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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Morning Prayer”
Tchaikovsky

Call to Worship
Marion Scott
Leader: How good it is to give thanks to God.
Let us sing praises in honor of God Most High.
People: As the day dawns we affirm God’s gracious love.
All through the night we celebrate God’s faithful presence.
Leader: Through mighty deeds, God makes us glad.
Sing for joy over what God has done.
People: How magnificent are the works of God.
How profound is the wisdom of God.
Leader: Under God’s care, the righteous flourish.
Rejoice and wonder at the fruition of grace.
People: We long to grow in grace and faith.
We seek to bear fruit in the reign of God.
*Hymn

Sing Praise to God

Gathering Prayer

Marion Scott

Wondrous God, we are amazed by your works, which are greater than our wildest imagination
and most sophisticated learning. Sow the seed of your Word among us today, and let each of us
welcome the good news you would plant within us. Inspire in us deeper thinking and more open
receptiveness. May our lives be the fertile ground in which your love bursts into life to nourish
all whom we meet. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15

Marion Scott

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
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and your faithfulness by night,
3 to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13 They are planted in the house of the Lord;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
14 In old age they still produce fruit;
they are always green and full of sap,
15 showing that the Lord is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.
Mark 4:26-34

Rosemary Dawson

26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know
how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the
head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has
come.”
30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for
it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds
on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he did not
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
Special Music

“Fairest Lord Jesus”
Arr. Joel Raney

Sermon

So it Grows

How many of you enjoy gardening? I am one of those folks with a ‘green thumb’ and a ‘fertile heart’,
but right now I don’t have much opportunity to garden at my rental. So I have come up with a ‘second
best’ – I have learned to attend to (that is ‘spy on’) other people’s gardens. ‘Are they watering?’
‘When did they last weed?’ ‘What exactly have they planted and how will they use it?’
I know it funny, as if I had any say! But so much of life is just like that; so much so that Jesus
unearthed that penchant when he wanted to teach us about the Kingdom of God. You see, whether we
are planting tomatoes or raising kids, or even leading a church, we have a tendency to ‘take control’ or
assume we have control. We think that if we lay out our plans, work hard, and keep everything ‘just
so’ then all will be well and there will be tangible rewards – in produce, friendship or members. Of
course, the flip side and counterpart to all this is worry. Am ‘Am I doing enough?’, ‘Am I doing it
right?’, “What will happen if I make a mistake, or worse yet – fail?’ And with it also comes the attempt
to control what is not in our control.
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Our penchant leads us to think this is just how God’s kingdom works. (According to our plans, right?)
Thankfully, Jesus says it is not. In the first parable we heard this morning Jesus compares the
Kingdom of God to a ‘lazy gardener’; he throws seed out any which way and then goes off to sleep,
leaving the seed to fend for itself. Only when it’s the end of the season does the gardener make any
effort at the harvest. And that is just ridiculous! But then Jesus’ parables are always ridiculous and
incredulous; they are intended to make no sense. They are a big, cosmic joke whose sole purpose is to
stretch our imagination and disrupt our well-ordered assumptions.
So Jesus shows us how God’s Kingdom – God’s life growing among us is like a wacky garden. If you
are any kind of gardener (or even if you are not) you know just how wrong Jesus’ parable is. Good
gardeners don’t just toss seed on the ground and walk away. We plan, plod, hover. We till and amend,
set rows and hills, water, fertilize and weed. We watch the weather and protect our plants from disease,
pests and critters.
But the gardener in Jesus’ parable? He sleeps! He doesn’t labor, he doesn’t even lift a finger. He
doesn’t micro-manage or second-guess. Instead, he rests and waits. He leans into a process that is
ancient, mysterious, cyclical, natural and sure. He trusts the seed and the soil. He trusts the sun and
the rain. He participates only as he needs – in sowing and harvesting. And he does this (and doesn’t do
‘all that’) because he knows he is not in charge; he knows he is operating in, and participating with, a
realm of mystery and power well beyond his own.
In the story of God’s kingdom that is a profound truth we keep on learning; God, the true mystery,
brings forth life and good. And no amount of our striving, piety, theology, or ‘management’ can cause
that to change. What we are given, by the grace of God, is the opportunity to play in the dirt with the
master gardener. We are invited to participate with God in this thing called the kingdom – to plant
seeds, even tiny mustard seeds, of love and care, faith and hope, maybe even wisdom and truth. And
then our job becomes keeping our eyes open to the wonder, as God’s Spirit brings forth sprouts and
buds, stalks and fruit, and in due time an awesome harvest.
So, my gardening friends, what seeds have been planted among us, and what seeds have we been
sowing in our world? Can we see yet the tender sprouts, and unfurling leaves? And most of all, can we
trust our Divine Gardener?
Amen.
Hymn

In the Bulb There is a Flower

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Faithful God, we thank you for the abundance of life that surrounds us. We thank you that you have
planted the world as your garden and call us to be its caretakers. We thank you for sowing among us
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the seeds of your reign in Jesus Christ, and for the growth your Spirit has nurtured. And so we come
now, asking for your wisdom, guidance and blessing as we seek to follow your way in faith and
service.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May we recognize all the seeds that have been
planted and sprouted among us, and grant us wisdom as we continue to pursue your desires for the
growth of your kingdom here in Northfield and beyond. May our efforts seed hope and our trust bear
fruit for the well-being of all your children.
We pray for our world and its leaders. Nurture in them hearts of
wisdom and care that will blossom into true justice and peace for all people. We pray also for all who
need your care today. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the mourning, and your aid to the
needy. We also ask your blessing on… and we thank you for… And may we work with you in
nurturing the fullness of life among all whom our lives touch.
We praise you, Wondrous God, for the bounty of your kingdom life in Jesus Christ, who taught us to
pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response
Offering
By the mystery of God’s grace, the kingdom of heaven grows. We are invited to share in the joy of
seed and harvest, doing what we can to nurture true life. Let us dedicate our gifts with joyful, thankful
hearts.
Loving God, receive our gifts and cultivate the miracle of life in our church and in our world. Build us
up in a faith that trusts the mystery of your ways, that we might celebrate and support the signs of your
realm within us, and throughout the world, Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Hymn

Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
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Benediction
Go now into the world,
May your love keep on growing more and more, together with true knowledge and perfect
judgment, so that you will be able to choose what is best. … May your lives be filled with the
truly good qualities which only Jesus Christ can produce, for the glory and praise of God.
Philippians 1:9-11 TEV adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord Amen.
Postlude

“Andante Religioso”
Mendelssohn
*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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