The Lookout
Muir Woods Park Community Association
www.mounttam.org

October - November 2006

telephone: 381-3119

Newsletter Highlights
•
•

At last, we have a beautifully landscaped community center! (Pictures and details on page 2.)
REMEMBER — Our voting place for government elections is being moved from the Alpine
Club to the MWPCA Community Center. (Page 2)

•
•

Our community afternoon of “Jazz on the Mountain” was a great success as was our Mill
Valley Fall Arts Festival food (and fundraising) booth . Page 2)
MWPCA Annual Election meeting and dinner. Join us at 6 pm on Friday, November 10.

Fire Season is Upon Us !
How about we enjoy this comfortable fall weather by getting outside and clearing our
properties of the fire hazards that might be around us.
The recent winds have cleared a lot of dead needles out of the trees. Guess where
they are now? Hopefully they are in green cans on their way “outta here”. If not, they
are on and all around the houses on treed lots. Those needles, the grasses that grew extra long with
the extended winter season, and other uncleared debris add to the very dry fuel load in our area.
Please check on your neighborhood as the dry Santa Ana winds from the east have visited us a few
times already!
We must each create a fuel break for 30 feet around our homes. Get rid of “fuel ladders” that can allow
fire to travel up to your house. See page 3 for instructions.
Did You Know . . . . .
•
•

•

•

•

The vegetation management department of the M.V. Fire Department notes that Mt.Tam’s fuel
load is three times that of Oakland with steeper and narrower streets and far less water capacity.
Until 70 years ago the mountain had a major fire every 10-15 years. Since then, we have
stopped all fires. The fuel load at the base of Mt. Tam and the Mountain itself now exceeds 30
tons per acre in many places.
Under the worst conditions, it is possible that an area approximately the size of Blithedale Canyon
from the church near Throckmorton to the top of the mountain could be consumed in 30 minutes if
the wind was at 35 mph and moving uphill.
A fire creates its own wind system and especially if it is coming uphill, it can have a “drawing”
effect like a chimney. With a good wind it can also jump to different areas by carrying embers from
one place to another. We saw this with the Oakland fire.
Firestorms are a real possibility and CANNOT be outrun. If you wait too long, you may not be
able to drive out because of traffic congestion on our narrow roads. See page 3 column 2 for
evacuation information.

The MWPCA Jazz Fest was
a great success!
We had a fine turnout and even
finer music and food. Art Lewis
and the rest of his group played
throughout the afternoon. The
more the sun came out, the more people did! All
the oysters you could want, Cajun food and wine.
Our thanks to all the people that made it possible:
Art Lewis on drums, John Lovell on oysters,
Karen Buckter on Jambalaya, Dick Popson and
Lynn Hindley on libations, Barry Joseph and Kyle
Schwab on parking, Lila Daniels and Ellen Olson
on tickets, with Brad Silen as our M.C..
Special thanks to Winona Lewis who helped bring
it all together!
This was the first of two fundraisers we had to
support the landscaping of the clubhouse with
a beautiful stone patio and lawn. This fundraiser cleared $800. Special thanks go to Marge
Priest and Jean Sublett who each made an additional and generous donation to help out.

MWPCA Fundraiser at the
Mill Valley Arts Festival
brings in $5,500 again!
A huge chunk of our clubhouse landscaping expenses
was brought in by Keith Papulias and his crew as they
worked their hearts out at our food booth. Each year
Keith donates all the meat and the wonderful Pappy’s
seasonings which are the secret to the success.
Our thanks to Keith (who, when he is not working for
us, is running his successful Metropole Mortgage —
see page 7) and his right-hand man, Bob Olson, Chief
Chef for both, long days. Other neighbors who volunteered were Lila Daniels, Ellen Olson, Scott McBernie,
Marie Annette McCabe, Barry Joseph, Derrick Chan,
Brenda Gunn, Faybeth Diamond, Karen Buckter,
Gene Hamilton, Wendy Nelson-Papulias, Carol Stern
and her son Arthur. If anyone has been left out, please
excuse the increasing feeble-mindedness of your
(retiring) editor. Special thanks to Mill Valley Market
for always storing our meats.

