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VERSE OF THE MONTH
Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the

CoNTACT INFORMATION

MONASTERY OFFICE
Tel: (760) 257 - 1204 Fax: (760) 257 - 1225

BAPTISM
PrLEASE CoNTACT FATHER MOUSSA TO MAKE
AN APPOINTMENT

Tel: (760) 257 - 3457

MAILING LIST UPDATE
Tel: (760) 257 - 1204

AUDIO & BOOKSTORE
For ORDERS PLEASE caLL: (760) 257 - 4444
oR Fax: (760) 257 - 1280
oR E-marr: St.AntonyBookstore@yahoo.com

MONASTERY WEB SITE

www.StAntonyMonastery.org

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO:
SaintAntonyMonastery@gmail.com

RETREATS

ALL MEN WHO WOULD LIKE TO SPEND A NIGHT AT THE

MONASTERY MUST CONTACT FATHER KyRoLOS SAINT

ANTONY BEFORE PLANNING YOUR STAY. HE CAN BE
REACHED AT (760) §559-5358. THANK YOU.

MAGAZINE CALENDAR & DIARY
P.O. BOX 1600 YERMO CA 92398
Tel. / Fax: (760) 257 - 3082
E-mail: StAntonyMonasteryDiary@yahoo.com

DONATION & MAILING ADDRESS
All checks and donations should be named to
Saint Antony Monastery and sent to:
P.O. Box 100 Barstow CA 92312

PLEASE WRITE YOUR COMMENTS BELOW:
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SAYING OF THE MONTH

It wasn’t nails that kept

our Lord on the cross,

me, though he die, yet

shall he live.
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Book of the Month

Jesus a dialogue with the Saviour

What does Resurrection have to offer youth? In our youth
we have specific needs: 1) We love life and look forward
to it 2) We love to be dynamic 3) We don't like the idea of
dying and want to live forever So what is the way to fulfill
these youthful aspirations? Can the resurrection satisfy all
these needs? May the Lord Bless all the youth and may we
all be Resurrected with the Lord.

This book is available from our Monastery Bookstore.
To Order Please call:

Tel.: (760) 257-4444 Fax:(760) 257-1280

e-mail: st.antonybookstore@yahoo.com
or order online: www.stnmoruboolctoro.orq
Saint Antony Monastery
1 in the desert of California -1
congratulate, from the depth of our hearts, "f
our holy father and shepherd,
His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il
and his partner in the apostolic service,
our holy and honored father,
Bishop Serapion
for the Feast of The Holy Resurrection.
We ask our Lord, who is risen from the dead, to grant us joy through His holy Resurrection,

and we congratulate each other saying, “Christ is Risen! Truly, He is Risen!”
We pray that our Resurrected Lord grant peace and safety, always, to our Coptic Orthodox Church.

The c nity ks of

Prysicar AbDRESS AND DRIvING DIRECTION

43725 Bragdon Rd. Newberry Springs CA 92365

DIRECTION: From HWY 15 N.
1- EXIT MINNEOLA RD. # 198 then at the end of the ramp TURN RIGHT.
2- At the FIRST STOP SIGN make a LEFT on YERMO RD. and follow for 3.3 Miles.

3- TURN LEFT onto a Bridge called COYOTE LAKE RD and follow for 1.3 Miles.
This is a curved asphalt road which turns into Hacienda Rd.

4- TURN LEFT onto a dirt road called BRAGDON RD. and follow for 5 Miles and
you will find the Entrance of the Monastery on your LEFT-HAND.

MAKE SURE ALL POWER LINES AND POLES ARE ON YOUR LEFT WHILE DRIVING ALONG BRAGDON RD.
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Great Lent

By. Bishop Serapion

Great Lentisa Period of Repentance: Fasting
without repentance and changing one’s life
becomes useless. Unless the fasting person
changes his life during fasting, he will only
be hungry and exhausted without gaining

anything else. Therefore, the Church
constantly reminds us of the importance of
repentance during fasting. Before Great Lent,
we fast Jonah’s Fast and we live the story of
Jonah and the Ninevites’ repentance. During
the third Sunday of Lent, the Holy Church
offers us the Gospel reading of the Prodigal
Son as a model of repentance, which requires
an awakening, confession of sins, leaving the
place of sin, and returning to the Heavenly Fr.
with confidence in His mercies and acceptance.
This parable reveals to us the depth of God’s
love for sinners and how He accepts them no
matter how horrendous their sin is. Our Lord

!‘!

