A Humble Servant
in the Vineyard of the Lord
With praise and gratitude to almighty God, I
will celebrate being a servant of the Lord and
His people for twenty-two years this coming
May 15.

Every year during the Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday, I gather together with the priests of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia to renew our promises to the priesthood. Each time I make my renewal, it is difficult
to say the words not because I do not love or enjoy my ministry, but because I know that I am committing
to challenging work in the vineyard of the Lord.
The priesthood is about being a servant to the Lord and his people, and it is not an easy life. However, it
starts easily enough. Since childhood I always wanted to be a priest, inspired by the wonderful example of
my parents, who were great in their faith in the Lord. I played like a priest, imitating the administration of
different sacraments. As time progressed, imitation turned into reality and service went from a child’s
game to my mission.
Servanthood is not an easy life; it is filled with challenges ranging from logistical issues to heartwrenching decisions. However, I am grateful to God for all of my brother priests who mentored me and set
a good example. I have been blessed to have assignments in four parishes: St. John Chrysostom in Wallingford; Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Martha and Our Lady of Hope in Philadelphia. In addition, I was assigned to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary and I am the chaplain of the Filipino Apostolate.
Upon arriving to my first assignment at St. John Chrysostom, I found a great passage written on the tabernacle: “I have come to serve.” Then when I turned around and saw the altar, the crucifix had written on it,
“To serve Him is to reign.” The life of servitude is the calling of every member of the clergy, and I can
attest that it is not easy to accomplish it.
When I was assigned to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, my friends asked me what I would be doing in
the seminary. I joked that I may need to undergo another formation. Although it was a joke, my time assigned to the seminary really was an advancement in my spiritual life. Bishop Michael F. Burbidge taught
me and the seminary that, “to be a man of service, you need to be rooted in prayer.” I fully embraced that
teaching and it was further reinforced when I became the Director of the Spirituality Year in Northampton.
It was there that I harkened to the words of St. Vincent de Paul: “Give me a man of prayer and he will be
capable of doing everything.”
Prayer and service have a very special symbiosis that forms the very center of our ministry. Prayer leads to
service and in service, you find reasons for which to pray. Then that prayer leads to renewed service and
the cycle of our commitment to the Lord continues.

For eight years now, I have been the pastor of Our Lady of Hope Parish in North Philadelphia. It is a parish
wrought with numerous challenges, but this is where my ministry has really come alive. Our church building
is magnificent architecturally but it needs a lot of improvement. Although the community is not the most economically affluent area in the city, it is very rich in spirituality. From its multicultural population to volunteers from all walks of life, it is truly a blessing to have so many people from different backgrounds coming
together for one purpose: to do good for the greater glory of God. Each challenge is confronted with a mosaic
of skills that can only be drawn from a diverse group.
As I have learned, service is not static. It is a dynamic calling that brings out all of your talents to serve the
Lord and His people. In 2001, while I was assigned to Maternity BVM Parish, I met a parishioner, Eloise
Gonzales. She and her family had been sponsors of the Santo Niño community in Malabon in the Philippines
since 1986. After hearing about the community, in 2004, several doctors and volunteers embarked on a mission with me to the Philippines and we have continued that mission yearly to this day. The annual FIAT Santo Niño Medical and Dental Mission provides medical assistance to the indigent population of different parts
of the Philippines. This mission is not just a fundraising effort; it requires the best efforts of the volunteers
and myself to culminate in the direct, effective works to help the poor.
Through this entire journey of mine, I have learned to rely on my motto in life: FIAT - let God’s will be
done. Fiat is defined as an official order given by someone who has power, an order that must be followed.
Service in the priesthood is not an option; it is the core of the ministry. Therefore FIAT is servanthood. As
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said, “The path to real greatness in life is not found in self-promotion but in
sacrificial love towards God and other people.”

