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<Dal'\'tc Davénport" |

Round T able starts yecar with Jan. 27th
meeting's '‘Show and Tellt format

As I look forward to the upcoming year of
activities P’anncd forthe club, |am cncouragcd and
enthusiastic. | herecisalotor cnergy and interest
bursting from the scams.

T"n's year rcPrcscnts a changing of the guard with
the retirement of barbara and Kcn Moats From thc
Board afteri12 ycars of intense involvement. T heir
dedication and hard work have left a Icgacg of which
thcy canbe Proud. Wc, the newer members of the
Board will ccrtainlg do ourbest to continue the

momentum thus bcgun.

Qur first meeting on January 27%* will be an all-
club event with members bringing forward items or
stories of interest to share with others. Forsome
members who Prchr not to prepare full programs to

resent, thisis anice oPPortunitg to address your
Fricnds and to have a say. We encourage everyone who
has aninterest to step forward. Ifyou have the time, let
David DavcnPort know that you wish to spca‘( and he
cancreate an agcnda on the spot. T his eveningis Fairly

informal.

Our spca‘(cr’s rogramis fast Fi”ing up. | know
that there are some who have indicated a desire to make
apresentation. |f so, again, contact David Davcnport.

e look forward to our first mecting injust two weeks.

Brian C|aguc Club President




2005 Mcmbcrships
Duc Now

Your 2005 mcmbcrship
3carls brom Januar3 to Dc-
ccmbcr. ": you have not re-
newed your qlcmbcrsl'\ip inthe
San Joaqdin Va“cg CivilWar
Roundtablc, thcy are due now.
USC the form on the back
to become current. Thc
costof mcmbcrship remains
the same:

lndividual or Family -
$25.00

Studcnt or newsletter
ownlg -%$12.50

As alwags,

$5.0 0 of cach mcmbcrship
gocs toward Civil War battlcﬁc‘d

Preservation.

ForDinner KReservations at
ournext meecting at the

Kamada Inn at the Shaw
oFFramP on Highway 41 ...

. contact Sccrctary Fl’ly”is
Mann at 229-3778 [aFtcrnoons

and eveanings, Plcasc].

AFTER ACTION REFORT
: By Ron Vauglﬁan

This rcPort hasbeen dclagcd due to ‘enemy action' [computcr
virus). Our mcctingoF Nov. i 1,2004, had 18 inattendance for [:rccj
Bohmfalk‘s double Prcscntation on the Forming of the Fn’cnds of
Alcatraz [rcPortc;d inthe Dcccmbcr issue) and the CivilWar veteran
organizations.

Of thc roughlg % million men who served inthe Civil War, o
550,000 men died, 170,000 battle deaths, and 380,000 from discasec.
Soon after the war, the survivors started Fom\ing veterans groups.
(nion veterans organizcd the Grancl Army of the chublic, which had
its first national encampment in 1866 with (Gen. John Logan elected as
the first national commander. Mcmbcrship Pcal«:d in 1890 with
409,000 members. | heir stated purposc was Fc"owship, honor the
dead, medical care forveterans, uPhoHing the (Constitution, and
bccoming a Po'itica| force. The GAR was dcﬁnitclg a Po'itical force.
Its lcgacy included imProvccl veterans benefits and the establishment of
Decoration Dag, which is now called Mcmoria' Day. Thelast national
encampment was | 949 when six of the remaining 16 members attended.
T‘wcir ages rangcd from 102 to 108. Thc last member died at 108 and
thus Passcd cvcrgthing on to the Sons of Union Vctcrans.

Thc Southcm veterans got alater start, Forming the Unitcd
Confcdcratc \eterans, with theirfirst national cncaumcnt in 1889,
commanded bg (en. John (Gordon. Thcy organizcd as a "Patriotic
and Bcncvolcnt association without Political Activitg or Frcjudicc.“
Thc stated purposcs were the same as the GAK, but tl’lcg added a
Committcc of 50ut|1cm Historg and a vow to erect a monument to
Jcﬂ:crson Davis. Thcirmcmbcrsl'\ip toppcd outin 1906 at 80,000.
Thcir'ast cncaumcnt wasin 1951 when thcg Passcd the mantle to the

Sons of Confcdcratc Vctcrans.

Onlg a dozen of us met on Dcccmbcr 4th fora great dinner at
the Kuykcnda“ home. Thcy have a |ovc|3 homc, situated on a hi"toP
that ovedooks green va"cys anda rocky ﬁdgc. Bcporc dinner Nci‘ had
set up some targets and Providcd loaded cap and ball revolvers rcadg
for those who wished to try their shooting skill. Ken managcd to wing a
dangcrou5|3 aggressive coffee can, while Dr. Dave drilled akiller com-

mode seat! | understand that there are Plans to have ourJunc Picnic at

this wondedful site. [Se sure not to miss it!



u5 Nearer to answer on

Civil War Mystcrg Men

by Michael Kilian - Chicago ] ribunc national correspondent
Nchort News, VA -- The last two unburied dead of the Civi' War have not
been Forsottcn. rainstaking rescarch may result in a rcPort next ycar on the
identitics of two scamen Pu“ccl from the sunkea (1955 Monitor. For 140 years, tl'\cy
lay traPPcd in the turrct of the |cgcndar3 ironclad USS Monitor on the scas bottom
16 miles off Capvc Hatteras, NC.

