
Albury Wodonga Bonsai N ewslet ter  
June 2016 

Contacts:  

President:  Ian Bransden, Ph: 0357 522 678, Mobile: 0432 530 934 

Email: ian.bransden@southernphone.com.au 

Tr easurer (and newsletter editor)  

  Nei l, Ph: 0260 271 557  

  Email neil@shibuibonsai.com.au   

Secretary  Theo, Ph 0418 568 601  

   Email: bonsaialburywodonga@gmail.com 

Club website  Les: 

   Email: firekitty0@gmail.com  

Web address: http://www.alburywodongabonsai.com/home.html  

Fees: 

Fees have been set at $20 per member or $30 per couple for the 2016. You can pay 

Neil at a meeting or post subs to Neil at P.O. Box 135, Yackandandah, 374 9. 

Please note:  Next year (2017) fees rise to $25 and $35.  

Next Meeting:  

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at Harryõs Hut, Olive S t . Sout h Albury 

at 7:30 pm. 
For those who have not been before, Harryõs Hut is the meeting room at the Gardens 

beside Brownõs Lagoon. Entry off Olive St ., opposite the end of Nurigong St., South 

Albury.  

Members and visitors are always welcome to bring a tree (or 2 or even more) to our meetings if 

you want to show off your successes (or failures!), to work on a tree, or to ask about a 

problem. 

Topic for Next Meeting:  

Shaping bonsai ð wiring V clip and grow v hook and hold  

Did you know there is more than one way to shape your bonsai? Bonsai growers use a 

variety of techniques to shape their trees depending on the situation and the desired 

results. Learn about some of these bonsai techniques at this meeting.  
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Last Month:   

I was a ta d disappointed that Les did not produce any  radioactive materials and no recip es for 

H bombs. Turns out that fusion is about getting smaller trunks to join up with other trunks to 

create a large r trunk with plenty of features and Les gave us all lots of tips and ideas for 

creating fused trunks suitable for bonsai  

 

Start your fusion  project with any number of seedlings or rooted cuttings. Bundle them 

together in a clump and find a way to hold them all tightly together. If they are not held 

together tightly as the trunks grow and thicken they just push each other away and donõt join 

up properly. Twine, cable ties and stro ng tape are all suitable to hold the trunks tightly 

together.  

Plant the whole bunch in a large pot or in the ground so they will grow quickly. The quicker they 

grow the sooner the trunks will fuse together.  

Ian pointed  out that slaters get into the bundles at his place and chew the bark which can kill 

some of the trunks and spoil the results. At my place, not all trunks grow equally ð some also 

die, probably due to root competition but as long as you donõt lose too many, sooner or later the 

remaining healthy ones will fill the space and fuse together.  

Fused trunks end up with lots of character. Some of the lines and bumps where individual 

trunks have fused stay visible giving the final trunk lots of hollows and bumps mor e like a very 

old tree than a quick growing young one.  

Ian prefers to bind his seedlings in a spiral rather than having all the trunks vertical. This 

gives a final trunk with defined spiral movement. Ian showed how he uses clothes pegs to hold 

the seedling s together while he works.  



Plaiting 3 or more trunks together is another way of holding seedlings together for a fusion 

project. Because they are plaited the trunks are already held tightly together and donõt need 

binding. Just hold the tops together with a clothes peg so they donõt unwind. You can imagine 

the bumps and hollows the final trunk will have using plaiting.  

 

Les also talked about fusing trunks over some sort of form work . Bind a layer of seedlings t o 

the outside of a conical shape made from  wood or stone or a hollow wire frame . As they grow , 

the seedlings  should join up to the ones next to them creating a large trunk. It will be hollow 

inside but no -one else need know that.  From the outside it will look like a really fat trunk with 

ropy texture f rom all the individual trunks that have fused. If you want a very short, fat trunk 

you can make the form inside to suit.  

Some things to watch out for:  

Straight trunks generally donõt make the best bonsai so try to include some bends as you bind 

up your bunches of seedlings.  

Taper is still important. Use tapered seedlings so the resulting bunch also has good taper or 

leave the upper parts of some of the seedlings out of the binding so they donõt join up into a 

massive stump with no taper.  The bits that are l eft outside the binding may be useful as 

branches in the final bonsai.  

Bugs and diseases, as Ian has experienced , can hide unseen inside the bunches and damage or 

kill some of the seedlings underneath the binding. Check for , and deal with , anything before 

too much damage is done.



