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Jects i dect’ the' cmﬁpletmn '

,we.tex: damage and m:.nesweeps of:

(c) sECTDN T

(LI) Or amzatlon-

Durlng the: report:’ pemod,m thes: B%hahngmeer Battallon (Com&at) con31st‘ed o
Headouarters and: Headouarters: Company:-and. four- letteredsline: companiess. Thex5
Engineer- Campany: (Panel. Bridge) and.the:137th Bngineer-Company {Lights a‘l'nu:r.pment“
remained attached to the Battalion- throughout: the: report period. The:. “uarry:S5&:
tion of the. 517th Engineer-Company; (Light: Esuipment):ravaineds attachedsto: Com:
pany D, 3%th Engineer-Battalionunbil:1 September:1969: when: itywass tramsfered®
to the 20th Engineer-Brigade.. With:the- departure: of the: 19th: bngmeorwﬁattallorr e
(Combat) from I'CORPS on 14 September-1969, Company:€,.19th fngincer-Battalions” -
was placed under-the operatiomal. control.of the 39th Sngineer- Battalion and: the. .
73rd Engineer: :Company.. (Construction: Support) was:abtached:to. the 39th- Engineer~
Battalion.. ¥#ith:the closmg of LZ HIGHBOY. (BS‘}?B!M) on 107 Octobers 1969, Comss-. '
pany C, 19th-“ngineer-Battalion: reverted back to-its pirent unit... THe-73rdr  ©
Englneer Company- (Construction  Support) remained attached through their-mainte—.
nance stand downrat QUI MION from-10 . October-1969 through” 2[;. October- 1969* and:
were attached to the 35th Eng:x.neer G:coup -OT 24& Octoher 1%9

é .- (U) Gm’nnand -

The 3%th: Engineer Battalion. (Combat) remained:under the- command: of "the Com...h '
manding Officer;. 45th ingineer Croup..- The: Battalion: remained:in suoport of the

smerical Jivision throughout. e report period, with:Headruarters and }Eeadnuart:ers*

Company at the- same location withir the: GHU LAIL Base: (BT534036).. ~Teumbent: coms-
mandsrs: at th& ciose. of the. report“ period.were. asi fo'llows- R ' '

€O, 39th Engr-Bn- ' ' -Lﬂ?%mﬁy&@mm&ﬁ

€0, Co. 4, 39th. Engr Bn.. . - = CPT" Chartes»R..Eller- -
C0,. Co: B}, 39th: Engr-Br . . R --WCET Harr.;_;se-- 2ylops:
G0, Co= G, 39th Snge: B ” .”Ia.fren

T Toprefics 4. Ciahem
i . ki A (ET ROberti J' AReilly
00y.. 137t.h~ Engr- Co- (IE) o —-CPT Fernand-A. Martineau.

(C) Majorhcta.vﬁ:ms.

w:cantrollafithe 9th Englneer Buttallon (USﬁc

resunptrion: of “the - 27th Surgics Hospltal mvetment"nmjsw ot CHY LA



from 5 September-] 969;'-’t'hno;ughﬁi the endrof the“report-periodi. :

paving by B and shoulder ‘work remaining prior to the. completion on 3 Octoher:
1969. It was accepted as complete om 25 September: 1969 by the Senior-adviser;. -
Danang Highway District and all work was. completed on.3 Octaber- 1949,

(b) The upgrade- of QL—1 from DUC FHO to MO DUC continued, with the base: courses: .
camplete for 11.2 kilometers-and pavement complete for-9.25 kilometers of the: 16.07
kilometers of highway. The paving was performed by the Battalion with agsistances . -
from the 73rd Engineer-Gompany- {Construction: Support) and~ Company C, 19th: Emgineers
Battalion (Combat)from 1, September-1969 to 9° Cetober-1 969.. then these units dex
parted,. a paving train was: provided and the: Battalion contirued paving operations

(c) The Land Clearing: Platoon (Provisional). ms-? formed. on- 2, August: 19’6?3}:58_-11-&1:;_“ |
placed under the. operational control of the Land- Crearing-Coémpany,. Fth Engineer— .
Battalion (USMC) on. 1 September 1969. In two months the -pl&to‘on."ha;s;cleaged. :

3276 acres at 3 different areas for: the snerical Division..

(d) Tte DUC PHO Helipad renovation was completed on 19 September 1969 which. in-..
cluded resurfacing the 14,000 square yard helicopter-taxiway and a 4O foot. by-40. .
foot M8A1 matting helipad. ' ' : ‘

() 4 total of 17 culverts, with 27 OMP tubes were: to be installed on OL-1 be-.
tween BINH SON (BS601922) and QUANG. NGAT. to replace” destroyed and buried culverts..
The project was begun on 2 September- 1969 and was 72% complete at the end the rew.. -
port period. These culverts had been damaged due to ereny activity.

(£) & considerable portion of the:construction effort during October was de—
voted to repairing water damaged. arcas of OL-f and' keeping: the road épen to traffie.,. -
This involved hasty placement of culvert wingwalls, placement of blast rock om
shoulders, and other steps to reduce and repair-the water-domage.. The Battalion
assumcd the mission of maimtaining'Qlet to construction standards from BINE SON to- -
I/II Corps border, a distance of 88.8 kilometers on 3 October 1969..

{g) After eccupying LZ GOLDIE: (BS680658) for six months, the LZ was closed
on 5 September 1949. Company 4 and. Company D began in earnest on 29 Augusts to.
disassemble bunkers and salvage all reusable material. Material which could not:
ve salvaged was buried and the entire LZ was eleared. Doth units relocated. to. .
GiU Lal on 5 September 1969. ‘ ‘ :

Le (C) Activities of Headauarters Company:

Throughout the report period, Headouarters- Company, 39th Engineer Battalion.
was loouted at. CHU L&l (BT534036) with the 39th “ngineer-Battalion.. Headriarbers: .
Company continued.its:mission of ‘supporting: the: Iine- companies. and accomplishing
engineer support tasks: for the: fmerisal Uivis’ibrr*.witfgih" the: GHU' LAT base: area..
Headouarters Company- supported. the: 511th Engineer- Cé:_hp.any*(?}:ingl_” Dridge’) forrmessing;
from the beginning-of the. re_mrt:periodz...'untﬁﬂ?ﬂ‘ij‘-Séptexﬁber::-"'aifzd;_"js'up;'j.drted Compray:

Throughout the period, the HeavyE"‘mlipmentf: Platoon has been eﬁplbyed- to assisty
the line companies-as needed. Located- at LZ GOLDIE (BS680658) at: the start of " the:




period, the hoavy Eouipment Platoon remained to operate the IA HA Borrow Pitand.
to assist the closeout: of the LZ on 5 September 1969. Upon returning to. HUSTAL
on-5 September; the platoon undertdok. the upgrading of bridge aporoaches imsprepas.
ration. forthe: completion of QL-1 from QUANG NGAL (BS64,5728) to MO DUC. (BS7373

During-h-ugust, the formation of a Provisiomal Land Clesring Platoon WE S - &L EOMm~
plished.. Seven of the mine dozers in the. platoon were eruinped with tree-dozer
kits. The. platoon was: organized to be under the operational control.of the:r 9t
E‘ngizleer-«Battaljnn-‘—(USM'C') -which' perfonrs.tactical land clear-ingf forrthe: Amerteos
Division. . From 1 September 1969 to 7 Sentesiber 1969,..the platoon operated .northi-
west of T&M XY (BRT32521 5) and left" the. area due to unsuitsble working area: caused. -
by the heavy rains. The unit then moved to an area south of the SONG TRA. KHUC;,.
kilometers west” of QUANG NGAT on’10 September 1969. This operztion lasted. umtdl.
27 September 1969 and s total of 975 acres werc cleared. Aftera 6 day maintenance
stand down-and’ an 8°day delay due to high seas, an amphibious. landing was made: g
long the coastal area just north of DUC PEO (B3807372) and the third area begum: on
14 QOctober 1969. To date, the Land Clearing Platoon has cleared a total of 3276
acres ¢t the three different loctition. Over 2000 meters of tunnels-and trenches .
- and’ 456 burkers have been destroyed. ThHe platoon has fourd and destroyed 736 ars.
tillery rounds; mortar rcunds, and mines and have had only 6 personnel. wounded: -
action. ' : ' ‘

During the report periocd, a self-help program was started which involved Ink.
provement’ of the maintenance area drainagé, construction of additional mainbenance.
buildings, improvement of Living areas and construction on rew showers. At:thie

end of the period, a vehicular wash rack had been built , the new B shower hod been
bullt, and fill had been paleed in the motor pool for :zlevating the area.