Very Special Donation to the Clubhouse!
As many of us know, Robert Young and Matthew
Pouliot of Pacific Union Realty have spent a lot of
time in our community and worked hard to help
neighbors on the mountain sell their homes over the
past several years.
They really enjoy this area, know many people here
and wanted to make a contribution to the clubhouse to
“give-back” to the community they find here. They
gave us a generous check for $1,400 to buy all the
stone that created our beautiful patio area. The pictures here cannot do justice to the patio, nor to their
generosity. You must see it and meet them! Thank
you, Matthew and Robert.

MWPCA Clubhouse landscaping begins!

Jazz Fest christens our new patio
and lawn.

The MASTER CHEFS
Bob and Keith

Wild Fire Evacuation
What to do
for Fire Season
For your safety and the safety of those around
you be certain that you have your property in
compliance with the fire department standards.
1. Remove all flammable vegetation and cut
all grasses to less than 3” in a 30-100’ radius of all structures.
2. Remove all tree branches within 10’ of the
ground on all mature trees.
3. Remove all dead vegetation from roof and
gutters.
4. Remove all dead branches and foliage
from trees and bushes.
5. Clear all dead vegetation on the ground.
6. Clear all tree branches less than 2’ in diameter or with foliage, within 10’ of the roof
or any chimney opening.
7. Driveways must be clear of vegetation 15’
vertically and 5’ horizontally from the edge.
8. Address numbers must be a minimum of 4’
on a contrasting background and be posted
where clearly visible.
If you have neighbors who have not cleared
their area, discuss with them the notification
we all received from the fire department this
year. If there is vegetation accumulating on a
vacant parcel, it is in your best interest to contact the owner. If you have any questions, you
can always call our Throckmorton Fire Station
at: 388-5414.

If you hear of a fire that might threaten our
area, the best thing to do is LEAVE IMMEDIATELY. (Those who leave by car early would
avoid the later congestion.) You can always
return if the fire doesn’t reach our area. Why
take a chance? While one might hope to have
officers coming through a neighborhood telling
residents to leave, that is not likely to happen.
You must depend on yourself. Warn your
neighbors and leave.
Have a plan that tells each member of your
family where to go or who to contact if you are in
different areas (school, work, etc.) and separated. If you have thought ahead and prepared, you will be ready. Store all your valuables (negatives or CDs of pictures, jewelry, important papers and copy of insurance policy in a
safety deposit box). Keep your evacuation kit/
pet carriers in the car or near the door.

If you must leave, take:
Your evacuation kit
Check book
Credit cards
Cell phone
Needed medication
Safety deposit box key
When you leave, close all windows and doors.
Get all remaining vehicles off the street.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Evacuation Kit
This kit can be put together in 40 min. All time (and
potential panic) saved if the time comes to leave!

Set of clothing and shoes for each member of the house. (Warm jacket, hat, etc.)
• Toiletries and extra eye glasses (an old
pair)
• Important papers / insurance policy
• Phone numbers, cash, paper/pen
Store all items in a suitcase (close to the
exit of the house) that is easy to roll to the car.
You can also place it in the trunk of the car you
KNOW you will take. Place a note on it
reminding you to grab your credit cards,
check book, medications, cell phone and
anything vital to you. Have pet carriers
nearby with dishes inside.
•

MWPCA MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS
$45 Household ___
$15 Senior ___ (includes newsletter)
General Donation $ ___
$10 Lookout subscription for non-residents ___
Specific Donation: $___ Bldg. or Sewer (circle)
Name: ___________________________________ _
Address: __________________________________
__________________________________
Email: ____________________________________
Phone: _______________
Mail: MWPCA, 40 Ridge Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941

MWPCA Annual Election
Meeting and Dinner
Friday, Nov. 10
During October ballots will be mailed to all
association members to vote on the MWPCA
board for 2007.
Please join us for a wonderful opportunity to get
to kick back on a Friday evening, see neighbors,
have dinner and count the votes for board
membership. See you there at 6 pm.

