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Tawa Rugby Football Club  

Weekly News  19 April  2016 
 
A very sad moment in New Zealand Rugby with the passing of Kurtis Haiu. Far too young and leaving a wife and two 
young daughters. Kurtis had been in the New Zealand Under 19 and the Under 21 Representative sides. There was no 
reason to believe his talent, skill, ability and natural playing aggression was not going to take Kurtis all the way. It was 
very apt that the Blues should win their Game on Saturday night in memory of Kurtis. Our thoughts go out to the 
Family at this time.  
 
A couple of interesting matches at the Fortress on Saturday afternoon. HOBM turned up in numbers with players and 
supporters. The Reserve game did not exactly go to plan, but still showed great potential as to what ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ capable of. 
 
The Premiers?? The hardest part of this game was finding a άtƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ team stood up to be 
counted, and the close decision of the Player of the Day went to Sitiveni Paongo. But, did we find a Premier First Five? 
Kalim Kelemete finally got a chance to show his wares at this position. I have been waiting some time to see Kalim 
given an opportunity and for me ς it paid off. A very convincing win. We have well and truly turned the corner. 
 
Am I the only one concerned with the makeup and ability of our Sevens team? There is no doubt that SBW is getting 
the hang of this game and starting to shine. The Ioane Brothers are on their way back to 
the Sevens (at the expense of the Blues), and are definitely required. As a team, our Sevens 
are somewhat directionless on the road to Rio and need to pull out some Kiwi Magic. I just 
read that our Women's team is off pace as well. Olympic Sevens is serious stuff!! 
 
Well at least Kiwis are featuring in the V8 Supercars. Saturday's race had Kiwis in the top 
three spots; Scott Mclaughlin, Pole in the Volvo (after having broken the lap record in 
practice), Shane van Gisbergen 2nd in a Holden and Fabian Coulthard 3rd in a blue badge. 
Scott went on to win on Saturday & Sunday. An awesome achievement at Philip Island. 
Scott Dixon came second in this ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ Indy Race in LA. Apparently Scott is a bit 
unhappy about the guy in first place not getting penalised for a Rule breach ς guess it 
happens in all sports, just look at our Video refs.  
 
This weekend it is Johnsonville at home. It is also Old Timers Day. An early start at the 
Fortress with our Prezzies playing Norths in a Curtain Raiser. 
 
Have you seen the Comms Box above Redwood Railway Station with our Club colours?  
 
Looks very impressive looking down on Tawa. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Allan Davidson 
President 
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Upcoming Games ï 22 & 23 April 2016 

  Date Opponent Location Time 

Colts 22 April 2016 Upper Hutt Rams Alex Moore Artificial 7.30am 

Premier 23 April 2016 Johnsonville Lyndhurst Park 2.45pm 

Premier Reserve 23 April 2016  Johnsonville Lyndhurst Park 1.00pm 

First Grade 23 April 2016 Petone Redwood Park 1.00pm 

Women 23 April 2016 Avalon Redwood Park 11.30am 

85s 23 April 2016 OBU Bunnies Redwood Park 2.45pm 

Presidents 23 April 2016  Norths Red Lyndhurst Park 11.30am 

 
Junior Rugby takes a break for the next two weekends while its school holidays. 

 

Upcoming Evets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorôs Offer 

 

Every time you shop at New World  Tawa keep your receipts and put them into the άNew 

World Tawa B oxέ to enter the draw to win a $30 bar tab.  

 

The draw is done on Home Games and has a prize tab of $30.00. Remember, it can only 

be claimed if you are in the Club at the time of the draw . 
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Premiers  
 

Opponent:  HOBM                   Location:   Lyndhurst Park 

Date of Game:  16 April 2016     Final Score:  Tawa 47 HOBM 15 

Point Scorers:  V Dakunimata(2) S Robinson(2) L Nuku, K Kelemete, K Hauiti-Parapara(Tries)  
R Bishop(6) (Con) 

Player of Day:  Sitivieni Paongo 
Coach:   Willie Lafaele, Doug Fletcher & Katsu Takeuchi 

Manager:  Dave Banks, Colleen Stanbridge & Greg Stanbridge 

 

Match Report:  

Match Day 5 of the Swindale Shield and Tawa welcome the HOBM Eagles to the Lyndhurst Park fortress. Both sides in  
the bottom half of the ladder and desperate for victory to challenge for the rights to hold aloft the coveted Shield.  

The Rugby Gods blessed us with another sunny day with a moderate Northerly breeze that favoured the home team in 
the first half. HOBM were first to strike and the prolific points scorer Brandyn Laursen stroked over a penalty after 10 
Minutes.  

