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Announcements
Prelude

“There is a Fountain” arr. by Gail Smith

Call to Worship

Heather Tower

Leader: In faithful love God gathers us together.
Enter this place without fear or dread.
People: We come with courage, for God is our shelter.
We come with confidence, for God is our shield.
Leader: Look to the heavens for inspiration and assurance.
Look around you, for God’s presence is everywhere.
People: We lift our eyes in hope, for God is our Savior.
We open our eyes, for God is our Light.
Leader: Let us seek the One who has made a covenant with us.
Let us rely on the One who gives life and grace.
People: We live in faith, for God is true.
We walk in trust, for God is steadfast.
*Hymn

We Gather Together
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*Gathering Prayer

Heather Tower

In this place our hearts take courage, faithful God. Your goodness is all around us. In your
presence our cares and trials are calmed. In this hour let us know the shelter of your loving
embrace. Remind us of who we are and whose we are. As we gather in community may we
care for one another as brothers and sisters. May the Spirit of Christ empower our
discipleship and lead us in your way. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 27

Heather Tower

This psalm expresses the central impulse of biblical religion- trust in God. It contains both extended
confessions of faith and resolute prayers for help. The two perspectives are intimately bound.
Without trust one does not turn to God for help; when one turns to God for help trust is strengthened
and deepened.

1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
2
When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall.
3
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident.
4
One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.
5
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.
6
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
7
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!
8
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do I seek.
9
Do not hide your face from me.
Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!
10
If my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will take me up.
11
Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
12
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they are breathing out violence.
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I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!

Luke 13:31-35

Rosemary Dawson

This passage, set while Jesus is journeying to the cross, contains both a warning and a lament. It
opens with the threat of Herod, which embodies the power of Rome, and points to Jesus’ death. In
response Jesus highlights his life and mission, which holds the power of God’s reign. He then turns
his attention to Jerusalem’s failed role and God’s unrelenting desire for his people to ‘return’ –
repent, be forgiven and find life in God’s embrace.
31

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to
kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today,
tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed
outside of Jerusalem.’
34
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
Special Music
Sermon

“When the Roll is Called Up Yonder”

James M. Black. Arr. Phillip Keveren

Sheltering Love

This week I had the task of taking my dog Tucker to the vet. It was not his favorite place to be. He was
fine in the car – road trips are always great. But it was a bit of a battle to get him through the door and
into the exam room. And once here was stuck there, this 65-pound pup suddenly wanted to be a lap
dog. He was, I think, looking for some sheltering love. And I so wanted to be there for him; it’s only
natural. We know that feeling, don’t we? We want to protect and care for those we love. And we know
those other feelings too – ‘no, I don’t want to’ and ‘please keep me safe’.
Jesus understood all those feelings too. He saw it in those who sought him out and in those who
resisted him. And he felt deeply that he wanted to ‘be there’ for all of them. That is always such a hard
place to be; seeing folks who so needed God’s sheltering love fighting it tooth and nail. You can hear
the pain in Jesus’ cry “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you murder the prophets and stone to death the
messengers that are sent to you! How often have I longed to gather your people around me like a hen
gathering her own brood together under her wings, but you would never have it.”
Jesus so wanted to offer God’s children the blessing they needed. You might even say Jesus was
‘hell-bent’ on loving us ‘no matter what’. Even as he is warned that Herod wants to kill him, it does
not deter Jesus’ intent. He looks his ‘informants’ in the eye and says “tell that fox, Herod, I have no
time for him right now. I’m busy driving out demons and healing the sick, for today and tomorrow.
And on the third day my mission will be completed.” In other words, Jesus’ life is given to embodying
the fullest depth of God’s love. He embraced lepers and tax-collectors, healed the suffering, restored
4

the outcast and welcomed the despised. He lived his call – bringing the good news of God’s healing,
sheltering, redeeming, restoring love to all, even to those who would reject it. And it broke his heart.
Jesus knew how, so often, the city God chose as his own, the people of God, rejected those who were
sent to them. The prophet’s role, their task, was for the express purpose of drawing them back into
right relationship with God. But God’s people could not, would not hear it. They even went so far as to
put them to death, in the name of God! Jesus knew that would be his fate too. Yet he pressed on – in
love – in order that the wide embrace of God’s love would encompass even death – and bring new life,
resurrection life, to all who sought the shelter of his grace.
Today, there are so many who need that love, from the people of Ukraine, to those in Florida and
Texas, and even here in town and in our church. Many people are seeking it out, for protection, for
justice, for hope, for life. And there are those who will not have it, rejecting its grace for themselves
and denying it to others. It is a painful reality and a hard battle. And in one way or another we all are
listeners to Jesus’ words, both their challenge and their mercy. It is up to us to recognize where we are,
and what we truly need. Simply put, whether we are willing or not, we need God’s sheltering love. And
we need that love, not just for our welfare, but for the world; so we can follow Christ in offering others
the tangible expressions of God’s good news, to bring healing and hope, restoration and peace, and yes
love, to those who also are in need.
God’s love is there for us always, when people gladly receive our support and when people foolishly,
blindly turn away, and even hurt us and others. God’s sheltering love is our support and our guide.
Are we willing to be gathered under its feathery wings? Amen.
*Hymn

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Gracious God, we praise you and thank you for your faithful, embracing love. We thank you that
you continually reach out to us in grace, and care for us in our needs. We thank you for Jesus
Christ, who came to reveal your heart to us and for your Spirit who guides us in the way of love.
And so we come today seeking all we need to live out the fullness of your good will.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May we always recognize the invitation to rest
in your open arms, and may this be a place where your love known and shared, with one another
and with all our neighbors. We pray as well for all are entrusted with the care of this world. Grant
our leaders the strength and courage they need to follow your call to love, justice and peace, so that
all the world may know the fullness of your blessings. We pray especially for all who are suffering
today. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the mourning, and your aid to the needy. We
lift up before you the needs of … and we thank you for your goodness to…
We praise you, Wondrous God, for the depth of your love for us, through Jesus Christ who taught us
to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
God love is unfathomable in its depth and persistence. We have received an abundance of his riches
and the fullness of his caring presence. God would have us share his blessing with all who are in
need, and encourage the faith of all who are hungry for salvation. Let us dedicate our gifts in faith.
O God, we thank you for your faithful care and unfailing mercy to us. We present our offerings as
expressions of our praise, and as tokens of our commitment to you. Use our gifts and our lives to
gather earth’s children in your loving embrace, that all may dwell in safety and know your abundant
goodness. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
*Benediction
* Benediction
Go now into the world
And may the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ.
2 Thessalonians 3:5
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“I Surrender All”

Winfield S. Weeden. Arr. By Gail Smith.

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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