July 25, 2014
Board of Directors
International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics
C/O Making Waves Swim Club
Dear Member of the Board of Directors,
Please accept our sincere invitation to consider Edmonton, Alberta as a potential host city for the 2016
International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships.
Alberta’s capital city is a vibrant cosmopolitan centre of over one million friendly and spirited people. We
are extremely proud of our reputation for hosting sporting events of all shapes and sizes, as well as our
unparalleled levels of service and value. In this document you will find information about Edmonton, our
world class competition venue – Kinsmen Sports Centre, athlete accommodations and transportation.
Edmonton not only provides superior venues and value, our attractions are truly remarkable. From the
greatest indoor show on earth (West Edmonton Mall) to Canada’s largest living historical theme park (Fort
Edmonton Park), we have facilities and activities that wow visitors of all ages. Affectionately known as
Canada’s Festival City, Edmonton has a dazzling year round calendar of festivals. All this and within easy
driving distance to Jasper National Park in the Canadian Rockies, ideal for pre and post travel.
Edmonton has a rich and historic past of hosting world class sport events. Our hosting portfolio includes
the Commonwealth Games, IAAF World Championships in Athletics, World Masters Games, FIFA U20
Men’s World Cup Canada, as well as the 2011 FINA Men’s Water Polo Olympic Qualification Tournament.
Edmonton Events is fully dedicated to this event; we recognize the impact this international event will have
on our city and province. As such, Edmonton Tourism, through our partnership with the Edmonton
Destination Marketing Hotels, has secured up to $25,000.00 in funding to support this prestigious event
should it be awarded to Edmonton in 2016.
In addition, Edmonton Tourism is able to provide marketing and promotional assets through our internal
consumer marketing department. Furthermore, it would be a pleasure to conduct a technical site
inspection of our wonderful facility at a time convenient to you so you may witness first hand why
Edmonton would be an excellent host in 2016.
We thank you for this opportunity and would be pleased to answer any questions you might have about
this bid document. We hope to work with you in the near future to serve as your host city.
Very sincerely,

Lindsay Harrison
Manager, Edmonton Events
Edmonton Tourism

July 28 2014
Dear Bid Committee
Aquatics Canada supports the Making Waves Swim Clubs bid to host the
2016 International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships in August,
2016 in Edmonton.
The event is anticipated to attract approximately 600-1000 gay and lesbian
Masters athletes from around the world to compete in swimming, open
water swimming, water polo, diving, and synchronized swimming. The
Kinsmen Sports Centre, is one of Alberta's outstanding world class
aquatics facilities. The Kinsmen Centre is centrally located near downtown
with easy access to hotels, good restaurants and shopping. Edmonton
has a rich history of hosting many successful national and international
aquatics events, like the FINA Water polo Olympic Games qualifiers in
2012. The City of Edmonton has created a strategic business plan across
all sports, from hosting major events to developing the grassroots and
boosting public participation in general in all sports.
Aquatics Canada is confidant the Making Waves Swim Club will develop
strong and credible plans for staging a World Class Gay and Lesbian
Aquatics Championships at the Kinsmen Centre.
Best regards

Lisa Schott
President, Aquatics Canada
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Dear	
  Mr.	
  Kohanowski	
  and	
  Mr.	
  Johnson;	
  	
  
	
  
RE:	
  	
  MAKING	
  WAVE	
  SWIM	
  CLUB	
  BID	
  FOR	
  THE	
  2016	
  IGLA	
  CHAMPIONSHIPS	
  
	
  
Swim	
  Alberta	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  bid	
  of	
  the	
  Making	
  Waves	
  Swim	
  Club	
  –	
  
Edmonton’s	
  Masters	
  Swim	
  Club	
  for	
  the	
  Gay	
  and	
  Lesbian	
  Community	
  for	
  the	
  2016	
  
International	
  Gay	
  and	
  Lesbian	
  Aquatic	
  Championships.	
  	
  Swim	
  Alberta	
  is	
  the	
  
governing	
  body	
  for	
  competitive	
  swimming	
  in	
  the	
  province	
  of	
  Alberta	
  that	
  includes	
  
sanctioning	
  of	
  competitions	
  and	
  the	
  training	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  volunteer	
  officials.	
  	
  
	
  
Edmonton	
  has	
  a	
  strong	
  history	
  of	
  hosting	
  provincial,	
  national	
  and	
  international	
  
aquatic	
  and	
  specifically	
  swimming	
  events	
  at	
  the	
  Kinsmen	
  Sport	
  Centre.	
  	
