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Love in the Church
By M.D.

I recently had someone who wanted to discuss with me the love that should be in Jesus Chiist's church, My acquaintance
said o me, “There is no unity of love in the church of Jesus Christ today, as there was with the early Apostles.” We are all
told, “Without fove the church cannot grow and the Holy Spint of God cannot have room to show Himsedf in the church,” |
thought, certainly there is room for much improvement within the church in this realm.

The conversation really got me thinking deeply in my mind. So, 1 got out my Sword, my concordance, my Bible dictionary
and my Greek-English Lexicon of the Mew Testament and dove in! My thoughts were all questions abaut love first off.
What is meant by ‘unity of love'? Does this mean a unity based on love for the Lord? Or a unity based on a mutual love
between brothers and sisters in the local congregation? Or is it a general love for mankind that would cement the church
together by a commeon cause? Or does this love include all of these things?

And what is love? Is it a fleshly desire (Epithumeo or Porneernia)? Or is it an emation, brotherly love (Philadelphia)? Or is it
a godiy love = a love like that of God (Agapee)? Is it a love thal is passive, compliant, and permissive? Or is it a love
founded upon inflexible principles? IS it a love based on Man's concepls; or is it a love founded upon the examples and
precepls of God?

Does love dictate different levels of actions towards different onas? Or does it dictate exactly the same level of perfor-
mance toward all, in haaven and on earth? Does it forbid punitive corraction and compel only benign platitudes?

The Living Word says, “Behold, therefore, the kindness and severity of God ..." (Romans 11:12) And to know of a
certainty that kind of SEVERE, He is always the God of love. Let us understand completely that love is not at inane and
silly refusal to admit what is wicked, nor a defense of wrong actions on some pseudo-benevolent impulse, neither a con-
tinued giving which is styled charity o those who refuse to work or wihio use the gift wronglully. God's Agapee was still in
force when the Spirit wrote by the hand of Paul. “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:70)

The love of the Bible is God-like love, Agapee. This is the love prompted by esteem and veneration (for God primarily) and
exercised 1o the glory of our Lord. It is a pure, non-self-seeking love after the example of Jesus Christ, who died even for
His enemies, if they return from their enmity,

It is not a sentimental love, Agapea is a love tampered with compassion but founded upon justice, Itis a love thal may
sorrow over the sinner but will never condone nor defend nor cover the sin. It is the love by which God so loved the world
that he gave His only begotten Son; Yet it is the same love by which also, "He will punish those who do not krow God
and do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. " (2 Thessafonians 1:8) 1t is a love that permits the child of God no
sentimental attachment for the world or the things of the world. (2 Corinthians 2:12) For such attachment precludes the
love of God as found here in James 4:4, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wanis to be a frfend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”
And 1 John 2:15 tells us, “Do not love this warld nor the things it affers you, for when you love the world, you do
not have the love of the Father in you.”

Within the church, love is of two kinds = Agapee and Philadelphia: The non-emolional Agapee is based on a knowledge of
our clese relationship as children of God; And the emotional Philadelphia which, based on our self-knowledge of our own
unworthiness, promplis us to accord our brothers and sisters precedence before curselves in everything. We rejoice with
them in their blessings because of a humble love that precludes jealousy and rivalry between brothers and sisters, and is
truly a tender, emotional attachment.

When Jesus was asked aboul the greatest commandment, He said that it is o love God; and next below that is to love
mankind, Let's look at Matthew 22:37-38, “Jesus replied, "o momsd favs O Level proorr Gzl il sl roer feeed, el
e s, Sou sl prooy mall, TG G e (e s freasd sonnreseaiuEt " et within that love for mankind there
are different levels of prionty. The immediate family claims highest precedence as we read hera in 7 Timathy 5:8, “But
those who won't care for their relatives, especially those in their own household, have denfed the true faith. Such
people are worse than vnbalievers.” The church family follows immediately after this, for we are commanded (o put our
Christian brothers and sisters even before curselves, as here in Galatians 5:13, “For you have been called to live in
freadom, my brothers, and sisters. But don't use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your
freedom o serve one anatherin fove,”