Jesus Christ said, “the one who comes to Me I
will by no means cast out.” (John 6: 37) Christ
“has come to save that which was lost.” (Matt.
18:11) God desires that all men be saved and
come to the knowledge of truth (1Tim. 2:4).
Christ is the True Physician who is needed by
those who are ill by sin. He did not come to call
the righteous, but sinners to repentance (Mark
2: 17). Repentance is a result of divine action;
it is the Spirit of God, Who moves the hearts
of sinners to repent. It is written in the Holy
Bible, “For it is God who works in you both
to will and do for His good pleasure.”(Phil. 2:
13) God’s pleasure is in the return of a sinner
so that he will not die in his sin. When God
sees his sinful child returning to Him, He
has compassion and goes to him, kissing him,
and welcomes his return by saying, “It is right
that we should make merry and be glad.”
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(Luke 15: 32) The return of a sinner and his
repentance results in joy to God, as well as all
those in heaven, because, “there will be more
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine just persons who need no

repentance.” (Luke 15: 7)

During Great Lent, we praise God for His
many mercies. The Doxology of Great Lent
presents to us a magnificent hymn in praising
God on His mercies, as well as asking for His
mercies. The first Doxology of the Sundays of
Great Lent starts with the following:

I will praise you, O Lord, for your mercies
are forever. From generation to generation, my
mouth shall declare Your truth.

In this beautiful doxology, we praise God for
His mercies. Then the chanter remembers his
many sins and transgressions by saying, ” My
sins are heavy over my head.” As his sins are
revealed in front of him, he then remembers the
stories of those who repented and were accepted
by God, so he won’t lose hope. Therefore, he
remembers the publican, the adulteress, and
the thief and asks God to make him like any
one of them. Again, he recalls God’s attributes
by saying, “I know You are good, kind and
merciful. Remember me in Your mercy forever.”
God does not wish the death of a sinner but
that he should return and live. Then the chanter
remembers his sins once again and says:

I have sinned , O Jesus, my Lord, I have
sinned, O Jesus, my God, O my King, do not
count the sins I have committed.

He asks for God’s mercies and not to be
punished like Sodom and Gomorrah, but to
have mercy on him like the Ninevites. The
chanter ends his praise by saying:

But absolve and forgive My many
transgressions As  good and lover of
mankind Have mercy on us according to Your
great mercy.

This doxology is beautiful poetry, through
which the human soul expresses her feelings
resulting from the heaviness of her sins. At the
same time, she shows her great hope in our

kind and merciful Lord, Who is happy with
the return and repentance of the sinner. Yet, He
punishes the unrepentant sinners. Therefore,
repentance is the means by which we enjoy
God’s great mercies.

Great Lent is a Period for Doing Mercy: The
Church reminds us of the importance of doing
merciful acts during fasting. Therefore, during
Great Lent we chant together praising those
who have mercy on the poor. The Holy Bible
teaches us that the fasting which is accepted by
God is the one in which we do acts of mercy to
others. “Is this not the fast that I have chosen:
to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and
that you break every yoke? Is it not to share
your bread with the hungry, and that you bring
to your house the poor who are cast out; when
you see the naked, that you cover him, and not
hide yourself from you own flesh?”

Fasting is a beautiful period to do good
deeds by helping the poor, feeding the hungry,
visiting the sick, and taking care of the needs
of others. The person who fasts by not yielding
to the needs of the flesh, will feel the needs of
others and his heart will be moved to serve
them. Also, the asceticism of fasting teaches us
to care for the heavenly and not be concerned
with the earthly. Thus it becomes easy to forsake
our material possessions and offer them to the
needy.

Great Lent is a Period of Reconciliation
with Others: Fasting is an act of worship
presented to God, and God does not accept the
offering and worship of a person who quarrels
with others. Instead, He asks him to go and
make peace with his brother before coming to
worship and present offerings in front of God’
altar. Fasting is an appropriate time to evaluate
our relationship with others. As we ask God to
forgive us our sins, we must also forgive those
who have sinned against us.

