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VFW Announces New Logo 
The new VFW logo and visual language embraces the organizationΩs storied 119 years 
of service to AmericaΩs veterans, service members and their families, while underscor-
ing its forward-thinking approach to service and distinguished membership base. The 
VFW believes the new logo will improve market position and provide visual clarity to 
its mission. άWeΩre excited about the bold, new look,έ said B.J. Lawrence, national 
commander of the VFW. άThereΩs a lot of complex meaning built into our new logo, 
yet it clearly communicates who we are and what weΩre about – service to nation 
while in the military and continuing service to our nation as veterans.έ 

mailto:vfwrodeopost@fairpoint.net
mailto:vfwrodeopost@fairpoint.net


 

2 

Featured in This Issue:                              

VFW new Logoééé........é..é.1         

Contentséééé.ééééé..é2                

Commanderôs Corner..éé...éé.2 

In Memory oféééééééé...2          

Action Corp Update.é...éé.é....3-4 

Chaplains Cornerééééé.é....5 

VFW Auxiliary/Contactséé.........6 

Calendar ééééééé...é.é..7 

C o m m a n d e rôs  C o r n e r 

        

 In Memoriam:                                      
George H.W. Bush President, Navy          
Veteran, VFW  Life Member 

Like many wartime pilots, Lt. j.g. George H.W. Bush 
named his airplane after a girl back home. But he had to call 
it "Barbara III," since he lost his first two planes ð one 
during training and one to enemy fire.  That's how danger-
ous flying was in World War II. There were 16 pilots in 
George H.W. Bush's squadron, according to retired Adm. 
Samuel Cox, director of Naval History and Heritage Com-
mand. "Half of them were killed or captured before the end 
of the war," Cox said.                                                          
He flew the TBM ñAvengerò, a carrier based torpedo/ 
bomber which had a three-man crew. His target on Sept. 2, 
1944, was a Japanese radio transmitter on the island of Chi-
chi Jima.                                                                              
His plane was hit as he began his run into the target but he 
stayed with it until he dropped his bombs. Out over the wa-
ter, Mr. Bush told his crew to bail out.                               
ñThe Japanese came out after him. Some fighters from the 
flight were able to strafe the Japanese boats and keep them 
away during the four hours that Bush was actually in the 
water," Cox said. A U.S. submarine got to him before the 
Japanese could. A 20-year-old George H.W. Bush spent 30 
days on that submarine thinking, as he later told the author 
James Bradley, "Later, I learned that neither Jack Delaney 
nor Ted White had survived. One went down with the 
plane; the other was seen jumping but his parachute failed 
to open.ò Bush has been quoted as saying ñI think about 
White and Delaney every dayò                                                    
George H. W. Bush was one of eight VFW members who 
have become U.S. Presidents. 

We are changing the newsletter to a two-
month format. Being elected as District 7 
Commander along with Department of 
Washington responsibilities and other com-
munity involvements have become over-
whelming. I have been putting the news-
letter together for many years and my wife 
Cindy has very faithfully doing the editing 
and Auxiliary News. More input from mem-
bers would help to make this a monthly 
newsletter again in the future.                                                                                                                                        
Many thanks to the 15 students that sub-
mitted Patriot Pen Essays from Thorp School 
District. First and Second place winners will 
receive monitory rewards and Certificates. 
All other will receive letters of participation.  

±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 

The Vietnam Veterans of America is working to 

form a Chapter of their organization in the 

Kittitas Valley. If you are a member, or would 

like to be a member, and are interested in hav-

ing a chapter in our local area, please contact 

me at 509-899-0498. Currently, have a list of 17 

VVA member in the area and 5 others that are 

interested. We need 25 minimum to form a 

chapter.  