Let's read Matthew 5:43-46 logether, T ks hesrs! Ohe fony dhed s, Tawe e mafiiiier oo hols praar cosmps
G [ ety (v proarr cooaninad (Frary dor Ghass wibs Pocsscnis ook Ty Mt e, pow ol be scdtuy o3 dus elhiihem o
oy (P i M. Foe Ge gt Gl somitspid 62 Sadh @ el sl (e g, ame’ e sk o am e fred sl
s o ST, (F pran (s ity (s eethiod Janes poein, ol ser o Qe (B s (Shio) Ernruped M ellaedes i
e anoeth, ® What Jesus is saying here is, love those outside the church, even personal enemies, those who have fallen
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away, and the very most vile and vicious criminals, Love them for their souls for that is the basis of Matthew 28:79-20,
Tilbarsierd, Mo ad il ditaliiis el ol dhs miinns, Sdppietng Qhdah 6 i oirhe G Gbe [Foiber aidl b S fd
@ Ml S Teea @hoop oeer dirdzie dr albtay o Te comomands [ fevs ghe e Aol be sors of i feom
eetith preay dlhenps, GuEm 0D (he and af the faoe™

We cannot legislate love within the church. Neither can we eliminate from the church all those who do not show the proper
love.

We must remember three things:

1) Be sure to remove the beam from our own eyas before we attempt to remove the speck from our brother or sister's

eya, as Jesus stated in Luke 6:47-42, S0 eellyy srietly S0t 6 Spealt B9 prear (iEnas apts wlie oo e & feg &
e e ety Gam s Qi o sepdling, Tieme] (20 o halle peor el o aff e sypaals o e g, il fey eanf
SaE Eoe the kg o poar ek &e? Mbpoariied Fired gt oy o Ghe by & oo G g Tha poe el Sas walll
cobamgh (9 el el e apsall i poor dleeds e

2) Listen 1o what Jesus said in the parable of the weeds, in Matthew 13:24-29, *Te Minpdam of Heaven s e e

(e el i g S o (s RE, S dhot miphs oo G wnrlsrs Sy, (0 CRdmy Sl Lo iy
e ATy i e, (e sl aeseps Bl s crmrm g G0 grevy srod Fredtoes grein, T el o
g TThe Ermodr s wrErlrErs: vl o Mo S sof], 280, e M wlbers pi S g g Sk 42 ol e eesksd
Uil el Sy eoane (P Ym ey e dRoe MEE T frmer casEtmed. Sy e mol et e ey
ey sl TEy* (e repites], Yrentll operaet the wilea I ey dn To aveid harming the pious, the impious are not
wiested from the church until Jesus comes to judge the church.

3) To continually keep before the church the dirg waming concerning love that is contained in 1 Corinthians 13, "If |
could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. i | had the gift of prophecy, and if | understood all of God's secret plans and possessed all
knowledge, and if | had such faith that | could move mountains, but didn’t love others, | wouwld be nothing. If ]
gave everything [ have o the poor and even sacrificed my body, | could boast about it; but if | didhn’t lowve others, |
would have gained nothing. Love is patlent and kind. Love Is nof jealous or boastiul or proud or rude. It does not
demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injus-
tice but rejoices whenever the truth wins outl. Love never gives up, never foses faith, is always hopeful, and
endures through every circumstance. Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will
become usaeless. But love will last forever! Now our knowledge is partial and incomplate, and even the gift of
prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will
become useless. When [ was a child, | spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when | grew up, | put away
childish things. Now we see things imperfectly, Iike puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see every-
thing with perfect clarity. Al that | know now is partial and incomplete, but then | will know everything completely,
Just as God now knows me completely.” As we can see here in Scriplure, the lack of true love nullifies every good thing
thal one does!

The final judgement of the world will be based on the individuals love, Many who have b2en members of churches — vocal
advocates of the Lord = will be lost, condemned while still eryving out their own exploils in the Lord's name.