May God grant us a blessed fast by which
we can grow in a life of prayer, asceticism, and
repentance. May we always increase in doing
acts of mercy and living in peace with one
another.
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Departure

of

On this day also, of the
year 392 A.D. the blessed
father, the lamp of the
wilderness and the father
of all the monks the great
saint Anba Macarius, de-
parted. This Saint was born
in the village of Shabsheer -
Menuf, from good and righ-
teous parents. His father’s
name was Abraham and
his mother’'s name was Sar-
ah and they had no son. In
avision at night he saw the
angel of the Lord and told
him that God was about
to give him a son, and his
name will be known all
over the earth, and he will
have a multitude of spiri-
tual sons. Shortly after, this
holy man had a son and
called him Macarius which
means “Blessed.” He was
obedient to his parents,
and the grace of God was
upon him since his young
age. When he grew up his
father forced him to get
married against his will,
so he pretended that he
was sick for several days.
Then he asked his father if
he might go to the wilder-
ness to relax and that may
make him recover from his
iliness speedily. He went to
the wilderness and prayed
to the Lord Christ to direct

StMacarius
the Great

him to do what is pleas-
ing to Him. While he was
in the wilderness he saw a
vision, and it seemed that
one of the Cherubim, with
wings, took his hands, and
ascended up to the top of
the mountain, and showed
him all the desert, east and
west, and north and south.
The Cherub told him: “God
has given this desert to you
and your sons for an inheri-
tance.” When he returned
from the wilderness he
found that his wife, who
was still virgin, had died,
and Macarius thanked the
Lord Christ. Shortly after,
his parents departed, and
he gave all what they had
left to the poor and the
needy. When the people
of Shabsheer saw his chas-
tity and purity, they took
him to the bishop of Ash-
moun who ordained him a
priest for them. They built
a place for him outside the
city, and they went to him
to confess and to partake
from the Holy Mysteries.
They appointed a servant
to take care of his needs
and to sell for him the work
of his hands.

When Satan saw St. Ma-
carius growth in virtues, he

brought on him a severe
temptation. He inspired a
girl that had defiled her-
self with a man to claim
that St. Macarius is the one
who had defiled her. When
her family heard that, they
went to him, insulted and
beat him severely, inflict-
ing much pain on him,
which he endured silently.
Macarius reproached him-
self saying “O Macarius
now you have a wife and
a child, and it is meet for
you to work day and night
for your own food and for
that of your child and your
wife.” He worked continu-
ally at weaving mats and
baskets, and he gave them
to the man who ministered
unto him; and he sold them
and gave the money to the
woman. When the day
of her delivery drew near
her labor was exceedingly
difficult, she continued to
suffer for four days and
did not deliver until she
confessed her false accusa-
tion against the Saint and
named the man that de-
filed her. When the family
of the girl heard that, they
decided to go to ask for his
forgiveness for what hap-
pened from them. When
St. Macarius heard that, he

Page 5
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fled away from them run-
ning from the vain glory of
this world.

At that time he was 30
years old, and the angel of
the Lord appeared to him
and walked with him for
two days until they came
to Wadi El-Natroun and
the Saint asked the angel:
“Appoint for me O mas-
ter a place to live in.” The
angel replied: “I have not
marked out a place for you
to live, lest you leave it in
the future and transgress
the commandment of God.
Behold all the wilderness is
yours, so wheresoever you
wish, live there.” St. Macari-
us dwelt in the Inner Des-
ert, in the place of the mon-
astery of Sts. Maximus and
Domadius which is known
now by the monastery of
El-Baramous. He went to
visit St. Antonios, who said
about St. Macarius when
he saw him: “This is an Is-
raelite in whom there is no
guile.” St. Antonios put on
him the Holy Eskeem, then
St. Macarius returned to his
place. When the number of
monks increased around
him he built a church for
them. His fame was known
all over the country and
many kings and Emperors
heard about the miracles
that God performed on
his hands. He healed the
daughter of the king of An-
tioch that was possessed
by an unclean spirit. The
angel of the Lord appeared
to him and took him to
a place and told him to
make this place his abode,
for many people will come