Grant Bowie Workshop and Demo  

Date:   August 13 , 2016  

Venue: Harryõs Hut, South Albury (our normal meeting venue)  

Time:    Morning workshop starts at 9:30 am through to 12 noon.  

  Afternoon demo - about 2 hours , starts 1pm . 

Costs:   Workshop ð participants $40, Observers $10 ( AWBS financial members observe 

free)  

  Afternoon Demonstration - $30 each, visitors also welcome.  

Lunch:  The venue has a BBQ, stove and microwave so you are welcome to bring 

something for lunch or purchase from nearby shops. Lunchtime is a good 

opportunity to talk informally, clarify what youõve seen or just spend some social 

with us.  

For those who may be wondering, a bonsai workshop is where a limited number of participants  

bring a tree or trees for the visiting  expert to help design a bonsai or make improvements to 

the tree they already have. Observers  are able to watch the proceedings to pick up tips and 

techniques  but should not interact with the workshop .  

A demonstration  allows a larger audience to watch whi le a bonsai expert shows how to. 

Sometimes they will design a bonsai from raw stock, sometimes just lecture and show one or 

more aspects of the art of bonsai.  

Please note there is still one space available in the morning workshop if youõve got a suitable 

tree to work with (talk to Neil if youõre not sure whether this would be right for you) 

Bonsai Events: 

June 25th to Jun e 30th 2016  

TAIGA URUSHIBATA WORKSHOPS AND DEMONSTRATION, BSV, Melbourne.  

Saturday July 23 & Sunday 24 July 2016  - òBONSAI LAKESIDE 2016ó ð Bendigo 

Saturday August 13 ð Albury Wodonga bonsai workshop/ demonstration with Grant Bowie  

Sat urday  August 13 All day - Sun 14 August Waverley BG Show 

Saturday August 20 ð Wagga Bonsai workshop (am) Demonstration (pm) with Roger Hnatiuk  

Sat urday  August  20 - 9:00 am - 12:00pm  Victorian Native Bonsai Club - Saturday Sale day  

August 27th and 28th  - Bonsai Society of Sydney show - Forestville RSL  

October 8& 9, 2016 -The South Australian Bonsai Society Inc Bonsai Exhibition  

November 5 & 6 - Bonsai North We st show & sales Footscray Arts centre  

 

The bonsai federation of Australia (southern) have put up a bonsai calendar showing all 

meetings and events of affiliated clubs. Have a look and see whatõs going on at clubs around Vic 

and further away. Also worth a l ook if youõre travelling. There might be something interesting 

on along the way. - https://teamup.com/ks55bf2733e25865a6/  

https://teamup.com/ks55bf2733e25865a6/


Business:  

You may have noticed that your newsletter is coming from a diffe rent source this time. 

Margrit has handed over the reins  to Theo  and he has been very busy with ideas to streamline 

our club admin. Thanks for your contribution Theo.  Youõll find Theoõs contact details at the top 

of the newsletter if you need to contact him o r pass something on to the club members.  

Iõve also added email address for Les who, along with Mitch, is looking after our website. Heõll 

be most disappointed if you donõt send him photos, tips, experiences with bonsai so help us 

make the club website grea t. Send all sorts of bonsai related stuff direct to Les and heõll work 

out what and how to get it online.  

Proposed 2016 program:  

Members at last yearõs November meeting tossed around lots of possible ideas for meeting 

topics. Hereõs what Iõve come up with. Still time to make changes if you want to propose some 

alternatives.  

May: Fusion to create interesting trunks and shapes ð Les. 

June:  Shaping bonsai ð wiring V pruning V hook and hold  

July:  Root pruning and repotting  

August:  Plums and hawthorns 

September:  Collecting trees for bonsai ð what to look for and when  

October:  Exotics & growing them out - Annalea 

November:  Tools of the trade  

December: no meeting due to proximity to Christmas.  

Seasonal Notes:  

A couple of weeks ago after a week without rain I check ed the trees and found all the new 

shoots on one of my banksias were drooping!  It responded to a thorough watering but this does 

show that even in winter it is necessary to keep an eye on our trees  to see when they need 

watering . 

As mentioned last time, wi th no leaves, deciduous trees cannot take up or use nutrients. 

Fertili ser now is not only wasted. F ertiliser run off also contributes to water pollution including 

blue-green algae outbreaks like the ones we saw last summer and autumn. Help protect the 

wider environment by responsible use of nutrients.  