Here's what Jesus Himself, in Mafthew 25:37-46, has to say about this matter, =m0 wibar Uhe Sem e i esmes 1o Mie
Eierng Sl &l he argyEis wilh R, dbem (i vl & apan RS gledsre Greee, A7 T oalisns wdl B oodbered I R
(PR, S [E celll Sgmarans O el £ 5 sbiplesy) sqdrains Uod e Poag 4 feads, Fie ol ploes 0he
St ol s ot ool emal @ greats o0 (e R Than dhe g wdl sy 2 (heas an Me oy, Toms, e olhs ae
Oftasaad by Ry Foibes folbart dhe Mgt mreEarsd (o i Bt Ohe sosaden o (s caoll Fer [ wds beogeys s
ey Oel? (e, v A ool peay Erovs 005 & el evns & slrarges o e bredize? Be bote proor Seme. §ons
OCradl, Ao pria (e (8 elmidiftag. Jeehs el and pow efred (for 0. 0 weos &0 pefeda), e e eisiieg 1. 1Thse
e oty pibt e s wellll e Toowe] weltvern T v ooy srn Wy Bengryy soeed Qe Weanr? Sy ibety sl e o
SempeThg o drteled O & st fodl sfhaey T DSl G aaled sod gitee T afadbingr? bl i we ever
SeE Ve Sl ar o priee Sl elst! Voo Sad (e (g ol Sipe T ol pe (e ey, e pe 4l 0 G aoe o W
(enst e Thaes My Bradiers sod afeinrs, M wErs a7 oo FiE Them She Fe wil tom 06 (o e The IE0 end
Seing, ey b B, MEY EUrEGE SRS, TP M0 EORTET (R RrRrared iy dhD digdl el (IS Qe (R eds
[herergnrne, Sooel pomdn Gl Rl 00, [ (ol ol predy alelo? give (e & obfinlk, [oms & elemgeg sl ey olste
(nat®s [t 00 pria (Reband, (F vomher milrea], Srd pdon aliEnt ™ it I et [ e el and! i Erise, ond e diEs
edialt e e Moesy ol vepls Nerd, wien o we cver 566 Yoo bongry ar (htedr or e sterger oF oetnd ar sl or
o e, ol med als TWerF Ao K ol sooseees, T ael o @b ik, edben o reieed o ey @he st e fhaos

continued on page 9...
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THIS IS THE COMFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDPING TO His
WiLL. HE HEARS Us. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wrager Wequeats

I have a small prayer request that God may continue to bless and keep all of vou safe and covid free. The units here are getting the
virus under control. | am just working and exercising, staying fit as | can. | was a little down over the past couple of weeks, this time
of year is not good for me, my mom passed away October 14, 2015, and her birthday is Movember 4th, then you have the holidays
right around the comer. Butl have gotten a lot better especially since | have learmned to trust and follow in the Father and call on
Hirmn in my times of distress. Please pray for me to get through this crucial time, thanks ... R.G.

Enow this, vou all are always in my pravers. As | have had my fair share of struggles, | always know that when | turn to our Father
those struggles will be a stepping stone leading me closer to the Lutd.__@htm::r:- for (Shrist family, as long as you put your faith
in the Lord you will abways be successful in all your endeavors. Even when it doesn't look like it on the surface, His plan always
prevails. In His time, not necessarily when we want it AMENT ... B.5.

May the Lord be with you all. Here we are under *modified program’ There is no church, library, school, and visits (only through
videa). Gavin Newsom doesnt want anyone here in California enjoving themselves. Thanks for everything vou have been daing,
rmy lovely people. I'm asking for prayer - The church neads to stop all the activism. | have seen Christians on the secular and Chris-
tian channels ighting for prison reform, universal health care, distribution of wealth and for illegals. We need to take care of the
orphans and widows. And we also need to take care of the truly poor people ... AL

Fire up the presses on this onel! My father was diagnosed with throat cancer. I'm sorry to say! He's lostover 21 pounds and can't
eator drink. They put a stint in his throat so that he's able to eat and drink. | need you to get my dad on the prayer list and get the
prayer warriors in action. Not to mention | am not completely confident in his salvation. | need to be sure my father’s salvation is
secure. I'm praying for his healing of course and I'm confident my brother is doing 21l he can to be sure he's taken care of medically.
But I'm more concerned with what's going on with him spintually and Fm upset wath mysell Torwaiting this long to do all this. | am
writing you 1o intercede on his behalf, as well as my brother who | know is not saved. | need to get on top of this issue with all my
family memibers including miv two sons. Just 1o be sure I've done my part and that they all know and understand the gospel of
Jesus Christ and that it is only through Him and His shed blood that they will see the gates of heaven and enter the kingdom of
% God...M.D.