  This	
  legacy	
  
of	
  hosting	
  has	
  allowed	
  the	
  swim	
  community	
  and	
  the	
  Kinsmen	
  Sport	
  Centre	
  to	
  
develop	
  both	
  staff	
  and	
  volunteers	
  with	
  the	
  expertise	
  and	
  knowledge	
  to	
  host	
  and	
  
officiate	
  high	
  quality	
  events.	
  	
  As	
  the	
  Making	
  Waves	
  Swim	
  Club	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  active	
  
and	
  recognized	
  member	
  of	
  Swim	
  Alberta	
  since	
  1999	
  we	
  are	
  confident	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  
deliver	
  an	
  exceptional	
  event	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  travel	
  to	
  Edmonton	
  to	
  compete	
  in	
  the	
  
championships.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Swim	
  Alberta	
  endorses	
  the	
  bid	
  of	
  the	
  Making	
  Waves	
  Swim	
  Club	
  to	
  host	
  the	
  2016	
  
International	
  Gay	
  and	
  Lesbian	
  Aquatic	
  Championships	
  and	
  will	
  provide	
  support	
  and	
  
work	
  with	
  the	
  organizing	
  committee	
  identified	
  by	
  the	
  club	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  successful	
  
event.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

Doug	
  Bird	
   	
  
President,	
  	
   	
  
Swim	
  Alberta	
  	
  
	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Cheryl	
  Humphrey	
  	
  
Executive	
  Director,	
  
Swim	
  Alberta	
  

	
  

July 29, 2014

Dear Bid Committee
Alberta Water Polo Association supports the Making Waves Swim Clubs bid to host the
2016 International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships in August, 2016 in
Edmonton.
The Kinsmen Sports Centre, is one of Alberta's outstanding world class
aquatics
facility. Edmonton has a rich history of hosting many successful national and
international aquatics events, like the FINA Water polo Olympic Games qualifiers in
2012 with AWPA was helping host. The City of Edmonton has created a strategic
business plan across all sports, from hosting major events to developing the grassroots
and boosting public participation in general in all sports.
Alberta Water Polo Association has great minor officials who would be helping with the
games to help Making Waves Swim Club have a successful event. We are also excited
to hear that there will be a female exhibition game with the possibility of including
another provincial women’s team.

Dayna Christmas
Executive Director
Alberta Water Polo Association
office@albertawaterpolo.ca

Alberta Water Polo Association
Box 54, 2225 Macleod Trail South,
Calgary, AB T2G 5B6
www.albertawaterpolo.ca
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July 30, 2014

Board of Directors
International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics
Dear Board Members:
On behalf of the Synchro Alberta Board of Directors, I am expressing our support to the
Making Waves Swim club and their bid for the 2016 International Gay and Lesbian
Aquatics Championships for Edmonton.
Edmonton is a fantastic city with a great venue and wonderful volunteers that would
undoubtedly make for a fantastic event in 2016.
We hope that they are successful with their bid.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Byrne Luzia
Executive Director

Edmonton Masters Swim Club

Barry Lewis
President
Edmonton Masters Swim Club
http : //edmontonmasters. or g

Board of Directors
International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics

Dear Board of Directors:
The Edmonton Masters Swim Club is in fulI support of the Making Waves Swim Club's bid for the
2016IGLA Championships. We are one of the largest masters clubs in Canada" and I'm sure that our
membership would be willing to assist in any way possible to make this event a success.
Our club has already had the pleasure of working directly with the Making Waves Swim Club to co-host
events, such as the Alberta Masters 2}l}Provincial Championships held at the Kinsmen Aquatic
Centre. Their contributions were instrumental in making this event a success. Additionally, our many
members will attest to the fact that the Making Waves Annual Swim Meet is a favorite on the masters
swim meet calendar because it is so fun and efficiently run.