Tawa soon gained control of possession and territory after 15 minutes from a Tawa attacking lineout a well executed 
maul and the Tongan Missle (Lotu Nuku) powered over to score. Randall Bishop stepped up and raised the flags. Now 
Tawa 7 HOBM 3.  

Tawa dominance continued with a further 3 
Tries before the break. Next up the Ferocious 
Flying Fijian (Vili Dakunimata) carves through 
to score Randall nails the conversion Tawa 14 
HOBM 3.5 Minutes later our diminutive pacy 
winger (Sharn Robinson) finishes off a 
constructive and slick backline movement. 
Randall is human he missed. Now Tawa 19 
HOBM 3. 

At the 35th minute mark and Vili is crashing 
over for his 2nd try as Tawa now totally 
rampant. With the successful conversion by 
the postman (Randall) Tawa take a 
commanding 26-3 lead into the break. As the 
delicious sausages are munched on (Thanks to 

Tawa Junior Rugby) at the Half Time interval an excited Tawa crowd mutter their appreciation of the style of Rugby on 
display. The exciting brand of rugby by Tawa with a high tempo pace and great support play will be hard for most 
teams to contain.  

The 2nd Half would provide a further 5 tries but a more competitive HOBM emerged from their 1st half slumber. 2 
minutes after the break and another skilful try to Tawa after an error followed by a HOBM scrum close to half way a 
Tawa tight head followed by no 8 Tito Ioane a break & soon after Kemara Hauita-Parapara (stylish half back)isdiving 
under the posts. Randall converts Now Tawa 33 HOBM 3.  

55 Minute mark Sharn outpaces the HOBM defence to scorch in from 60 Metres.  The kick duly added by Mr Reliable 
Randall Now Tawa ominously led 40-3. A belated resurgence from the HOBM eagles and big bad Joe Apikotoa crashed 
over Laursen nailes the kick Now after 63 minutes Tawa 40 HOBM 10.  

At 69 minutes and the try of the match(possibly in the past decade at Lyndhurst Park) as Kalim catch me if you can 
Kelemete (they couldnΩt) raced in after a sweeping 70 metre counter attack where numerous passes and deft 
footwork bamboozled the HOBM defence Randall converts and now Tawa 47 HOBM 10.  

HOBM would have the final say and replacement Brent Manaia would score a consolation try. The kick off target and 
the Ref blows for Full time Tawa 47 HOBM 15.  

What an emphatic and spectacular rugby exhibition and if this form is maintained Tawa will be a real threat in the 
competition. Early days and a few big battles to follow.  
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Tawa now sit 7th on the table after the 5 valuable points gained. Next up we welcome a 
struggling Johnsonville Hawks team to our Park. On Old Timers Day the visitors will lift  as 
with all local derbies and a special cup at stake the Arthur Carman Cup.  

See you all there at Lyndhurst Park this Saturday. LetΩs pack the park and you can be 
guaranteed entertainment with plenty of tries and great company in the clubrooms after the 
match.  

 

  

Tavita 
Proud & Loyal Tawa Supporter 
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Premier Reserve  
 

Opponent:  HOBM                   Location:   Lyndhurst Park 

Date of Game:  16 April 2016     Final Score:  Tawa 22 HOBM 24 

Point Scorers:  Campbell Cowie, Chris Nelson, Tui Vatuloka 
Player of Day:  George George (3 points) Campbell Cowie (2 points) George Simanu (1 point) 

Coach:   Duncan Kirk, Ed Felix, Vice Saletele 

Manager:  Nua Finau, Shane Coburn 

 

Match Report:  

"Missed opportunities" is how coach Ed Felix summed up another agonising loss for the Premier Reserves against a 
desperate Hutt Old Boys Marist. 

 It was a messy start to the game and HOBM got their noses in front early with a penalty and looked to take it to the 
Tawa forwards up the middle in the opening stages.  

Tawa with the wind at their backs were playing the territory game well but scoring opportunities were few and far 
between for the opening 20 minutes. 

 It took some individual brilliance from fullback Campbell 'You can't touch me' Cowie who scored a dazzling try against 
the run of play to put Tawa in front. Heading in to the break both teams had yet to establish any real dominance and it 
was Tawa who held a narrow lead at the half.  

The second half was very similar to the first and bad habits crept in for the Tawa boys giving away needless penalties 
and giving HOBM a sniff of victory. It took some strong running and a cool head from Vice 'Semi Retired' Saletele to 
bring some stability in to the Tawa team and get the boys moving forward and string phases together, it wasn't long 
before Chris 'Body of a prop speed of a winger' Nelson busted out the ol Zinzan Zig Zag and was off on 50 meter dash 
to score in the corner and earn some reward for good attack from Tawa.  

The celebrations were short lived though as ill-discipline allowed HOBM to stay in the game and they took their 
chances when Tawa wing Tui 'I love yellow cards' Vatuloka spent 10 in the bin for a deliberate knock down, that was all 
HOBM needed and they scored 14 unanswered points while Tui was kicking dirt in the bin. 