Weaise Revorts

I ove (345 - your ministry is beautiful. My love is contagious, Sociely is so broken, and | hurt over it. | suppose that is pure com-
passion. Praise the Lord! Heavenly Father, Lord Jesus, and Holy Spirit, we came to you to bless you to bless Your Name in our praise
and worship. You are the King of kings and you are the Lord of lords. The only true living Godl Our Rock and our Counselor. We
lowe You; You are the greatest of all ever. We come to You in agreement with a petition and this patition is covered in scarlet and
becauss of vaur Blood, Jesus. Your Blood allows this patition to be fragrant and sweat smelling before Daddy that He will hear our
praver but not just hear but listen and act on it in His time, Providing it in His Will will cause Him to be honored and glorified Him
over and over and over again through eternity. He is warthy of glory, henor, and praite. Honor, glory, and praise that will go
bevond ctemity and all because of love, So simply even a simple man = single minded like me can understand it Lord, it is written
that we are reconciled, we are reconciled because of Your love. We praise You and worship You and that Your will be done on earth
a5 it is in heaven by your angels. God Bless you; | praise Him every day ... K.Z.

I'vie got to tell you God has given me favor while being here in prison, When | came into prison, | was a mess with 50 much weight,
It was like a weight around my neck holding me to the bottom of the dark ocean. Today, six years later, | can say that I may not be
out of the water, but now | can see the sunshining. Last vear | got divorced and that cut a weight off me. | had two counties after
me for child support. Then last year one of them got hold of me to let me know that account was closed, with zéro balance, They

had been on me for a good 20 plus vears. Last manth | wrote to the other county and offered them a lump sum of 52000, and they

accepbed it. That case was 597, 000! Even though they said | could handle it when | was released, | said "HECE NOC It wiped my
retention out, but | sent that check out [ast week. Today, | really do believe that God does have a wonderful plan for me. And not
only has some enormous weight been lifted, P on my way up. Prison has seriously been not only a blessing, but ve got a brand-
new start. 'm super excited about what the future holds ... T.L

Well, I'm just getting ready to get out of here, for the last time. I'm NOT coming back again; this will be my last time! | need to say
thank vou for finding me and sending the nevwsletters out to me. I'm happy for your 15-year-odd ministry? | think that is cool too.
I'm doing okay, just waiting out my last 97 days ... C.F.

I'want to thank God! After getting sentenced to nearly 3 centuries (297 years), | will appear before the Board at the end of 2023 ...
Halledujah! ... A,
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Committed and Strengthened
By R.C.

These past 3 years | have committed and strengthened up my own relationship, to live out the rest of my life for God in
Christ as well. Your latest articles "God's Word |5 Seed™ has had a profound affect on me and resonates with me because
I understand the many layers of truth of what’s being illustrated through my spiritual eyes. Your newslellers help encour-
age me and my growih.

ST S0 G SR (Earas: £ e, Eees 0k e aiasar, searebing for maed, Son im0 s feis, Heere, 7
wlilcerornraitfelpescaalile s elf cambas afefeatirnn st it e i s gtena et el S Es wep ilaeifn o cd seantie
igtspratiindsiseesiforiients gt slmoreleviftianbis e I anaithdpdailfe it el sosula dfhiveli e nafa s ol an
[REREED 45 ErEs il dhen BaErn® (Luke 11:24-26) | can relate to these Verses, because every time | got out of jail or
prison this is exactly what happenead to me, after Iiving my life without Jesus Christ. There definitely a spirtual battle going
on in our minds to rule over our lives.

“No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as | have been with Moses, | will be with
you; | will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the
farnd which I swore o their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous,; be careful 1o do according
to all the faw which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you
may have success wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, 50 that you may be careful to do according to alf that is written in if; for then you will
make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and coura-
geous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:5-9) | lova
the beginning of these Verses! His words are powerful and pretty much giving us a promise and blessing.

I'll conclude with this Scripture, as it tells the whole truth, *5ta Tie Sefares s, Temais de ool e S S alnng,
L g CEra o e (P e (e (L0 i carf (eaEh ™ (Matthew 4:4)

A Second Chance
By C.C.G.

Thanks to all of you there at the Swercomers for Ghrist | can give God a praise fo His glory and testify to others whenever
the Spirit prompts me to.

