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by Rev. Amy Overton-Harris

As you may well know, there are common themes for the teachings and
life of Jesus. One of the first ways we get to know Jesus of Nazareth is
that he is “lowly of Spirit.” It is an odd turn of phrase, but I read it to be
“humble.” Born in a stable, rode on a donkey kind of humble. It is a kind
of spirit that always puts others first.
I am struck by the gentleness of Jesus. Sometimes I feel thrown off by the
word gentleness in our modern usage. Sometimes the connotation of
gentle is something akin to quiet, mellow, delicate, spineless, and yet in my
view of the life of Jesus, I see his gentleness in including everyone, in endless outreach to those in need. Tenderness and compassion were his
signature.
And, at the same time, Jesus spoke his mind about issues of justice and
offered new life to every person and creature. He relentlessly spoke of
peace and community, and while doing so he never elevated himself above
others, but came alongside others and lifted them.
Jesus shared harsh words about those who claimed to be leaders of the
people. Always on the side of the downtrodden, the left out, the lost, he
did not mince words when it came to leaders who put themselves first at
the expense of others. He was clear about his calling and true to his
mission. And as Brian McLaren reminds us in his book We Make the Road
by Walking, God is not setting up some kind of forgiveness market where
only the elite prosper, but indeed building a whole forgiveness economy
that includes everyone.
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Pray for and act to save our
planet.
Prayers for Karen Walker
and her family on the death
of her brother.
Ongoing prayers for good
health for Myron Carpenter
Linda Budilowski, prayers for
good health.
Lorie Beyers as she heads off
to a new job after Easter.
Love and support for
LGBTQ+.
Hannah Gitt as she trains a
new service dog.
Prayers for Cindy Gotlib as
she recovers from shoulder
surgery.

Continued

Jesus committed his life to nonviolence. My guess is that he
could clearly see the futile nature of “kill or be killed” and the
lifetimes of revenge that followed. Do unto others as you
would have them do to you is the key to our calling.
As we continue our journey toward Easter, don’t be fooled by
“religious talk,” it can be empty and condescending and
excluding. What really counts is living the example of Jesus.

Did we miss a prayer joy or concern
for you??? Let us know and we can
send out an email on your behalf!

2

Holy Week
PALM PROCESSIONAL
Sunday, April 14
10:00 a.m.
All kids (and kids at heart)
are invited to join in the
Palm Processional at the
start of worship on April 14.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Sunday, April 14
following worship
Younger children will participate in a fun
Easter Egg Hunt following worship on
Palm Sunday, April 14. If you would like to
donate small items (small wrapped candy,
stickers, toys, etc., that fit into the eggs),
please bring them to church. We will fill
the eggs after worship on Sunday, April 7.
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FELLOWSHIP AND GROUP DISCUSSIONS
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A few examples:

McMenamins
Fred Meyer, Safeway
See’s Candy
Starbucks coffee
Panera Bread & Cafe

$25 card
$50 card
$19 card
$25 card
$10 card

=
=
=
=
=

$3.00 donation
$2.00 donation
$1.90 donation
$1.50 donation
$0.80 donation

Remember you can also buy Scrip gift cards for:

Easter
Mother’s Day
Family Promise
Food for the Byrom Elementary children backpacks
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