to him in that place. He
built a cell for himself and
a church. He thought one
day that the world had no
more righteous people, so
a voice came to him from
heaven saying: “In the city
of Alexandria there are
two women who feared
God.” He took his staff, his
provisions, and went to
Alexandria and he asked
around until he reached
their house. When he en-
tered, they welcomed him,
washed his feet with warm
water, and when he asked
them about their life, one
of them told him: “There is
no kinship between us and
whenwe married these two
brothers we asked them
to leave us to be nuns but
they refused. So we com-
mitted ourself to spent our
life fasting till evening with
often prayers. When each
of us had a son, whenever
one of them cry, any one of
us would carry and nurse
him even if he was not her
own son. We are in one liv-
ing arrangement, the unity
in opinion is our model,
and our husbands work
iIs shepherding sheep, we
are poor and only have our
daily bread and what is left
over we give it to the poor
and the needy.” When the
Saint heard these words
he cried saying: “Indeed
God looks to the readiness
of the heart and grant the
grace of His Holy Spirit for
all those who wish to wor-
ship him.” He bade them
farewell and left returning
to the wilderness. There
was an erring monk who
strayed many by his saying

that there was no resurrec-
tion ofthe dead. The bishop
of the city of Osseem went
to St.Macarius and told him
about that monk. Abba Ma-
carius went to that monk
and stayed with him until
the monk believed and re-
turned from his error.

On the day of his de-
parture, he saw Sts. Anto-
nios and Pachomius, and
a company of the saints,
and he delivered up his
soul. He was ninety-seven
years old. St.Macarius had
commanded his disciples
to hid his body, but some
of the natives of the city of
Shabsheer came and stole
his body, built a church for
him and placed the body in
it for around one hundred
and sixty years until the
Arab conquest and the re-
building of his monastery,
they returned the body to
it. In a manuscript in She-
been ElI-Koum, was men-
tioned that St. Babnuda,
his disciple, saw the soul
of St. Macarius ascending
to heaven, and he heard
the devils crying out and
calling after him, *“You
have conquered us O Ma-
carius.” The Saint replied
“I have not conquered you
yet.” When they came to
the gates of heaven they
cried again saying “You
have conquered us”, and
he replied as the first time.
When he entered the gate
of heaven they cried “You
have overcome us O Ma-
carius.” He replied “Blessed
be the Lord Jesus Christ
who has delivered me from
your hands.”
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“If then you were raised with

Christ, seek those things
which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God.” (Colossians
3:1)

My Beloved Brethren, Christ is
Risen. He is Risen indeed.

On this glorious day, as we
commemorate the blessed
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I would like to extend my
hearty wishes to all of you pray-
ing to the Risen Lord to grant
us His Resurrection and make
it real in our life.

The Lord’'s passionate and
Holy Crucifixion followed by
His Holy Glorious Resurrection
inspires a newness of spiritu-
ality within our Coptic Church,
our Coptic families, and each
Christian individual's heart. It
is a time when we truly profess
our belief in the pain-rendering
events of the Holy Crucifixion
and in the Glorious mystery of
the awe inspiring Resurrection
of the only One raised from the
dead and who sits at the right
hand of God.

This blessed event poses four
major questions to contem-
plate:

* What is the Holy Resurrec-
tion?

* How did the Lord’s Resurrec-
tion become our Resurrection?

* How do we attain Resurrec-
tion?

e How can we maintain the
Lord’s Resurrection?

What is the Holy Resurrection?

The Lord Jesus Christ is con-

sidered the firstborn, the first
fruit risen from the dead. The
Holy Book of Revelation (1:5)
describes our crucified and
resurrected Lord as ..."Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead.” He
was not raised by the proph-
ets like Elijah and Elisha, but
rather is and remains, the only
person raised from the dead by
the power of His Divinity, the
Father in Heaven and the Holy
Spirit. It is difficult for even the
most scholarly to truly fathom
the dimensions of the Lord Je-
sus Christ's death on the Holy
Cross and His Resurrection
and the impact of these insur-
mountable events on humanity
in order that the faithful may ex-
perience eternity, the heavenly
grandeur of the Father’s glory.

Tertulian, in the third century,
testified saying, “Jesus is still
sitting there at the right hand
of the Father—man, yet God.
He is the last Adam, yet, He is
also the original Word. His flesh
and blood, yet His body is purer
than ours” (Tertullian ¢.210).