I came down in 2020 and | have on paper until 2031. God bless, for in this ime | have been given ‘A Second Chance'.
Thank You God! A second chance at sobriety and love, real love. I'm talking about that unconditional all-important love for
God, my nelghbor and mysell. Honestly, when | came back to prison, | was not very happy el alone loving towards mysel
or others, that included God. Honestly though, all three are the same and you are not truly loving unconditionally until you
realize that. God is the Creator and a part of the created (us) for His Holy Spirt lives in us all.

I have come to the conclusion that once | remembered God is on the judgement seat and it is His burden alone, a weight
has been lifted off of me. Even though | am not perfect at it yet, | am through His grace and by His Holy Spirit, overcoming
my judgmental ways of my past just by letting God be God and me simply being me. That last part is hard tod because |
have not been me in 50 keng. Far oo long | have been worried about fitting in' and what didn't fit in with my version of
myself. My new advice, if | may, “Learn to love yourselves unconditionally and in deing 5o, you'll learn to love God
and others."

Al first, none of this is easy by any means becauwsa of the doubt, lack of faith and self-worth. S0, when these, among other
things creep into your subconscious trying to tell you you're not worthy, remember, “He who endured such things from
sinners” and that you ARE the rightecusness of God in Christ Jesus]

FEemember these lamenting words of Jeremiah, in Lamentation 3:58, "0 Lord, You have pleaded the case for my
soul; You have redeemed my life.", as truths of your own, God as pleaded the case for all of our souls and has
redeemed all of our lives by the loving sacnfice of Christ Jesus! First Timothy 1:15 ensures us, "This is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”
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And in saying that also remember what Jesus said, in John 8:7, 1505 lie 5 el Sl ST e, G0 D iy £
sfEe & ar e Allow God His burden to be His, the judgement seat.

Leam to love unconditionally, First Timothy 4:4-5 afthrms this, “For every crealure of God is good, and nothing i5 (o
be refused if it Is received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctiffed by the Word of God and prayer.™ In context | know
this last Verse is speaking about food, but in life isn't everything spirtual food Lo leam from. Revelation 21.7 reads, "He
who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will be hisfher God and he/she shall be My sonvdaughter. Therefore
gird up the foins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is fo be brouglht to you at
the revelation of Jesus Chrisi; as obedient chifdren, nof conforming yourselves o the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; but as He who called you Is holy, vou also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, Be holy,
for | am holy.” (1 Peter 1:13-16) And further down the page, in 1 Peter 1:22-25, “Since you have purified your souls
in obaying the truth through the Spint in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the Word of God which lives
and abides forever, because ‘All flesh is as grass, And alf the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass
withers, And its flower falls away, But the Word of the Lord endures foraver.™

Remember this - In Christ we ARE Shercomers for (Shrist! AND lo overcome this world as Christ did, we must leam the
truth and love MUST be unconditional!

Holy Spirit Writing
By J.L.

I'm finding myself touched by the April 2022 newsletter, just upon opening it | see beautiful senvice, even the litthe guys
and gals in these helping cut leaming young 1o serve God. As | see you all there in the piclures, being there for us prepar-
ing the newsletters and cards/fetters, we see you doing them. | picture myself there next to a family being of service
wherever I'd be privileged o do 0. Then, that sermon about prayer and Ihe power of the Holy Spint ... Wowl! This
sermon was thought about a lot and when | was in the shower it hit me the hardest.

In the sermaon, there you all spoke of "speaking in tongues’, then a verse popped into my mind that upon finishing my
shower | looked up the exact place that verse was — Galatians 6:6, “Those who are taught the word of God should
provide for their teachers, sharing all good things with them.” So, it came to me how we are sharing with our
teachers, each other. Life is full of lassons as our Eible teaches us, ba it good outcomes or more uncolorful ones, ones
that bring about longer courses along our path, still we are constantly learning.

S0, I've come to the conclusion, not only is it possible 1o receive God's Holy Spirnit power (o speak in tongues, but also o
write in tongues. I'm not sure about but | write different than | speak. On paper, it's as though the pen just goes. In an old
college creative writing course, the instructor told us that when we wirile it's best to just write as the words flow out without
Crossing stull out or erasing because that's the truth.

