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What Adoption ‘Salvation’

Narratives Get Wrong

“The implication, whether people realized it or not, was that I was

worth ‘saving,” but my birth family wasn'.”
8 ) )

By Nicole Chung

NOVEMBER 07, 2022

| City Journal
" hitps:/fwww.city-journal.org » anti-adoption-drumbeat  §

The Anti-Adoption Drumbeat | City Journal

The Anti-Adoption Drumbeat. Media and policymakers put "social justice” above child welfare

Naomi Schaefer Riley. November 14, 2022. The Social Order
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What's up with an anti adoption movement on tiktok? - Reddit
Sep 14, 2022 — Adoption wasn't an option for me in either situation because the feeling of not
being wanted exists. My parents want me more than their need to

The Pain of White Privilege and Racism in Transracial Adoption

1. Stereotypes of black womanhood run deep. - 2. My kids will not learn about institutional

racism by watching how people treat me. - 3. The black community is ...

Adoption Moved to Facebook and a War Began

As the adoption industry migrates to social media, regretful adoptees and birth mothers are confronting prospective parents with their

personal pain—and anger.
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Adoption is, in and of itself, a violence based in
inequality. It is candy-coated, marketed, and
packaged to seemingly concern families and
children, but it is an economically and
politically incentivized crime. It stems culturally
and historically from the “peculiar institution” of
Anglo-Saxon indentured servitude and not
family creation...It is a reductive inversion of
informal kinship practices. It is a negation of
families and an annihilation of communities
not imbued with any notion of humanity due to
the adoptive cultures’ inscribed biases
concerning race, class, and human relevancy.

From "Adoptee as Citizen, Denizen, Alien"
by Daniel Drennan Elawar

*| learned about this quote and TRA thinker, author, and artist from
Matthev excellent abolitionist t “little know
highly recommend it (episodes 4 & 5)
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Three Key Assumptions within Narrative

Adoption Destroys Cultural Heritage Adoptions Don't Last
» Endemic demonstrations of white saviorism and o Number of failed adoptions provide
colonialism leading to cultural genocide in the little hope that adoption as a

culture at large. permanency outcome is worth it.

o Example: USA Today Report: 66,000

Precipitating Event | ® Increase in Transracial Adoptions !
broken adoptions from 2008-

20203
* Hegemonic Power: Broadens oppression beyond overt acts ¢ Lived Experience places prioritization over ¢
of injustice to include the ways dominant social groups evidence. 2

IdeOIOg ical impose their values, traditions, norms, and ways of being
and doing on society such that they are accepted as
natural, normal, or even God-ordained. View oppression as
structural, manifested in social institutions and systems. 2
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Adoption Destroys Cultural Heritage

Adoptions Don't Last

Percent of Percent of
Transracial Transracial
Adoptions Adoptions
2005-2007 2017-2019
Adoptions of
Black 21% 33%
Children
Adoptions of
Hispanic 49% 46%
Children
Adoptions of
White 4% 6%
Children
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In one recent study of over 51,000 adoption or
legal guardianships for 10 years or until the age
of majority, found 87% did not experience post

permanency discontinuity. &

Study investigating rates of guardianship and
adoption dissolution using a complete entry
cohort from a large state foster care system
found: over 2% of adoptions and over 7% of

guardianships dissolved. ®

Tennessee Mother Ships Adopted Son Back to
Moscow Alone

Russian President Medvedev calls boy's return a "monstrous deed."

By ABC News v =
April 9, 2010, 12:18 PM o &



Policy Implications

Adoption Destroys Cultural Heritage Adoptions Don't Last

Preserving Family Bonds (NY)

Minnesota African American Preservation Act

Repeal or Amend of Multi-Ethnic Placement Act? ) .
HB 1747 Keeping Families Together

) ) o Act (WA)
Move to abolish Adoptions Safe Families Act

All cases that exited the court in 2020 Future vision of cases exiting the court

v-¢

w Aged Out Youth 5% ® Guardianship 20% = Aged Out Youth 5%
= Reunification 70% = Adoption 5%

® Guardianship 7%
® Reunification 57% m Adoption 32%

Children's Home Society of Washington (2022). Keeping Families Together: HB 1747. Retrieved
at httpsi/southseattleemerald.com/wp-contentfuploads/2022/01/HB1747_Keeping FamiliesTogether_FINAL _003_CHSW.pdf



Finding Common Ground

Finding Common Ground: Let's not lose sight of the estimated 30,000 youth in care
who have become legal orphans. Regardless of ideological viewpoints, what can we
do to ensure these children have an opportunity to belong in family?

e Consider developing ways to define this specific set of children in the state's data.

Develop methods to track the cohort of children who have a goal of adoption and
no family identified to adopt them. Set adoption goals for this population of
children.

Ensure trainings for adoptive parents help develop cultural competencies.
Consider increasing post placement support for adoptive families.

Data and lived experience don't have to be pitted against each other. Both bring
value. Set a large table to capture many perspectives.



Contemporary
Critical Theory

Queer Theory
Critical Race Theory

3rd Wave Feminism
Critical Pedagogy

Postmodernism
2nd Wave Feminism

Post Colonialism

Cultural Studies

. Neo Marxism
Marxism

1850 1930 1960 1970 1990 2020

Ideological Current: Contemporary Critical Theory to include the social binary, hegemonic
power, lived experience, and social justice