In 1978, the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre hosted the Commonwealth Games. Since then, it has hosted many
more major events, including 4 FINA Swimming World Cup meets (1999- 2001) and the 2005 World
Masters Games diving, swimming, and synchronized swimming competitions. In 2012, it hosted the
Men's Water Polo Olympic Games Qualification Tournament and it is featured in Edmonton's bid to
host the 2022 Commonwealth Games. It has been called one of the most unique sport centres inNorth
America.
To summarize,theEdmonton Masters Swim Club is proud to support the Making Waves Swim Club in
their bid, which features a world class facility and a world class club eager to host the event.
Sincerely,

84"--Barry Lewis

www.teamedmonton.ca

Attention: International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics
Dear Selection Committee Members:
Making Waves 2016 Bid
On behalf of the Team Edmonton Sports Association, I would like to fully endorse the Making
Waves Swim Club’s bid to host the 2016 IGLA Championships in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.
Making Waves has established itself locally and nationally as a well organized, financially
responsible, inclusive and dynamic sports group. Since 1999, the executive of Making Waves
have established a consistent track record of hosting exceptional swimming events for the
GLBTQ community and their supporters.
The aquatics facilities in Edmonton are some of the best in the nation and have hosted multiple
international, national and provincial events. These events include the Edmonton Keyano
International, Para Pan Pacific Swimming Championships, FINA Men's Water Polo Olympic
Qualification Tournament and the Summer National Championships. It is my understanding
the City of Edmonton and Province of Alberta would be honored to add the IGLA
Championships to that list of events.
These ventures do not happen without a multitude of volunteers and Edmonton has a world class
reputation when it comes to providing this type of assistance. Edmonton is often described a big
city with a small town heart when it comes to pitching in and helping out. Team Edmonton has
an active data base of over 1500 community members who we can tap into and help with a
variety of tasks.
Should you require any additional information regarding Team Edmonton or the Making Waves
bid please feel free to contact me.
Regards

Keith Andony
President, Team Edmonton
president@teamedmonton.ca/ 780 910 1142

July 26, 2014
International Gay Lesbian Aquatics
C/O Making Waves Swim Club
8928-142 Street
Edmonton, AB
T5R 0M5
To Whom It May Concern;
RE: 2016 IGLA CHAMPIONSHIP BID
On behalf of the Edmonton Pride Festival Society we would like to personally invite the IGLA Championships to our
City in 2016. Making Waves Swim Club is a well-respected organization that has engaged many people in the LGBT
Community and has consistently demonstrated their professionalism and competency for spectacular events.
.

The Edmonton Pride Festival Society (EPFS) has been working with the Edmonton Community for 34 years and we
can absolutely assist Making Waves with planning and hosting the 2016 IGLA Championships. Over the course of the
past 34 years we have built strong community partnerships with businesses, the City of Edmonton and LGBT
members in our region and therefore I am confident that we will be able to help Making Waves secure funding,
support and volunteers for this event.
The Edmonton Pride Festival has typically been held in the heart of Downtown Edmonton, however; in light of our
exponential growth over the past several year we have we have had to move our festival to Hawrelak Park to
accommodate the 35,000+ attendees. This centrally located park is home to some of the largest and most
prestigious events in our City including the World Triathlon Grand Finals and the Heritage Days Festival. Nestled in
Edmonton’s scenic river valley, bordered by lush ravines and the North Saskatchewan River, I am sure that this
venue will be perfect for the IGLA open water swim as well.
We certainly hope that IGLA will not only consider the fabulous infrastructure and state of the art venue spaces that
we have but also realize the WARM welcome that athlete’s will surely receive from Edmontonian’s and the Making
Waves Swim Club.
.

If you have any questions or would like to anything further please feel free to contact me at 780-267-7433.
Kind Regards,

Angela Bennett

August 1, 2014
Board of Directors
International Gay & Lesbian Aquatics

Dear Board Members,
I am writing this letter in support of the Making Waves Swim Club’s bid to host the 2016 International Gay
and Lesbian Aquatics Championships in August, 2016 in Edmonton, in this letter I will explain why.
Edmonton is an up and coming international city with a magically vibrant LGBT community that has just
hosted our 33rd Edmonton Pride Festival, that sees visitors from all over the world to experience the unique
charm and energy our city has to offer. My company Pure Pride Entertainment Inc. is an Edmonton based gay
entertainment and Events Company that Produces the large dance party events that features some of the
world’s most popular LGBT entertainers in a spectacular 5 hour seamless show. Pure Pride Produces the main
Pride dance party events in Edmonton, Calgary, Saskatoon and has produced events from Vancouver to
Montreal.
Pure Pride Entertainment fully supports the current bid and will put our resources into making sure the
athletes and spectators will have spectacular shows and social events to attend as part of the 2016
championships. Pure Pride event trailers can be found on YouTube by simply searching “Pure Pride”. We can
also be found online at www.purepride.ca.
The City of Edmonton is called “Festival City” because of its superior productions and the overwhelming
support that it gets from the people of Edmonton and the LGBT community is a big part of the city’s
character. Please feel free to contact me personally if you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to
being a big part of the International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships in 2016 and will put all my
resources into insuring that they will be the most memorable championships ever.
My very Best,
Dale Plourde –President/Producer