The Lord Jesus Christ was
divinely heroic and heroically
divine in His Holy Crucifixion
bearing torment for our sins.
Concerning the Holy and Glori-
ous Resurrection of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, St. Paul teaches...
“he [David], foreseeing this,
spoke concerning the resur-
rection of Christ that His soul
was not left in Hades, not did

His flesh see corruption. This
Jesus God has raised up, of
which we are all witnesses”
(Acts 2:31-32).

The Ante-Nicene Fathers have
written concerning the Lord Je-
sus Christ's Resurrection and
the hidden life... “The whole
nature of men in general is
composed of an immortal soul
and a body...One living being
is formed from the two...This
proves that a resurrection will
follow of those dead and dis-
solved bodies. For without this,
neither could the same parts be
united according to nature with
one another, nor could the na-
ture of the same men be recon-
stituted...But that which has re-
ceived both understanding and
reason is man, not the soul by
itself. Man, therefore, who con-
sists of the two parts, must con-
tinue forever...The conclusion
is unavoidable, that, along with
the eternal duration of the soul,
there will be a perpetual contin-
uance of the body, according to
its proper nature” (Athenagoras
c. 175).

And also they wrote: “After
His resurrection, Christ existed
in an intermediate body, as it
were. For it was somewhere
between the physicalness of
the body He had before His
sufferings and the appearance
of a soul uncovered by such a
body. It was for this reason that
when His disciples were togeth-
er and Thomas was with them,
Jesus came and stood in their
midst, even though the doors
were shut...And in the Gospel
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of Luke also, while Simon and
Cleopas were conversing with
each other concerning all that
had happened to them, Je-
sus ‘drew near and went with
them.” And when their eyes
were opened and they knew
Him, then the Scripture says in
express words, ‘and He van-
ished out of their sight™ (Origen
€.248).

How did the Lord’s Resurrection
become our Resurrection?

St. Paul writes concerning our
resurrection, “When Christ who
is our life appears, then you
also will appear with him in Glo-
ry” (Colossians 3:4).

St. Polycarp (c. 135) taught, “If
we please Him in this present
world, we will also inherit the fu-
ture world. For He promised us
that He will raise us again from
the dead.”

Our Lord is the only One who

has risen in a glorified body,
risen never to die again, risen
and ascended into the heaven
of heavens, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father.
This Holy Resurrection is not
confined to the Lord alone but
through His unconditional love,
He extended it making it avail-
able to all those who believe in
His name. Truly as one seeks to
be obedient to the Lord Jesus
Christ, to live according to His
Word, and to participate and
grow in the Holy Sacraments
of our blessed Church, one will
experience resurrection, new-
ness, a new individual growing
into perpetual perfection striv-
ing to become in His likeness.

How do we attain Resurrection?

Resurrection, for the believer
is experienced through obey-
ing God’s commandments and
participating in the Holy Sacra-
ments of the church. In Bap-
tism, we attain the resurrection
in “a newness of earthly life”. In
Confession and Communion,
we receive the potential of the

second of resurrection, that of
our Lord Jesus Christ “antici-
pating newness in the eternal
life to come”. Through the cher-
ishing of the Holy Sacraments
one becomes virtuous, bearing
love for others, and striving to
obtain perfection in the Divine
worship of God thus travelling
down the path to the eternal
life. Loving those nearest to us
involves the heart. The Lord
Jesus Christ was full of love for
those that believed in Him, ac-
cepted His Holy teachings and
accompanied Him during His
earthly journey.

“When he was raised from the
dead, He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene and Mary the moth-
er of James. He then appeared
to Cleopas on the way. After
that, He appeared to His dis-
ciples” (Apostolic Constitutions
compiled c. 390). What kind of
worship befits God? It is one in
which love is manifest through
a humble and pious worship
that incorporates both the heart
and mind. Such a type of wor-
ship requires liberation from
all unworthy worldly entangle-
ments living a life of love, hu-
mility, piety and poverty of the
Spirit. As St. Paul says, “Set
your mind on things above, not
on things of the earth” (Colos-
sians 3:2).

How can we maintain the Lord’s
Resurrection?

St. Clement warns us that...
“After we have departed this
world, no further power of con-
fessing or repenting will belong
to us” (Second Clement c. 150).