I just wish to thank you for being a part of a lovely plan, my life. In Jeremiah 29:771, God speaks of His plan that's hopeful
and lasting because He speaks of a future. My course wasnt peachy and my dad wenl through lols of it with me and so
it's nice 10 be able to have him now able to share these newslatters with me. I've been sending them to him because |
hope he gets touched to read words about him that | 'wrole o you. This is proof of progress in my spiritual walk with Christ
Jesus as well as a young girl able to hold words and teachings from a man who did his very best to lead me to my Savior,

| sent him the [ast newsletter and | wish to share with you how incredible it is. It's not about puffing myseilf up, bul how
writing in fongues has hit along a path God intended or it wouldn't have reached you, then me, then dad, then his Bible
study class he teaches, and then all the way to North Carolina where he shares a Bible study with my aunts. One of my
dad's letters is the Bible study he taught where (Wwercomer for Ghrist is mentioned and then another letter that talked about
hope and a futurel! All | can find words to say 1o God is ... Thank Youll And to you all for being 50 available, obedient, and
real.
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Soots Bible Study

Ezekiel 14:12-17:24

If we push God aside for anything, even education;iz mihf, v:amar or pleasure, we are abandoning Him in the same way
Jerusalermn abandoned God by seeking all ith'pa ns and adopting their customs, (16:1)

As you become wise and more mature, don't tum awa { the.One who truly loves you. (16:15)

It's easy to judge and condemn Sodo amible sexualsins. Ezekiel reminded Judah, however, that
Sc—dﬂm Was dﬁﬁh‘ﬂfﬂd because nl it '-j:_ Iazmv&s.s ny; E,I'Id unconcesn for the poor and needy. It is easy [0 be selec-

Enchicin 1 cor Sum horrible SIS as adultery. homosexuality, stealing, and murder,
we may think we are living good Enmgh lives. But u.'ha't ahnul gins I'E'F:‘ﬁ pride, [aziness, gluttony, and indifference 1o the
needy? Thase sins may not be as shocking 5 the others, but tl‘lwm also forbidden by God. (16:49)

.' their hope inforeign alliances, they are disappointed.
dar shoot, The! Messiah, whose Kingdom would grow
is mpha:y was fulfilled and the coming of Jesus

Only God could give them true hope. God &
and bacoma a shalter for all who com .T”’n {
Christ. (17:22-23)

Hebrews 7:18-8:13

Salvation comes through Christ, whos 2 sacrif rgivenass for our sins. Being athical, working diligently to help
others, and giving to charitable causes are all com : i
with God. Thar‘msab-&ttarhupﬂ {? 718-189

I‘Hﬂn. we find that serving G-n-d is our greatest joy. (8:10)

Psalms 106:13-31

In the wildemess, the Israelites were so intent on gelting the food and water i
God wanted. They were more concemed about immediate physical gratification than lasting spiritual satisfaction. They did
not want what was best for them, and they refused to trust in'God's care and provision. See Numbers 11:18-53. If you

complain enough, God may give you what you ask for, even if it is not the best for you. If you're not getting what you wanl,

wanted that they became blind to what

perhaps God knows it is nol in your best inlerest. Trust in His care and provision. (106:73-15)
Proverbs 27:7-9
Those who are full or have everything do not appreciate t thg:.r have, whll-a thase who are hungry or have nothing,

anything is good. (27:7) - .__.._NH

e “Foot” Notes

Hey ya'll, 50 just recently | received a
meaning one who would withoul ques
ariste, one needs a handler 1o wral

So, the card had a request to rep ace _
of a seemingly short deadline kind of a shored
HaHall =

The point is that after setting down | only had to rely on and trustin Ged to accomplish this request.

In life we tend to stress before we look over the wl when you take it to God, He's got your back. Ya!!
Just buckle down and get it donel Nuff saidl!

Love to ya'll short and tall ... Vaya con Diosl!

sider lo be one of my ‘handlers’. Handler
ould | wander astray. Being a free ranging

Nat were mispiaced. No problem, but the addition
g@-range artiste does not work well under deadlines.
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Love in the Church by M.D. ~Sorlinued from page 4
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Aswe can see from Jesus' comments above, those who feel they have never dong anything worlhy of the Lord's notice
will be saved purely because their unsung actions of love. Paul encourages us in Philippians 2:12, “Work hard to show
the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear.” There i5 often such a thin line betweean
actions of love and exploits of vanity that each of us must work out in our own Salvation with fear and trembling. Each of
us must daily bear this concern: 1S this for the Lord and others; or is it in all honesty, only for myself?