5. {(C) Activities of Company A:

At the. beginning-of the report period, Company & was locatzd-at LZ GOLDTE (B9~
680658) . The assigned missions included the construction .of an 80 foot, .. class: 60,
timber pile bridge at BS685658: essential facilitics at engineer base campsy re=—
pair. of enemy damage on Ql-i from BS722556 to 856856583 the maintenance and ime-
provement: of culvérts along (L-1 from GUANG HGATL (BS6L2747) to MC DUC (RS737530%:.
and supporting: Company Dy 39th Engineer Battalion with dwmp trucks for their rock:
el & o _ _

Cempany 4 had started construction of an 80 foot s class &0, timber pile bridge
during-the previous report period. Construction slowed. several times. due o unusies-
ally high water and incidents of piles breoking and splitting. The hridge was: come
pleted on 7 October 1969. oo ' C ot
- B . . L PET ISt T o
~ Beginnimg 29 August 1969, maximur effort was devoted to the closeout of L
GOLDIE.. THer second platoon wis sent to CEU LA T (BT534036). with. the missio
constructing Living, mess and’ maintenance. fadilities in preparation forstheume
to. thatiloeetdons. The-dump: trucks ‘assisting: Company.D on. the. rock: haul_were: re=
leased and: utilized  £o transport materdsls to (U LAY The closecut of. LZ:GOLD:
was completed on 5 September: and Company A relocated to CHU LAI, where it has:
mained throughout the rest of thz revort pcriod.. o




On17 August the north span of the 39 foob, nlass 60, timper pile.bridge:at-
BS706618 wis destroyed by enemy activity. DRépeir of the bridge was started immedde-
ately.: Sewer:l piles, fiwve stringers and ‘the. decking:and treadway-were replaceds. .’
The bridge Wis_"comple.tEdw ‘and onened to traffic 10 doys after-it was destroyed..

Company # also had the mission of maintenance and. improvement. of culverts:zalongs
Lt PPéom UANG HGAT 1o MO DUC,  This included the unerade. and repaiz::cf"thea;wjﬂgf-*'
walls and headwnlls onthe culverts. The Commany constructed defensive positionss:
for the bridges at BS685658 and RS707617. The defensive positions were- constructed:.

with unservicsable COMEX. containers reinforced with- sindhags..

tional control. of the 137th Engineer Company-(Light Equipment) 2nd. Comoainy €, 39~
fngineer Battalion, respectively, The first plitonn moved to LZ.VAX (BS763472) to
assume the nission of security of work portiss on N1 uprride operations.. Thex |
second' platoorn relocsted to LZ BRONCO (8S815283) to support ‘he-minesweep of MLits
from DUC PHO (BSB07378) north to vic BS7A9417 and the revhir of ememy drmape-

On 15 Sépt-mﬁer. 19‘69'-,. the First and second: platoo}l; were: pla.ced"f'under"‘t%i&-..topemww

that arca. On 3 October the second nlatoon moved to LZ HaX... _
Company s completed two civie action projects. Thev consisted of the. repaips
of the QUANG NGAL Hospital Felipad and the donstion of urmssble - lumber, silvored:
from LZ GOLDIE, to the. OUsNG NG=I. Orph-nage.. - : _

On 9 October '1969‘,_ the bypasses "i"_q.r:g the bridges at. 85593933 and BS57796l. weres
reroved to 1llow proper draimge during the monsocon. flocds. : R

Company # provided dump trucks, under the operational comtrol of the 511tk
Engineer Commany (Pancl Bridge), for rock 2nd nephnlt houls-from (BU Lal to the
work site on Al~3. Security for the rock and asphilt haul was also provided in-
the form of wvehicle mounted patrols. L . . L

)

Enemy activity was relatively light during the report: neriod.. Q! August 1969,
the minesweep boam roceived sniper fire at BS723597 with no cnsuslt iesror-demapes:
The SOCond_'pla.’toorr:mineswe-ep teame found: a damaged culvert ~t-RS725562 due. torenemy:
damage-on 12 august 1969.. Several loaflets mnd # hand: rrinade: weres-found-at-thes
site. On 25 August 1969, a phoney minefield was discovered and removed at RS720586...
The following day a 5 pound mine wazs found =nd destroyed =t BSA92647. The second:
platoon found and destroyed 4 mortar rounds at BS886291 during: s mincsweep ons13i
October 1969, &4n infantry minosweep team came upon o 45 pourd: anti-tank-mine ats .
B3886283 on 23 October-1969. The minc wns hlown in nlace by Commany A.. o

During the report period Company-4 closed out LZ GOLDIE. and relocated to: CHU
LaI, The construction of an 80 foot, class .60, timher-pile bridee at T"Sb85658 ums:
completed nnd'the north span of the tikber-pile bridge at. BST06618 was ressiveddis &
The Comprny repaired amt upgraded the culvert: headwalls and. wingwalls: Prom: MUANG
NG2I to MO DUCL Adthourh the first and second platoonis: were-under: the: operatidna®’.
struction of the Company area. at CHU' LAT and provided sceurity for the rocksandss .
asphalt’ hauls.. = - ‘ P _ : - ;2




S _

6. {C) sctivities of Company Bz~

Atithe start of the. report period;. CompanyB, 39th Engineer-Battalion: (Combat)™
was locAted. at:LZ DOTTIE(BS627854) with: the. mission to naintain and - ungrade-the:
bridges and drainage structures on-highway et from CUANG. NGAT (BS6L27L7) to-BEER
SON (BS601922) a total distance of 18 kilometers.. First Platoon, Company 2 was: -
located at: L7 SNOOP’E.:(BS?OOGO??){,\to*-' provide a defense. for-the-LZ and to condircts
minesweep opsrations:betwesn.LZ SHOORY.and: bridge L1404 (BS7T28556) .. In=additions.
‘ompeiny B. conducted a daily minesweep of (L-! between BINH. SON and the SONGY TRA..
KHUC River.. at the start of the- renort period, major-emphrsis was placed onzrew.
pair of encuy demage, the upgrade.of:highway NL-i,.and:the preparation of L%

DOTT'Z:FE}.::for- the monsoon. seasons..

Projects under construction at the start of the report period were as. f6llowss:
a deily rock haul.of two inch'minus-rock from CHU LuI (BT534036) to-bhe-basescourse
laydown site on QL-1 the..renovatiom of 19 old living/firhting bunkers:and* thes
construction of 19 new:{(16tx201) living/fighting bunkers at LZ DOTTIE: Prodechts:
initiated during the report period consisted.of the construction of a 16'x20t- 7
concrete pad for-the 39th Engineer-Battaliom gtahilization plant: at: CHU"LAI}the
construction of o TOC bunker (12tx16!') for the CHU LAI Defense. Command ‘at: the- Come
bat Center; the construction of a 16'x32' vehicle wash rack at (HU LAT; the con—
struction- of four gun.pads forrA Battery 1 /82 Artillery at LZ DOTTIE; the hydro=.
seeding and peneprimeing of the banks along AL-1 from “UARG NGAT £o MO DUC:{BSZ.
737530) ;- the ropadir and. replacement of 27 damzged ‘culverts along NL—1 from: BINHE
SON to. "UalNG. HGaT; and. upgrading-the dreindge structures along NL-1 from NUANG™
NGAI to MO DUC,. o , S . T

The rock haul of two inch minus rock from CHU LAI which started on & May=1969y. .
cortinued through the report period with Company B trucks hauling 2884 ,cub:ic;.-_ya';!tis,

of rock to the:laydown’site: and:td.a. stockpile atrLZ SNOOPY .-

was partially completed: as 12:;:',:newz-bunkers:-:w._er;ek built.. I addition;.to urepare:.
the LZ for- the monsoom. season;..the-mess hall was renovated, 104 féet: of culverts ™
was installed for drainage, and deep drainage ditches were cut along all interide-

The reconstruction of 19-living/fighting bunkers: which started on 28 July—196r9,

roads.

Om 6 sugust:.1969, work, wis started for-the: placing of"a . 15x20t conerete pad
for the 39th bngineer Battalion stabilization olant.at CHU LAI... The-pad WASH COonté
pleted on 10 Augast: 1969, . .. . - - . ‘ - S

On: 14 August- 1969 four sun: pads. were-built for-4 Battery; . 1/82?'Art'ill.er3ar Ang
LZ. Dottie.. Sévem holes: were excavated. for: livingsbunkers and: 500- scuare: meterss:
of ‘land. was’ cleared;, graded and:leveled... Parapets were: built: around: the: guir
and-all. work was: ecmpleted- on: 205 sugnsts 196%... Work: started. onr 19"August: 19695 0
construct. & 12'%16'  TOC bunkersfor-the: (HU LAl Defénse Cémmand:ardéthe: bunkers ¥
was. completed on22 sugust-1969... ' ' T ' '

On: 2 Septembery two majorrprojects were sterted: ( 1) the hydroseeding- and:
penepriming- ofithé: banks: and: shonlders-of Aliet. from- QUANGNGAL to-MOIDUC, anproxis.




mately 22 kllometers ard. (2) the repair-of 27" dmaged culverts between BINE SON.
and. QUaNG NGAI.. Ag the oerd. of, the renort perdod.the banks: and: shoulders had: been

competed - from: QUANG: KGAT. £o L7 BNOORY,., - aporoximately: 13 ‘kilometers.. Adsoy aIT of
the culverts: except’ three. haverbeen: msbal}‘:"_edh and” the: Pemaining- work- Prom BINH
to QUM‘IG NGaI: included: bu:l.ldmg headwalls andﬂpatchinp" thes asnhalt on: Ot ...

O 9 SGPtﬂ'lber 1969, work: bega.n one 'bhx, constructlon of & 1613532} concrebes ©
vehicle wishsrackiat-CHULaI.. The wash rack, was: comnleted on: 23" Séptember—1 969

On 23 September- 1969, Camnany B was: ass:Lgrred +the mission-of* ren‘?lrlng*and*“m_
proving all:of the draimage-structures frorerUAN SNGAT to-MOIDUC, . W I

reconstructed. on two bridge sites,. four- culiert bypasses:wore dlsm'tntledw and: four
culvert headwalls were constructed. The project was completed on 26 Octoberﬂ%?.i_.