Most evergreen plants are still growing and have leaves that can make use of nutrients so I 

still fertilise them over winter at a reduced frequency. All my pines, junipers and natives get 

monthly doses of fer tiliser. At this time of year I tend to use  Lesõ favourite fertiliser ð 

Powerfeed - on everything because it is safe for my banksias  and also has a little less nitrogen . 

Annaleaõs presentation on starting out with natives showed the sort of results she gets with 

regular feeding of native plants.  



Iõve started winter pruning on my trident maples now that the leaves are gone. You can prune 

any time of year but it is far easier to see whatõs there when thereõs no leaves. More about 

this at the next meeting.  

Hereõs a before and after shot of one of my trident groups : 

 

 

Next job will be to remove all those fallen leaves that can provide overwintering places for 

pests and diseases. 



Repotting time will b e coming up soon so now is the time to start thinking about p ots and 

potting mix ð what sizes? How much will you need? etc.  

My Bonsai Notes: - news from members.  

Oh Goody! Member content ð again! Hereõs a contribution from Theo introducing himself as our 

new secretary :  

Hi there. As the newly installed secretary of the Albury Wodonga Bonsai Society I thought I 

should introduce myself and give you a bit of a background on who I am.  

Before I get on to the bonsai journey, a bit about me. Iõm 45yo and have been married to 

Michelle (Shelly) for 20 years this October (OMG)  and we have two lovely kids, Samuel 16 and 

Laura 14. Shelly is originally from Corryong and Iõm originally from Melbourne. 

Shelly and I both work at the City of Wodonga. We have lived in Wodonga for 12 years and 

absolutely love the NE of Victoria.  

When it  comes to bonsai Iõve had an on again off again relationship with the hobby since the 

early 90õs when I was at university in Melbourne. A friend and myself would often skip uni to 

drive up to a bonsai nursery on Mt Dandenong, go to Collectors Corner in Kil syth or go digging 

trees from locations I'd rather not mention. Many hours were spent admiring the trees in the 

collections at Collectors Corner (it was more impressive back then) and gave us much 

inspiration.  

My collection started pretty small and I stil l have a few of those early trees. A fig, a juniper, a 

big old azalea, a spruce and a Japanese maple group. I have most certainly killed more trees 

than I presently own :( but that is part of the learning experience.  

The azalea, then and now.  



 

The juni per, then and now (still lots to do!)  

 

 

I have amassed a library of books and collected the Bonsai Today series of magazines(only 

missing 3 issues). They provide much inspiration and lots of great tips and clues. I thoroughly 

recommend reading as much as you can and looking at as many photos as possible.  

My trees have always travelled with me wherever I have gone. From the time I graduated from 

uni in 1995, work has had me go from Melbourne to Seymour to Kilmore to Traralgon to 

Leongatha and finally here in Wodonga. I have ev er been able to entirely break the bond with 

my trees.  

Come the late 90õs, and kids took up most of my time. The trees were lucky to get a drink of 

water through these times with very little repotting, styling or even feeding happening. A few 

hardy ones di d survive the torment through those years. Many more didn't.  

As time passed, and the kids got older, so I started doing a little more with them. Repotting 

occasionally and the occasional snip to get rid of the ungainly long branches. Maybe even the 

occasional feed!  

In 2014 however, the bonsai bug bit 

again following a family overseas holiday 

through Europe and the USA. It was 

Switzerland that sparked my interest 

again, particularly the forests of 

larches that are absolutely everywhere 

in the mountains. I h ave always loved 

larch and this experience got me 

excited about bonsai again.  

 

Iõm sure there is some good stock in 

this pic!  



Being there in Autumn it was clear to 

see where the larches are. Simply 

stunning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since getting home from our holiday in N ovember 2014, my passion has fully revived and I'm 

really loving my time back with my trees.  

The number of trees in my care has slowly grown. I bought a larch, more to grow for seed if I 

can, however I may have struck some cuttings off it (fingers crossed) . I've also developed an 

interest in growing Australian natives.  

The picture above essentially is the extent of my collection at the moment. Notice the larch at 

the left of the picture in all its autumn glory. It could be a candidate for a big trunk chop in 

years to come but I like the tree as a tree too much to do it.  

I joined the Ausbonsai forum in November last year and have found the information and the 

help available on the forum to be amazing. A few of our club members are members of that 

forum too, but I'll leave it to you to find them. If you aren't a member, I encourage you to 

join up and participate. It's like a bonsai meeting every night of the week. I get home from 

work and read all the new posts of the day. There is much to learn from forums li ke this. 

Check it out at www.ausbonsai.com.au. 

http://www.ausbonsai.com.au/

