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This is one of those weeks when it’s hard to know what to do or where to go with the scripture reading.  It’s only two short sections in two different chapters about David becoming King.  There is a lot of story around it that is not read and not very pleasant!  David becomes king because the past king, Saul has died.  David was anointed as king many years before as a teenager when he was a shepherd, but only now at age 30 actually becomes the king.  He is also grieving for he has served Saul for a long time, and loved Saul’s son Jonathon who has also died with his father in battle.  His road to kingship is not simple though because Saul’s reign was oppressive to the people and he was jealous of David, trying to have him killed.  After Saul’s death, one of his son had claimed the throne.  Those loyal to David on their own initiative, killed Ishbaal, Saul’s son while he slept.  David was upset at this at this senseless killing.  Then all the elders came together, recognizing they are of the same bone and flesh, acknowledging it was David who led them out of the oppressive reign of Saul.  They reconcile and make a covenant together with David for peace in the kingdom.   If only so many of our leaders in the world would recognize that we are all of the same bone and flesh, and end their fighting! 

David is seen as the shepherd of the people, Israel, a role he would have known well.  A shepherd cares for their sheep and keeps them safe.  A shepherd does not lord their power over the sheep.  Through invoking God’s naming of David as King and as a shepherd, God teaches the people about how a leader should be.  One who takes care of the people and protects them.  How many leaders do you know who do this?

Once David becomes King he takes Jerusalem and establishes it as the capital of Israel and then, the text tells us he asks God if he should attack the Philistines.  God is said to reply that the Philistines will be given to him.  So he defeats them and reclaims the ark of the covenant, the container that holds the ten commandments and is a symbol of the presence of God.   David brings the Ark to Jerusalem, with great celebration, and he dances.  This is the second part of the reading.  

An important message in this story, is that God is with David as a leader, in spite of his flaws.  As Nichole Torbitzky shares in the site Spirituality for Real Life: 
The text tells us that God is with David, regardless that David is far from perfect.  Even though he is undoubtedly violent, at times impulsive and self-serving, God remains with David.  Figures like David and Jacob have always given me hope. God does not abandon these fallible and sometimes downright sinful men.  David’s story offers me the hope that in my fallibility and sin God will not give up on me either.

…God will not give up on any us.  In the grace from God that kick-starts each moment into existence, God is there offering us the best possible for our situation.  Regardless of one’s response for the good or the ill, God will be there in the next moment to once again offer us a way forward, a way toward the good.  Even when I fail miserably, God will not abandon me. Even when I succeed brilliantly, God will not let me stagnate but will call me on to the next best-possible.  The love of God is inescapable and perfectly reliable. God is steady and present regardless of my defeat or triumph. God was with David, and God is with each of us.
That is something to be thankful for and celebrate.

And David knew how to celebrate.  The Ark of the Covenant is brought into Jerusalem and there was such celebration that David danced and led in the dancing, wearing very little, without shame, honouring and glorifying God.  It was a celebration because the Ark had been lost to the Israelites for many years after the Philistines stole it, but now it is returning and coming into the newly claimed capital for Israel.  It is a time of great joy and celebration.  There is also the celebration of David becoming King, and this is the moment David and the community celebrates in thanksgiving to God.  And so David Danced!

What do you celebrate that makes you want to dance?  I invite you to turn to your neighbours and share with each other, what do you praise God for or celebrate that makes you want to dance?  

When we celebrate, we are filled with love and joy and so we dance (maybe even just in our hearts).  There is much to celebrate in our lives. 
When we come together as a community to address to a financial crisis, and raise $38,000 in less than six months,  it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we have a community dinner like one this past week where more and more people keep coming, and there is enough for all, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When our leaders take a Saturday, yesterday to put in a hard days work and make an action plan for the Faith Story recommendations, outlining our strategy for the next three years, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we hear of or have a successful surgery or recovery from cancer or other illness, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we have a marriage or birth in our family or other family milestones, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we feel the love and support for family and community during tough times, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we have more than 10 attending regularly our craft-study program, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we hear stories of resilience and hope from indigenous folk at the ICF gala Friday night, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When we see families returning for baptism, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When I hear more and more people are finding the prayer services online helpful and meaningful, and sometimes see 10 people watching live, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
When someone says yes to being a house group leader, knowing we still could use three more and a Coordinator, it is still something to celebrate.  And so we dance!
[bookmark: _GoBack]When we receive a donation from someone participating in craft Sunday who doesn’t come Sunday mornings, it is something to celebrate.  And so we dance!

May we continue to name that which we celebrate of God’s action and presence in our lives and keep on dancing!
	

