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LWVIL LEADS THE WINNER’S CIRCLE!
Join Us in the Winner’s Circle was
the theme of the annual State of the
State event, held on September 29
this year at the Arlington International
Racecourse. It celebrated women
in politics and government with a
panel of women active in Illinois
government, a call to action for the
November election and continuing
engagement of women in politics
and government in Illinois and the
nation.
At a time of divisive partisan politics
at the national level and years
of budget stalemate and frustration at the state level, LWVIL is
stepping up with a campaign to get out the vote and the launch
of the IllinoisVoterGuide.org, a website to tell voters who will be
on their ballot and introduce the experience and positions of the
candidates. Speakers reminded the enthusiastic attendees of
the near one hundred years of league commitment to educating
voters and maintaining civil discourse and responsible citizenship, a
requirement for the preservation of our democracy.
Sheila Simon, former Lieutenant Governor of Illinois, impressed
listeners with personal reminiscences of her time in Springfield,
working to improve education, the redistricting process and
ethics in state government. She set the theme of increasing the
number of women in government at all levels, reinforced and
reiterated by the panel of women office holders that followed: State

Representative Elaine Nekritz (DRet.), State Representative Beth
Coulson (R-Ret.), State Senator
Karen McConnaughay (R-Ret.) and
Deerfield Mayor Harriet Rosenthal
(non-partisan). All the speakers
urged the audience to run for office,
encourage friends and colleagues
to run for office, get more women in
government at every level and get
more accomplished to strengthen
our society. They made reference
to the Year of the Woman that
characterized the election of 1992
after the Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill
clash at a Judiciary Committee hearing and called for a new Year of
the Woman electing more women to office in 2018.
President Bonnie Cox described the highlights of LWVIL work this
year hosting the LWVUS convention, pushing the Illinois legislature
to ratify the ERA and supporting a growing effort to replace the
Electoral College. She also introduced Audra Wilson as the new
Executive Director of LWVIL, bringing years of experience in the
Illinois political scene to her new position.
This weekend event reflected a creative redesign of the annual State
of the State Fundraiser held for years as a mid-day lunch in the Loop.
It reflected the dedication, valuable commitments and warm spirit of
the Illinois League and its support for all of us in Evanston.
— Betty Hayford, November 2018

LWVIL LEADERS ENGAGE LWVE
On October 30, LWVIL President Bonnie Cox and Board Member
Paula Lawson presented LWVE with an overview of the role of the
Issues Committee within the LWVIL and commitment to connect
members with legislators and effect change in Illinois. The Issues
Committee includes 25 members from all over the state who assemble
information on a number of specific issues to inform members and
influence legislation. In recent years League members have advocated
in Springfield on fair maps, fair taxation, criminal justice reforms and
passage of the ERA which was achieved last spring.
As well as clarifying issues and identifying needed change, LWVIL
works with other organizations in coalitions to draw on expertise
and mobilize support. The Issues Committee coordinates local
league meetings with state legislators every year to learn about their
interests and encourage them to support League positions. They
mobilize league members to contact legislators through regular
TFAs (Time For Action) and organize lobbying days in Springfield.
The drive to move the redistricting process from a partisan legislative
body to an independent commission reflects how the League works in

coalitions with other groups and evolves to meet changing conditions.
The League is working with a broad group of partners to push our
representatives to change the process through legislation (after being
thwarted by narrow court rulings). Broad support has been won in the
state Senate, while lobbying continues in the state House.
President Bonnie Cox celebrated the impending 100th anniversary
of the League and efforts of state and national leagues to engage in
the hard work of preserving non-partisan environments in the current
contentious political environment. The commitment to empower
voters is reflected in the focus locally and nationally to inform
voters about the views of candidates, in candidate forums and the
Illinois Voter Guide. In addition to Illinois-focused issues, LWVIL is
energetically studying and promoting ending the Electoral College.
Evanston League members are encouraged to read the LWVIL
newsletters, respond to TFAs and consider joining one of the active
Issues Committee working groups that are providing opportunities
to bring about positive change.
— Betty Hayford, November 2018
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Dear Colleagues,
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In this past month we have borne witness to and
participated in democracy in action! We want to
thank all of you for your help and commitment to
registering and educating voters as we carry out
the mission of the League to empower voters and
defend democracy.

www.lwve.org
2018-2019 ELECTED OFFICERS
Co-Presidents
Casey Christensen & Julianne Dieterich

In Evanston we saw a record turnout of nearly 67
percent! This is a phenomenal number for a mid-term election and up nearly 39
percent from the 2014 mid-term. We’re sure that our work along with that of our
fellow VPAC members played a part in this achievement.