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love [Agapee).” (1 Corinthians
13:13) These things you may teach and proclaim with all urgency, for where there is no love, there is no hope.

May the Living Word Bible Church and the entire Shoercomers for (hrist family live out the love of Christ, in Spirit and in
truth!

Give Your Worry to God
By Rick Warren

“Don't worry about anything."” - Philippians 4:6 (NLT)
Work doasn’t keep you up at night; worry does.

In the Bible, God gives clear direction about the role wonry should play in your life. Philippians 4:6 says, "Don’l worry
about anything.™ (MLT)

Why do you need 1o let go of your worry?
Worry is unreasonable, Here are 3 couple of reasons why that's true, First, worry exaggerates the problem. Have you
noticed that, if somebody says something bad aboul you, the more you think about if, the bigger it gels? Second, wormy

doesn't work, To worry about something you can't change is useless, And to worry about something you can change is a
waste of ime; just go change it!

Worry is unnatural. Mo one is a born worrier. You might think vou are, but you're nol. Worry is something you learned.
Since worry is unnatural, its also unhealthy, Your body wasn't designed to handle worry, When people say, "I'm wonied
sick,” they're lelling the truth. Doctors say that a lot of people could leave the hospilal woday if they knew how to get nd of

guilt, resentrment, and wormy.
Froverbs 14:30 says, "A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body.” (MLT)

Warry is unhelpful, Worry cannot change the past, and worry cannot control the future, All it does is mess up today, The
only thing that worry changes is you. It makes you miserable! It's never solved a problem.

Worry is unnecessary. God made yvou, he created you, he saved you, and he pul his Spirit in you. Don't you think he's
going to take care of your needs? There's no need to worry.

Want to learn to better manage your stress? A great first step is to refuse to worry about anything. Why? Because worry is
unreasonable, unnatural, unhelpful, and unnecassary.

The Bible says, “You can throw the whole weight of your anxieties wpon Him, for you are His personal concern.”™
(1 Peter 5:T)

God personally cares about you and for your needs. So, what should you do with all those things yvou're stressed,
anxious, and wormied about? Let them go. Give them to God,

Talk It Over
= What does your current state of worry say about how much you trust God?
= What are you womed about right new? What can you do to change the situation or to let the worny go?
= In what practical ways can you “throw the whole weight of your anxieties” on God?

| Shwercomers: for (vt RO, Boy 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Orvercomer's '(Sestimonies

| am 35 years old and I'm writing you from a California Stale Prison, Unfortunately, | landed in this predicament due 1o
some poor decisions | made involving drugs and guns. Fortunately, 1 am only semving a T2-month sentence, which | should
be released within the next 2 years,

Let me explain how | came acress your information. I'm here in the "SHU and ended up getting celled with a man with a
life sentence that used 1o ride with a certain motoreycle club, He axplained 1o me that you too were a biker and that you
asked God into your life and now you are a man of God. Anyways, he happens to get your newsletter and he shared it
with me. 1 liked what | read so he told me o write bo you and ask Lo be put on the monthly mailing list.

| have been a believer most of my life. However, | can’l say that | walked as one for a lof of it because the Lord knows I've
strayed, Even at that, the Lord always draws me back to Him, Sadly enough, this takes place after | come back to prison
and get sober. Some people call this place, ‘God's hotel' but | don't know that | agree with that. On the other hand, | sure
do gel closer o the Lord while I'm in here. While I'm here | read His Word, | pray, and it strengthens my relationship more
and more every go around. Truth be told 1 want this to be my last go arund.

I'm sick of this being a repealing cycle inmy Iife. | ruly want 1o make the necessary changes/cholces 1o stay out of here. |
understand that a big part of those cholcas has 10 do with me keeping my eyes on the Lord and putting Him first place in
my life and then He will help me build my [ife around that. 1 ownomy part that's a big hurdle, but with the Lord it's all
possible,

| guess I'm trying to honestly seek any and all the suppor systems | can. | know that | need good trustwarthy Christian
people in my Iife. | don't want to live that old life anymore. | truly believe that the Lord put me in this cell with this particular
man 52 that | would run acress your newsletter and get me motivated (o find out mere about you and your church.

| will currently be releasing to Washington, but | do have a child down there in Phoenix. | will most likely be locating down
there after that, | saw in your newsletter thal your church locations are there in that area so that might be a good fit for me.,

I went to Anzona in 2012 and started my life over there. | was there for a few years, and | succeeded. In fact, | probabily
did the best I've ever done in my entire life, | had a good job, was working, | was clean and sober, | was beaing respon-
sible. Mot to blame anyvone else but I'd brought a girl down there with me and we ended up having a bad breakup. Every-
thirg from thera fall apart. | endad up moving back o Washington, and long story shor, | ended back herg in prison again.