JULY 20, 2014

To the Board of Directors, IGLAC

This is a letter of support for the Making Waves Swim Club to host the 2016 International Gay and
Lesbian Aquatics Championships here in Edmonton.
Making Waves has been an active group here in Edmonton since the late 90s, and have always fostered
a healthy and positive and fun environment for Edmonton’s GLBT community and their friends.
Edmonton itself is a city of a million plus people, and is currently undergoing a very exciting period of
growth and rejuvenation, becoming one of Canada’s most desirable places to visit and live! Our GLBT
community here is thriving and dynamic, and that is in no small part due to the efforts of groups like
Making Waves.
Should they be successful in their bid to host this world-class event, they will indeed provide their
visiting guests with a truly world-class experience. They have made strong bonds with other groups,
businesses, and bars in this city, and we all stand behind them in their desire to showcase the best of
Edmonton. Edmonton has a booming downtown, with amazing hotels, restaurants, and shopping to
keep our out-of-town guests entertained and accommodated in both style and comfort, and the city has
some truly superb facilities to accommodate the championships themselves.
I know many other cities that are likely bidding for this event can say all of that, but what I think gives
Edmonton, and Making Waves, the edge is this: friendliness. As a city, we pride ourselves on how we
embrace strangers and newcomers and immediately make them feel welcome. Making Waves does this
as well. Whether in the pool our out, everyone is welcomed, accepted, and befriended.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach me at (780) 424-0077 or via email at
rob@browatzke.com

Rob Browatzke
Manager
Evolution Wonderlounge
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August 4,2014
Re: Making Waves Swim Club

To: lnternational Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Board of Directors,
Please accept this letter

of support for our local GBLT swim club, the Making Waves

Swim Club.

I am the owner of Buddy's Night Club and Woody's Video Bar, two popular and long
standing GBLT venues. The Edmonton GLBT community is a strong and proud force in
the City of Edmonton. I believe Edmonton to be one of the most progressive cities in
Canada. Our mayor is extremely supportive of the community and even hosts a mayor's
breakfast every year during pride. Additionally, in the past Edmonton has elected and reelected openly gay city councillors.
I personally, and through my businesses, will do everything possible to support Making
Waves Swim Club in its bid to bring such an important event to Edmonton. We will
work hard to ensure that our visitors are welcomed and would be honoured to help
organize some entertaining social events during your stay to our beautiful city.
Should you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at the number
below.
Yours truly,
2(
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Jasper Auenue Edmonton, Albefia
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Phone: (7S0) 488-6636

August 5th, 2014

To the Board of Directors, International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships,
GayCalgary Magazine is proud to endorse and sponsor the Making Waves Swim Club bid to
bring the International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships in August 2016.
GayCalgary provides sponsorship for events throughout Alberta and we believe that Making
Waves Swim Club will do a great job hosting this event. We will provide the event sponsorship
in the form of both print and web for advertising several months prior to the event to get our
readers excited and informed about the event. We will also provide editorial and photo
coverage, which will be outside of what we offer for sponsorship. Even though our brand is
GayCalgary Magazine, our magazine has over 300,000 readers per month and we are the most
popular LGBT magazine in Canada according to the third party stats Alexa.com. So our
magazine will provide great exposure for the event.
We feel that Edmonton is a great and welcoming city. There are some really tight and strong
LGBT non-profit groups in the city that support one another. Some of them have been around for
over 35 years! Also Edmonton has an amazing arts and culture scene. During the time of the
swim meet, it should also be around the same time as the world famous Edmonton Fringe
Festival. We do sponsor some great productions that are showing during the Fringe Festival
from Guys in Disguise which produces award winning LGBT theatre productions. Edmonton
also has the largest mall in Canada which contains several amazing attraction like a huge indoor
water park, amusement park and more. There are also the Canadian Rocky Mountains a short
drive away for participants to check out before or after the event. The LGBT friendliness of
Jasper has been noted all around Canada with Jasper Pride celebrating their 6th year.
Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information about our magazine.
Sincerely,

Steve Polyak, Publisher
GayCalgary® Magazine

Rob Diaz-Marino, Editor