VP Voter Service Jennifer Lee O’Neil

After taking a deep breath and perhaps a little time off, our work continues. As
we look toward a new year, one of Ted Kennedy’s quotes comes to mind: “The
work goes on, the cause endures, the hope still lives and the dreams shall never

Observer Corps Facilitator Jessie Feldman

die.” He was speaking of the battle for universal health care but his words could
easily be applied to our work.
We hope to see all of you at our annual holiday party on Thursday, December 6.
(Details are included in this publication.)
In League,

Casey &Julianne

casey208@comcast.net
julianne.dieterich@gmail.com

Treasurer Betty Brugger
Secretary Cheryl Wollin
2018-2019 ELECTED DIRECTORS
Intercom Liaison Betty Hayford
Development Chair Karen Hunt
Membership Chair Kate Julian
Monthly Events Chair Joan Lakebrink
Communications Chair Cate Whitcomb
Members-at-Large
Ruth Belzer Gloria Callaci
Candice Dalrymple
2018-2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair Helen Gagel

NEW INTERCOM EDITOR
With this issue, Mark Tendam becomes Editor
of Intercom. The LWVE Board extends its
thanks to Helen Gagel for her exceptional
service as our Editor for the last 4 years, and
welcomes Mark to his new role.

Member Mary Keefe Kelly
OFF-BOARD APPOINTMENTS
Intercom Editor Mark Tendam
Office Coordinator Mary Morris
Webmaster Mary Lewis

THE INTERCOM
is the newsletter of the
League of Women Voters® of Evanston
Newsletter Design JulieWinsberg.com

MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

LIKE LWVE
ON FACEBOOK
2 League of Women Voters of Evanston

THE INTERCOM

LWVE’S VOTER SERVICE INITIATIVES FOR THE NOVEMBER ELECTION

Voter registration at Skokie Library: above left, from left, LWVE members and deputy registrars Nancy Hackney and Mary Kelly;
above right, from left, deputy registrar Shari Pergricht and first time voter Taral Tolati
—by Jennifer O’Neil

dates and mailed 60 “thank you for registering/remember to vote”
postcards.

In keeping with our mission to increase informed voter participation,
LWVE registered voters and provided voting information, convened
a forum on the two Evanston referendums and co-sponsored
candidate forums in preparation for the November 6 election.

At the Skokie Library, where the Evanston League alternated
weekends with deputy registrars sponsored by Niles Township, the
two organizations’ registrations included 17 naturalized citizens from
13 different countries.

Evanston League members worked with the Voter Participation
Action Coalition (VPAC) to register an estimated 400 voters leading
up to the November 6 election, in addition to voters who registered
at the Evanston City Clerk’s office. LWVE
Deputy Registrars completed 78 of the
new voter registrations.

With the encouragement of Evanston Mayor, Steve Hagerty, LWVE
sponsored a forum to explore perspectives on the two Evanstonspecific referendum questions on the
November 6 ballot. The forum was held
on Sunday, October 14 at Evanston
Township High School. The League’s goal
We are grateful for the time and energy
was to provide a platform for a fair and
of the following who volunteered for
civil discussion of key issues surrounding
one or more election season initiatives:
the referendums. About 75 people
voter registration, candidate forums
attended the forum and video was shared
or referendums forum.
afterward on LWVE’s website and through
Patricia Aaron
Maryjane & Phill Klein
social media.

Thank You!

Locations for our drive expanded this year
to include Evanston and Skokie Libraries,
Housing Authority of Cook County
properties, Connections for the Homeless
locations, several senior residential
buildings, Interfaith Action Hospitality
Center, Beth Emmet Soup Kitchen, Willard
House and Dar-us-Sunnah Mosque.
In addition to registering voters,
volunteers interacted with more than
150 individuals to confirm registration,
registration address, polling place location
and provide information and materials
about early voting, online registration,
election jobs, candidate forums and
resources to become better informed
about candidates and issues. They also
responded to questions about student
voting, identification requirements and
requirements for homeless individuals.
Volunteers distributed 1800 bookmarks
with voter information and important

Sue Brenner
Betty Brugger
Sue Calder
Gloria Callaci
Sue & Charlie Callison
Casey Christensen
Julianne Dieterich
Judy Elsass
Sonia Evenstad
Jessie Feldman
Nancy Hackney
Barbara Handler
Betty Hayford
Judy Hoffman
Kate Julian
Hilde Kaiser
Mary K Kelly