August Board Meeting Highlights
Note: Complete MWPCA Board minutes are now posted on
our website, mounttam.org. There is a MINUTES box in the
lower left hand corner. Insert the password MUSTY under
MINUTES and click submit.
(The board meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7 pm.
Community members are always welcome.)

•

•

•
•
•

Notice of Board elections (at the November
general meeting) will be announced again in
the next LOOKOUT. There are currently two
openings. The nominating committee will
review election procedures and present any
revisions at the next meeting.
The latest landscaping plan proposed now includes a patio and side lawn. This will cost
more than previous plans. Board approved
proceeding with the new plan, as well as using
some of the reserve if needed. Brad Silen and
Pat Teahan were appointed to be in charge of
the landscape project.
The emergency water tank was purchased
and must be installed on sand and filled.
Jazz Fest: We will hire the Art Lewis trio at
$125 per person, serve food and beverages.
Marin County Registrar of Voters has
approved the Clubhouse as the polling place
for precinct 4302E (ours). They are requiring
a few modifications to comply with ADA
requirements.

Adopt a puppy!
Our neighbor, Reed Trencher, helped
rescue a Katrina dog, Leica. She was pregnant
when he got her and her six puppies are ready
for adoption. These cute little guys (and girls)
are looking for good new homes! Winona Lewis
and John Lovell have adopted one and are delighted with their loving pup, Oso. Call Reed
Trencher at 383-0823 and check them out!

Video Night
Saturday, October 21
7 p.m.

The World’s Fastest Indian

If you haven’t seen this movie, you are so
lucky!
If you have, who wouldn’t watch it a million
times especially with great neighbors?!
(Plans are that we’ll even have one of our
neighbors show up on his own Indian
motorcycle!)
The World's Fastest Indian starring the best
of the best, Anthony Hopkins, is an
unabashed mash note to a lovely character
from New Zealand's recent past. Burt Munro
is a cantankerous Kiwi with an obsession:
he's been tinkering with his 1920s-era
Indian brand motorcycle for years, pushing
it to ever-faster speeds. It's the 1960s, and
Burt has the utterly mad idea of taking the
bike to the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah,
site of world records for speed racing. Come
see the movie to find out the rest!

Saturday, November 11
7 p.m.

The Straight Story

No, this isn’t a story about being gay or not
being gay! But it IS one of those stories
that will change the way you relate to your
family. Starring Richard Farnsworth, Sissy
Spacek and directed by David Lynch. Based
on the true story that captured the hearts
of America, this is one of those rare films
offering powerful, uplifting entertainment
for audiences of all ages. Farnsworth is
Alvin Straight -- a no-nonsense man who
has never been one to lean on others. Now
at an age when his eyesight denies him the
ability to drive and walking is accomplished
only with the help of two canes, Alvin lives
a quiet life with his daughter Rose (Sissy
Spacek). But when the call comes that
Alvin's estranged brother Lyle (Harry Dean
Stanton) has suffered a debilitating stroke,
Alvin embarks on a dangerous and
emotional journey to make amends.

Muir Woods Park Community
Disaster Council — Meeting Report
September 18 , 2006

Siren: There was discussion about getting our
siren repaired as well as the effectiveness of
sirens as an alert system. We will meet with
other Disaster Councils and the Office of
Emergency Services (OES) to study the best
method of notifying people on trails and
beaches.
Chipper Day: A success. FireSafe Marin’s
$500 gift along with $500 raised from
residents’ fees covered the costs. Our
thanks to Muir Beach for the chipper loan.

