
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, November 15, 2020 –24th Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude - Choir Anthem: Look at the World by John Rutter

GATHERING

Gathering Hymn - When Peace like a River 785

We gather in the name of the Father a and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let us confess our sin.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we
have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your
coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading – Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the LORD as one of
judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken from Old
Testament accounts of the day of the LORD.
 7Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
  he has consecrated his guests.
 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently
on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.”
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not
inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
  the warrior cries aloud there.
 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness,
 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.
 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned
against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung.
 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire
of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the
inhabitants of the earth.

Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
Refrain
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Refrain
 1Lord, you have | been our refuge from one generation | to another.
 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,
  from age to age | you are God.
 3You turn us back to the | dust and say, “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.”
 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past
  and like a watch | in the night;  Refrain
 5you sweep them away | like a dream, they fade away suddenly | like the grass:
 6in the morning it is | green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried | up and withered.
 7For we are consumed | by your anger; we are afraid because | of your wrath.
 8Our iniquities you have | set before you, 
  and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance.  Refrain
[ 9When you are angry, all our | days are gone; we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.
 10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty;
  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we are gone.
 11Who regards the power | of your wrath? Who rightly fears your | indignation?] 
 12So teach us to num- | ber our days that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom.  Refrain

Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here
and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.
8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain
things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided
them.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His
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master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two
talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return
I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the
one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day - He Comes to Us as One Unknown 737

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church,
the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit,
unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity
throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of nature.
Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for those who are
most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human
rights abuses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of depression,
chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and
signs of your healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release our
desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Grant healing touch to those who are ill, especially Audrey, Barbara, Jan, Johanna, Tony, JoAnn, Leon,
Janet, Joyce, Barbara, Ida, Debbie, Larry and Phyllis, Blanche, Leslie, Bob, Ellie, Janet, Hans, and those
we name before you now, silently or vocally. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors. Rouse us to
live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL

Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
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who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of powe’r and might; Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Come to the banquet for all is ready.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Holy Communion will be available in the church parking lot on Sundays,
from 11:15 am - 12:00 pm  Please do not leave your car. We will come to you and deliver a
wafer and wine or grape juice. It will be served to you in a foam bowl. Please take the elements and
distribute among those in your vehicle and then dispose of the cups and bowl when you get home.

Prayer after Communion
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - Rise, Shine, You People! 665

Postlude - 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
OneLicense.net ##A-721914.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones by the Foreman family.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Audrey Pearson, Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna Nikitscher, Tony
Perrotte, Charlie Bock, JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Janet Ravert,  Joyce Veazey, Barbara Anderson, Ida Elliott,
Debbie Fullbright, Larry and Phyllis Jenkins, Blanche Bragg, Leslie Johnson, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Janet Seiz,
Hans Hillerbrand

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time - 
email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle], and Dian and
Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Byron Franzen (brother of David Franzen), Laura Williams
(friend of Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), Tim and
Sue Williams (friends of the Foremans), Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl
(sister of Wendy Waugh), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter
Emma (by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Cary Grant (friend of Greg and Jeanna
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Hudgins), Lydia Taylor (cousin of Bee Ellertson), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz (friend
of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gary Reed
(friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson),  Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends of
Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni Perrotte), Brady Laubert
(grandson of Pam and Steve Taylor), Staci Dominick (daughter-in-law of Ted and Diana Dominick), Leonard
Anderson, (family friend of Ted and Diana Dominick), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia Redman), David Deardorff
(cousin of Marlene Coulter), Karen Boone (relative of Robin Winfree), Michelle Meadors, Paul and Lora Kindem
and new daughter Sally Jane (by Bill and Barbara Dahl), Tony Blackwell (cousin of Pat Casper), Gad Kainer, Peggy
Stevens (by John and Linda Foreman), Nancy Randle (niece of Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Eric Tabert (nephew
of Deb Tabert), Libby Bukiewicz (mother-in-law of Julia Dahl), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha
Dahl, Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Chuck Noll (friend of the Waugh’s), Kenneth and Shirley Craig (by Pat
Casper), Blackwell and Miller families (by Pat Casper), The Jolly Family (by Marlene Coulter)

“Light a Candle” -- Candles are lit for prayer intentions. To "light a candle for someone" indicates one's intention
to say a prayer for another person, and the candle symbolizes that prayer.  The candle screen and votive
candles are in the Narthex of the church, along with wood tapers to light them with. You are welcome to
come, light a candle, and pray. If you come after hours or when no staff is in the building, please put out the
candle before you leave. Staff will check during the daytimes when they are there to make sure all are put out.

Opportunities to Worship
We have begun outdoor worship for the first 50 people who come on Sunday mornings at 10 am. We will also

broadcast these services over fm radio channel 87.9 fm with a local transmission station if you wish to stay in your
vehicle. We will be using Now the Feast and Celebration for the outside worship. You will be required to bring
your own chair and we will guide you to distance the placement of the chairs in the back parking lot near the
Memorial Garden and the mobile classroom. MASKS ARE REQUIRED.  Hand sanitizing dispensers will be
available at the entrance to the worship space.

