Chapel – MLK Birthday – Jan. 17,2006

This past Monday we celebrated the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. One of the most power African Americans we have ever had in this country. His leadership in the civil Rights movement began changes that are still being felt today. 

One of great tragedies the History of the United States was its participation in buying and selling of Africans Slaves. This has led to a nation that is still divided by racism and prejudice. This morning I want to very briefly share with you some insights on the Mennonites role in overcoming slavery in the Untied States. This might help some of you Canadians understand the racial divisions in our country a little better.

I am aware that Canadians pride themselves in being a nation that welcomes other nations and is multicultural and pluralistic as a society. Doug Hall a Theologian for the Untied Church of Canada makes this statement “Canada can be called a first international nation: a nation where representatives from various peoples of the world could demonstrate to the rest of the world that difference need not mean segregation, morbid suspicion and continual violence.

 However, this does not mean that racism is not alive and well in Canada. The treatment of the first Nations people has certainly demonstrated institutional racism. In 1689 slavery was instituted in Quebec by a mandate of Luis IV This mandate gave Canadians permission to avail themselves of the services of African Slaves. By 1745 further declarations allowed slaves to be listed as merchandise business transactions. In 1783 slaves were brought to the Maritime provinces and listed in News papers as chattel to be sold. Canadians did not refer to them as slaves because it was controversial in the United State so they referred to them as servants. Unlike the United States, little has been written about slavery in Canada’s history.  

Let me share a little history with you about Slavery on a global and local level.

As many as 17 million slaves were exported to North Africa, the Middle East and countries on the coast of the Indian Ocean.

At least 5 million African slaves were exported via the Red Sea, East Africa to other parts of the world.

At least 12 million slaves were exported from Africa to North America, South American and the West Indies.

Perhaps 4 million Africans died in wars that were caused by the slave trade and in forced marches.

"It is estimated that some five percent died in Africa on the way to the coast, another thirteen percent in transit to the West Indies, and still another thirty percent during the three-month seasoning period in the West Indies. This meant that about fifty percent of those originally captured in Africa died either in transit or while being prepared for servitude." 
In the American colonies, "a slave was chattel--an article of property that could be bought, punished, sold, loaned, used as collateral, or willed to another at an owner's whim. Slaves were not recognized as persons in the eyes of the law; thus they had no legal rights. Slaves could not legally marry, own property, vote, serve as witnesses, serve on juries, or make contracts. The offspring of female slaves also belonged to their owners, regardless of whom their fathers were." 

1683: The first religious group in the U.S. to raise objections to slavery were Mennonites, a Christian group which descended from the Anabaptists. One notable feature of the Anabaptists was their love of freedom from state and religious oppression. They opposed war. They opposed the taking of oaths in court, believing that a person's word is sufficient. They observed a life of simplicity, with minimal entanglement with the state.

One of the sects to emerge from the Anabaptist movement were the Mennonites. Their first permanent settlement in North America was at Germantown PA (near Philadelphia) in 1683. "This growing Mennonite element is credited with American history's first public protest against slavery and was very influential in the later Quaker antislavery position." 
Pennsylvania was the home of the American push for emancipation; as early as 1688, a group of Mennonites near Philadelphia published a manifesto entitled, "The Resolution of the Germantown Mennonites." Some of the points delineated in this document were as follows:

"The Resolution of the Germantown Mennonites 1683"

1) If the despised Muslim Turkish deal in the slave trade, is it not worse that Christians do also?

2) Why does the color of one's skin become the dividing line of who is fair to enslave? 

2) If we are to 'do unto others as we would have them do unto us', what message are we sending to God?

3) What is the difference between a man who would rob a man and one who would steal the man himself? And, stolen from their homes and families, should we as Godly men purchase stolen goods?

4) There are those slave owners who commit adultery with their slaves, and sell their own children to others as slaves

5) If the slaves were suddenly to become the masters, and the masters the slaves, would the white man not take up a weapon and fight for his life? Then why shouldn't the black man do the same?

To get attention to their resolution, the Germantown Mennonites submitted their written protest to the monthly meeting in Dublin, which was comprised of representatives of several local Quaker communities. They tabled the document, announcing the questions it brought up were "so weighty that we think it not expedient to meddle with it here. The Dublin meeting turned the matter over to the Philadelphia quarterly meeting, an even larger assembly of Friends, mostly of English background. This group declared the document was "a thing of too much weight for this meeting to determine.", and duly passed it along to the yearly meeting of Friends in Burlington. That meeting quashed the document along purely pragmatic lines, announcing that it was not proper to make a statement about the matter, since slavery was endemic all across the English colonies of the world. The resolution was rejected... and, unfortunately, so were the Germantown Mennonites.

Their thinking was far before its time; the area was still very much a slaveholding area, and local slave owners took umbrage at their bold statements. The Germantown Mennonites found themselves isolated and despised by the rest of the Christian population in the area for its radical views, Virtually cut off from trade, the Mennonites slid into deprivation, and Germantown soon gained the nickname, 'Poortown'.

300 years later the General Assembly of Pennsylvania finally recognized the contribution of the Germantown group. However, over this period of time the contribution was attributed more to the Quakers than the Mennonites. 

Readings 

Readings from three perspectives 

1. A Union Soldier 

2. A seminary student from Missions Institute in Quincy Il, 

3. A Martin Luther King Jr. the leader of the Civil Rights Movement

I want to read to you out of a very special bible that I acquired about 10 years ago while traveling through Indiana. There was a little bookshop in a small town and Nancy and I stopped just to browse. This is a bible from the Battlefield of Spottsylvania in Virginia. Let me read several inscriptions from this bible. 


Inside cover 


Second page 


Back inscription –
Savior hold me lest I fall 





Deign to hear me whilst I call 





Oh regard my humble cry 





Love me Jesus or I die 






May 12, 1864 

Read the paragraph on the battle 

I have another book which I also found in an book shop in Ohio. Let me read the title to you.  It is written by a young seminarian George Thompson at the Mission Institute in Quincy IL. just across the River from the slave state of Missouri who had to get involved in the abolition movement of slaves because of the suffering he saw and heard. 

Let me read several pages of the opening chapter. Pgs 17- top of pg. 20

The last readings I have are some quotes from Martin Luther King Jr. “I have a Dream”
Pg. 12 - 13 – Christianity 

Pg. 28 – Community 

Pg. 68 – Leadership 