After departure from this
earthly life everything will avail
to nothing except for the virtu-
ous, good deeds. The Lord
Himself uses the parable of the
poor and rich man to show that
the value of humility and pov-
erty supersedes that of pride
and wealth. He says in the Holy
Gospel of Luke, “So it was that
the beggar died, and was car-

ried by the angels to Abraham’s
bosom. The rich man also died
and was buried. And being in
torments in Hades, he lifted up
his eyes and saw Abraham afar
off and Lazarus in his bosom”
(Luke 16:22-23).

The endearing love to the Lord

as shown by Lazarus secured
him a place in Heaven with
Abraham alongside him. On
the other hand, the rich man
with all that he had possessed
could not purchase Heaven.

With the Lord’s death we also
died, but to the world only, and
with His Resurrection we were
resurrected to Heaven only. As
St. Paul says, “For you died,
and your life is hidden with
Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3).

Along with worshipping with
piety and humility comes the
power of the church sacra-
ments. The Holy Sacrament of
Confession and Repentance
presents a powerful shield and
armor that deserves to be put
on through frequent practice.
During this time of the Holy
Crucifixion and the Glorious
Feast of the Resurrection, let
us reflect upon the anticipated
and completed sacrifices of the
Lord Jesus Christ for our fu-
ture spiritual glories. During the
Glorious Feast of the Resurrec-
tion, let us all give thanks that
we can partake in the resurrec-
tion of eternal life with the full
knowledge that the Lord Jesus
Christ has suffered for us all to
conquer and abolish death, in
order to bring us to His Father
in Heaven with His great and
perpetual love.

The Book of Life will judge us

all according to the measure
of our striving and seeking of
those eternal things. May the
Glorious Resurrection of our
Lord implant in our hearts the
desire to see the Lord Jesus
Christ sitting at the right hand
of God, our Heavenly Father.
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Now we find that three dead persons were raised
by the Lord “visibly,” thousands “invisibly.” No,
who knows even how many dead He raised visibly?
For all the things that He did are not written.
John tells us this, “Many other things Jesus did,
the which if they should be written, I suppose that
the whole world could not contain the books.”
So then there were without doubt many others
raised: but it is not without a meaning that the
three are expressly recorded. For our Lord Jesus
Christ would that those things which He did on
the body should be also spiritually understood.
For He did not merely do miracles for the miracles’
sake; but in order that the things which He did
should inspire wonder in those who saw them,
and convey truth to them who understand... thus
our Lord Jesus Christ performed miracles [so] that
by those miracles He might signify something
further, that besides that they were wonderful and
great, and divine in themselves, we might learn
also something from them.

These three kinds of dead persons, are three
kinds of sinners whom even at this day Christ
raises...For that dead daughter of the ruler of
the synagogue was within in the house, she had
not yet been carried out from the secrecy of its
walls into public view. She was raised within and
restored alive to her parents. But the second was
not now indeed in the house, but still not yet in
the tomb, he had been carried out of the walls, but
not committed to the ground. He who raised the
dead maiden who was not yet carried out, raised
this dead man who was now carried out, but not
yet buried. There remained a third case, that He
should raise one who was also buried; and this He
did in Lazarus.

There are then those who have sin inwardly in

V..

for instance, is disturbed by any lust. For the Lord
Himself said, “Whoever looks on a woman to lust
after her, has committed adultery with her already
in his heart.” He has not yet in body approached
her, but in heart he has consented; he has one dead
within, he has not yet carried him out. And as it
often happens, as we know, as men daily experience
in themselves, when they hear the word of God,
as if it were the Lord saying, “Arise;” the consent
unto sin is condemned, they breathe again unto
saving health and righteousness. The dead man in
the house arises, the heart revives in the secret of
the thoughts. This resurrection of a dead soul takes
place within, in the retirement of the conscience, as
it were within the walls of the house.

Others after consent proceed to overt act,
carrying out the dead as it were, that that which
was concealed in secret, may appear in public. Are
these now, who have advanced to the outward act,
past hope? Was it not said to the young man in
the Gospel also, “I say to you, Arise”? Was he not
also restored to his mother? So then he too who
has committed the open act, if haply admonished
and aroused by the word of truth, he rise again at
the Voice of Christ, is restored alive. Go so far he
could, perish for ever he could not.