Deborah Lazar
Marianne Lembeck
Eileen Lowery
Katie Martin
Gay Menges
Katie O’Neil
Jennifer O’Neil
Shari Pergricht
Claire Regan
Reva Steinberg
Dorrie Lloyd Still
Joan Taylor
Karen Telser
Valerie Veneziano
Cate Whitcomb
Jody Wilson
Cheryl Wollin

The panel concerning the proposed
increase to the real estate transfer
tax featured Hitesh Desai, the City’s
Chief Financial Officer; Joe Roth, Local
Government Affiars Director with Illinois
REALTORS®; and Paula Worthington,
Senior Lecturer at the Harris School of
Public Policy, University of Chicago. A
second panel discussed the advisory
referendum supporting preservation of
the Harley Clarke Mansion. The panel
featured Brad White and Trish Stieglitz
supporting the referendum and two
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VOTER SERVICE INITIATIVES continued from page 3
speakers opposing the referendum, Amina DiMarco and Craig
McClure. Former LWVIL President Jan Flapan moderated.
Candidate forums were co-sponsored by the Evanston, Glenview/
Glencoe, Wilmette and Winnetka/Northbrook/Kenilworth Leagues
on Saturday, October 20, at the Wilmette Village Hall. More than
150 attended the forum for the U.S. 9th Congressional District and
an estimated 125 attended the forums for candidates for State
Representative Districts 17 and 18 and Cook County Board of
Commissioner Districts 13 and 14. The forums were video-taped and
made available on all of the area League websites.
Special thanks to Kate Julian for her participation with the regional
committee that planned and managed the candidate forums and to
Mary Kelly and Sue Callison for coordinating the voter registration
drive. Thanks are also due to the committee that planned the
referendums forum: Julianne Dieterich, Sue Calder, Jessie Feldman,
Betty Hayford and Cate Whitcomb.

Candidates for the U.S. Congressional District 9:
Jan Schakowsky (D) and John Elleson (R)

Candidates for Cook County Board of Commissioners
from left, Scott R. Britton (R), Larry Suffredin (D) (District 13); Gregg
Goslin (R), Scott R. Britton (D) (District 14)

Candidates for State Representative Illinois 17 (open seat):
Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz (D) and Peter Lee (R)

Referendum supporting preservation of the Harley Clarke Mansion:
from left, Craig McClure. Trish Stieglitz, Brad White, Amina DiMarco

Referendum to increase the real estate transfer tax:
from left, Hitesh Desai, Joe Roth, Paula Worthington
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REVISITING AND REVISIONING CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY
— by Helen Gagel

A VISIT TO THE EDMUND PETTUS BRIDGE
On a quiet Sunday afternoon
in Selma, Alabama, I crossed
the Edmund Pettus Bridge,
site of the March 7, 1965
“Bloody Sunday” police
riot that nearly took the
life of John Lewis, then
chairman of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), now
a Georgia Congressman.
Lewis was leading a march
for voting rights that ended
in chaos and bloodshed
as state troopers attacked
the marchers. Two weeks
later the march resumed
— with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. at the helm and
several thousand supporters
from across the nation. In
the meantime, President
Lyndon B. Johnson addressed the U.S. Congress, calling for passage
of the Voting Rights Act (which would happen in August) memorably
concluding with the phrase “and we shall overcome.” On my
September 30 visit, I noted a sign at the foot of the bridge calling on
people to register and vote. Sadly, many of the protections afforded
by the Voting Right Act have been swept away by a 2013 U.S. Supreme
Court decision (Shelby v. Holder). A new generation of activists has
come together in Alabama and elsewhere to fight a battle thought
won 50 years ago. Among the Alabama organizations are Vote or Die,
S.O.S. Movement for Justice and Democracy and Alabama New South
Coalition. The LWV has been party to lawsuits in several states seeking
to overturn barriers to voting enacted after the Supreme Court’s action.
The 2018 midterm elections illustrated the extraordinary efforts that are
now required to exercise the right to vote in the face of restrictions that
fall most heavily on people of color.