Community Emergency Response Training
(CERT): Battalion Chief Bill Roberts will
arrange with Southern Marin CERT to have
instructors for CERT training at the Community
Center on Sat. and Sun. Dec. 2 and 3.
(See CERT information in column 2.)
PET
RESCUE

NEIGHBORHOOD PET RESCUE PROGRAM
of the Muir Woods Park
Community Disaster Council
Because our community is the first to include
pets in our disaster preparedness program, Fire
Chief Massucco has asked us to write up the
program so other Disaster Councils may use it
as a template. It is imperative that residents
have identification (chips, collars, tags) on their
pets and work on a buddy system with their
neighbors for successful pet rescue. (See Pet
Rescue information and house stickers attached to the registry form enclosed.)

Neighborhood Disaster Registry: A deci-

NOTICE: National Polling Location
Changed from the Alpine Club
to the MWPCA Clubhouse
Start date: November 7th !

Our polling place was moved out of
the Alpine Club because of access
issues for people with disabilities.
Come to the Clubhouse at 40 Ridge Ave.
and cast your vote. See you there!

CERT TRAINING
DEC. 2 & 3
Muir Woods Park Community Center
40 Ridge Ave., Mill Valley
Saturday, Dec. 2
9 AM to 4 PM
Covers Disaster Preparedness; Disaster Fire
Suppression; Disaster Medical Operations;
Light Search and Rescue. Lunch included.
Sunday, Dec. 3
Noon to 4 PM
Covers Disaster Psychology and Team
Organization; Course Review and Disaster
Simulation.
FEE: $25 for one person; $35 for two persons
from the same household. The fee is a one-time
fee that includes a vest, helmet, paid attendance
at quarterly skills update meetings on radio operation, first aid, search and rescue, etc. It also
includes State Workers Compensation benefits
if injured while working on a disaster. Your
CERT ID Card is a valuable passport to safety
during a disaster.
This rare opportunity to take the CERT
training right here on the mountain only
comes up every few years. Let’s take
advantage of the convenience!

sion was made to add more pet info to the current form and insert it in the LOOKOUT. (Fill
out the form and return it to the Fire Station.)

Must Enroll by Nov. 15: Make check payable to
So. Marin CERT and mail to CERT,
Throckmorton Ridge Fire Station, 816 Panoramic
Hwy., Mill Valley, CA 94941

Del Goetz, MWPC Disaster Council Coordinator
For info: 388-8493 or Capt. Dave Carr, 388-5414.

Questions: 388-8493 or 388-5414

M atthew Pou liot
R ealtor
Most Houses Sold on the Mounta in in 2004!

Come Join Us!

415 265-7020 Ce ll

M Pouliot@FirstMarin.com

Breakfast Saturday and Sunday 8 am – 11 am
Lunch Wednesday – Sunday 11:30 am – 3 pm
Dinner Wednesday – Sunday 5:30 pm– 9/9:30 pm

w ww .PouliotProperties.com

First Ma rin Realty, Inc.

“Specializing in Selling your H ome”

Small Plates served Saturday and Sunday after lunch
Phone 415-381-9000

www.mtnhomeinn.com

Y V O N N E

Y O U N G

P a c i f i c U n i o n
Clean Fill Needed !
We are looking for approximately
30 yds. of clean fill for our area.
Please call Brian or Cindy @ 389-6272.

Toys for Children
While at is the time of year you
and I are NOT thinking about the
holiday season, people who
volunteer to help children are!
Etta Deikman of Muir Ave. volunteers with the
Parent Aide group of Family Service Agency in
Marin. They support parents and their children.
On December 11, they are having a children’s
Christmas party. If you would like to help out
with the donation of a toy for a youngster, call
Etta to learn more. She is at 383-2198.

