
INFORMATION DISPLAYED AT THE SALTFLEETBY /
THEDDLETHORPE NATURE RESERVE. AN AREA 
OF MANAGED SALT MARSH AND SAND DUNES 
ON THE LINCOLNSHIRE COAST SOUTH OF 
CLEETHORPES. A SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC 
INTEREST (SSSI), THE AREA IS MANAGED TO 
PROMOTE AND PRESERVE HABITATS AND 
BIODIVERSITY AND ALLOW THE PUBLIC ACCESS 
WITHOUT DAMAGING THE ENVIRONMENT.



ACCESS IS ALLOWED AND EVEN ENCOURAGED ON 
THE SALTFLEETBY / THEDDLETHORPE NATURE 
RESERVE, BUT IT IS CHANNELED INTO CERTAIN 
AREAS TO PRESERVE THE ECOSYSTEM AND ALLOW 
BIODIVERSITY TO FLOURISH. PATHWAYS ARE PAVED 
WITH STONE CHIPPINGS TO PREVENT FOOTPATH 
EROSION AND THE CAR PARK IS MADE OF 
PERMEABLE MESH TO STOP WATER RUNOFF.



THE DUNE BELT IS ONLY ALLOWED TO RUN SO FAR 
THROUGH THE NORMAL SUCCESSION AS LATER STAGES 
WILL REDUCE BIODIVERSITY. THIS IS MANAGED BY 
GRAZING BY CATTLE AND PONIES SINCE THE DEMISE OF 
RABBITS DUE TO MYXOMATOSIS. OVERGRAZING WOULD 
DAMAGE THE DUNES AND UNDER-GRAZING WOULD 
ALLOW THE FULL SUCCESSION  TO WOODLAND AND 
LOWER BIODIVERSITY.



VIEWING POINTS HAVE BEEN SET UP FOR 
VISITORS TO APPRECIATE THE DUNE BELT IN 
THE FOREGROUND, THE SALT MARSH BEYOND 
AND THE INCREDIBLE VARIETY OF FLORA AND 
FAUNA. THE SALT MARSH MEANS THAT THE 
DUNE BELT IN THIS NORTHERN SECTION NO 
LONGER HAS THE YELLOW DUNE / EMBRYO 
DUNE STAGE OF BLOWING SAND.



IN THE LAST 100 YEARS OR SO SALT MARSH HAS 
GROWN ALONG THE SEAWARD SIDE OF THE 
DUNE BELT SO THE DUNES ARE NO LONGER 
SUPPLIED WITH SAND AND ARE NOW INACTIVE. 
THE SALT MARSH ADDS SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE 
HABITATS AND BIODIVERSITY OF THE RESERVE. 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND SEA LEVEL RISES MAY, 
HOWEVER, PUT ALL THESE HABITATS IN DANGER.



THE NATURE RESERVE ENCOURAGES ACCESS ALONG SET 
ROUTES AND WALKS OF VARYING DIFFICULTY. ACCESS TO 
MORE SENSITIVE AREAS IS PREVENTED BY FENCING. HERE 
THE VEGETATION IS PROGRESSING ALONG THE SAND DUNE 
SUCCESSION WHERE PLANT COVER, PLANT HEIGHT AND 
BIOMASS INCREASE, EVENTUALLY ENDING IN THE CLIMATIC 
CLIMAX COMMUNITY OF PLANTS WHEN BIODIVERSITY 
DECREASES. ACTION WILL BE NEEDED HERE SOON TO 
RETARD THE SUCCESSION AND RETAIN BIODIVERSITY.



INFORMATION BOARDS ARE COMMON IN THE NATURE 
RESERVE AND EDUCATION IS A KEY ASPECT OF THE 
WORK OF NATURAL ENGLAND. HERE SOME OF THE 
SPECIES THAT CAN BE SEEN ARE HIGHLIGHTED AND 
THE HISTORY OF THE DUNE BELT / SALT MARSH AND 
ITS FORMATION ARE EXPLAINED. 
CERTAIN ACTIVITIES SUCH AS CAMPING AND CAMP 
FIRES ARE BANNED TO PREVENT WILDFIRES.



IN PLACES SEA BUCKTHORN HAS 
BEGUN TO COLONISE THE DUNE BELT. 
THIS STAGE OF THE SUCCESSION 
BEGINS TO LIMIT THE VARIETY OF FLORA 
AND FAUNA FOUND AND IT IS 
SELECTIVELY CUT BACK IF THE SPREAD 
BECOMES TOO EXTENSIVE.



HERE WE HAVE A VIEW FROM A DUNE RIDGE 
OVER AN ACCESS WALKWAY TO A DUNE SLACK 
IN THE BACKGROUND. ALTHOUGH THESE DUNE 
SLACK FRESHWATER WETLANDS CAN OCCUR 
NATURALLY IF WIND CAN EXCAVATE THE SAND 
DOWN TO THE WATER TABLE, HERE THE SLACKS 
HAVE BEEN PURPOSEFULLY DUG TO OFFER 
ANOTHER HABITAT FOR FRESHWATER SPECIES 
OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS.




