening in the politics and religion of the day that you would think John would have
confronted Herod about any of the hot-button issues that were crushing the people. (And he may
well have.) But John gets personal, too personal, about Herod’s immoral, unlawful marriage to
Herodias, who happens to be the wife of his brother Philip and his half-niece. And that word alone
is what lands him in prison.
Herod was more like us that we may what to hear, or recognize. He didn’t automatically hate John.
In fact, Herod feared John; and he feared him because he was that unbending, uncompromising
character who lived a holy and righteous life. John lived with integrity before God and among the
people. Herod even listened to John’s message of God’s coming kingdom. He listened with both a
sense of wonder and distress. And because of his interest and his fear Herod kept John ‘safe’, giving
him a bit of ‘state protection’ – in a cell.
But that was not enough. There came a day when the truth had it’s reckoning. On Herod’s birthday
he held a special celebration – not one of friends and family, but a state dinner with all the political
maneuvering and status strutting you can imagine. And that is where Herod gets out-maneuvered.
After his step-daughter had pleased him and his guests with her dancing, and he had offered her
‘anything her little heart desired’, his wife used it to claim her prize – John’s life.
And that put Herod in an awful place. He valued John, he respected John’s message of truth and
grace; but, in truth, he treasured his status, power and prestige more. And so, John, his message, and
the truth paid the price.
And truth, no matter which way you respond to it, costs you something. If you accept it, it may cost
you your pride, your power, maybe even your welfare. If you reject it, it may cost you your
character, your respect, maybe even your soul. Truth, any truth, is difficult to hear, to accept and to
follow; especially when it seems to be a prophetic word, a word that speaks God’s hard truth.
Oh, we are all for ‘God loves you, always.’ Who wouldn’t accept that?! But what happens when
God’s word intends to up-end your comfortable indifference and self-serving aggrandizement. That
hurts, that is dangerous; that can’t be ignored, at least not for long. And there are always
consequences.
God’s prophets have always known the risk it takes to speak truth, from Moses to John, from Jesus
to Oscar Romero. But it is just as risky to be the hearer of the truth, and more so to be a genuine
doer of the truth. God knows, its not an audience he seeks, but disciples and servants.
And today, we are among those who so often hear God’s word. And so often struggle with it.
We long to hear a word of good news, and find a blessing. But to do that we also have to face up to
the hard news and receive its reproof. What truths have you been wrestling with this week, this
3

year? What news has disturbed you, and left you wondering how you might just have to live
differently... not just for your sake, but for the welfare of others? What word might God be
speaking to you, which both reveals the broken and distorted, and offers life and wholeness?
You see, that is the nature of the truth, the gospel truth, and of its consequences.
Amen.
Hymn

Hope of the World

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Holy God, we thank you for your goodness and grace to us. We thank you that you set before us
the way of life and death, and you continually call us to choose well. We thank you for Jesus
Christ, who came among us to proclaim both your truth and your grace, and who died that we might
live. And we thank you for your Spirit, who empowers us to believe and to live according to your
ways. And so we come before you now, O God, seeking your wisdom, strength and power to live as
your Christ’s true disciples.
We pray, for your church and for this congregation. Help us to hear the truth of the gospel and the
words of the prophets, not just in history, but in our day and age. Grant us the courage to follow
your purpose for us here in Northfield as we grapple with a mission that befits your call.
We pray, for our world and all its leaders. Grant that they may fulfill their role with uprightness and
humility, so that all peoples may enjoy your peace and blessings. We pray as well for all who cry
out to you today. Grant your hope to the discouraged, your strength to the weary and your
vindication to the oppressed. Grant also your healing to the ill, your comfort to the sorrowful, and
your aid to the needy. We especially ask your support for …. and we thank you for….
We thank you and praise you, Faithful God, for the power of your word and the truth of your
gospel, through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response Remember me, remember me, O Jesus, remember me
Offering
The word of God is both powerful and kind. The work of God is both challenging and rewarding.
As disciples we are called to give heed and follow. May our offerings be a token of our faithful
response. Let us pray.
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With humility and courage, we dedicate our gifts to you, O God. We cherish your goodness to us,
and we acknowledge your charge to speak your word and do your will. Help us now to love and
serve according to the best we know, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory

Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
May you be filled with the knowledge of God's will
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to God,
as you bear fruit in every good work
and as you grow in the knowledge of God. Colossians l:9b-10, alt.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

Postlude

“Climb Every Mountain,”
Rodgers and Hammerstein
*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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