Larry Baker was the 
Commander and  
leader that made eve-
rything possible for 
Post 683 being at itΩs 
current home as it is 
today. We and all 
members of this post 
are forever thankful 
for his leadership in 
doing what needed to 
be done. We will miss 
Larry. May he rest in 
peace at a home with 
everlasting joy and 
comfort.  
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1. Secretary of Defense Resigns: Secretary of Defense 
James Mattis announced yesterday that he will be step-
ping down from his position at the end of February. His 
resignation comes in the wake of an announcement by 
the administration to completely withdraw U.S. forces 
from Syria, and to reduce troop numbers in Afghanistan 
by approximately half. άSecretary Mattis, who received 
the VFWΩs Dwight D. Eisenhower Award in 2015, has en-
sured AmericaΩs military remains the best, that our intel-
ligence resources remain clear-eyed, and that our elected 
officials hear the unvarnished truth,έ said VFW National 
Commander B.J. Lawrence. άIn his short, two year hitch 
at the Pentagon, he's restored military readiness, built a 
more lethal force, changed the departmentΩs business 
practices to get more bang for the buck, strengthened 
overseas alliances, and took care of our troops and their 
families. This great American made things happen, and 
on behalf of the entire VFW family, I salute him for his 
near five decades of dedicated service to our nation.                                                                                                                                                       
2. Utah Senator Stops Blue Water Navy Bill: An objection 
by Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) to passing H.R. 299, the Blue 
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2018, by unanimous 
consent on the Senate floor Wednesday has effectively 
doomed any chance of the bill being passed in the 115th 
Congress. Lee now joins Sen. Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.), who 
objected last week due to the billΩs overall cost. LeeΩs ob-
jection was because he wants to wait and see more suffi-
cient evidence. άWe donΩt need more sick veterans to 
prove sufficient evidence,έ said VFW National Command-

er B.J. Lawrence. άAgent Orange made Vietnam veterans 
sick, and science agrees that there isnΩt any reason to 
treat so-called Blue Water Navy veterans any different 
than their peers who served ashore or on the inland wa-
terways of Vietnam,έ he said. άWhat both senators have 
done is fail thousands of veterans — many of whom re-
side in their home states. Their obstruction to this billΩs 
passage forsakes our nationΩs promise to take care of 
those who were injured or made ill due to their military 
service. Their objections put cost above faithful and hon-
orable service. The VFW is again calling on all members 
and advocates to demand that the Senate pass H.R. 299 
before the end of the year. Make your voices heard.                                                                          
3. Blue Water Navy Bill Press Conference: The VFW 
showed up in force to a Blue Water Navy Bill press con-
ference in the Cannon House Office Building yesterday. 
House VA Committee Chairman Dr. Phil Roe (R-Tenn.) 
and incoming Chairman Mark Takano (D-Calif.) hosted 
the bipartisan event to urge the Senate to pass H.R. 299, 
The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act 2018, which 
the House passed unanimously 382-0 back in June, has 
been held up twice in the Senate over the past two 
weeks by Sen. Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.) and Sen. Mike Lee (R-
Utah), who either objected to the billΩs cost or wanted to 
wait for more sufficient evidence. VFW Legislative Direc-
tor Carlos Fuentes said, άIf America canΩt afford to take 
care of her veterans, then America should quit creating 
us.έ                                                                                              
4. End of 115th Congress Legislative Roundup: While the 
Senate failed to pass the VFW supported Blue Water Na-
vy Vietnam Veterans Act, Congress was able to send sev-
eral VFW supported bills to the president before it con-
cluded the 115th Congress. This includes S. 2248, a minia-
ture omnibus package, which improves programs for 
homelessness veterans, transition assistance, veteran-
owned small businesses, student veterans, and also in-
cludes the SIT-REP Act, which would protect student vet-
erans from penalties due to delayed GI Bill payments.                                               
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Congress also passed the VFW-supported S. 3777, Forev-

er GI Bill Housing Payment Fulfillment Act of 2018, which 

will require VA to set up a team to plan and schedule 

dates for when student veterans who were impacted by 

GI Bill payment problems will receive their corrected 

housing payments. The VFW is also glad Congress passed 

S. 3661, which requires DOD to conduct a program to 

commemorate the 75th Anniversary of WWII and sup-

port programs sponsored by veterans organizations and 

local governments, and S. 2679, Veterans Small Business 

Enhancement Act, which enables veteran-owned small 

businesses to participate in the Federal Surplus Property 

Donation Program. All bills that were not passed this year 

must be re-introduced in the 116th Congress. The VFW 

applauds efforts of the 115th Congress to improve the 

quality of life of veterans, service members, and their 

families and survivors. More than two dozen VFW-

supported bills have been enacted into law over the past 

two years, or are awaiting the presidentΩs signature. 