On 300 Sentember 1969, the first platootr. relocated from Lz SNOOPY ‘to LZ" DOTTIE
and the Company éarca. of Operations- increased: in:size.. Company B is now responsi=
ble for maintenance and ‘pepair- of OL—1 from BINH:SON to:the north bank: of the= SONG‘
Vs River (BS694636), approximately 28 kilometers;. and responsible for-mineswecps.’
operations from LZ" DOTT]L to MODUC (L7 DRAGON: @ccess: road;: i,srz3_qr530) a.ppmxmately"

KO kiYometers,.

In additiom to the assigned. pm1ects; Commrry B undertook nany d i1y repad:

_ jobs to keep ©L-1 .openi. Five bypasses werarcubstosallow free: fI6w of water—a
five br‘ldgc.. sitess appreéches to brldges were: excavabted, recompacted,. and-asvhalted:
at 2 bridge sitesy 7L~1 was patched-in 7 places: whers enmy"and water: damage: was;
incurred between BINI SON and. QUANG NGAT; headwalls were built. on5 culvertsy a

sistance was rendered in the constructmn of A 1;‘5 foot dry- Span. over: ‘2 waghed" out"
bypass at 88638'781. - : : :

Enemy act'lvﬁ.ty during-the . re,nort“ per:md ms‘noder"tely Tipht with* the f‘:LI:st"
platoon at LZ:SNOOPY involved in most of the:incidents,. Uuring this bermd the.
first platoon-at:LZ SNOORY was: involved: inzone.ldght: ‘mortar- attack;. 2" ambushe: '
along QL1 and 5- snlper incidents. The: rest ofylompany:B was ifvelied- in

sniper incidents;. 2 mining- mc:xients a.nd a. hea.vv” grmmsi and- mnrtr—!r' att.:.ck orr: L,
DOTTIE on 12 augist: 1969:. o : -

At 0040 hours, 12 ﬂugust 1969, LZ DOTTIE: came under-a heavy ground: and: mo;*tzrrfv -
attack which. resultted in. two friendly casvalties:. The, enemy-foree;. consisting '.crf'"’
two reinforced sapper-companies;. sufféred. 23%confirmed KIAYs and. 2 prisoners:caps. -
tured. Weapons captured included four#Kel7 rifles,. 300" Chicom grerédes;. severald -
8tmm morta rs, A bangc.lore torpedoes a B—l.{l“rockut launcher and several %1 re*cket._

and - mstalled 91;2 feet of culvert fur d::":mage, hauled !;37‘5“ cuhl& y“*rds oft basa e
rock for-drainnpe dnd: road: upprade; rebuilt 12 (16/%x201): 1 fight i 5
and filled. and: plaoed 205000 s«'mdba.gs on-Bunkers:ati the:L

. {0) Ac:t,:urltles of Company C'.



A}

Attachments included: First Platoon, Company B, 39th Engineer-Battalion; located:
at~LZ. SNOOPY (BS700407), from 2 September- 1969 £o 28 September- 1969 in- supportzofs”
minesweeps, and.Second Platoon,. Company-i > 39th.Engineer-Pattalion at LZ MAX from-
4. September 1969 to the- present, for-support of.minesweens,. security;, and: culimeirt:
repair. Trojects inprogress at the beginnine of the report period includedsmines.
sweeps in #0R, repair-of enemy dumage om: QL1 from: PS728556 to. BSB05382) , repairs
of damaged culverts on-0L.1 from MO DUG(BS737530) to DUC PHO. (BSBO7378), securdtyr
for-137th ungineer: Compuny- (Light Esuipme nt} work:partiés on. NL-1,. esse ntiall facdoe.
lities at unginreer-basc camps, and civic actions in -OR.. .

Projects initidted during- therenortperlod were- combat, support- overationsy.:
tactical bridge responsibitity on L1 from BS728555 to DUC.PHO; and: waternroofing-
the 4SP bérm at' DUC PHO.. o | | B

Company -C was responsible for: minesweep opérations from MO DUC to. DUG .PHOj..ax
distance of 16 kilometers. In conjunction with minesweep operations, a civie sction
program was underway. This program included the hauline of 36 cubie: yards-of f£ill.
to the villages of’ CHAU Mb (BS7L45516). and THAGH TRU” (BS7671474),. the treatment:of:
305 sick and wounded Vietnamese nationals and. providing the Tocal nationals:with:

98 MED=VAC's to the 11th .Infantry Brigade cles—ing station.at LZ RRONGO. (Bsg15383),

A tnt.al?“of 12 mines were dete cted. and AE.,'Were,' détonéﬁé_d;"on m'inesweep's; during:
the report period:. The minesweep” team was ambushed on” 12 August. 1969..

. The secord platovon was sweeping Ob-1. from LZ MAX t6 MO DUC on 12 sugust 19695
when they were ambushed in-the village of TU."SON (5'57:‘58&88:-) .. The. attack begans.-
when two Chicom: claymore mines failed to dotonate.. Heavy-automatic small.arms:
fire and BPG's from four distinet  locations pimmed down the. entire. sweep teamrand .
disabled all of the wvehicles. The enemy force: consisted. of a reinforced NVA.plaw..
toon. A-resction force was dispatiched from LZMAX despite. a. diversionary attacks
on the LZ.. The' Second- Platoon was-in danger of "being overrun: wren:the. RECON: chop—-
per from: the 19th: éngineer-Battalion arrived and.pinned. down:the: attackers-untill..
gunships could' arrive. MEDLVAC!s: were made: with gunship- convers. The enomy: wa
finally driven off by gunships znd. ground forces. . & sweep:. was: made. of the. are: X
and four-rockets with prepellant; ) AK=47 magazines, and: 2. Chieom:: claymoresywere: .
found. The enemy-had: been located inhouses. as close as. 15 feet from the highwag..
Following ammo resupply and troop reinforcement;,, the minesween continued. £o-MODUC ..

without further  incident

at the end of the last report period,  construction.of. the 50 foot, three: span;.
timber-pile bridge at BS736533, was completed.. On the mormwing of 12 dugust: 1969
Company C, whileror‘their mineswesp, found the. north. span.had been destroyediby - -
the eremy during-the.night.. As there was no. bypass; . Company, € immediately-began: -
construction of ‘a MLTE float bridge. TItiwas. camrleted.and opened-to trafficron.
13 sugust: 1969... Work Began' in earnest: to replice.the. north span.. The. damawed
material ‘WS  removed and-thé new bridge. completed on: 19 sugust: 1969, The fToat:

bridge wis dismantled. on"20-August’ 1969..

On 5 August: 1969,. Company -Cicompleted. the cor}'sﬁructi'oﬁ-"-af. a three span;. 58t foots
class: €0, timber-pile: bridge at BST71461.. Construction of the bridge had. started:
4 July 1969.. : : ,




Waterproofing of the ASP berms at DUC PHO was started on 4 September-1969-and:
completed on 11 Septembor-1969. The project consisted of waterproofing: 5200 scuape:
yards.of berm:. ' : : ’ . . e e

137th: Engineer- Company (Light- Houipment) 2léng (L=1. .0On.15 September. 1969;. thes .
attachment. of elements:to-the 137th Engincer: Company (Light Beuipment) for-thes
purpose of providing: security;.allowed Cdmpany C to use. part of their  security .

" CompanyCprovided: security- for-the up grﬁdlngcpe rations. be ing:performed: by the:

force.on the repair of ‘enemy-and water danage..

A great deal of emphasis was placed on the. improvement: and. renovation: of:LZ1:
defenses during-the report-period,. "Second lifie of defensel ‘positions:were: conss.
structed aroundthe LZ,. THis included the clearing-of hrush and.undergrowth:tox.
afford better fields of fire. &ll of the towers, bunkers, and. secondary positions
were repuired and reinforeed. The defensive wire was improved with some of thes.
old wire replaced. ' o SR

On 11 October-1969, a 9700 pound rice cache was.uncovered. while- investieating:
the area where a. 5-ton -dump truck was destroyed by «.mine. The rice was evacuated:
to LZ BRONCO where it was turned-over -to aCV: - T

Heavy rainfall in early October made it necessary for Commany C to divert: their
resources to water-damage repair. Bypasses, that were. inhibiting drainage;. weres
ranoved at fourr-locations om M1 and repairs at culverts and bridpe approaches: -
were auickly made, thercby keeping the highway open to traffic.. : o

Enemy activity was at its highest level during the month: of sugusti. Ther Tl
were 16 mining- incidents of which 12 were detected and L were detonated. One: 5uton -.
dump truck was destroyed when it hit a mine while being-used as a.proof truck ore.
2 minesweep. The ambush occurring on’ 12 august 1969 during-a minesweepsresulted -
in'1 US kiiled: and 10 US woundeds. Hevipment: destroyed in. the. ambush includedsa . .-
5-ton dump truck; a 3/h-ton' truck; and F-ton truck. Company C.was. credibed:withs:
one ememy” kill.. st -the same:time: as the ambush,. there was a-diversionary-atbacik . .
of the LI'that  resulted- in no  damzge or casualties.. Five sniper-inéidents.occurred::
and. five: barricades were disposed of by minesweep teams... Combat sweeps:around:
LZ MAX. found and destroyed. a- short” tunnel, ono fighting nosition,.and. 5 dud. mor
and artillery rounds. THe north span of the timber- pile bridge. nt BS736533 was
destroyed on" 12 august 1969, but-was opened for-traffic the: next days.. The:.enem
destroyed five culverts during this period. ' '

at-the end of the report'perioc.i,.th:er'éohs’c;rjuptibn"of a 58:foot, 3 span;.
pile bridge-and'a 50 foot,. 3'span;. timber-pilé.bridge had been: completed:

Company aceompIished the witerproofing of the DUC PHOASP berms:and an:extensive

upgrade of ‘drainage and: defeénsive ficilities at’ LT MEX.. I eonjunction with: the ... .
daily minesweepsy. sick: B.rﬁ.‘,"wnuhc'led"Vibtnaméserz_;riétipr;ﬁyls-- were.treated undersths .