West Marin Stage from Mt. Home Inn
The stage runs Saturdays (year round) and
Sundays (March 15—Nov. 15). Call 526-3239
or visit westmarinstagecoach.org or
info@marintransit.org\stage
West from Mountain Home Inn
9:04 am
2:08 pm
11:38 am
5:48 pm
East from Mountain Home Inn
10:15 am
4:30 pm
12:50 am
7:00 pm

415/464-3788
Visit my Website at:

yvonneyoung.com

Serving Marin Since 1985

Active Listings Through August 1, 2006
800 Edgewood Av. 5 bd / 5.5 ba
47 Ridge Ave.
4 bd / 3.5
354 Panoramic
3 bd / /2 ba
2 Fern Lane
3 bd / 2.5 ba
59 Washington Pk. 3 bd / 2 ba
21 Ridge (lot)
.91 acre
4 St. Jude
3 bd/2 ba

$3,895.000
2,595,000
1,999,000
1,150,000
1,050,000
949,000
1,250,000

Sold
20 Washington Park 3 bd/3.5 ba
4 Sunrise
2 bd/1 ba

$1,425,000
799,000

Help.MyComputer

Residential & Commercial
“Serving Marin & Sonoma”

Home & Small Office Consulting
Installations Upgrades Tutoring
Trouble-shooting Hand-holding
Peter 383-1842 / 515-2642 cell

GUTIERREZ
ROOFING

PeterSpear@words-b-us.com

FOO HAUL

CA LIC. 701908

f

Massage on the Mountain
Traditional Japanese
Acupressure Massage
Your Home or My Studio
Chair Massage for Office
or Special Events

Catherine Mc Goohan

415-531-9408 cell

Noadiah Eckman, Geologist

SEPTIC SYSTEM DESIGN
& REPAIR
Peculation Testing, Regulatory Compliance

greenbuildersofmarin.com

METROPOLE
M or tgage S ervice
Ke ith Papulias
Broker/Ow ner
Lending millions since 1982

415 . 383 . 0269 f ax 415 . 383 . 4126

388-9430

Julio Gutierrez
800-450-6333

ECKMAN ENVIRONMENTAL

Available for light hauling,
moving and dump runs.
3/4 ton PU truck

Call Foo Kennedy
388-3939

P O Box 2251
San Rafael CA 94912

90 Thr ockmo rton Ave Suite 22 M ill Valley CA 94941
Res ide ntial Constr uction Apar tments COm mer cia l

LOOKOUT
deadline: November 15
Submit copy to:

CAN@muirsoftware.com
or mail to 40 Ridge Ave.
Confirm by phone:
381-0980

Box 27438
Office: (510) 530-9400
Oakland, CA 94602 Cell: (510) 390-3992
e.environmental@sbcuc.net

Mountain Repair Service
Light Construction
Home Maintenance, etc.
Call Andy at 388-6226
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Community Calendar

2005 MWPCA Board Officers
and Directors
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Rec. Secretary
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Brad Silen
Etta Deikman
Karen Buckter
Mark Montaine
Lila Daniels
Lynn Hindley
Barry Joseph
Jennifer Sheetz
Carol Stern
Marie A. McCabe
Pat Teahan

332-3202
383-2198
381-1801
381-3523
383-8422
388-7252
383-2624
383-3185
388-0824
381-0980
388-1122

Committees
Clubhouse Rentals Lynn Hindley
Com. Planning
Steve Thompson
Membership
Etta Deikman
Mt. Emergency
Del Goetz
Newsletter
Marie A. McCabe
Parenting
Brad Silen
Social Committee Lynn Hindley
Webmaster
Karen Buckter
Photographer
Lila Daniels

388-7252
388-9630
383-2198
388-8493
381-0980
332-3202
388-7252
381-1801
383-8422

OCTOBER
Friday

Oct. 6

Full Moon

Thursday

Oct. 12

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Saturday

Oct. 21

Video Night

7:00 pm

Sunday

Oct. 29

End Daylight Savings

Tuesday

Oct. 31

Halloween

NOVEMBER
Sunday

Nov. 5

Full Moon

Tuesday

Nov. 7

National elections @ Clubhouse

Thursday

Nov. 9

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Friday

Nov. 10

Annual MWPCA
meeting/election &
dinner

6:00 pm

Saturday

Nov. 18

Video Night

7:00 pm

Thursday

Nov. 23

Thanksgiving