Sinca then, | really feel ke the Lord's been putting it in my heart and on my mind (o come back (o Arizona and start all
over again there, But this ime | don’t believe He wanis me to be in any other relationship accept the one with Him. This
weay, with Him | can work more onme and pick up the pieces of my life to gel back on the right path. I'want o be able fo
be a good father to my children and just be a better man in general, | do know that God is the key to all of this being
accomplished. - P.K.

Christion Canedy

Innkeeper: The room is $15 a night, It's $5 if you make your own bed,
Guest: I'll make my own bed.
Innkeeper. Good, I'll get you some nails and wood.

Quels (oilly

“Lel's make one resolution ihis year: to anchor ourselves fo God's grace.”

Chuck Swindell - an evangelical Christian pastor, author, educator, and radio preacher. He founded Insight for Living,
headquartered in Frisco, Texas, which airs a radio program of the same name on more than 2,000 stations arcund the
world in 15 languages. He is currently senior pastor at Stonebriar Community Church, in Frisco, Texas.
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Fult FACTS

January 5th - In 1933, construction began on the Golden Gate Bridge in 5an Francisco Bay.

January Sth - In 1957, U5, President Dwight D, Eisenhower announced that the United States would intervene militarily and eco-
nomically at the request of other nations in response to the spread of communism,

January 5th - In 2005, the dwarf planet Eris was discovered.,
Januwary 19th = In 1977, snow foll in Miami, Florida, for the anly time in recorded histon.
January 19th - In 2006, NASA launched the New Horizons space probe to study the dwarf planet Pluto.

January 23rd - In 1944, the Detroit Red Wings set a record for the most one-sided hockey game by beating the New York Rangers
15-0.

January 26th - In 1950, the Indian Constitution went into effect, marking the birth of the Republic of India.
January 26th = In 2015, Libby Lane became the first woman to be appointed as a bishop by the Church of England.
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ATTENTION ATTENTION Editor's Note ATTENTION ATTENTION

Hello everyone! We have been working with Andrew Wommack Ministries, Charis Bible College, to have their books and
Inmate Bible Study (IBS by mail) available to ALL of you that are currently incarcerated. The request was finally
approved! This is FREE of charge! Each month when you write they will ship your reqguested book, FREE!

To oblain Ihese matenals in either English or Spanish you simply need 1o wnle: Andrew Wommack Ministries - P.O.
Box 3333 Colorado Springs, CO 80934-3333 and begin to grow even deeper in your relationship with the Lord. Get
started today, vour walk will never be the same!

e — _;,F'-."‘ - e ——

Living Word Bible Church Locations
Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AZ 85213  Ahwalukee - 14647 3. 50th 31 #165 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scoftsdale - 8551 E, Anderson Dr, #105 Scollsdale, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilbert Rd, Gilbert, AZ 85296
Phoenix - 3525 W. Lewis Ave., Phoenix, AZ 55000 Espaiiol Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd., Mesa, AZ 85213

—_ﬁ_a:q}mtz—————

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the Shreemers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the mema section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 35080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call orwrite Wade Anderson,

Shrcomers for (Shrist ®.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Little January
By Winifred C. Marshall
(1761=1839) = A writer who was born in Mewark, England. The youngest daughter of John Marshall, scion of
a family of distinction though not wealthy. She was educated in the classics, and at an early age demon-
sirated a literary talent, writing stores and poems.

Litie: January
Tapped al my door today
And said, "Put on your winter wraps,
And come outdoors to play.®

Litlle January
Is always full of fun;
Today we coasted down the hill,
Lintil the set of sun.

Litihe January
Wil stay a month with me
And we will have such jolly imes
Just come-along and see.

Help us ba beller stewards by sending your change of address when you move o help redece umnecessany wasie and gxpense
EDITORIAL Wade “Duck™ Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
Shercemers for (irist a Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
v ivingwordonling.org  jasonivingword gmail.com
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