Medical Civic-iction Progrem. In edditionm to providing security. for:the uvegrading :
operations: on QGL—t; Comnany C had inst81Ted 522 féet.of. culvert;. used: 15,708 board: «.

fest of lumber-and placed 1,240 cubic yards of'rock and f£il1l in:the rapair of
damaged culverts-and. water damage. . o Ete e g
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On. 29 august 1969, maximum effort was devobed to the closeout .of LZ: GOIEIIE”M
During: the final. week of august, 11 sach. 167x16% li\t:_ng/ fighting bunkers. were:coms-
piletely dismantled.. The- supply-room;. CF; 2 took: roomsy. 2 paintlsheds, . a na:r_n NANCS:
lent;..a.latrine; .and.a-shower were- diemantledsand - all material Hauled to CHU
ﬂlso: the. 75 ton per-hour-rock: crusher-was: disassembled and returned to CHU

A total of 10,800 full” sandbac:s were - removed from bunkerS'-and tr"nsnorted t
Tal,

4 forward element was sent to CHU LaT to handle the stockpiling of mater;ml and
the c¢stablishment ofa. forward: area.. . By=the: end- of* hugust ceight flonrs. fez y
medimm. tents were constructed twq teﬂts ere: cted_, a.nci a shower** comnleted.

The air Compressor:Section was raleased by=- Comnﬂny D and returned to the- o
respective companies. . . : ,

The remaining “ortlf’icﬂtlon nnd bunj_dlngs at LZ GOLDIE were dismantled durlmz
the first five days of September. & total of 21 each 16'x16! llvmg/flfhtmgbun—
kers, 8 guard bunkers;.and 2 ammo. burkers: were- dismantled and, hauled to HU Lal..
In addition, 30,000 filled sandba ags were- removed” from- “"O’C“tl‘"led positions. and: tr anse=. -
ported to CHU Lal.. Yhile the closeout” of LZTGOLDIE. continued; the. forward. ATty
at CHU L~T constructed 15 GP medium tent’ floors and erected 17°GF'm Led::_um te,nt“s,
a 167%32" SEA hut was constructed to be used as a CP. -

On 5 Septémber- 1969, Compa: nyD denart\ed LZ G@LDE enroute to GIU _.nI-f

L%
GOLDIs was officially- closed out. o :

Upon arrlvmg ot CHUT LAI ComPany' “Immedistely started woric on: the new Are:
Four tool rooms, two ammeo bunkers, two: demo. bunkers, a’ generator shack;. .2 RLL.
buldlding, & grease racky. and. elechric ‘wiring-were- completed AnZthe: new- comD L
area.. also, 6000 sandbags:. were: placed”on-bunkérs. with overhead:covers. Th

was completed durmg_ the: f‘lrst week %mmnrﬂ was mthe CHT" LAl are"—-j-;-:

dhile work on the new unit ares contlrrued,, GOBID’EHV““D compea ¢ted theé
of OL~}, ‘mproved the:bridge appro&ches+and he dwalls, Ard’ constfucted
bridge wingwnlls from. OUANG NGid ™ to MO DUCT. o )

On 13 aeptember 1969, Company- D was alirbéd: to- TJOV“ to L7 HICHBOY" (BS%
with the missionrof”securing the-LZ¥during cldse outy, . cond.uctlng -combat sweeps: -
around the LZ during -the initial.- closeout: phase of"operationsy. providing- securlty
for nnd conducting the daily minesween: from: L2, "HTGHBOY f.o D,UC PHO (B5807378 ok
mantling all structures:in- an specified: ae-erbm ’
hour ‘outvost im the:vicinity of LZ FIG_HBG‘I O”‘_
to LZ. hIGrHBOY leaving 211 S—ton dump 4 d
to conduct a crushed reck hawd. . from

‘f’hzle at LZMHIGHBDI-; Comnany"D s resmns:z.ble Siehs movlng ap’oro"f:lm\' elvB@DO T
cub:Lc yards of crushed rock f.‘ron the 'I.Z‘“ HIGHEGY stocknlle to 0L-1 in the v:u::m:.ty




of LZ MaX, approximately 40 kilometers.. The Comprny was nssisbed with vd‘!lclcsﬁ,
fom . the ’5?1th ingineer Compony (Pangl.Tridge) =nd the mission wes completed: ine L
throe days. L7 HIGHBOY. closed on:10 October- 1969 and Cémpany D denrrted to retuem: ™
to GIU el mmrox:mﬂtclv 30=inches of riim had been recorded durins thoe fir
ten deys of Octobur.. Severs! bridges.and portiens of the rond merth of L7 TaX
were under witer,. This mode.it, necessary for the Cemmany to stay-at L7 MaX unbiEL.
13 Octobt,r 195 9 when they returned te CBU Lal. - ' o

Oncs ’o"ck in i I..u.L, the Company went: to: worlr ingtnliing ~ drainfpe system
to eombit the weter nroblem caused by the henvy rains.. The systoem- included: thes
installation Sf culwert, hesdwalls. and. drainage d:.tches. Tife interdor- m'lds wcr&
graded and comnicted..

‘The rock and qsph 1t hauls from CHU Lal to O ‘L—1 in the VlCZI.”ll‘t.T of LZ MaX con-
timed through October: “ommpny D hauled 553 cubic yards nf rock and 1160 tons:
of ~sphalt during the month.. : '

On 17 October 1969, Company D W'a.s ns:oectod by +he 18th- fngineer Frisnde GITIC
term. . THe Compony recedived pagsing scores im all areas and an oversll nverage: of”
84%.. On 23 Oct-ober 1969, . Cémpany D storted constructlon of 4100 Tinear foet of™
NSM matting rewtnent wall around the ?’?th Sur?lch.l Posplt il '\t (HU LnI.

- Enemy nCthltV during the report nerlocl was very light. On 2 nugust 1969%.
LZ GOLDIE vcceived one sniper round. The. -minesweep team found a 10 to 15 nound
mine in.the center of the road at BSA72654 on-18. aggusk 1969, and blew it in
place. On 20 »ugnst. 1969, s D7E dozer-hit an antitpersonnel miné at -BS705602 wlt‘i
negetive drringe or casualtles and. 2 5~ton:dump truck-hit An anti-persennel-at "
BS705602., THe most serious 3.rc1dent occurred on 17 September 1949, ot RSE77305
when the mineswsep teem wes returning to LZ HIGHROY.. 4s the team passed a convoy- \
heading in the opposite direction,.the convoy was: ambushed, . resulting i3 U7 -
pc,rsnrm&l wounded and. two. convey- vehlclc.s bGZLIL crsmb'wt J.ossr*s. Commpany- D s__us-f L
tained no casnalties..or damags . . : K B

At the end of thu I‘uDOI‘t *:ﬁrlod Corrmany D had clm%ed out 2 LZvs, GOLDIT and.-
HIGHBOY, and the. ~urrry at LZ GOLDIG. The cuarry hnd nroduced 3650 cuhie v'frds ,
of rock during this report period. In addition Company D had hruled n totel of™
243910 cubic yrrds of hlast 2nd crushed rock to "L-1. The pew Company area in-
(U LaT had been cstiblished. and work: had: sborted on. the. MOQ linear-foet of” re-m
vetnont walls ta be built "rnund thc, Q’Zth Sur;uc*-l hospl‘. ol at GHU LaI, '

