John Curtis
I, Scott G. McMurry – NSSAR Number 186228, am the Fifth Great Grandson of John Curtis.
John was born to Desire Brewster (1st cousin to Caleb Brewster) and Charles Curtis about 1755. John is the
great grandson of Capt. William Curtis and grandson of Capt. Josiah Curtiss. Both these men served on the
Stratford Train Band. Train bands served two causes: first they "afforded the needed protection in a military
sense" and second the general training day brought together not only those who were to train, but old and young
alike as spectators.
John was a farmer (the case for many men during the Colonial times). He lived in the North Fairfield Parish by
the time he was in his early twenties. In August 1776, the 4th Regiment under the command of Lt Col Ichabod
Lewis marched to New York. The 4th Regiment waited on the outskirts of Long Island, New York for George
Washington’s command to join him. The command did not come; the battle in New York was lost. The 4th
Regiment was told to return to Connecticut. If he signed on for more time as a soldier, I am not aware. It took
four days for the men to return from New York.
I do not know if John married his wife Abigail Lacey before his march or after. I do know that Abigail was
mentioned in her father’s will which was distributed to his heirs in April 1778. Abigail was noted as wife of
John Curtis.
By 1787 John and Abigail with four of their children lived in Weston, Connecticut. He continued to farm on
this land until 1795 when he obtained land in New York called the Kayadrossera Patent. This land was located
near Ballston Spa. By 1810 John Curtis was running one of the few hotels in this area.
John died February 19, 1837 and his tombstone had an SAR medallion attached on 07/12/2015 and a
commemorative service was held on 07/22/2015.