how mass incarceration is, in effect, enslavement of people of color.
(Recommended reading: The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander)
Nearby, the National Memorial for Peace and Justice memorializes
thousands of lynching victims. The names of those who are known
are engraved by county and state on 800 six-foot monuments in this
sacred place. Thousands more victims are unknown. Find out more at:
eji.org/national-lynching-memorial
NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM, Memphis, Tennessee. This
museum is housed in the former Lorraine Motel with its iconic sign
that looms over the site like a beacon — just as it did decades ago —
proclaiming safe lodging for people of color. The museum traces the
history of the movement with primary focus on Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. It shines the spotlight on the 1968 strike by black garbage workers
that brought Dr. King to Memphis. I had not been fully aware of the
abhorrent working conditions endured by these African-American men.
Especially striking was video of them hoisting laundry tubs full of putrid
garbage — which they had to transfer by hand from residents’ garbage
cans — on their heads and ferrying them to the garbage truck. This
was a Third-World image in 1968 America. Room 306 is preserved as
it was in April 1968 when Dr. King stayed there. It is an eerie momentin-time. Visitors take a somber shuffle through the viewing area (the
room itself is protected by a glass wall), moving in time, unprompted,
to Mahalia Jackson softly singing “Precious Lord,” Dr. King’s favorite
hymn. Tears flow as one looks across the street to the rooming-house
window from which came the fatal shot. In stark juxtaposition, visitors
can cross the street to the former boarding house and do the same
slow shuffle (without music) through the room occupied by the assassin,
James Earl Ray, and gaze at the balcony of Room 306 from his vantage
point. www.civilrightsmuseum.org/visit
These museums and other historic sites throughout the South constitute
a retelling of the history of slavery, the Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim
Crow and the civil rights movement, with careful attention to what
really happened, as opposed to the glossed-over versions of history as
taught in too many of our schools.

OTHER STOPS ON MY FIVE-DAY PILGRIMAGE TO SACRED SITES
OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT:
NATIONAL MEMORIAL FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE and the
LEGACY MUSEUM, Montgomery, Alabama. These companion sites
were created under the auspices of the Equal Justice Initiative headed
by Bryan Stevenson, who has to be one of the most brilliant thinkers
and doers of this era. The Legacy Museum chronicles the horrors of the
domestic slave trade and our post-Civil War history of both de facto
and de jure restrictions on civil rights, often carried out with violence.
The Legacy Museum brings this history up to the present day, showing
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THE ARTS: BUILDING BLOCKS OF
LIVABILITY IN EVANSTON

In Memoriam. . .

— by Betty Hayford

Pearl Rich

League members enjoy the arts
and were delighted to learn
about the work of Evanston’s
Cultural Arts Coordinator,
Jennifer Lasik, in her lunchtime
presentation on September
20. Lasik outlined the diverse
components of her job —
being a resource for artists and
creating a vision for the arts in
Evanston — while pointing out
how unusual it is for a city our
size to have a full-time official
focused on the arts.

1924 - 2018

She works to be a resource for artists in multiple ways: helping them
find work or display space, explaining how they can work with city
bureaucrats, pointing out sources for funds and helping them find
connections with the city, other artists or new audiences. She also
advises city staff in all departments how they might engage with the
arts — how artists can help them fulfill their major responsibility.
Lasik demonstrated boundless enthusiasm for her work and those
individuals and organizations working in the arts. She has no formal
training in the arts, but she has learned that listening is an essential
first step in addressing a problem and bringing people together
can benefit all. She enjoys meeting with outside organizations and
groups to encourage them to make the arts part of their lives.
She works with the City’s Arts Council, volunteers appointed by the
mayor, to encourage the involvement of citizens in the art. The Arts
Council allocates funds to artists, arts organizations and arts projects,
using both city and state funds. One heavily used City resource is the
Noyes Arts Center housing artist studios, theaters and classrooms
for youth and adults.
The audience was pleased to hear about the creation of a Public Art
interactive map on the city web site, enabling viewers to find and
identify the growing universe of public art around the city.
The audience concluded that Evanston is fortunate to have a city
position dedicated to supporting the arts, and to have Jennifer Lasik,
a most engaging and committed advocate, in the position.