9. (C) Actlv:.tles of 13(th Engineer- COmJ.pny \nght mlpmenﬂ

Throughout” the. ‘renort: peried,. the.- 1374k Bnglneer Company (Llp‘ht Eﬁulment“
was located wt TZ &InX (BS’7631.£73) . The: "‘uc,‘rry" Section of “the. Support- PIatoon was
located at. "(}339131}.;5), w1th the.mission of “operating thes cmshcr‘",:nd
cuarry: for: thu 19k sinpineer: Battalfon untdils 28 September: 1969, wh : B
to LZ MaX,. atn the bezrlnnlmr’ of  the: renert:period; the -missionss of‘-‘-"thc Comna:mr
were the upgroding of.tL-1 from MO.DUC (1357&0,25) to DUC PHO (BS807378) and: th

upgrade of the t’sxa.way and: parking> aprens: forthe 17th aviation Comranyntt DU
PHO.
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The primary mission of the 137th Engzineer- Comapmny- (LE) wrs the umeridingrof ™ ”
16.0 kilometers of OLed from M0, DUC to DUC PHO. at the hecinning of the' renork
period, the Company as. completing the subbrse in preparation for- the plicement
of the base course.. On. 11 August 1969;.the: rock: heuli: for+4His: portion of the:
yas storted.. The base rock wus beinghauled from thes RMKZSRT Muarry at G L4
(BT534036). ut the same time the 19th Engineer-Battaion wrs nearing the: combl tion:
of paving fl-1 south of LUC PHO. Therefore the north porticm of the. 137th Enpi--
neer Comnany's base  rock laydown site came to o halt and was moved to DUCTPHO tox
prepare. (L1 from that location, north- for paving by the 19th Engineer- Rattalian,
Zecause of the “vallability of base rock nnd the shorter haul. distance, some: base
rock .was hauled from LZ BIGHECY to the laydown site north ofDUCPHQ. On 1 Semi.
tember 1969, the paving train began paving: the resnd northr of DUC'PHO.. THe paving
continu.d for three days, comlcing 1.3 kilometers of rond, at which time the ase
phalt plant at LZ HIGHBOY was shut down.. On 24 September 1969, the nsnhalt conse-
voys started hauling from GHU Lel. Pavine continued from the south ~s this was-a
fremiently mined area nnd it wes anbicipated that the paving would reduce these
ineidents. Paving was halted on 1 October 1969 due to rain and ws not rosumed
urtil 17 October 1969, Uhen piving resumed; the pavingtrain had moved to MO DUC
ond started working south. Paving continued at 2 rapid rate for- the next 107 daysy. .
completing 6.0 kilometors before the operition wes again hnlted due to rain.. . )

The renovation and upgrage of the taxiway and varking nnvons at DUC PHO was .
in progress at. the beginning of the report period. The  remrinder of the' 14,00
souare yards of taxiwny and parking aprens was scarificd; graded nnd rocommaict
“hen the srea: was:prepiired, MC-30 was spraved on the comipaeted surfdee 6 <t:
lize the soil. Progress wis slow dueito the. priority remiirements of the "Tod
upgrede oper-tion for the bitumincus distributor and commt ction ecuirmentr,  ¥ork
was completed on 19 September 1969, o . Bt

Juring the first two weeks of October, the 137th sngineer Company (LE) Area
of Operations received 22.4 inches of rainy This ctused fIgoding 2nd th: erosion
of shoulders on QL-1 in several locations, The area again received o lrrge amount
of rain the last week of October resulting in cxtensive water-d-mage to Nled bew
tween MO DUC and DUC.PHO to include an 86 foob section of road that was completely.
wished out. Repair-of the domage had not started At the end of the report’ perdod”
dusg to congiming rain. o . . ' - B

Enemy wctivity was relab ively heavy-during the. first part: of the: remort: peridd..
a8 o result of enemy mines, 1 US personnel: ¥illed -nd buwounded -in: sction.. Eruin-. -
ment, losses included a sereper, = 3/bton truck; .a 290M, a S-ton tractorand &
D7E doner. L : e R A W IR

During the: repcrt: period, the 137tk EngitiserComping: (LEY eompleteéd the. sib—
base betiveen, MO DUG: and. DUC. PHO,..praded” and? compacted: 395500 cuhit ‘yardstofbrse
rock. 2nd- nlaced. 95844 tons: of. asnhalds on ; Téts kid¥emeters of base
course. “nd. 9.6 kitomuters: of paving;. «Sito BrealIon . of “MEC-30"had? b il
used on the 14,000 sgaure. yard: taxiway andsparking- apron’ ot~ DUGH PHO" and’ NE-

10.. (C) uct-ivitié.s rof;. the 5*1th- Engjﬁeerw Cempany - (Panel” Bridee) +
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- Throughout the report- period, the 511th Engineer- Company (PB) was located ats
CHU LaTl (BT534036) with the mission of supperting the: 39th Engineer-Battalloni.
During this period. the- 5Ttth- Engineer Company: (PB) contirued its mission of hawke.
ing rock from BMK; inm GHU Tal,.to the work site on. OL-1 .. In-September-thes sitths - .
Engineer  Company (BB) wes tasked. with the {51 6wing-missions: to orpainze an
supervise asphalt haul. convoys: from 2K to the-ssphalt: loydown -site betweers:] _ _
DUC (BS7MI525) and: DUC PHOY (BS807378), to provide.organizational maintensnce: SUpPE= ..
port-to. all OPCON vehicles;.and to- provide security vehicles for-the asphslt: hapl:
COnvoy, - _ o : : Co T : C e

During thelperiod of" 29 -September- through: 4. October-1969, the 511th:Bnpineers
Company (PB) was tasked: with thermission of*hauling 2483 cubic yards of basescoupse .
from the cuarry site at-LZ HIGHBOY (BS913145) to the laydown site on NL1.. A pro=.
visionil platoor was formed using the organic.bauling assets -of the Battalibn. an B
placed under the OPCON-of_ Company D, 39th tngineer Battalion until commletion: of”
the mission.

During the auarter, the 511th Engineer- Company (PB) hauled 27,600 cubic. yardse
of rock and 9460 tons of asphalt. -

On 21 September 1969, the Company with its OPCON vehicles began hauling asphalt
te the laydown site between MO DUC and: DUC PHO. The ‘operation was halted on: 3
Octoober 1969 through 7 October-1969 due to inclement weatherw On 8 October1969 ;
the Company hauled blest. rock to LZ DOTTIE. (BS627856) and. LZ SNOOPY (BS7O0607
for use on rain damege along L-1, On 17 October 1969; the 511 th.Engineer- Com

pzny (PB) resumed its 2sphalt hauling mission..

_ During this cuarter the 511th Engineer Compzny (PB) was involved im no eremy .
activity. . il el

*

B.. (C) INT&LLICGENGCE:.

1. (C) Recomnaissance:

During the report period, the Battalion Reconnaissance Section provided the.
necessary route information so the Battalion could plan its future route maihe..
tenance and upgrade progroms.. ‘

A Battalion representativerflew a daily helicoper reconnaissance of "L i
the Battalion's 40,. checking for enemy and: water damege.. Throngh this earky-
morning re¢connaissance;..information was rec¢eived at Battalion Headeuarters-earky”
¢nough in the day so thot plans. could be made: for  repair of any-road or-brid
demage .. Prior:to the:Battalion!s: beginning-a road repair-or major- upgrades p
Jject, the reconmzissance’sectionrmadeseither-an nerial or- pround reconnaissances:
of the projedti. Based.on: the: information gathiered, the plan- for-the’ project: :
the necessary materials:could: berdetérmined . . During: the 'pe:riéd:-*,-_;,&j}i; aerts
and 25 ground. recons were made of "routes: in. the Battalion's AQL.
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2. (0) Enemy activity:

Enemy activity Giring-argust was modérate, dropping off during September-a an
Uctobers. the only significont ‘eremy-activity during September-and Octiober-was:thes:

Land Clearing Platoon's-fre~uent encounters: with booby trans..

a..Mines: During the report period the Battalien encountered” 32 mines within
its 40.. The:majority of these mines consisted of bambon type firing devices,. flaghs.
light batteries and -eléctriesl blasting cip attached to explosives. 2
in sizes from 5 to 40 pounds. & total of 11 mines were detormted during this re=.
port neriod, resulting in 9 US wounded  in.aection and.1 US killed in.action;. Viets..

namese’ casualties due to mines during the report:neriod were™ 12 K1k, The following

is a .breakdewn of mines detected versus mines.detonated:. .

MORTH. “ DETECTED - ' DETOMATED TOTAL.

August 1 16

September " 5 8

5
3
October- o =5 o R

WL - , :1¢: _ 32,

b. Booby Traps: During this pericd the Battalion encountered 15 booby trapsw:
These booby traps resulted in 6 US wounded in action!. The following is.» breaks..

down of ‘booby-traps by month: . :
MONTH - DETECTED . DETONTED  TOPAL
August : 1 ' 0

September 1 1

October- 3 7_ - 9. -2
TOTAL 5 |

" Co Other enemy intitiated activities during the report period were as follows:-

Charges ranged

IPE AUGST . SEPTIMEER . OCTORER.  TOMAL.

Sniper Attacks 12" - 10° . .-'1_

Ambusheg o T 20 o

' Morter-httacks 3" . E':'iBQﬁL;?;i‘fF_';‘ o
| 0

" Bridges Blown- - 3 | 0.

o3
‘ EA;J_ ,
B




TYPE.
Culverts Blown:
Griound . Probes:.

Road Obstacles

5

3. (U) Weather Datasz.

) Durlng the report period, rainfall wa:sr..-heavyﬁ"qieér the énd of the ~usrters.
Hainfall during.the month of October-was 24% higher-
QOctober 1968.. Rainfall by month wis: as- follows::

~ugust
' Sephember-
October

TOTAL,

RATNFALL

. 5
1214
-
6k.75 -

C. (C). CASUALTIES: -

During the.report period, the Battelion suffered: the following casualtiesy: |

HHG

Co A

Co B

Co C

Co D
137th (LE)
511th (PB)
TOTAL.

'D:. (U) OPERATIONS aND TRAINTNG:

0
0

o

1
2

27

Te (U) Dpera:blcns: VI

WIA.
e
-1

_ 2

14

OCTOBER

1

0.

7

ko

o
0
0

Q

=)

then thot reported during- ..