Vatuloka went quickly from villain to hero as he got himself a cheeky intercept to put Tawa in front 22-21 with five 
minutes to play. With minutes on the clock and Tawa looking to close out the match they were once again hit with a 
penalty and opened the door for HOBM to sneak away with the victory.  

It was a tough loss for the boys and the bodies were sore after their third game in nine days, there's no excuses though 
they'll take the lessons from this game and look to get back in the winnerΩs circle for old timers day.  
 

 

 

  

Nua Finau 
Manager 
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Premier Reserve  
 

Opponent:  Upper Hutt Ram                 Location:   Frazer Park Artificial 

Date of Game:  13 April 2016     Final Score:  Tawa 17 UHR 17 

Point Scorers:  T - Ryan Preston x2, Tui Vatuloka C- Semesa Coka 
Coach:   Duncan Kirk, Ed Felix, Vice Saletele 

Manager:  Nua Finau, Shane Coburn 

 

Match Report 

Backing up after an impressive win over 

Avalon in the weekend Tawa went in to this 

game with confidence but got off to a slow 

start as Upper Hutt took an early 3-0 lead 

within the opening five minutes.  

Tawa quickly found their feet and got in to 

their work led by George Simanu and captain 

George George getting the team go forward 

and released livewire winger Tui Vatuloka to 

show his attacking flair down the blindside 

with an impressive 40 meter dart to put Tawa 

back in front.  

Tawa kept the momentum and with the backs 

getting fluid ball and hard running by 

midfielders Ezra Fermanis and Floyd 

Ramucake they were quickly back in Upper Hutt territory and it wasn't long before fullback Ryan Preston spotted the 

overlap and pounced in the corner to extend the Tawa lead. 

 Upper Hutt had good periods of attack in the early stages and looked threatening when in Tawa territory but the 

defence led by Mark Tinilau and Tyrone Tanuvasa scrambled well and kept the Rams at bay heading in to the half.  

The second half was very much start stop with the night dew making handling the ball difficult and the short 

turnaround between games showing its effects on the big boys as the set piece struggled and penalties crept in to the 

game allowing Upper Hutt to peg their way back in to the contest and take the lead through the boot of their first five 

with 20 minutes to go.  

Tawa were hit hard by injuries and the bench was emptied heading in to the closing quarter. Keyana Ah Hoi brought 

stability to the scrum and the forwards got the rub of the green with referee Scott Mclean issuing a number of 

penalties against Upper Hutt allowing Tawa to make their way down the right end of the field and after stringing 

together some strong phases Ryan Preston dotted down for his second try giving Tawa a 17-14 lead with eight minutes 

to play.  

It was a frantic finish with Upper Hutt attacking the Tawa line hard looking for the winning try but the defence held 

firm and after what seemed an age of Upper Hutt attack they waved the white flag and settled for a penalty shot to tie 

the game. Final score 17-17, it was a game that Tawa should have won but a game they also ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ easily lost had it 

not been for their strong defence to finish the game.  

Considering the injury toll and the fact a number of players were playing out of position, the boys can be proud of 

their effort and to come away with two points is better than coming away with nothing. 

 

 

  

Nua Finau 
Manager 
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Colts  
 

Opponent:  HOBM                   Location:   Redwood Park 

Date of Game:  16 April 2016     Final Score:  Tawa 49 HOBM 10 

Point Scorers:  Daniel Wiggins 2, Adam Preston 2, Brandon Kamoto, Ben Stephens, Lorton Taraeka, 
Thomas Temu 

Player of Day:  Amaron Edwards and Ben Stephens 

Coach:   Petaia Petaia, Senior Moli 

Manager:  Mark Cooper 

 

Match Report:  

Second game of the season and we played Hutt 
Old Boys Marist.  
 
The reigning Under 21 Champions from 2015, they 
must have felt pretty confident coming out to play 
Tawa, but they were in for a surprise.  
 
The Colts new all they had to do was focus on the 
game, play as a team and have their discipline 
sorted and they could come out on top. 
 
ThatΩs what happened and they came out with a 
well deserved win. The forwards dominated big 
time with brutal cleaning out and ball running 
which gave half back Ben Stephens good clean ball 
which enabled Dre Melvin, first five, to set our exciting backline alight. Speed and accuracy saw Tawa blow Hutt Old 
Boys off the park. They had no answer to our game plan. We were simply to good for them on the day.  
 
What a game boys. You need to be proud of your efforts. This is a new look colts team this year with some new young 
exciting players, so don't be shy come and say Hello to Tawa's future players, even better come and watch them play. 
These boys need all the support they can get!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Mark Cooper  
Manager 