But they who by doing what is evil, involve
themselves even in evil habit, so that this very habit
of evil suffers them not to see that it is evil, become
defenders of their evil deeds; are angry when they
are found fault with; to such a degree, that the men
of Sodom of old said to the righteous man who
reproved their abominable design, “You have come
to sojourn, not to give laws.” So powerful in that
place was the habit of abominable filthiness, that
licentiousness now passed for righteousness, and
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the hinderer of it was found fault with rather than
the doer. Such as these pressed down by evil habit,
are as it were buried. What can I say, Brethren? In
such sort buried, as was said of Lazarus, “By this
time he stinks.” That heap placed upon the grave,
is this stubborn force of habit, whereby the soul is
pressed down, and is not suffered either to rise, or
breathe again.

Now it was said, “He has been dead four days.”
So in truth the soul arrives at that habit, of which
I am speaking by a kind of four-fold progress. For
there is first the provocation as it were of pleasure
in the heart, secondly consent, thirdly the overt
act, fourthly the habit. For there are those who
so entirely throw off things unlawful from their
thoughts, as not even to feel any pleasure in them.
There are those who do feel the pleasure, and do
not consent to them; death is not yet perfected, but
in a certain sort begun. To the feeling of pleasure is
added consent; now at once is that condemnation
incurred. After the consent, progress is made unto
the open act; the act changes into a habit; and a
sort of desperate condition is produced, so as that
it may be said, “He has been dead four days, by this
time he stinks.”

Therefore, the Lord came, to whom of course
all things were easy; yet He found in that case as
it were a kind of difficulty. He “groaned” in the
spirit, He showed that there is need of much and
loud remonstrance to raise up those who have
grown hard by habit. Yet at the voice of the Lord’s
cry, the bands of necessity were burst asunder. The
powers of hell trembled, and Lazarus is restored
alive. For the Lord delivers even from evil habits
those who “have been dead four days;” for this man
in the Gospel, “who had been dead four days,” was
asleep only in respect of Christ whose will it was to
raise him again. But what did He say? Observe the
manner of his arising again.

He came forth from the tomb alive, but he could
not walk. And the Lord said to the disciples; “Loose
him, and let him go.” He raised him from death;
they loosed him from his bonds. Observe how there
is something which pertains to the special Majesty
of God who resurrects. A man involved in an evil
habit is rebuked by the word of truth. How many

are rebuked, and give no ear! Who is it then who
deals within with him who does give ear? Who
breathes life into him within? Who is it who drives
away the unseen death, gives the life unseen? After
rebukes, after arguments, are not men left alone
to their own thoughts, do they not begin to turn
over in their minds how evil a life they are living,
with how very bad a habit they are weighed down?
Then displeased with themselves, they determine
to change their life. Such have risen again; they
to whom what they have been is displeasing have
revived: but though reviving, they are not able to
walk. These are the bands of their guilt. Need then
there is, that whoso has returned to life should be
loosed, and let go. This office has He given to the
disciples to whom He said, “Whatsoever you shall
bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven also.”

Let us then, dearly Beloved, hear these things so
that those who are alive may live and those who are
dead may live again. Whether it be that as yet the
sin has been conceived in the heart, and not come
forth into open act; let the thought be repented
of, and corrected, let the dead within the house
of conscience arise. Or whether he has actually
committed what he thought of; let not even thus
his case be despaired of. The dead within has not
arisen, let him arise when “he is carried out.” Let
him repent him of his deed, let him at once return
to life; let him not go to the depth of the grave, let
him not receive the load of habit upon him. But
perhaps I am now speaking to one who is already
pressed down by this hard stone of his own habit,
who is already laden with the weight of custom,
who “has been in the grave four days already, and
who stinks.” Yet let not even him despair; he is
dead in the depth below, but Christ is exalted on
high. He knows how by His cry to burst asunder
the burdens of earth, He knows how to restore
life within by Himself, and to deliver him to
the disciples to be loosed. Let even such as these
repent. For when Lazarus had been raised again
after the four days, no foul smell remained in him
when he was alive. So then let them who are alive,
still live; and let them who are dead, whoever they
be, in whatever kind of these three deaths they find
themselves, see to it that they rise again at once

with all speed.
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