Discovered when the turret was raised my marinc arc"xcologists two ycars
ago, the skelctal remains of these two 19th century sailors have since rcPoscc‘ at the
u.s. Army Central |dentification Laborator9 in Hawaii, where forensics cxperts
have been asscssing DNA samplcs and other cvidence in hopcs of dctcrmim’ng the
men's identitics. |t is known that four officers and 12 enlisted scamen died when the
(nion Monitor floundered during a ga'c while bcing towed to the Carolinas on New
Ycar's Evc 1862. but which two these might be has baffled scholars and

investigators.

T hat the remains were found in the turrct has been of little “CIP' 'Nobody
should have been in there,® said Monitor Sanctuary Managcr John broadwatcr.
'Whilc it was under tow, that would have been a real rough Placc to be. It would have
been wet, and up high, so you would have been tossed around....there would have been

no rcason for anybodg to be up there and Probablg nobody wanted to be.*

The epic March 9,1862, battle between the Monitor and the Confederate
ironclad CSS Virsinia - the first clash between iron-sided wars}lips - changcd the
coursc oF naval ‘\istorﬂ. Thc s|ugf¢st between the two Forcrunncrs o‘: the modern
warshiP ended in a draw, as the Virginia was Prcvcntcd from takins any further action
against the (Union b'ockading flect.

by year's end it was decided that the stcamer Khodc |sland would tow the
Monitor to Carolina ports for use against Conpcc‘cratc vessels there. A ferocious
galc struck the ships Passing Capc Hatteras on the Outcr Banl(s. Ta‘(ing on water,
the Monitor rcqucstcd that the Khoclc ls'and send boats to take off the 60-some crew
mcmbcrs, but not all could be rescued. Thc last anyonc aboard the K"lodc lslancl saw
of the ironclad was the ceric 5|ow of the red lantern that had been affixed to the

Monitor's mast.

Tl’:c wreck of the Monitor was not found until 1974, somec 240 feet below the
surface. In 2002, the turret was brougl\t to the surface and then taken ashore as an
emergency mcasure to prevent further deterioration. Thc skeletal remains were

'...according to

discovered almost immcdiatcly after the turrct was brousht ashore.
the forensics folks in Hawaii, we did get some Fair|y gooc] DNA which gives us some
information but not so much as we ‘\opcd for,® rcportccl broadwatcr. One of the
guys still had his boots on and a number of brass buttons were recovered which may

hclP narrow the identification process.
Oncc the Navg gets the report said Retired Army |t Col Johnnic Webb,

the rca”y hard part bcgins. 'Tl’lcy have to find a maternal relative of onc of the sailors
and make a DNA match with a blood samplc,' he said.

We thank Charlic Jorgcnscn for forwara’ing this story.

The Battle Still Kagcs

This land preservation
updatc will l‘righlight lands that
l"oavc bccn 5avcd and Ian(:ls
where efforts are cither
unc‘crway or ongoing.

Civil War Frcscrvation T rust
has efforts undcrway to save
128 acres at [Five Forks, 620
acres at Sailor’s Creek, and 71
acres at -APPomattox. A“ of
these locations in Virgim’a hclP
to tell the story of Lcc’s retreat
during the Appomattox
Campaign of 1865. T hatis a
total of 819 acres with a Pricc
tag of $584 per acre.

(Central Virginia Battleficlds

Trust has rcccnt'y saved 140

acres at the site of the 1st day’s
Fighting at Chancellorsville.
T his land was saved bg the
cooperation of Clivil War
Preservation Trust, T ricord
Homcs, and the Spotsylvania
County Board of SuPcrvisors.
This effort Prcvcntcd the 2000-
home Dogwood Dcvc|opmcnt.
[riends of the National
% at Gcttysburg has

rcccntly secured two Parccls of

historica”g significant land.

Thc arcels are 80.3% acres on
BlacEHorsc Fikc and 9.% acres

west of the Round Tops, both
formerl Privatclg owned.

T hese ~?anc]s are within the
6000-acre boundaries of the
Gcttysburg National Mi'itary
Park. APProximatc|3 20% of the
land within these boundaries is
still Privatcly owned.

The Prcscrvation Fight
continues with time running out.
Dcvc'opcrs are snatcl’ring up
historica”ﬂ signiFicant lands at
high Priccs makir\g this battle an
cxPcnsivc one. Once this land
is gone, it is lost forever. Bg
2010, Probably all of the
remaining lands that should be
saved will be gone.

Your contributions now to
organizations like the 3 listed
above are very much needed.

Tom



MEMBEKﬁHIF FORM - Mcmbcrship yecar is from Januarg to December

Please bcgin/rcncw my mcmbcrship in the San Joaquin Va"cg Civil War Round T able
___INDIVIDUAL/TAMILY membership - $25.00
STUDENT membershipor NEWSLE T TERONLY -$12.50

+$5.00 of cach membership gocs toward CIVIL WAR BAT TLEFICLD PRESERVATION

Namc

Fhonc E_-mail

Address

Bring this membership form and your check to our next monthly meetin
Z P Y | 328

ormail it to our .. Pox below:

SanJaoquin Valle
CivilWar Round Taglc
FODBox5695
Fresno CA 93755

Ho-Chunk bag USA37