Sunday afterncon used far maintenance, training and recreation when possible,.

a.. The combat and operational support missions were conducted in- coordination:
with 4merical Division to assist in providing this type support in Southern I Corps«
Tactical Zone. This consisted chiefly of minesweeps And minor- construction of”
defensive. structures, and accounted for apporximately 50% of the Engineer effort
expended. ' : T

- b. The LOC upgrading proiects were originally assigned hy USAECAV ahd ares
rart of the overall MaCV-LOC program. Approximately 45% of the Engineer effort:
of the Battalion was devoted to the LOG program.. ; )

c. The land clearing mission, which wts  initiated during this reriod, was-
coordinated through the III Harine smphibious Force and provided for the 9th. Engi--
neer Battalian(USMC) and the 39th sngineer Botsalion (C) to. fomm o Provision o
Land Clearing Company to support *merical Division tactical omerations. This h
accounted for less than 5% of the Engineer effort expended thronghout the periods.
The compony heade~uarters was provided by the 9th-ingineer- Battalion (Use),

2. (U) Training:

#side from the regulerly scheduled weekly training during the period, special. 7
training was plammed for the monscon season. In accordance with an 18th Engineer: -
Brigade letter, each company was to prepare 15 days of training to be given om days
that projects could not be worked due to weather., This Consolidation Month Traine
ing offered a means. for more adecuately instructing the troons in the field witha
out reducing the commitment to the projects. With the: rain,. however; came a' com
siderable amount of water demege which kept most units aderuately employed. 4t
the end of the period, approximetely 33% of the training had been: conducted.  ThHe
program will be completsd as additional inclement weather is encountered.

E. (D) MOVEMENTS:
1. (U) Company Moves:

@. 5 September 1969, Company A& relocrted from LZ GOLDIE (BS680658) to CHU LAT
(BT534036) . ' :

be 5 S.ptember 1969, Company D relocated from LZ GOLDIE (BS680658) to CHU LAT™
(BT534036) . : - .

c. 14 S.ptember- 1969, Company D(-). relocsted from GIU LaT (BT"53'1;036-) to Lz
HIGHBOY (BS$13145). . . |

d. 10 October 1969, Company D(-) relocated: from LZ HIGHBOT (BS9H 3145) to. GHUF ™, =
Lal (BT534036) .. : o

©+. 10 October 1969, 73rd Engineer Company (Construction Supnort) relocated:
from LZ HICHBOY (BS913145). to QUL NHON. (CHO82225). ' ' SR
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2. (U) Platcon Moves:

a. 15 September 1969, 2/4/39 relocated from GHU IAT (BT534036) to-DUC PHO.
(B5815383) .. _ T , s .

_b- 15 Scptember-1969, 1/4/39 relocated from (EU Lal (BT531036) bo LZ MAX.
(BS763472) . , _ . ~

c. 30 September 1969, 1/B/39 relocated from LZ SNOOPY (BS700407) to LZ DOTTJjLQ_
(BS627856) . _ o , : T EE

d..30 September 1969, 1/4/39 relocated from LZ MAX (RS763472) to -LZ.DRAGON ™
(Bs725538), . | AN B

el 3 October 1969, 1/A/329 relocated from LZ DRAGON (BS725538) to LZ MAX
(BS763472) . : ,

) §A)28 October. 1969, 3/4/39 relocated from CHU TAT (BT534036) to LZ MAX (RS
763472) . _ ,

Sé) 29 October 1969, 1/4/39 relocated from LZ MAX (BS763472) to CHU LAI (BT-. :
534036) . Ik T

3. (U) Moves of the Land Clearing Platoon (Provisional):

2. 1 September 1969, relocated to site west of TAM XY (BT309227), first night:
defensive no sitlon viec BT230250. ' : S

b. 9 September. 1969, relocsted to CHU Lal (BT534036) .

¢ 10 September 1969, relocated to site west of QUANG NGAL (BS6L5728, first: .
night defensive position vie BS54,2738). ST

d. 27 September 1969, relocated to CHU Lal (3T534036).

¢+ 14 October 1969, completed relocation to site north of DUC PHO (BS207378)5.
first nicht defe\nsive position vic B3784535. ' :

F. (C) sUPPLY:

1. (U) Ceneral:

During the report period Coﬁpanies 4, B, énd D contimued to be supﬂlledﬁhm“g}f
GiU Ll (BT534036) and Gompany C supplied Class-T;.IIT, and IV through DUC PHO" -
(BS8O7378). |

“ 2. (U) Lygistics Support

Logistics support was provided by the f6lldwing organizations:




2. 23rd Supply ond Tra.nsportdtion BattaTion, 1ocated

_ ot v TAT (3T 531036)
organic to the Americal Divieions '
b. 588th Maintenance Company (DS), located ot gy &L (BT53£4£)36), organic %0
the 80th General. Support Group: : : '

4. 6/6tst Oranance Company (damo), Located ot iy Lal (BT 534,036) ~nd UG, PHO -
(Bseot 378}, organic. to the- 528th: Qprdnance pattalion ab Da. Nang (sT02! 5)»

3. (0 fquipnent Status:

geveral major end - items of eruipment Were received during the report périodz:
wnich greatik.‘j* 'assisted?the*--Bat.t.alion\ in the perfdmance of its assigned missionse
Many of these items WeTre recelived on = Jateral transior- The following-lis_t of”
ecuipment gransacbions peflect greater on-hand balance at the end of the report”
period: ' ' :

MENCLATURE  DECINEE BALANCE  TURNED=IN ECEIVED  EMD BALENCE.
Truck, Damp 16 A 8 18 56
Water -Purification-. -3 1 3 5
Bauipment' Set - ' :

Truck, 2} Ton 23 ' 1 5 s
Truck, 3/b-Ton 19 2 7 oh.
Truck, HTon ' 2 6 9 25
Grader | 3'_ - 0 1 L
Distributor; Bituminous o 0 . 1
Detector Set o L9 : "0 _ 1 : 50
Gemerator, KW 3 0 3 6

Le (G Louipment - Shortages:
Critical shortfge® of eruipment within +he Battalion and atbached companies
continued to hampeY” operational. aapabilities. These snortoges nre 4 follows®

NOMNCLATURE QUANTITY

Trucks . Tractors:

oTen .3
gemi-~trallers _25t-,Tdn,_ 3
" Truck; Ukility,. k Tom L
Gréne—--- ] : o 1




3. (U) Prescribed Load List (PIL) and Repair Parts Summary:

5. (C) Combsat Losses:

.- Combat losses during the period were as follows:.

FSN NOMENCEATURE USA/SERZ - oIy DATE.
2320-055~9262  Truck, Dump, 5 Ton 5F@178 g 9290
2320-055-9262  Truck, Dump, 5 Ton 5FO029 1 9231
2320-763~1092  Truck, Util, ¥ Ton 2L4163 1 9231
B20-542-4636  Truck » Cargo;3/LTon  3D6830 | 1 . ‘ ‘.923’1.

. 6. (U) Weter Supplys

Yuring the revort period the Battalion operated water points at four - diffsrent:
locations: GIU LAL (BT534036), LZ DOTTIE, (BS627856), LZ GOLDIE (BS680658), and- .
LZ MaX (BS763472). At the beginning of the period four units were in operation
with a total output of 31 5000 gallons of water daily. With the closeout: of 'LZ7:
GOLDIE one water point was closed downs Preserntly there are three water-noints-
in operation with a total daily output of 38,000 gallons cof water.

G, (C) MuINTENANGE:-
1. (C} Gemral:.‘

The maintenance program has shown increased offéctivencss. The overau‘.dead-.-% )
lire rate decreased from 12.0% during the last report period to 8.1% during  this.
report pericd. ' - ' '

- During the middle of the report period, when the AQ received heavy":zg-ainfalr,.ﬂ;..
the overall deadline rate decreased to below 5%.. The decrease was partly dues to-
the increcsed maintenance time available during the. inclement:weather periodss..

There is presently 2 critieal shortage of parts for 10-ton tractors and 20
ton (RT) crenes.. Cranes will be especially critical to this Battelion during-the:.
uwpeoming construction season due to the large mmount of brides. work scheduled and:
the poor condition of eranes on hand.. ' "

2. (U) Supports. -

The. 596th Light Maintenance Company provided direct  support: during the: renort. _
period. & total.of 77 job orders were coripleted during this periodj: with an:ayes.... .
rage-down time of 15.2 days for each item of cruirments. Fifty job orders werer
processed. through the sutomotive Section and 27 Job orders through the Engineer;
Sectionms.. ' : T

a+.PLL.. THe zero balance of rei)air*parts in this Battalion-is 37%.. This:
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figure reflects the improved suppdrt from our Direct Support Unit. The zero
balance for last report pericd was 42%. :

b. dermisitions: - BEGULAR REDBALL, -
Mumber Submitted. .- 2546 36

Humber Canecelled 197 0.

Number Filied L83 o 10

Per Cent Filled 21 28"

These percentages are based on uncancelled re~uisitions. Aan inerease of 2% filled

wis noted during this reporting period while Red Ball re~uisitions filled decreased
Ow ' '

H. (U_) MEDICAL:

During the period 31 July through 31 October 1969, skin infection within the--
units assigned to this Battalion showed an increase over provious months especiall—
fmong troops.living on the LZ's. It was noted that a mmber of cases of infectdion
did not respond to local treatment by medical aidmen. The more severe-.cases were:
referred to the Battalion Surgeon, some cases were hospitalized and others givemn
extended time in cuarters. Tt was learned that by removing infected persormel.
from the LZ's to a cleansr atmosphere where close supervision of personzal hygiens
could be maintained, the response to treatment- wis better and recovery time .de--

creased. : )
Suvqeou (Couu\me.uc’( < ?-!
I. (C) CIVIC ACTION: . ‘ ,

1. (U).Civic Action:

During this period, the orphanage at QUANG NGAT (BS645T28), that was started =
last cvarter, was completed. o

2. (C) Voluntary Informent Program:

(During the report periocd turn-ins under the Vbluntary*Informanthrogran.
amounited to 2 total of 22,500 $VN. The following is a breakdown of turn-insi

TYPE . AUGUST - SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER TOTAL. ;
Grenades T 6 ' > . i 5
- 60mm- RDS 10 1 2 , 13 -

81mm RDS 1 9 . 0o Y

155ma. RDS 2 o 0.