Among them are: the Forever GI Bill, which removes the 

15-year use-or-lose window for veterans discharged after 

January 2013, grants full eligibility to all Purple Heart re-

cipients, adds additional months of eligibility for veterans 

pursuing STEM (science, technology, engineering and 

math) degrees, and restores benefits to veterans whose 

schools abruptly closed. The VA MISSION Act expands 

caregiver benefits to pre-9/11 veterans, consolidates ac-

cess to private sector doctors into one simplified and im-

proved program. The VA MISSION Act also improves the 

VAΩs ability to hire and retain high quality health care 

professionals, and established a process to evaluate and 

improve VA facilities across the country. The Veterans 

Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act 

improves accountability at the VA and protects the rights 

of whistleblowers. The Veterans Appeals Improvement 

and Modernization Act ensures veterans receive faster 

decisions on their claims appeals, easier to understand 

rating decisions, new claims resolution options at VA Re-

gional Offices, and hiring more staff to oversee claims ap-

peals. The VFW will work to make certain its 2019 Legisla-

tive Priority Goals are reflected in bills that are reintro-

duced and passed in the 116th Congress.                    5. 

Secretary of VA Testifies on State of VA: On Wednesday, 

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie testified before a join hearing 

of the Senate and House Committees on VeteransΩ 

Affairs. The VFW thanks Secretary Wilkie for reaffirming 

that VA will make whole all veterans who were impacted 

by issues with the implementation of the Forever GI Bill. 

He also discussed how VA health care has improved in 

recent years and responded to recent stories regarding 

Veterans Choice Program spending, mishandling of the 

caregiver program, and suicide prevention. The hearing 

focused on implementation of the landmark and VFW-

supported VA MISSION Act of 2018. Members of the 

committees and the VFWΩs written statement expressed 

concerns with VAΩs lack of transparency, which can im-

pede its ability to ensure veterans have timely access to 

the high-quality care they have earned.                                                                                         

6. Temporary Moratorium on Discharges Issued for the 

Caregiver Program: In response to the high number of 

veterans being wrongfully discharged from the Program 

of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers, 

known as the Caregiver Program, VA has announced it 

will temporarily halt discharges and decreases in level for 

current enrollees. Veterans are still able to apply and 

those wishing to leave the program may continue to do 

so.                                                                                                                          

7. Survey Shows Increased Trust from Veterans in VA 

Hospitals: Between fall 2017 and September 2018, VA 

surveyed more than 1.6 million veterans regarding their 

trust of VA health care. Eighty-six percent of veterans in-

dicated they trust VA, which is a 2.4 percent increase. 

Veterans expressed a concerns with access to specialty 

care, lack of parking and long wait times to receive medi-

cations.                                                                                                                     

8. DPAA Year in Review: This past week, the Defense 

POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) released its annual 

report which provides an overview of the past yearΩs ac-

complishments and missions. In FY18, the agency ac-

counted for 203 formerly missing service members, 

which is the highest yearly total reached to date, and 

made substantial progress in identifying remains who 

were previously accounted for as a part of group burials. 