Holy Communion will be served during this service and will be available as drive through from approximately
11:15 am until 12:00 noon weekly as well.

In the case of inclement weather, we will move inside – 25 in the Sanctuary and 25 in Trinity.  Inside there
will be no singing. 

We will continue to record Setting Four weekly as well.  So those who have enjoyed receiving weekly worship
on our Vimeo channel can continue to do so. 

We want to thank you all for your prayers and encouragement as we work through this difficult time.

Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on Zoom from 10-
11. We are looking forward to seeing you, chatting, and catching up. Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar
Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753  – Password: 292680

Scott Anderson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom Bible Study on Thursday mornings. 
Topic: Bible Study - Daniel – You may download the lessons ahead of time by going to the home page of our
website (stpaulsdurham.org). Also, the lesson for that Thursday, is usually sent out by Wed/Thur in Parish Notes.
Time: 10:30 am on Thursdays
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/946532621?pwd=UTJqYjV0V3laMmpROStMdGRvTGFhUT09  
Meeting ID: 946 532 621  – Password: 402561

St. Paul’s Preschool & PMO: It's that time of year to re-link your VIC Card. Please consider linking your VIC
Card to the preschool so that we may receive a percentage of your sales from Harris Teeter. Our number is 3049
and can be linked at any Harris Teeter or online. Friends and family may link too to support the preschool!  We
have also created an Amazon Wish List, if you would like to support our outdoor spaces:.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1BATIT5HO2RX1/ref=cm_go_nav_hz  Thank you for your continued
prayers and support during this time.
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St. Paul’s Readers:  The book for November is A Sin by Any Other Name: Reckoning with Racism, by Robert W.
Lee. We will gather on Zoom at 3:00 pm, Thursday, November 19 to discuss the book. No book or meeting is
scheduled for December.

St. Paul's has a new Facebook group to allow us to communicate with each other as you feel inspired. Vicar
Judy will be posting a question for discussion each week. However, please feel free to post on other topics as
well. If you think this might be interesting or helpful, please join the group. The name of the group is St. Paul's
ELCA - Durham, NC, and the link is https://www.facebook.com/groups/2364775460484568.

Bible Study Invitation – Vicar Judy will lead a series of four Bible studies on stewardship. The Bible studies will
be held on Tuesdays at 7 pm during November. We will look at a different topic each time and discuss Bible
readings that are relevant to the topic. Each session will include a joke to help us remember the points of the
study.
Topics are:
! Stewardship of Creation on November 3
! Stewardship of Our Bodies, Minds, and Spirits on November 10
! Stewardship of Our Neighbors on November 17
! Stewardship of Our Personal Resources on November 24
Here is the Zoom link to the meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81057106746?pwd=NEJwYXVkTlJRU1hhOW84Rm1yMm5HQT09
Hoping to see you online!

Here is a listing of the Sign-Up Genius links we are presently using to accomplish our many needed tasks.
Please fill in as you are able. You can bookmark these sites to make it easier to return to them.
� Daily Devotions for November-December – (note new sign-up genius code)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1 Vicar Judy Goans is coordinator for the daily
devotions. Sign up and send your devotions to Vicar Judy at least 2 days in advance of the date.

� Sunday 10 am In Person Worship Assistance
- https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1  Tasks which can be signed up for include:
Assisting Minister, Parking Lot Guides (2), Lector, Set up Help (3), Sound, Ushers (2), and Clean Up Help (3)

� Wednesday Recording Worship -- https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-assisting -
Tasks include Assisting Minister, Communion on Sunday, and Lector - The recording takes place on
Wednesday at 2:00 pm in the sanctuary

� Drive Through Communion on Sundays
-- https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-drive  -- Tasks include helping with communion (2
persons) on Sundays between 11:15 and noon.

Story Circles at Parktown Food Hub – You are invited!  You - the person reading this, whomever you are! 
Please consider joining us for a story circle. In a story circle a small group of 4-6 people talk about their lives in a
structured way so everybody gets heard and everybody gets to share. People who have participated so far are
uniformly positive about the process - it’s great for introverts and extroverts - and the format nudges everything
away from politics and toward relationship.

SO - if you are looking for a break from the ugliness and difficulty of our times and wishing to spend some
time with people, come join us! If you can’t make it tomorrow, consider joining us on one of the other dates. You
can sign up here (and we appreciate it if you would) but if you just show up we will not turn you away.
Safety protocols will be followed by all who participate:  masks, sanitized chairs and space, physical distancing,
and temperatures taken when you enter the building.
Dates for upcoming circles are:
SUNDAYS (1 pm) - November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29   December 6, 13, 20   and January 3, 10
WEDNESDAYS (6:30 pm) - November 4, 18   December 9    January 13
THURSDAYS (10 am) - November 12   December 3, 17   January 7

All sessions will be at 5123 Revere Road (where the Parktown Food Hub and Parkwood UMC are located).
Here is the signup; if you have questions please let me know!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4DA5AB2CA4F85-come
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