Piasters Paid




SECTION IT Iessoms Learned:. Commanders Observations, Evaluations and Re commerim-
_dations. : . L _ =

A. (U) PERSONH&L: Nome-
B. (C) OPERATIONS:
t. (U) Replacement of Damaged Culverts:.

~a. OBSERVATION: The removal of irr!;exrviorrculverts for rerlacement in a multi--
ple culvert site is a time consuming projects. A S

b. SUVALUATION: The need to leave adjacent culerts undanaged recuire Dreci-
slon dirging when removing damaged QIP, ' ' '

¢. RUCHMENDATION: Rather than using time consuming hand labor a method was

- devised for using an. AC scoop loader to accomplish the task. &8 much #ill as-
praticable is removed by a D7E, the loader ogera’br"then. takes over until the
grade becomes too steen for the loader to nefotiate under its own power. At this:
time the D7 is brought into position and its winch cable is attached to the pins.
tel of the loader, thus enabling the: loader to easily get out  of the hole. This
method has been field tested and has proven to be a safe and very effective way
of cuickly completing the .culvert: repair-with 2 ninimm of wasted time and dige.
turbance of subbase,. . : : —

2 (U) E%pedient Clzl;zé=rt"Headmll::...

&. OBSERVATION: At new. culvert sites or- sites where the headwalls have been
destroyed, there is great danger of erosion during the monsoen season.

b. SVALUTION:. Designa quickand easy way to install hesdwalls that will
‘endure until. concrete headwalls .can; be- placed. . ' ‘ '

. ¢. RECOMEMDATION: An expedient headwall for smaller culverts (up to 36
inches) is ex sily constructed. using:L"xb" material anproximately ten feet long-
28 small piles.. rhese may be driven utilizing a seoop; loader or an expedient’
pile driver.. Once thcse posts are: in: nlace, 3"x12™ rough lumber is used to foim
the headwall and deadmen are attached, 'needingvor}lyxback‘fm;‘dnp and compartion
to complete the project. For large culverts, this same procedure may be used,
substituting reguiar-piles for-the AM"x6" nosts. (Ses Incl 2).

3. (U) Mine Px:orbes:.

a..OBSERVATION: . Constant bending and stooping while probing leads” to fatix-:u&
onr long-minesweepsi. . - T - _ _

o+ BVSLUATION: Mine probes.should be made from a 1isht yet- hard material
such as fire hardened bamboo and be-long-enough so that the individual is not:
forced to bend and stoop constaltly to probe every possible mine locations. ‘Byr -
cutting dewn on: fatipue, this would make possible a fister and more positiver .
minesweep.. Probes:iof. this type-have been.in use in this unit- for-a considersble:
amount’ of time:and:they have: greatly:erhanced.the: overzll. effe ctiveness:of "the:
sweep operatiomas.. . . : ‘
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c. RECOMMEND.TIOM: That 1}31'1{_-‘, mine probes made ~f & nonemetallic matei-ialf
should be fabricated of n strong, wear resistant materinl such os fire hardened
bamboo to incresse the effectiveness of the minesweeps.

Lo {U) Mining ibove Culverts:

a.. OBSERVATION: The ptving of the road has greatly reduced the minine inei—.
dents on the travelled porticn of the road. However, in this 40 the enemy has
placed several mines on the shoulders directly above culverts.

b. LVALUATION: Placing the mine directly above @ culvert makes it more dif-.
ficult to detect and also damages the culvert when the mine is detcnated.

¢« RECOMMENDATION: at culvert locations, pave the entire area between the
headwalls. This makes ik more Aifficult $o mine and greatly reduces the erasion.
arming the headwall. . g :

5. (U) Culvert Protection:

a. OBSERVATION: During heavy enemy 2ctivity, it has heon found that a favo-.
rite VO tactic is to blow or booby trap culverts.

b, EVALURTION: Cnlverts afford the emy ewcellent opportunity to easily
place explosives under a2 road, = mesh cover over the culvert ernds would make . it
difficult for-the eremy to place chorges under the road. The mesh also nchs as
a warning deviece if it is disturbed. ‘

c. ReCOMMENDATION: weld rebar o form a barrier or-use cyclone fence as a
barrier over the culvert ends. See. Inclosure 3. The restriction of water: flow
by-the- grates should be considered. Use oversized culverts ta allow aderuate
water flow. also, it must be renlized that. the grates will make calvert main-- :
tenance more difficult. The grate does,, however, .prevent large debris from en—.
tering the culwert,

6. (U) Concrete.Dshydration Preventions:.

a. OBSERVATTON: Many times when assigned tasks nf pouring lorpe co-nc_:r.'ete_’
pads for buildings, helipads, ete; tarps, burlaps, or straw are not zvailahle
for caver. : , : '

b. BWLUSTION: Tt has been found that placine dirt. or sand around the edge

of the pad-and pouring water in prevents dehydrating,

v RECOMMENDATION:. Prevent deh¥dration oy usdngs sand or-other- sb'l:;l;i pl_aced"’ -
around the edge to- form e water retaining wall. Water; two or-three inches deep-
is poured- on: top of the pad within: the wall. Laring very hot » Sunny p‘t_—:'r_lod',

water-replenishment may bg reeuired sewversl times daily.
7. (U) Landing Zore Roadss.

a.. OBSERVATION: It has been obssrved that: many-landing zone roads,. COHS{?WG"

ted of locally «wvailable material,. are inademiate durinc the rainy sezsons.
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b, LVALUATION: Fmes and wastes from rock crushcrs increase tho dur'ab:l_llty
of roads during the roiny season. -

c: RuCOMENDATION: ' Units fortunate enough to have 2 rock. crusher-in: their—
area can use fines and wastes edllected from the prim2rr» conveyors to spread on-
road surfaces. Heavy traffic wiil eventually compact it, and with ade~uate drﬁ*:in—«
age, the rnck should Iast through several heavy rains.. :

8. (U) Damage of 5~-ton Jump Trucks Used in Quarries:

a, OBSeRVATION: The beds of 5~ton dump trucks are. dams ged ﬂhen 1lnaded with.
rocks and boulders with sharp edges caused by blasting.

b. bUALUATION: Damige is crused during loading becsuse the bucket loader-
operator has to raise the load to a height at wh:.ch he can observe his own operd-.
tion. -

¢. RECOMMeRDATION: Serap planking attached to the bed ~f the truck will.
prevent punctures and dents. This matorial should be replaced as re~uired.

9. (U) Loading Pzving Machines on o Lowbed:

a. OBSERVATION: Due to the imability of a paving: machine to load itself onto
a lowbed using ortinary loading r*‘mps, n crane is used to load and off-load the-
paver. ' :

b, BVLLUSTION: &ss there is a shortage of sperational crenes 2nd many missions
recuiring the use of 2 crane, a different method of loading .and off-loadins the
paver would release a very crltlcal piece of eruivment foarother projects.

c. RuCOMMBNDSTION: By using & sccond set of leoading remps; blocks, and-
1oose gravel, the angle between the lowbed and the sround can be reduced to- such
a degree thot the paving machine can self-load. (See Tnclosure 4.) This elmu-m
n:xtes the need for a crane when loading ~nd off-loading the paver.

10. (W) Substituting Tire Tubes:

a. OBSERVATION: Due to logistical tie-ups, shortages nf tire inmer tubess,
are o COMCH DCCUrrance .

b, EVALUATION: Some tire tubes may be substituted with different sizes.
c. LLCOMMENDATION:  When tube shortages have oceurred, it:has been found. that

+ ton tire tubes can be used in the cement mixer tires; 3/& ton. tires tubesscan:
bc. used in lowbed- trailer- tires; and 2% ton tire tubes con be.used in: 5 tom titesw.

~ khen a bucket loader tubeless tlre is: domageds;.a: 10, tonstire or- rrader-tire:tubes

can be -used in the bucket loader tire until the tire is ren]_a ced.
11 (U) Runker Construction:

@. OBSERVATION: Am exce edingly large. amount: of sendbags: are recuired t‘oi_ ulace*
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around 2 protective personnel bunker to provide necessary protection.

b. LVALUSsTION: Because of the great'cost of and the variety of resuirements

for sandbigs, a bunker-design using readily dvailable materinls, while. retaing-
the necessary strength, is nceded.

¢. RACOMMLNDATION: Using tin or available limber, build revetment wallsy a
minimum of two feet thick, on each side of the 72 inch culvert used for the: cgil-~-
ing of the bunker. (See Inclosure 5) Fill the walls with sand or svailable fi11.
Also. place a minimm of two feet of sand or fill on top of the 72 inch culvert
to strangthen the roof. Place membrane craothermwaterprrﬁfing-maﬁerdalmvnttop”
of the ronf to provide protection neainst the nensocns.. This provides a strong;
but simple-protective bunker witheut the use of costly sandbaps.