Broken down by conflict, 10 were accounted for from the 

Vietnam War, 37 from the Korean War, and 156 from 

World War II.  
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  Submission.                                
Many wives hate male headship in the fam-
ily. Many children are natural rebels. Men 
too find submitting difficult. ñObedienceò 
is not an easy thing, but critical to families 
and armies. All organizations must be un-
der control to be come efficient and effec-
tive. News headlines are full of terrible ex-
ploits of rebels against society doing horri-
ble things.  Rebellion is almost epidemic. 
Innocent people dying, trigger increasing 
gun control and other burdensome regula-
tions in an attempt to build a better more 
reliable societal safety net. Nothing seems 
to work. Character issues challenge us in 
an age that rejects submission to authority. 
Does the Bible say anything about increas-
ing ñlawlessness?ò or a quest for peace and 
safety?  Yes! Yet most ignore biblical 
prophecy, or they would know we are near 
the end of time.                                      
ñEvil is waxing worse and worseé.ò So 
believers must get a hold of the blessing of 
being ñsubmitted,ò to reap the benefits of 
Godôs protection plan.                             
We find ñsubmissionò or ñsubject toò 20 
times, and 17 times throughout scripture. It 
is a fascinating, eye opening biblical study. 
Speaking of the brilliant young Jesus: 
ñAnd he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them...ò 
Luke 2:51 tells us of his three-day adven-
ture before his parents discovered his ab-
sence from the village caravan.  Following 
this word through the Bible canôt be done 
in 400 words. Or I would do it with you. 
We all must submit. Some we submit to are 
not kind. I Timothy 3: 11-14 is a very con-
troversial passage in the Bible; but it is the 
word of God. Feminists dismiss this as the 
ranting of a woman hater. We canôt pick      

and choose what portions of scripture to 
obey and overlook. ñAll scripture is given 
by inspiration of God...ò II Timothy 3:16. 
What about men under submission? Jesus 
at his first coming submitted to parents, 
and to the will of his Heavenly Father. 
Leaders expect submission. ñFor I also am 
a man under authority having under me 
soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he 
goeth: and to another, Come, and he 
cometh:... Luke 7:8  The Bible goes on to 
tell us this man asked for help and re-
ceived, having great faith. Life is difficult. 
But God requires submission for our good.  
Properly submit and enjoy Godôs benefits. 
Psalm 103:2-5 gives believers some of the 
benefits of godly submission.                                                                            
 

                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dave Winecoff       
www.waragoodwarfare.com  

C H A P L A I N ' S  C O R N E R 

Dave
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VFW AUXILIARY OFFICERS  

2018-2019 

Cindy Ness, President 

Amanda Jaquins, Senior Vice President 

Paulette Rivera, Junior Vice President 

Joy Silva, Secretary 

Debbie Evans, Treasurer  

Kristina Magruder, Conductress & Guard 

Amanda Jaquins, Chaplain 

Kristina Magruder, 3-Year Trustee 

Roberta Whaley, 2-Year Trustee 

Linda Hopper, 1-Year Trustee 

VFW Auxiliary News   

Our monthly meeting day is the first 

Thursday of each month, with our 

next meetings are January 3 and Feb-

ruary 7, 2019.  The meeting starts at 

7:00 p.m. Potluck is at 6:00 p.m. See 

you then! 

We have decided to make a difficult decision regarding the 
monthly newsletter. We will be doing a bi-monthly publication 
instead of monthly, which will allow more time for other responsi-
bilities. We encourage you to submit ideas and articles for this 
newsletter and hope that we will be able to someday put out a 
monthly newsletter once again. 

Mid-Winter Convention is geographically very close to us this 
year as it is being held in Yakima on January 11-12. This provides 
an excellent opportunity to see how we celebrate the winners of 
Patriotõs Pen, Voice of Democracy and Youth Essay. Please take 
the time to attend and support our winners! 

 Cindy Ness, President 

  

t!¢wLh¢L/ Lb{¢w¦/¢hw /hwb9w 

Alfred Winkel, MD 

My great uncle served in WWI as a medical doctor. I donôt 
know too much about him, but I am very glad to have his 
McClellan Army saddle and treasure it. I even still have the 
saddle bags and horse hair cinch!  

I do know he ended up in the State of Washington after the 
war and was the physician at the hospital in the town of Kit-
titas (yes-there was a hospital in Kittitas!). He lived across 
the street from the hospital in a house shaped like a barn 
off of Patrick Avenue, where the Carneys currently live.  

His interest shifted to ear, nose and throat maladies and he 
eventually retired in the Seattle area, after having lived on 
Camano Island for a time. A few of his WWI treasures were 
donated to a museum on Camano Island, including his med-
ical bag and his engraved pocket watch he received as a 
graduation gift from medical school.  

Cindy Winkel Ness 

 

IŀǇǇȅ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΗ 
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