Pearl moved to The Mather in Evanston
in 2012 to be near her daughter, Sue
Brenner, after living in New Jersey her
entire life. One of the very first things she
did was to join the League of Women
Voters. Pearl had been a member of the
League in New Jersey and during the
1950’s served as president. She used to
tell people that the very first time she flew in an airplane was to
attend the national convention on the west coast.
Pearl taught at Arts High School in Newark, New Jersey and then
at Scotch Plains Fanwood High School in Scotch Plains, New
Jersy until retiring in 1991. As a teacher, she made a profound
difference in the lives of her students and fellow teachers. She
was a role model for feminism, for women, for all her students.
She was the advisor for Junior Statesmen of America Club and
developed the first course in Women’s Studies. After retiring
from teaching, she taught ESL (English as a Second Language)
and these students became her friends as well.
She had strong views, was always happy to share them, but was
always willing to listen to others’ view. She remained curious,
wanting to learn new things throughout her life. While at The
Mather, Pearl was chair of the trip committee, exercised daily
and participated in “The New Yorker” magazine study group.
She loved to travel and learn about other cultures. She visited
France and Italy several times. They were favorite places, but
she also went to Russia, China, and Australia. She was never
one to be idle.
For the League she was a voter registrar, holiday package
wrapper (badly) and a timer for League debates. She enjoyed
the luncheons, especially those that discussed issues of the day
or election outcomes. She once said “I think participation in
the political life of a city is practically an obligation of a citizen,
but not one that is necessarily followed by a lot of people.”
Pearl died on August 29 at the age of 94. She will be greatly
missed.

IT’S A WRAP SESSION WITH LWVE FRIENDS! CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
Gift-wrapping season is almost here and the LWVE is again planning to wrap
books for customers of Evanston’s two book stores: Barnes & Noble and
Bookends and Beginnings. It’s a great opportunity to increase the League’s
visibility with kindness to harried holiday shoppers and FUN FOR US!
Our wrapping services are free of charge to book purchasers. A large
donation jar will be displayed prominently on the table. The stores will
provide the paper, tape, table and chairs. You can make your choice of dates
and shift times. We have 1&1/2 and 2 hour shifts and we’d like to have two
volunteers per shift.
If you would enjoy participating in this festive activity, please check the
schedule at right and contact Eileen Lowery at e.m.lowery1@gmail.com or
773-882-1637 to let her know which shift.

League of Women Voters of Evanston

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
Bookends and Beginnings
1712 Sherman Avenue (Alley)
Evanston
Noon - 1:30 PM
1:30 – 3:00 PM
3:00 - 5:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19
Barnes & Noble
1630 Sherman Avenue
Evanston
9:00 – 11:00 AM
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
1:00 – 3:00 PM
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UPCOMING EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26 - 7:00 PM
ABOLISHING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
Rosemary Heileman, LWVIL Issue Specialist, will present the case for
abolishing the electoral college. This has been an LWVUS position since 1970,
and was recently prioritized at the 2018 national convention.
Sponsored by LWV Chicago’s North Unit.
Sulzer Regional Library, 4455 N. Lincoln Avenue, Chicago
RSVP to League@lwvchicago.org or 312-939-5949.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 - 6:30-8:00 PM
LWVE HOLIDAY DRINKS & DIALOGUE
Members and friends of the League will gather for our annual holiday reception
at the home of Gretchen Livingston. See details below.
Additional information will be provided to members planning to attend.
RSVP to LWVE office by December 2.
Look for a special request for in-kind donations to the
Evanston/Northshore YWCA in this newsletter, online and in emails.

CONNECT. SHARE.
LEARN. ACCESS.
CELEBRATING 5 YEARS

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

2019
MONDAY, JANUARY 14 - 11:45 AM
LWVE LUNCHEON: POST-ELECTION REVIEW WITH JIM KENNEY
Jim Kenney, Executive Director of Common Ground, will discuss
implications of the midterm elections.
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
Fee: $20. RSVP to LWVE office by January 10.

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

SATURDAY, MARCH 2 - 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
LWVIL ISSUES BRIEFING
Save the date — details to be announced.

Unless otherwise indicated, please RSVP for events to
LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847.859.7883.
Updates at www.lwve.org click on Calendar.

LWVE HOLIDAY DRINKS & DIALOGUE
featuring a SIGNATURE COCKTAIL!
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:30 TO 8:00 PM.
Hosted by Gretchen Livingston and Jane Grover
Additional information will be provided to members planning to
attend. Please RSVP to LWVEvanston@gmail.com by December 2.
Please bring your in-kind donations of new and gently used
clothing to benefit the YWCA Evanston/Northshore through sale
at its Encore & More resale shop in Wilmette and full-size toiletries and household items for the YWCA’s women’s shelter. For
more information and a list of in-kind donations for the YWCA,
visit www.ywca-ens.org/in-kind

HELP EVANSTON
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
INTERCOM only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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