12.  (U) Dozer Recovery Operations:

2. OBSERVATION: & 1 jnch cable was broken three times in trying to pull a
D7E out o7 mud.

b. &VsLUATION: Due to the nature of weather ~nd soil conditinns in our AO,
heavy Eauipment con often become mired past the noint of being easily retrdeved
by straight-line winching or pulling operatisns.

¢. RuCOMMNDATION: Use snatch blocks to create a mechanicel advantage
greater than one (straight-line pull). Increased mechanical adventage results
in sasier pulling and safer operations, since the likelihood of a cable or chain
breaking is reduced. (S¢e Inclosure 6). '

13. (c) Kauling Agphalt Through Hostile Territory: -

2. OBSERVATION: During the construction of fL-1, it has been necess~ry to
haul asphalt lp&dS“fOf”relatiVEly long distances through roads which account. for
a2 high percentage of ememy cctivity. The lone haul makes it extremely difficult
to maintain the asphalt tempSrature near-the optimum level.

b. BVALUAPION: a Bnvas cover over the bed of the tiruck acts =5 an inswla-.
tior to diminish heat loss. Instead of placing gun vehicles within the convoy,
they are used as roving patrols constantly on the move within their assigned
- sectors: This enables the 2sphalt trucks to move out in small serisls withoub
waiting for larpe convoys to forrr.

c. RLCOMMuKD-TION: When faced with & long hauling distance through hostile .
territory the use of roving gun vehicles will facilitate the use of amall serialgs
of dump-trucksftherebyﬂenabling the hot asphalt to reach the laydown. site. at a
satisfrctory temperature. The use of"canvas: covers over-the hot asvhalt. will.
act as an ihsul&tor“andrmﬂintainﬁa'hiﬁhfmixztemperaturef :

e

14.. {U) Culwvert Installation:-

a. OBSLRVATION: Trouble is sometimes encountered when“jpininp two culverts




together when they have to be installed in two sections to keep traffic moving: .

b ZVaLU-TION: along busy roads, such as (Led » it is'necessary to keep-thes:
rond open at 21l times. Tn order to do this, vhen installing-cuivert, it becomes”
necessiry to install only half of a culvert at a time. Tt is =% =0 necessary tos
fill'in the culvert site upon comnlotion of one half. . This weisht of the up. -

finished culvert creates bending and makes it hard bo Join the two sectionsrof
culvért,

c. RuCOMMiNUATION: Before backfilling the- culvert, install Lxl, brac:.ngm _
the end of the culvert to prevent. bending. This-is in-addition to the normal -
strutting and cun be removed to facilitate: joining the culverts.

15, (U) Hydroseeding Operations:

2. OBSMRV.TION: Ohservition of the high water mark has necessitated portions .
of CL-1 to be raised 5 to 10 feet above the rice pa.dd_y level. :

ba WVaLUATION: The newly pliced fill on the hish banks 1s very susceotible:
te erosion during the menscon scason.

¢. RBECOMMENIWTION: To expedite the. growth of vegetation, a seeding oneration.
using & commercial hydroseeder to spray rice, grass, and fsrtilizer proved: fery:
successfiul. On steep banks it ‘proved advantagenus-tn follow the hydroseedine-
with a bituminous distributor using the hand spray bar-in distribute peneprime .
over the seeded area to act as i mulch.. The recommended time. to bepin operations
is just prior to the monsoons. &t this time Inrge: ruintities of ehaff leftionm . .
the roud by the Vietnamese after their harvest aAlso serves as mulch,

16. (U) Hydreseeding Operations:

a. OBEGRVATION: When using the commercial. hydroseeder-lons delawvs: hnve:beem:

sxperienced due to clogging of the purp: and-nozzle.. Thess: delays were- caused-
because the fertilizer hardens and block#s:the flow of seed and water.. T

b EWL&&TION: Since 10ng delays.v decressc “Her effiCieﬂCyth;“droseedings J k
operations, it has been found that to eliminate such delays, the fertilizer must:
be kept dry snd screened before being put.into the hvdrnseeder: = - S

c. RECOMENDATION: That fertilizer be dried @nd screened before being- i
intToduced into the hydrcoseeder. e o :

17 (uy ‘Bunker- COnstrtrctioh:- '

a. OBSERVATION: & direct hit. on o bunker‘" roof may” cause: timbers: to buckle -
and injure personnel’ inside. by the:se condary-effeets. of the explosions. o

b, EVALUATION: 4. direct impact should be hampered.. ° D aTIE

Co. [ACOMMENDATION: - By placing a corrugated tin reof with dead: spacehetmem
the: tin and’ theshunker-roof you dreate a- detonating surfree ond allow: the hunker-
roof te absorb- the' shrapnel. with minimum- damages. The tin ronf alse serves to-

waterproof” the: bunkers. (Sée. IThclosure 7Y




18. (U) Loading 10-ton, 3~wheeled Rollers onto Lowseds:

a. OBSERVATION: It ig sometimes difficult to laad 10~ton, 3-wheeled rOlleté
on lowbeds for travel to and from the work sites. :

b. LUALUATION: The 10-ton roller is a critical niece of eruimment. 4. safe-
and efficient méthed of loading would. give the roller more time on the inb and.
would release other people and eruipment for-other nrojeets,

¢» RECOMMENDATION: The 10-ton; 3-whesled roller cin he loaded ‘safely and-
~ulckly by using a tracior with a winch tn pull it onto the.lowbed. IF none
are available, a block, cable. and another vehicle con be used. This rermuires.
A minimum of ecuimment and will avold unnecessary weir on the clutch and engine:
of the roileér. c

19. (U) Cuivert Installabion:

. OBSeRVATION: Dif:ficulty is sometimes encountered when Attemptine to doin-
two culverts together when ther havs to b- installed in two sections to keen-
traffic moving.

e BVaLUSTION: T& 44 necessAry to keep the rond open “t 21l times alone 0L,

Therefore it beaomes necGsstry to install only half of a culvert At a time and.

fill in the culvert site upon commletion of one half. The veight and pressure

of the fill and the two culverts sections whern: imstalling the second half makes:
1t hard to align the holes on the culvert to be fastened with bolts. .

Ce RECOMMuMDATION: The Joining of the two culvert sections may be facilitated
by the use of 2 to 3 inch bolts to draw the culvert flanges together until. reF-—
lar culvert bolts mAy be used to ctmplete the coupling. These bolts can be fa
‘bricited in a shop truck if not readily available through supply chemnels. ..

20 (U) Emergency Means of Off-loading asmhalts.

4. OBEEIVATION: ‘then hauling ~sphalt, which must be nlaced on the rond at.
2 certhin temperature, several leaded dunp trucks-have srpived at the Laydown:
site ~nd discovered that the pump cn the dumn wis not onerntional, therefore not
2llowing the operator to dump bhs load..

b EVALUATION: Because of the great haul distance and cost of the asnhalt.
to the military, approximately $160 per load, the. inability to off-load and place:
the asphalt before it cools to below the allowable temperature and thus: rendering-
it unuseable, is quite costly. :

¢. RECOMMENDATION: In order to save the load of asohalt before it becomes:
toc cold for plicement, 2 crane. or wrecker cansbe-used to 1ift the bed of the
“dump truck to dump the load.
C. (U) TRAINING: None.

D. (U) INTELLIG.NCE: None .




E. (U) LOGISTICS:
1. (U) Leaking Seals:

a. OBS&iiVATION: During the monscon season rapid build-up of mud on the power-
train And chisis components has been associated with leaking oil and erease sealss.

b. LVALUATION: The accumulation of mud on the undercarriage . clogs breather-
vents end forms 2n insulation shield 2round gear cases. This action cruses the
leaking of seals. : :

¢« RuCOMILNATION:  Operstors should pay special atiention tn vashine and
chipping away the wocoumulution of mud from the undereirrisige tn nllow heat to
dissipnte from gear cases and to insure that breather vents =re open..

2. {U) Brake ¥Wear uring Monsoon Reason:

a. CBOLiVETIGN:  With the onset of ths monseon season o high mortality rate
of vehicular brake srstems comporents wes exmerienced. The usaful life of brake.
lining m.~2rial is drashlecally reduced due to the abrasive achtion of sand, silt,
and wabter within the brake drm ~gsemblr.

b. oVaLUaT 0N, The fro-~uent sdjustment, of brake systens necessary to come
pensate for innrsased lining wear add to the wear and bear of the hpake systen;
#8 wear of the Lining increases, the stroke of the pistons within the hvdrairihc
wheel cylinders increases proportionally. The combimation of incresased stroke
and corrosion within the wheel cykinders result in = rapid deterioration rate
for the cylinders. -

c. RECHMENDSTION: Eouipment operators must be instructed to avoid water
and mud holes where tactically possible. lhen eruipment must be operated ine
water or mud, =t a depth that allows dirt to enter the brake drums, the e~uip—..
went must be delivered to the orprnizetional maintenance shop #g soom A8 pPAssie—
ble to 2llow the mechanics to remove the hrake drums and clean the sbrasives from
the brake assemblies. '

F. (U) ORGANIZATION: Nome.

,’i’j;(}:‘"’ B ‘/"’f sl If .
7 Tncl [y  THOMAS i. GHORMLEY
as ' LTC, CE.
) " Commanding
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